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Where are we now?
Where would we like to go?
How will we get there?




What exactly is Timbuctoo?

Today, Timbuctoo might be seen as just another rural neighborhood in Westampton
Township. Timbuctoo also represents important milestones in American history. Timbuctoo
was first settled when four formerly enslaved men from Maryland (David Parker, Wardell
Parker, Ezekiel Parker and Hezekiah Hall) purchased parcels of land from a Quaker farmer
named William Hilyard in September of 1826.

Over the next three decades, the community grew, and its residents established the African
Union School, the Zion Wesleyan Methodist Episcopal African Church, the Beneficial
Society of the United Sons and Daughters of Timbuctoo and Vicinity, and other
organizations. In 1830 and future decades, Timbuctoo residents were listed by nhame in each
decennial census. As early as 1851, Timbuctoo residents read about themselves in local
newspapers and were listed in official government birth and death records. Most
Timbuctoo residents owned their land.

As a result of these documents, a plethora of records are available today that convey
Ti mbuctoods history and provide material for
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Welcome

to our Annual Report! ;
We are excited to share our accomplishments

and our vision for the future.

Where are we now?

Where would we like to go?

How will we get there?

This is a noted adage of strategic planning.
This is also how we measure success and
identify areas needing improvement. To this
end, here we review our activities to assess
our progress and determine a path forward.
We also acknowledge and extend gratitude to
our contributors and our volunteers. We could
not do it without you! Please feel free to
contact us atinfo@ TimbuctooNJ.com with any
feedback.

Our Mission:

The mission of the Timbuctoo Historical

Society is to seek, document, preserve,
interpret, and perpetuate the history and

heritage of Timbuctoo, an unincorporated

community in Westampton Township,

Burlington County, settled beginning in 1826

by formerly enslaved and free African T

Americans. The Timbuctoo Historical Society
was founded by Timbuctoo descendant Guy
Weston in 2019 as a New Jersey no#profit
corporation. This organization was created to
establish an independent mechanism to
preserve and protect Timbuctoo. We carry out
our mission through:

1 Preservation/Protection
¢ Research and Publication

¢ Education and Outreach

2%

TIMBUCTOO]

Q= Est. 1826 —O

Preservation and
Protection Goals for 2023

1. Submit application to list Timbuctoo on
the New Jersey and National Register of
Historic Places.

Identify Cultural Resources Consulting
firm for cemetery conservation and

ground -penetrating radar (GPR) survey

services.

Progress in 2023

is a fundamental

been oval

of this application

Listing on the registers of historic places

step in preserving
historic properties; providing protection

from encroachment from developers, etc.,
as well as access to additional funding
opportunities that are designated for
projects whose historic significance has

i dat ed.
(40 pages plus

)

attachments) was submitted in July 2023,

and we expect
completed in 2024.

the process

to be
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1 The National Park Service has a second
designation for certain historic sites called
the Underground Railroad Network of
Freedom. That application is substantially
less intense, and a final application was
submitted in this case. Notification is
expected in the Spring.

1 The New Jersey Historical Commission has
implemented a Black Heritage Trail project

Oto promote awar enes sPublished togajeapdimakes severgl extagts

Progress in 2022 -2023

In 20222023 we authored or contributed to
seven scholarly papers or book chapters on

Ti mbuctoo. Mo s t not ab

the First Emancipation of the Nineteenth
Century, 6 published

in January 2022, represents an important
milestone. While only 8500 words, it is the
most comprehensive history of Timbuctoo
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application was submitted in January 2024.

! We met with Richard Grubb and Associates
in November and executed a Memorandum
of Agreement to begin working on a
cemetery preservation project in Spring
2024.

1 For 2024 we have also sought funding for
fencing and other aesthetic enhancements
at the cemetery as well as preservation and
exhibition of vintage photographs dating to
the 1930s. (approval pending)

Research and Publications
Goals for 2022-2023

1. Continue publication of research findings
to contribute to research literature and
provide material for use in our curriculum
project targeting local schools.

2. Dissemination of publications through
lectures, the Timbuctoo website, and other
online resources.

3. Continue transcription/digitization and
dissemination of 19th Century newspaper
articles about Timbuctoo.

available online for the first time.

We also have funding for a newspaper
digitization project, through which we
have identified twenty -four additional
articles about Timbuctoo and/or related
Black history. This information provides
critical insights into local history, as well as
providing material for our curriculum
project. After digitization and/or
transcription, the articles are placed on our
website and will also be used in a journal
article focusing on insights of 1800s Black
communities from local newspapers .
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Publications about Timbuctoo 2022 -2023

Brenda Randol ph with Guy Weston, ORewritincg
Jer s ey, 0 ABAfricana Magazine for Teachers and Students, (by Brenda
Randolph with Guy Weston) Fall 2023

Christopher Barton and Guy Weston , "Self, Service, and Social Activism: Community
Archaeology at Timbuctoo, New Jersey" International Journal of Historical
Archaeology, (2023),

Guy Weston, "Black History Makers in Burlington County, New Jersey: Revolutionary
War Era to the Mid -Nineteenth Century," AAHGS Journal, Vol. 40 (2023): 96106

Cheryl Alspach, JoAnn Donnelly, Kevin Risley and Guy Weston, "Teaching
Timbuctoo: Raising the Profile of Antebellum Free Black People in New Jersey"
AAHGS Journal, Vol. 39 (2023): 5261

Guy Weston, OFinding My Fourth Great Grandn
Barnes Bruer Hall, (1790s-1 8 7 2AH&S Journal, Vol 38 (2022):4957

Forward to Archaeology of Race and Class in Timbuctoo by Christopher Barton,
Gainesville, University of Florida Press, 2022
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New Jersey Studies Vol. 8 No. 1 ( Winter 2022)



