2026 Challenge Series

 


OVERVIEW

The Western Riding for Everyone 2026 Challenge Series is a four-event competition designed to test riders' technical skills and speed in a friendly, supportive environment. Points will be awarded at each clinic, with an overall series champion crowned at the conclusion of the final event in July.

EVENT DETAILS

Schedule

· Event 1: 25th April 2026

· Event 2: 30th May 2026

· Event 3: 27th June 2026

· Event 4: 25th July 2026 (Finals)

Location

All events will be held at Whitewoods, Whitewoods Lane, Horne, Surrey RH6 9LD

Registration Fees

· £60 per clinic (4 clinics total = £220 for the complete series)
· £5 from each clinic entry fee will contribute to the trophy and prize fund
· Payments can be made in instalments via PayPal
· All bookings must be made through the website: www.western-riding.co.uk
· Full series payment (£220) must be received before the first clinic in April

Cancellation Policy

We understand that circumstances can change. The following cancellation policy applies:

· More than 4 weeks before Event 1: Full refund minus £10 administration fee
· 2-4 weeks before Event 1: 50% refund (£110)
· Less than 2 weeks before Event 1: No refund
· Transferring your place: You may transfer your place to another rider at any time with written notice to the organizers
· Individual clinic cancellations: If you miss a single clinic due to illness or injury (with medical certificate), you may attend a make-up session if available, subject to a £10 rebooking fee
Horse injury or illness: If your horse is injured or ill (with veterinary certificate), you may transfer to another suitable horse or defer to the next series if available
Event cancellation by organizers: In the unlikely event we must cancel an event due to weather, venue issues, or unforeseen circumstances, we will reschedule or provide a full refund for that clinic

Note: 

1. All refund requests must be made in writing via email or through the website. 
2. Refunds will be processed within 14 days of approval.


Event Format: Each clinic will consist of two components

1. Technical Challenge: A pattern-based challenge testing precision, control, and technical riding skills

2. Speed Event: A timed challenge testing speed and agility while maintaining control

Important: Patterns for both technical and speed challenges will be sent to all registered participants in advance of each event to allow for practice and preparation.

Scoring System
	Placement
	Points
	Criteria

	1st
	50
	Highest technical score

	2nd
	45
	Second highest technical score

	3rd
	40
	Third highest technical score

	4th
	35
	Fourth highest technical score

	5th
	30
	Fifth highest technical score

	6th-10th
	25
	Completed pattern successfully

	Participation
	10
	Attempted pattern (all other participants)



Points Per Event- Points will be awarded separately for the Technical Challenge and Speed Event at each clinic, then combined for a total event score.

Technical Challenge Points


Speed Event Points

	Placement
	Points
	Criteria

	1st
	50
	Fastest time

	2nd
	45
	Second fastest time

	3rd
	40
	Third fastest time

	4th
	35
	Fourth fastest time

	5th
	30
	Fifth fastest time

	6th-10th
	25
	Completed course successfully

	Participation
	10
	Attempted course (all other participants)



Maximum Points Per Event

· Technical Challenge: 50 points maximum
· Speed Event: 50 points maximum
· Total Per Event: 100 points maximum
· Series Total: 400 points maximum (across all 4 events)


COMPETITION RULES

Eligibility

· Open to all members of Western Riding for Everyone Facebook group
· Riders must pre-register for the whole series in advance
· Registration covers all four events (April, May, June, and July)
· Appropriate safety equipment (helmet, boots) must be worn at all times

Pattern Distribution

· Patterns will be sent to registered participants at least one week prior to each event
· Patterns are confidential and should not be shared with non-participants
· Practice of patterns is encouraged before attending the clinic

Judging Criteria

Technical Challenge - Riders will be scored on:

· Accuracy and precision in executing the pattern
· Control and responsiveness of the horse
· Smoothness of transitions
· Overall presentation and horsemanship
· Completion of all required elements

Speed Event - Riders will be scored on:

· Time to complete the course (fastest time wins)
· Penalties may be applied for knocked poles, missed markers, or off-pattern
· Safety and control must be maintained at all times

Time Penalties

· Knocked pole/barrel: +5 seconds
· Missed gate/marker: +10 seconds
· Off pattern: Disqualification from that event (10 participation points awarded)
· Unsafe riding: Disqualification at judge's discretion

Ties

· In the event of a tie in technical scores, tied riders will share points (average of tied positions)
· In the event of a tie in speed times, a run-off may be held at the organizer's discretion
For overall series ties, the rider with more first-place finishes wins; if still tied, most second-place finishes, and so on.

Attendance Requirements

· Riders may miss one event and still be eligible for overall series awards
· Riders who miss more than one event are ineligible for overall series championship
· All four events count toward the overall series total



AWARDS AND RECOGNITION

Event Awards

At each clinic, awards will be presented for:

· Top 3 Technical Challenge
· Top 3 Speed Event
· Top 3 Overall Event (combined scores)

Series Championship Awards

At the final event in July, the following series awards will be presented:

· Overall Series Champion (highest total points across all four events)
· Reserve Champion (second highest total points)
· Third Place (third highest total points)
· Most Improved Rider (greatest improvement from Event 1 to Event 4)
· Sportsmanship Award (voted by participants)

Sample Scoring Scenario - here's an example of how points might be calculated across the series:

	Rider
	Event 1
	Event 2
	Event 3
	Event 4

	Sarah
	95
	90
	100
	95

	Emma
	85
	95
	90
	100

	Jessica
	80
	85
	85
	90

	TOTAL
	—
	—
	—
	Series Total

	Sarah
	—
	—
	—
	380 🏆

	Emma
	—
	—
	—
	370 🥈

	Jessica
	—
	—
	—
	340 🥉



In this example, Sarah wins the overall series championship with 380 total points, Emma is Reserve Champion with 370 points, and Jessica places third with 340 points.

Sportsmanship

· This series is designed to be fun, educational, and supportive
· Encourage and support your fellow riders
· Respect the judges' decisions - their rulings are final
· Celebrate everyone's achievements, not just the winners


We look forward to seeing you at the clinics and watching everyone grow throughout the series

Good luck to all participants



SAFETY RULES

Safety is our absolute top priority. All participants must adhere to the following safety requirements:

Mandatory Safety Equipment

· ASTM/SEI approved riding helmet must be worn and properly fastened at all times when mounted
· Sturdy riding boots with a heel (minimum 1/2 inch) - no trainers, wellingtons, or open-toed footwear
· Body protectors are recommended but not mandatory
· Properly fitted tack in good repair - event organizers reserve the right to inspect tack

Horse Welfare and Fitness

· Horses must be fit, healthy, and sound to participate
· Any signs of lameness, illness, or distress will result in withdrawal from competition
· Horses must be appropriately shod or trimmed for the riding surface
· Evidence of current tetanus vaccination may be required
· Aggressive or dangerous behaviour from horses will not be tolerated

Rider Conduct

· Riders must be in control of their horse at all times
· Follow all instructions from event organizers, judges, and venue staff immediately
· No alcohol or drugs before or during participation
Unsafe riding, dangerous behaviour, or abuse of horses will result in immediate disqualification and removal from the venue
· Maintain safe distances from other horses (minimum one horse length)

Emergency Procedures

· First aid facilities will be available on site
· In case of accident or injury, inform event organizers immediately
· Event organizers reserve the right to stop any activity if safety is compromised
· Emergency contact details must be provided during registration

Spectators and Non-Participants

· Spectators must remain in designated areas at all times
· Children must be supervised by an adult at all times
· Dogs must be kept on leads and under control
· Do not approach horses without owner permission


Questions and Contact

If you have any questions about the series, rules, or events, please:

· Post in the Western Riding for Everyone Facebook group
· Contact the event organizers directly
· Check the group for updates and announcements


LIABILITY DISCLAIMER AND ASSUMPTION OF RISK

IMPORTANT - PLEASE READ CAREFULLY

Horse riding is an inherently dangerous activity. By registering for and participating in the Western Riding for Everyone 2026 Challenge Series, all participants acknowledge and accept the following:

Acknowledgment of Risk

· I understand that horse riding carries inherent risks including, but not limited to, falls, kicks, bites, collisions, and unpredictable horse behaviour
· I acknowledge that these risks can result in serious injury or death to riders, spectators, and horses
· I understand that horses are unpredictable animals and may react unexpectedly to various stimuli
· I accept that accidents can occur despite all reasonable safety precautions

Assumption of Risk

· I voluntarily assume all risks associated with participating in this event
· I confirm that I am physically and mentally capable of participating
· I confirm that my horse is suitable and adequately trained for the activities
· I am responsible for my own safety and the safety of my horse

Release of Liability

· I agree to hold Western Riding for Everyone, event organizers, judges, volunteers, and Whitewoods venue from any liability, claims, demands, or causes of action
· This release applies to all losses, damages, injuries, or death that may occur as a result of my participation
· I waive any right to make a claim against the organizers, venue, or associated parties except in cases of gross negligence

Insurance and Medical

· I confirm that I have adequate personal accident and public liability insurance
· I authorize event organizers to seek emergency medical treatment on my behalf if necessary
· I am responsible for all medical costs incurred as a result of injury

Media and Photography

· I consent to being photographed or filmed during the event
· I grant permission for these images to be used for promotional purposes by Western Riding for Everyone


By registering for this series, I confirm that I have read, understood, and agree to all the above terms and conditions, safety rules, and liability disclaimers.


Signed:	……………………………………………………….

Dated:	………………………………………………………..
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