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Grace and peace to you, friends and family of Salmon Creek United Methodist 
Church! 
 
As I write to you today, I am looking out of my office window enjoying the beautiful yel-
low & red leaves of the small tree in front of this building dedicated to Sue Wiltsey for 
her many years of loving service to Salmon Creek UMC! It is a reminder to me of the 
many people in my life for whom I am thankful! After recent rains many of the colorful 
leaves in our area have fallen into puddles of color on the ground, so I’m sure this tree 
will soon do the same. Still, this is one of my favorite times of the year as cooler weath-
er sets in, and plans for Thanksgiving celebrations begin to overlap with preparation for 
Advent.  
 
Last month I shared a look ahead to our upcoming Advent series, Reflecting the Sacred. 
Through scriptures, reflection, and music of the Advent season we will be reminded of 
the sacred that shows up in our lives in unexpected ways every day. This series is in-
spired by Richard Rohr’s The Universal Christ and a companion devotional book called 
Every Thing Is Sacred, co-authored by Patrick Boland. I know of one small group, our 
Sunday Night Learners, planning to do an extended study of Rohr’s The Universal Christ 
that will take them into the season of Lent. If you are interested in learning more about 
this class, I encourage you to talk with their leader, Dave Nieda.   
 
Before we look too far down the road, I want to thank all of you who have turned in 
2026 giving pledge cards during our Invest in God’s Nest stewardship focus. It has been a 
gift to me during the month of November to remember that we truly 
have so much for which to be grateful. Please know I am grateful to God 
for the gift each of you are in my life and to the life of this congregation. 
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Moving into December, there are several special things about which I want to be sure 
you know! 
 
Sunday, December 14th will be a very special morning of worship, as our music ministry 
groups share the gift of Lessons and Carols for our 10 AM service! This would be a great 
time to invite friends and neighbors to join us for worship! 
 
This Sunday, November 23rd our Mission Giving Tree is scheduled to go up in the entry, 
and may already be up by the time you read this! We will again be providing gifts for 
families who have graduated from the Family Promise program. Unwrapped gifts will 
need to be at church by December 7th so that they can be delivered the following week. 
Instructions will be available at the Giving Tree in the lobby. 
 
Monday, December 15th we will offer a Night of Hope service at 6 pm in Pioneer Chapel. 
This service is designed for anyone who has experienced loss or is struggling with feel-
ings of less than joy. It will focus on the hope and light we find in the season of Christ-
mas. Those who attended this service last year found it meaningful.  
 
Saturday, December 20th will be another great opportunity to enjoy the gift of music as 
Bells of the Cascades will be here at Salmon Creek UMC to share their holiday concert. 
 
Wednesday, December 24th we will celebrate Christmas Eve with three services:  5, 8, 
and 11 pm. All three services will be similar, and will end with candlelight. The 5 pm ser-
vice will be more family oriented, while the 8 pm service will include our chancel choir 
and hand bells. Make plans now to attend one of our services with your family. 
 
Peace and joy, 
Rev. Kim Poer 
 
 
 

Now thank we all our God, with heart and hands and voices, 
who wondrous things has done,  

in whom this world rejoices; who from our mother’s arms 
has blessed us on our way, with countless gifts of love, 

and still is ours today.  
 

Now Thank We All Our God, United Methodist Hymnal 102 



  
 

I GIVE THANKS 
 

“Give thanks to the Lord for He is good.”  Psalms 107:1 
 
As the Thanksgiving holiday has drawn to a close and we are now looking ahead to 
the Christmas season, I have found myself being extra aware of the many, many bless-
ings I have in my life.  I am truly thankful for my family, my health, and my ability to 
serve our Lord.  I am so very thankful for the great community of faith we have here 
at SCUMC.  Many loving and caring people come together to make worship and fel-
lowship a powerful, heart-warming, and spiritual experience that gives strength and 
hope as we go forward in Christ’s work.  It takes many hands to sustain our ministry, 
missions and facilities.  I am so very thankful for everyone who has 1 task, or several 
tasks, in making our church the greatest place to worship!   
 
Here are some “kudos” to folks who work very hard to make a difference here: 
 
I am thankful for the Trustees for their continuous hard work in maintaining 
our facilities. 
I am thankful for Matthew, Josh, and the Music Ministry for making excellent music. 
I am thankful for Nancy V. for her management of the office and her 
organizational skills. 
I am thankful for Richard and Larry for keeping our grounds looking beautiful. 
I am thankful for Angie and her team in making the Sunday morning services 
extra special. 
I am thankful for Friends in Faith who give their time and love to those in need. 
I am thankful for Tiffiney for building our Children’s programming. 
I am thankful for ALL the ministry team Chairs, who give so much time to serve. 
I am thankful for everyone who serves on a ministry team – all hands are needed. 
I am thankful for the Greeters and Ushers who give a smile and warm hello 
on Sundays. 
I am thankful for the Congregational Care Coordinators who listen, care and act. 
I am thankful for Winston and Finance Team for their work on our budget 
and expenses. 
I am thankful for the Coffee Fellowship teams who provide tasty treats. 
I am thankful for the Missions team and all their projects that support 
our community. 
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I am thankful for Glenn for thinking outside the box with his invention for Lilly. 
I am thankful for Little Fish Preschool in guiding and loving those little children. 
I am thankful for our newest team volunteers – Andy, Suzy, Nancy H., Claire, 
Joanie, Mikaela, and Ted. 
I am thankful for Cathy M. for all her work in membership and finances. 
I am thankful for all the small Bible Study groups who learn together while caring. 
I am thankful for Greg for changing the outside sign announcements. 
I am thankful for Women’s and Men’s ministry groups. 
I am VERY thankful for Pastor Kim who leads graciously, loves all and never says no. 
 
This list is certainly not complete – I am so thankful for everyone who is a part of 
SCUMC.  It is everyone coming together, being one in Christ, that makes life here so 
pleasurable, inspirational, and desirable.   
 
Yes, in this season of thanks and celebration, I am truly thankful, blessed and fulfilled.  
I couldn’t ask for more! 
 
Lila DeBolt 
Chair, Administrative Board, 2025, 2026 
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   TENTATIVE DATES FOR THE YEAR 

 

 
 
 

December 2025 
12/2/25 Ad Board 6:00 pm 
12/7—14 Family Promise Week 
12/8/25 Worship Committee 5:30 pm 
12/9/25 SPRC 6:30 pm 
12/11/25 Trustees 5:30 pm 
12/14/25 Lessons and Carols worship 
12/14/25 Bake Sale Preschool Fundraiser—11:15 am 
12/15/25 Night of Hope Worship 6:00 pm 
12/20/25 BOC Christmas Concert 4:00 pm 
12/23/25 Finance 6:00 pm 
12/24/25 Christmas Eve Worship—5:00 pm, 8:00 pm, 11:00 pm 
12/24/25 Church Office closed for the holidays until January 5th 
12/28/25 Christmastide Hymn Sing 

 
January 2026  

1/4/26 De-greening  of the church 
1/6/26 COM, 4 pm/Ad Board meeting 6 pm 
1/8/26 Trustees 5:30 pm, SPRC 6:30 pm 
1/11/26 Kick Off Celebration 
1/13/26 Missions 6 pm 
1/18/26 Mission Breakfast 9 – 11:30 am 
1/24/26 Leadership Workshop for all serving on committees 9 am – 12 pm 
1/27/26 Meeting: Finance 6 pm 

 
February 2026  

2/3/26 Meetings: COM 4 pm, Ad Board 6 pm 
2/8/26  Souper Bowl of Caring – soup collection 
2/10/26 Missions 6 pm  
2/12/26  Trustees 5:30 pm, SPRC 6:30 pm  
2/14/26 Valentine Cookie Decorating (All ages)  
2/17/26 Fat Tuesday Pancake Dinner  
2/18/26 Ash Wednesday Services: 12 noon in Chapel, 6 pm Sanctuary 
2/22/26  Healing Prayer in worship/Scout Sunday 
2/24/26 Finance 
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The Clark County Methodist Youth Connection (CCMYC) invites youth from all local United Method-
ist churches to join us for our upcoming events through the end of 2025! Each month we gather for 
fun, faith, and connection — rotating between different church-
es in our area. These gatherings are open to all youth in grades 6
–12 and their friends. 

Here’s what’s coming up: 

 

December 2025 – Rotating Churches 

Dec 7 – First UMC:  Ornament Making & Carol Practice 

Dec 14 – Salmon Creek UMC: Caroling Service Project 

Dec 21 – Heights UMC:  Christmas Party 

Dec 28 – Orchards UMC:  Year-End Fellowship Gathering 

We would love for your youth to join in! These events are a 
great way for young people to build friendships, explore their 
faith, and be part of something bigger across Clark County. 

Stay tuned — our 2026 calendar will be released soon! 
Make sure you are up to date for all our upcoming events by checking out  website: 

Clark County Methodist Youth Connection  
Warmly, 

Lacey Kelley (she/her) 

Clark County Methodist Youth Director 
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Does your Christmas Gift list include your church?  During this holiday season, 
we ask you to prayerfully consider a gift for Salmon Creek United Methodist 

Church.  There are so many areas that need your financial support.  We are so 
grateful for each and every one of you.  We wish you all a very blessed, 

healthy, happy and safe holiday seasonand coming year. 
 

Merry Christmas, to all at Salmon Creek United Methodist Church! 

Salmon Creek United Methodist 
Church 
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Pay It Forward Update – Building for the Future 

Thanks to the generosity of our congregation, we have raised $132,000 in pledges towards 

our Pay It Forward 3-Year Capital Campaign. Your support helps care for the church facili-

ties that make our ministries possible, and we are deeply grateful to everyone who has 

contributed. 

But we still have work to do. Your continued help is essential in reaching our goal and en-

suring the future of our church. If you haven’t yet pledged or donated, there’s still time. 

You can return a pledge card, give a one-time gift, set up regular contributions, or donate 

online using Vanco – whatever works for you! Every gift, no matter the size, makes a differ-

ence. 

Your support today is an investment in the future of our church, ensuring that we can con-

tinue to serve, grow, and share God's love for many years to come. 
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PAY-IT-FORWARD 2025-27 – The new campaign November Update 

 

Dear Congregation: 

We have received, as of November 14th, $33,000 including $1,350 for donations 
by others for this year.  The pledged goal was $48,000 for 2025. Please renew 
your efforts for this year. This is an update for the PIF 2025 campaign. See the 
summary on the next page. 

 

We have pledges of $132,550 for the 3-year campaign. Thanks for the pledges! 
We will replace as necessary and as funds become available. Some of the funds 
may be for projects that become needed later. 

 

Projects completed this year were; replacing the Narthex HVAC, and re-piping 
plumbing in the FMC. Those projects used the remaining $20,000 from the previ-
ous Pay-It-Forward campaign and general funds that covered most of the rest. 

 

We also needed to replace the roof duct work as it was going bad and that was 
another ~$15,800, including roof vents – All in an effort to seal the roof over the 
Narthex. Those funds came from the new campaign funds. 

 

          (continued) 
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That said, we are finished for this year. Next year, the Trustees will evaluate pri-
orities. The PIF campaign funds need to address: 

4 HVAC Units including 2 for sanctuary - 30 years old  

Flat Roof Repairs 

Main Building Fire alarm panel - dates from the 1990’s, is obsolete and 

only has 4 smoke detectors for the main building, preschool with kitchen.  

Parking lot repaving of areas not repaved in 2016 and re-sealing. 

Carpets in offices, St Paul room, hallways and FMC. 

 

We promise to be good stewards. I’m very proud to be part of this congregation.  

Thank you very much for your generosity. 

Sincerely, 

 

 Steve Enyeart, Chair  

Trustees 
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 BECOME A “FRIEND OF THE PRESCHOOL” 
 

SCUMC is very fortunate to be home of the Little Fish Preschool.  This is a mission-
based endeavor to help community families with childcare and child socialization in a 
fun, Christian environment.  Our dedicated and loving teachers surround the children 
with warmth, sincerity and a great enthusiasm for sharing learning opportunities.  
There is craft-making, story -telling, playtime and nutritious snacks, all the ingredi-
ents for an active and fun-filled time together.  The Preschool operates 4 mornings 
per week, Monday thru Thursday.  
 
Matthew 19:14 says, “Let the little children come to me.”  Our mission for the chil-
dren who come to Little Fish is to begin a foundational learning of who Jesus was and 
is.  Through the time spent together, we hope that they recognize that Church is a 
special place where they have value and a voice to grow and become whomever they 
want.  We emphasize self-worth, give every child the love they deserve and try to in-
still a potential for greatness. 
 
As a congregation, we are very fortunate to have this mission in our midst.  We are 
following the UMC mission statement in “making disciples of Jesus Christ”, even at a 
very young age.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit, we strive to love boldly, we 
serve joyfully and we lead courageously in our community.  This is, and will continue 
to be, the guiding force in our commitment to families who entrust their children 
with us.   
 
We would like to give you, our devoted church congregation, an opportunity to assist 
in furthering the future of Litte Fish Preschool.  With your monetary donation, you 
can become a “FRIEND OF THE PRESCHOOL”.  Your generosity will be greatly appreci-
ated and you will be recognized as a “Patron of the Friends of the Preschool”.  Your 
gifts will aid in continuing the mission of caring for children and helping families in 
our community.   
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To give your gifts, you may give by check – placed in the offering plate each 
Sunday, with “Preschool donation” written on the memo line; you may give online 
using Vanco, selecting Preschool Donations; OR  you may present a check or cash in 
person to the Office Administrator.   
 
When you give to the Little Fish Preschool, you are enriching the life of a little per-
son who needs us in his or her life.  Please, prayerfully consider a donation to as-
sist in this ministry.  Let the children continue to come, learn and grow. 
 
Thank you. 
 
For more information, please contact Pastor Kim, 
Director Ashley Skelton, or Lila DeBolt. 
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Our preschool teachers, Ashley and Angela had a booth at the 

Pleasant Valley school holiday bazaar and sold items they made 

to earn money for the preschool. 
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Christmas 2025 Sharing Tree 
 

This year we will again be supporting the graduate fami-
lies from Family Promise. Our Sharing Tree will go up 

during the Hanging of the Greens on November 
23rd. Take a tag, purchase the item and bring the un-

wrapped item back by Sunday, December 7th. The items 
will be delivered to the families the following week. 

Gift receipts are always a good idea, 
especially for shoes or clothes. 
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Our Scout Troop 14 will have their annual 
Christmas Tree (and wreaths!) lot open in the 

space next to our parking lot beginning: 
Saturday after Thanksgiving at 1:00 pm 

Until December 13th 
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CHRISTMAS ORNAMENT EXCHANGE PARTY 
 

Ladies, mark your calendars for Sunday, December 7 at 2 pm 

for an afternoon of fun, fellowship, laughs, and refresh-

ments.  We will have an Ornament Exchange Party to get us 

in the spirit of Christmas.  The festivities will take place in 

the Fellowship Hall.  Please, bring a wrapped new, gently-

loved or handmade ornament to the party.  We’ll have fun 

“swapping” gifts.  There will be a drawing for door prizes 

too!  To cover some of the costs, a “love offering” will be 

available at your discretion.  So, get this date on your calen-

dar and plan to join in the fun.  If you have any questions, 

please reach out to Lila DeBolt.  See you for an afternoon of 

“ornamental” frolic!!! 
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2025 HOSTING: 

Last host week for this year: 

December 7-14 

Talk with Karen Beilsmith! 

Sign up to Volunteer 

www.signupgenius.com/

go/5080C4EABAD2EA3FB6-60441264-

copy/128297889#/ 

2026 dates have been scheduled! 

January 25—February 1st 

April 26—May 6th 

August 9—16th 

December 6—13th 

Family Promise is in search of a permanent Day Center that is 
close to the bus line and hopefully more centrally located. If you 
know of someone who has a space that meets the criteria on the 

flyer on the next page, please provide them with this information. 
Some Family Promise affiliates have someone looking for a tax 

write-off and will provide a space for a dollar a year. 

We can always dream! 
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Saturday, December 13th at 9:00 am 

to whenever .... we need volunteers to 

come help clean up leaves, trim, 

sweep, blow .... the more people we 

have, the faster it will be finished!  
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FUNDRAISER FOR OUR PRESCHOOL 

Hi Church Family! 

Little Fish Preschool is looking for bakers to help with our Bake Sale 
Fundraiser! We’ll be holding the sale after the Lessons and Carols 
worship service on December 14th to sell a variety of baked goods 
— but we can’t do it without your help. 

If you enjoy baking and can donate a dozen (or more!!) baked goods, 
please reach out to Nancy or Ashley. We kindly ask that all baked 

goods be dropped off by 9 a.m. on Saturday, December 
13th; at which time our team will be assembling plates with varie-

ties of cookies for the cookie exchange bake sale the next day 
(Sunday). 

Thank you for always supporting our mission to serve the community 
and share God’s love with these children. 

 

— Ashley and Angela  
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Come join us for a worship 

service filled with song 

and scripture! 

Sunday, December 14th, 

10:00 am 
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Christmas is not a time of joy for everyone.  Those suffering 
loss or illness or depression may not find the holiday season 
something to celebrate.  Join us for a “Night of Hope” in our 
Pioneer Chapel on Monday evening, December 15th, at 6:00 

pm.  Come and be with people who understand, love 
and support you. 
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Be sure to save the date for the annual 

Bells of the Cascades Christmas Concert 

Saturday, December 20th at 4:00 pm 

You don’t want to miss this!! 
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Christmas Eve Services 

5:00 pm 

8:00 pm 

11:00 pm 

27 



  
 

Amy Brown rents our gym several times a year for community danc-
es and this time, she has extended an invitation to our congregation 
to join in the fun!  Come and dance and meet others in our commu-
nity (invite them to our church!!).  The cost is $10.00 and the events 

are really well attended and lots of fun!  This is a family dance 
event and all are welcome! 

December 27th—6:30—9:30pm in our Gym 
This is a great opportunity for us to interest people 

in coming to join us for worship! 
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Save the date and come 

and help! 

 

January 4, 2026 

After worship service 
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS NOW!! 
 

2026 is right round the corner!  To kick-off the new year, there will be a 
celebration during the coffee fellowship time on Sunday, January 11, 
2026 following the morning service.  There will be LOTS of goodies to 
enjoy, a short program to introduce the new theme for the year and 
door prizes.  Plan now to attend.  You won’t want to miss this!!  There 
will be more information coming soon.   
 
See Lila DeBolt for more information. 
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Share is so grateful to this generous congregation for all the donations to 

their October ‘Seats and Feets’ Drive!  Our bins overflowed! 

Thank you ALL so much for your giving hearts!! 
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Our supplies for our “Houseless Bags” are running low on a few 
items that are in much need. If you can help by donating, it 
would be greatly appreciated. There is a “food pantry” cart at 
the East church entrance. Any item that is ready to open and eat 
is helpful. Ideas below.  Note, we CANNOT use items that require 
cooking (rice, flour, etc.) or cans that don’t have pop tops.  Thank 
you !   

 

Protein in ready to eat pouches or pop top cans, peanut butter, 
snack crackers, water, fruit cups, apple sauce, nuts, snack bars, 
protein bars, and hand warmers.  

 

Questions?  Contact Angie Williams at 360.281.5618.  
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Another Successful Missions Auction in the Books! 
 

Saturday, Nov. 15, 110 people gathered in the FMC gym for food, fellowship and fund 
raising.  The dinner was delicious, the Dessert Dash was over the top, the speakers 

from our mission agencies gave informative, inspiring talks and we raised over 
$21,000 to support the agencies!! 

Your auction team: 

In the Kitchen:  Gay & Steve Enyeart, Jan & Winston Asai, Lynne & Dan Kingsley, Larry 

Siewert 

Serving:  Teddy & Charlie Ernster, David & Sammy Nieda 

Dessert Dash:  Tom & Bonnie Jacquemin 

Auction set up:  Larry Siewert, Dan Kingsley, Greg & Ron Berry, Kathy & Don Hardy, 

Teresa Rivera and Steve Enyeart 

Auction Logistics:  KD & Andres Caballero 

Audio Visual:  Pastor Kim & Brian Poer  

MC:  Greg Berry 

Clean up:  Everyone! 

For the last several years, we have been assisted by Ken & Lisa Budnick from the 
“Auction Event”.  Ken informed us that he will be retiring, so if we are planning on 
having the auction next year, we will need to look at a different resource.  If you are 
interested in helping out with the auction or in the kitchen, please reach out to a 
member of the Missions team:  Gay Enyeart, Kathy Hardy, Larry Siewert, Greg Berry, 
Teresa Rivera, Bonnie & Tom Jacquemin.  THANK YOU ALL SO MUCH!! 
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November 15, 2025 
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November 15, 2025 

35 



  

November 15, 2025 
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November 4, 2025 

Friends in Faith Card making 

Phyllis Browning, Maggie 
Mikalatos, Debbie Troyer,  

E-Lois Gebhart, Betty Selby & 
Kathy Bachman 
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TRUNK OR TREAT 

2025 
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Photos from October 

18th Women’s Retreat 
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Let us know when it is 
and we’ll 

update records! 

Tom Jacquemin—December 1 

Donna Johnson—December 1 

Martha Van Male—December 2 

Clare Kennedy—December 4 

Josh Billings—December 15 

Doris  Howell—December 16 

Dorrie Estribou—December 22 

Jim Gahagan—December 25 

Steve Enyeart—December 27 

Susan Lenski—December 30 
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Thank you for reading the Circuit Rider! If you have 

questions or concerns, please feel free to contact us.  

12217 NE HWY 99  
Vancouver WA, 98686 
360-573-3111    www.salmoncreek.church 

Submissions for the Circuit Rider can be sent to 
admin@salmoncreek.church  Deadline for each month for 
submission is the 15th of the prior month. 
 

Editor:  Nancy Volgamore 

We are a welcoming United Methodist 

Church congregation 

that worships together as disciples of Jesus Christ, 

uniting in fellowship, missions and service. 

 

Blessings of this Advent Season 

to you and yours! 

And unto us a 
child is born …. 


