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Troop 75 Sample Eagle Ceremony (replace everything in Blue and Red)
(Scout Name)
(Date)
(Leader #1 stands at the podium and uses the Scout Sign to call the meeting to order). 

Leader #1:   On behalf of Troop 75 and the (last name) family, I would like to welcome you to this Eagle Court of Honor for (Eagle Scout name).   I am Assistant Scout Master (Leader #1 name), and I have been asked by (Eagle Scout name) to be the Master of Ceremonies. Would you please rise for the presentation of the colors. 
Color guard please advance.

(Color guard is in the back of the church and walks to the front)
(Scout #1 Name) -Troop flag

(Scout #2 Name) - American Flag

Scout #2: Please join me in the Pledge of Allegiance
(recite the Pledge of Allegiance)
Leader #1: Audience please be seated, Scouts please remain standing for the Scout Oath:
On my honor,

I will do my best

To do my duty,

To God and My Country.

To obey the Scout Law

To help other people at all times.

To keep myself physically strong,

Mentally awake

And morally straight.

Please be seated.

I would like to call up to the podium (Scout Name #3) and (Scout Name #4) to light the ceremonial candles.
Scout #3 will go to the raised lecturer at either end of the altar.  Scout #4 will light the candles.

Scout #3:  The red candle, like the red of my flag, is the lifeblood of brave men ready to die or worthily live for our country.

Scout #4  lights the red candle.

Scout #3: The white candle, like the white of my flag, is for purity and cleanliness of purpose, thought, word, and deed.

Scout #4:  lights the white candle.
Scout #3:  The blue candle, like the blue of my flag, is for faithfulness and loyalty, like the eternal blue of the star-filled heavens.

Scout #4: lights the blue candle.

Leader #1: Thank you Scout #3 and Scout #4.  You may be seated. The Scout Law is the foundation upon which the entire Scouting movement is built.  The 12 points of the law are a guide by which every scout tries to live.  These 12 white candles behind me represent the 12 points of the Scout Law.  They will be lit and remain burning throughout the ceremony to remind us that the Scout Law is always there to guide us through life.  Each point of the law is expressed by a single word-rich in meaning.  Using these candles, whose light represents the Spirit of Scouting; let us renew our spirit by reminding ourselves of the meaning of the Scout Law. I would like to call forward Scout #5  from Troop 75, to read the Scout Law.  Will  Scout #6 please come up to light the 12 candles representing the Scout Law:
Scout #5:  A Scout is Trustworthy.  A Scout tells the truth.  He keeps his promises.  Honesty is a part of his code of conduct.

Scout #6 lights the first white candle.

Scout #5: A Scout is Loyal.  A Scout is true to his family, friends, Scout leaders, school, nation, and world community.
Scout #6 lights the second white candle.

Scout #5:  A Scout is Helpful. A Scout is concerned about other people. He willingly volunteers to help others without expecting payment or reward.

Scout #6 lights the third white candle.

Scout #5:  A Scout is Friendly.  A Scout is a friend to all.  He is a brother to other Scouts.  He seeks to understand others.  He respects those with ideas and customs that are different from his own. 


Scout #6 lights the fourth white candle.

Scout #5: A Scout is Courteous.  A Scout is polite to everyone regardless of age or position he knows that good manners make it easier for people to get along together.

Scout #6 lights the fifth white candle.

Scout #5: A Scout is Kind.  A Scout understands there is strength in being gentle.  He treats others as he wants to be treated.  He does not harm or kill anything without reason.
Scout #6  lights the sixth white candle.

Scout #5:  A Scout is Obedient.  A Scout follows the rules of his family, school and troop.  He obeys the Laws of his community and country.  If he thinks these rules and laws are unfair, he tries to have them changed in an orderly manner rather than disobey them.

Scout #6   lights the seventh white candle.

Scout #5: A Scout is Cheerful.  A Scout looks for the bright side of life.  He cheerfully does tasks that come his way.  He tries to make others happy.
Scout #6  lights the eighth white candle.

Scout #5: A Scout is Thrifty.  A Scout works to pay his way and to help others.  He saves for the future.  He protects and conserves natural resources.  He carefully uses time and property.
Scout #6: lights the ninth white candle.

Scout #5: A Scout is Brave.  A Scout can face danger even if he is afraid.  He has the courage to stand for what he thinks is right even if others laugh at him or threaten him.

Scout #6: lights the tenth white candle.

Scout #5: A Scout is Clean.  A Scout keeps his body and mind fit and clean.  He surrounds himself with those who believe in living by these same ideals.  He helps keep his home and community clean.

Scout #6: lights the eleventh white candle.

Scout #5:  A Scout is Reverent.  A Scout is reverent toward God.  He is faithful in his religious duties.  He respects the beliefs of others.

Scout #6 lights the twelfth white candle.

Leader #1:  I now declare this Eagle Court of Honor officially open and the Trail of the Eagle will begin.

(At this point, the five Scouts and two honor guard Scouts participating in the Trail of the Eagle will have rank signs and are still lined up in the lobby with the Eagle candidate.  They will walk in caterpillar style stopping along the way at various points as each rank is announced)
Voice of the Eagle – Leader #2, Assistant Scoutmaster, Troop 75.

This is the voice of the Eagle, we remember well 11 years ago when you began your walk on the trail to Eagle, how as a Tiger Cub you looked ahead with ambition and determination.  Look back now at the trail you have followed, look at the experience you had and at all you have learned.
Scout: 
We remember when you took your first step on the trail that leads toward Eagle.  You began to build yourself physically, mentally, and morally.  You started living the Scout Oath and Law.  All the while you were on the trail, we watched you study and we saw you learn by doing.  First you were only a Scout, and there were many of your friends who began the trail with you.  But we knew even then that not all would complete the trail and earn the Eagle Rank.

Tenderfoot: Next you and most of your brother Scouts moved along the trail toward the next rank.  You had to learn to prepare for overnight camping and how to tie simple knots.  You learned proper respect for the flag, and how to display and fold it.  Most important of all…you had to memorize and understand the Scout Oath and Law.  Only when you had learned these skills did we call you a Tenderfoot Scout, but you did not remain a Tenderfoot long.  Soon you and your friends were again moving up the trial.
Second Class: You learned to work with members of your patrol and began to develop your patrol spirit.  You continued to learn the basics of camping and the outdoors.  You learned to use a compass and maps and you learned how to safely use a knife and axe.  You learned to pitch a tent and cook on an open fire.  You learned emergency first aid procedures.  You learned to swim and you participated in your first required service project.  Only when you had accomplished all of this, could you be called a Second Class Scout.  
First Class: When a scout in Troop 75 earns his first class rank, he really is First Class.  You learned to find directions in both day and night, and how to determine the height of trees or the width of a stream without measure.  You learned to identify plants found in your area and how to cook for your patrol at camp.  You learned more about first aid and for the first time, began to lead other younger scouts.  We recognized you as a new First Class Scout.  At this point many scouts find a comfortable place to slow down and catch their breath before continuing along the trail.  You remained here for a while, living in first class glory, but finally your ambitions stirred you on.   You knew you still had a journey ahead and it was time to move on.

Star:   Once you started, the trail was not as difficult as it first appeared.  You found that your earlier training had taught you well and prepared you with the skills required to navigate this part of the trail.  You had to earn six Merit Badges, and participated in community service projects.  You held positions of leadership within the troop and you learned that it was just as important to give scouting to younger boys as it was to learn new skills yourself.  When you completed these requirements, we called you a Star Scout.
Life: The trail began to look very steep now, and much less worn.  Fewer Scouts seemed to heading in your directions.  You looked back and saw the crowds behind you, then you looked ahead and saw that only a few had made it this far along the trail.  The path forward required more merit badges to be earned and more community service to be performed.  There were many younger boys who looked to you for directions and leadership.  You were a member of the troop leadership corps.  Soon, the Life Scout badge, the symbol of the heart, was placed on your uniform.  Your thoughts as you received your badge were of relief and accomplishment, “Now, I am close to the Eagle” the end of the trail seemed to be near and with the same determination with which you started your climb, you continued along your trail.
Eagle:  You looked ahead, the path had become very narrow and there were many distractions along the way.  You, however, close to continue toward the Eagle.  In order to earn the badge of Eagle, you earned 21merit badges.  You planned, developed, carried out an extensive service project which demonstrated true leadership and service to the community, and served as a troop officer for six months.

In just a few short years, a Scout undergoes a miraculous transformation from someone who struggles to memorize the Law of the Pack to someone who lives the Boy Scout Oath and Law. From someone who wants to go camping, to someone who has been camping many times, from someone who needs to be led to someone who leads others.  But a more miraculous transformation is yet to come, as a boy becomes an Eagle Scout.  Eagle Scout Name, we have seen you grow from a Tiger Cub to a Boy Scout and now an Eagle Scout.  The awarding of the Eagle badge is an important and serious occasion, the climax and the goal for which a Scout works many years, an occasion for pride and joy, a time for serious contemplation.  We have watched your character unfold and mature, we have seen your understanding of citizenship expand, we have watched as your leadership abilities grew.  Now, as you stand at the threshold of your right to wear the Eagle, and to join those who went before you.  Please come forward to the threshold.
Leader #1:  Will the honor guard of Scout #7 and Scout #8  please escort the candidate forward?  


(Honor guard will walk on either side of the Eagle and walk him up to the altar)
(Trail to Eagle Scouts will follow and place the rank signs in order along the altar rail)

Leader #1:  Thank you Scouts for assisting with the Trail to Eagle.  Please be seated.
(Optional) Leader #1 :  I would like to call forward singer and guitar player, to sing “On Eagle’s Wings”.  The words to the song are included in your program, we ask you to join in for the refrain.

On Eagle’s Wings is sung
The Challenge:​

Leader #1:  Eagle Scout Name, the Eagle award is the highest and most coveted rank in scouting, the last major step in the advancement program.  At this point, we trust you have benefited from the aims of scouting in your character development, citizenship training, and personal fitness.  I’d like to ask Eagl /Leader #2 and Leader #3, Assistant Scoutmaster of Troop 75  to come forward.
Eagle / Leader #2: I am Eagle Scout from Troop 75 and I ask why this candidate should be considered for this honor. 
Leader #3:  Today we are here to honor a young man as he becomes an Eagle Scout.  At this time I would like to tell you a bit about Eagle Scout Name’s scouting experiences.  Eagle began his scouting career in the first grade with a Tiger Cub Den lead by Den Leader.  He earned his Arrow of Light from Cub Scout Pack # and crossed over to Boy Scouts in Year.  He earned  # merit badges, served as (list leadership positions). He attended Philmont Scouting Camp in Cimarron New Mexico in year. He also was the navigator during his trip to Sabbatis in year. (etc.)
Eagle Name’s Eagle Scout project was called “Project”. (Briefly summarize the Eagle Project, including the need that was met, execution of the project, and impact to the beneficiary, in three paragraphs or less).
Eagle / Leader #3: I accept this candidate's qualifications for this rank.  Becoming an Eagle is not the end of the journey, it is merely the beginning.  As an Eagle, you have far greater responsibilities than you had before.  As an Eagle Scout, the Scout Oath and Scout law should take on new meaning for you: the motto and slogan take on new urgency. 
As an Eagle your first obligation is to live with honor.  You are a marked man, a leader; for good or ill, people will follow the example you set. Give up everything before you give up your reputation and good name.  As Shakespeare said “Mine honor is my life; both grow in one. Take honor from me and my life is done” Let the white of the eagle badge remind you of honor.
Your second obligation as an Eagle Scout is to be loyal. As a follower you promised to be loyal to those above you.  Now, as a leader you also be loyal to those below you, treating them as you would want to be treated. You must also be loyal you your ideals, not letting others sway you from your course. Let the blue of the Eagle badge 

 remind you of loyalty.

Your third obligation as an Eagle Scout is to be courageous.  Stepping into your new role as a leader, you will face many challenges and obstacles. A ship in the harbor is safe, but that’s not what ships are for. You must have the courage to do what’s right, no matter what other people do or say. Let the red of the Eagle badge remind you of courage. 

Your fourth obligation is to serve others, for a leader is above all a servant. Let the practice of a daily good turn lead to a lifetime of service, for only in giving of yourself do you give anything of value.  Just as it always has, let the scroll on your badge remind you of service. 

Your final obligation as an Eagle Scout is to have vision.  As a leader you must now blaze your own trail.  Just as a bald eagle soaring high above the ground can look far into the distance, so too must you look far into the future.  Many people will follow you: only with vision will you lead them in the right direction. Let the silver eagle hanging from your badge remind you of vision. 

These are your obligations as an eagle scout: HONOR, LOYALTY, COURAGE, SERVICE, and VISION.  By meeting these obligations you can lead your troop, your family, your community, and your nation into a better tomorrow.  
When we began the program tonight, you joined with your fellow scouts in repeating the Scout Oath.  Now you stand alone and repeat a new oath, the Eagle Scout Promise.  Though the words you say are similar to those you have said so many times, today they will mean more to you than they ever have.  When you pledge yourself on your sacred honor, you will be sealing your oath with the words which close the Declaration of Independence.  I would like all the Eagle Scouts in the audience to please stand at this time and rededicate themselves by repeating the Eagle Scout Promise with our New Eagle Scout.

          Please make the Scout Sign and repeat after me: 
I reaffirm my allegiance

To the three promises of the Scout Oath.

I thoughtfully recognize

And take upon myself

The obligations and responsibilities

Of an Eagle Scout.

On my honor I will do my best

To make my training and example,

My rank and my influence

Count strongly for better Scouting

And for better citizenship

In my troop,

In my community,

And in my contacts with other people.

To this I pledge my sacred honor.
Please be seated.
(Eagle / Leader #2 and Leader #3 take their seats)

Leader #1:  At this point I would like to introduce Assistant Scoutmaster, Leader #4, who will read a poem called “100 Scouts”.

Leader #4:  Of any 100 boys who become Scouts, it must be confessed that 30 will drop out in their first year.  Perhaps this may be regarded as a failure, but in later life all of these will remember that they had been Scouts and will speak well of the program.  Of the 100, only rarely will one ever appear before a juvenile court judge.  Twelve of the 100 will be from families that belong to no church.  Through Scouting, these 12 and many of their families will be brought into contact with a church and will continue to be active all their lives.  Six of the 100 will become pastors.  Each of the 100 will learn something from scouting.  Almost all will develop hobbies that will add interest throughout the rest of their lives.  Approximately one half will serve in the military and in varying degrees profit from their Scout training.  At least one will use it to save another person’s life and many will credit it with saving their own.  
Two of the 100 will reach the rank of Eagle, and at least one will later say that he values his Eagle above his college degree.  Many will find their future vocation through merit-badge work and Scouting contacts.  Seventeen of the 100 boys will later become Scout Leaders and will give leadership to thousands of additional boys.
Only one in four boys in America will become a Scout, but it is interesting to know that of the leaders of this nation in business, religion and politics, three of every four were Scouts.

This story will never end.  Like the “Golden Pebble” of service dropped into the human sea it will continue to radiate in ever widening circles, influencing the characters of men down through unending time.

Today we honor one Scout in a hundred.  We know the things he has done in the past; imagine what he can do in the future.
(Leader #4 returns to his seat).
Leader #1: A little while ago the Voice of the Eagle presented you with all the different ranks in Scouting.  One Rank was not elaborated on. That was the Rank of Eagle Scout. 
          But what does it mean to be an Eagle Scout. 
I would like to ask Leader #5, Assistant Scout Master to tell us.

Leader #5: We are here tonight to honor a young man as he becomes an Eagle Scout.  As we do so, it is important to reflect on what it means to be an Eagle Scout.  So what can the Eagle Scout do?  Let’s take a better look at some of the things he has done in preparing to be an Eagle Scout.  

As we’ve heard, he has earned the Scout badge and the ranks of Tenderfoot, Second Class, First Class, Star, Life, and finally Eagle. Along the way he earned 12 required merit badges and at least  nine elective merit badges, served in troop leadership positions for more than 16 months, and spent at least 12 hours on service projects, not including the many hours he spent on his Eagle Scout service project.  In all he has completed approximately 325 different requirements. So what have these requirements taught him?  Who is the Eagle Scout?

First and foremost, of course, he is an outdoorsman.  He knows how to camp, swim, hike, use tools, build a fire, and find his way with a map and compass.  He’s spent at least 20 days and nights camping out in a tent he pitched on a site he selected. The Eagle Scout is comfortable with nature.  He can identify local animals and plants including poisonous plants.  Many of those times he planned his own menu and cooked his own food. He understands the causes of water, land, and air pollution.  He has spent eight hours studying a 10 acre plot of land and has reported what he saw. 

He embodies the Scout Motto, “Be Prepared.” He knows how to treat fractures, 
head injuries, hypothermia, convulsions, frostbite, burns, abdominal pain, muscle cramps, even knocked-out teeth.  He knows what to do for fires, explosions, desert emergencies, motor-vehicle accidents, mountain accidents, food poisoning, gas leaks, earthquakes, floods, tornadoes, hurricane, atomic emergencies,  and avalanches.

The Eagle Scout is a good citizen. He’s been to a town council meeting and knows how the town government is organized.  He’s studied the town budget.  He knows who his U.S. Senators and Representative are and has written a letter to one of them.  He’s read the Declaration of Independence and the U.S. Constitution.
He knows how to manage his money and understands the benefits of putting his 
money in savings bonds, mutual funds, or common stocks.  He can find foreign- 
currency exchange rates in the newspaper.  

He is a good family member.  He knows what things are important to the members of his family and has talked to his family about finances, drug abuse, and growing up.  He’s done a safety inspection of his home and reviewed his family’s escape plans.  

All of these things he did in order to earn the merit badges required for Eagle.  Beyond those, Eagle Name earned # elective merit badges that introduced him to such subjects as: (list elective merit badges). So what is an Eagle Scout? Well, to quote an old Handbook for Scoutmasters “he is a young man who is qualified to help others as well as take care of himself.”  His badge is not “a decoration, but rather a symbol of knowledge and ability.

Introduction of the Eagle Scout
Leader #1: It’s now time for the highlight of our program: the presentation of the Eagle Scout Award.  I’d like to ask Scout Master Leader #6 to come forward to make the appropriate presentations.

Will the honor guard of Scout #7 and Scout #8 please escort our parents to the altar. 

(Leader #1 walks over to Eagle to assist with the presentations)
Leader #6:  Eagle Name, the symbol of your success is the Eagle Badge and Neckerchief which will now replace your troop neckerchief.  Your Mother and Father have undoubtedly been your primary source of help and strength.  They helped with your first uniform as a Tiger Cub and today they will help award your Eagle.

No one will ever know the countless acts of self-sacrifices from your family.  They have supported you and believed in you.  They stand here very proud of all you have done.
Mother’s name, please remove Eagle’s neckerchief and slide.

Mother, please place the Eagle neckerchief and slide around Eagle’s neck.

Father’s name, please take the Eagle Badge and ribbon and pin them on Eagle.

Eagle, take the mother’s Pin and pin it on your mother.

Eagle, take the father’s pin and pin it on your father 

In Randolph Hall there is a plaque that contains the names of every Eagle Scout since the Troop’s formation in 1910.  Today your name has been added as the (eagle number) Eagle Scout in Troop 75.  That in itself says it all.  This plaque remains on permanent display here at the church.
AND NOW IT GIVES ME GREAT PLEASURE TO PRESENT TO YOU TROOP 75’s NEWEST EAGLE SCOUT Eagle Name!
Honor Guard of Scout #7 and Scout #8 please escort Eagle’s  parents to their seats.

Leader #6:  At this time Troop 75 would like to present to you, Eagle name, this framed remembrance.  It is signed by all the Scouts and Scout Leaders of Troop 75.  We congratulate you and wish you success in the future.
We would also like to present you with this commemorative Eagle Coin.  On the back of the coin we have engraved your name, the date of your court of honor, and your Eagle number in the history of Troop 75.
(Leader #6 returns to his seat, Leader #1 returns to the podium)
Leader #1: Call forward any special guests whom have a presentation to make:
1. 
2 
3.
4.               
5. 
6.
7.
8. Eagle parents 
Leader #1:  We would like to hear now from Eagle name, our newest Eagle Scout.
(Eagle Scout provides prepared remarks)
Leader #1: Thank you Justin.  
Will Scout #3 and Scout #4 please come forward for the closing ceremony?

Scout #3 :  As Scout #4  puts out the white candles, which represents purity, may we be ever mindful or our obligation, that a Scout is clean.  He keeps clean in body and thought, stands for clean speech, clean sport, clean habits and travels in a clean crowd.

Scout #3:  As Scout #4  puts out the blue candle which represents loyalty, may we be ever mindful of our obligation, that a Scout is Loyal.  He is loyal to all to whom loyalty is due….His God, His country, his mother, and his scout leaders.

Scout #3:  As Scout #4  puts out the red candle, which represents courage and sacrifice, may we be ever mindful of our obligation to remember the sacrifices that have been made for us by many others, that we may enjoy the lives of good citizens in the American way.

(Scout #3 and Scout #4 take their seats)
Leader #1:  On behalf of Troop 75 and the Eagle Last Name family,  I would like to thank all of you for coming today.  I ask all Scouts to stand.  We will end this meeting as we do every other one.  Please bow your heads and make the Scout sign.

“May the Great Masters of All Scouts be with us until we meet again.”
This Eagle Court of Honor is now officially closed.
The Eagle last name family cordially invites you back to Randolph Hall for a reception.
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