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   Paying it Forward: The Wisdom of Faithful Stewardship 
and House Maintenance 

 
One of the strengths I recognized pretty quickly after arriving at Salmon Creek 
UMC, was the faithful foresight of this church’s leaders and members to estab-

lish the Pay-it-Forward fund to cover capital expenses that are necessary to 
maintain and periodically update the church facility. Having funds on hand allows 

the Trustees of the church to complete repairs as they come up without delaying projects to 
raise or borrow funds needed to cover the expenses. I want to thank all those who have partici-
pated in the Pay-it-Forward capital campaign in the past! Your gifts have made a great impact! 
 

Salmon Creek UMC has been blessed to have this wonderful church campus for worship, 
study, fellowship, and as a community resource. Caring for and maintaining it well is an im-
portant ongoing act of stewardship and an investment in the work God will do through this 
congregation in the days and years to come.   

 
Steve Enyeart, our Trustee Chair wrote an article in this Circuit Rider about the many cap-

ital improvement projects recently completed, and others needed in the year ahead.  
The generous support of this congregation for our previous Pay-it-Forward campaign has been 
vital to the lasting strength of this congregation.    

 
Because there continue to be important repairs needed for the church facilities, our Ad-

ministrative Board has agreed that Salmon Creek UMC needs to hold another three-year Pay-it-
Forward Capital Campaign. On Sunday, May 4th, we will have new Pay-it-Forward pledge cards 
available and encourage everyone to prayerfully consider how they can be part of this effort. 
Every gift you are able to share will help us be good stewards of this church facility.  

 
Whether you are new to Salmon Creek UMC, or have participated in this effort before, I 

encourage you to pray about how you can support this three-year pledge effort to raise the cap-
ital expenses needed to cover identified and not-yet identified repairs and upgrades to our 
church facilities.  

 
Many of us know the importance of home maintenance to keep our own homes safe and 

functioning well. This need is no less important for our Lord’s house!  Please consider joining us 
to support this important and faithful work. 
 
Peace and hope, 

 Kim, Rev. Kim Poer 
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   TENTATIVE DATES FOR THE YEAR 

 

 
 
 
 
May 2025 
5/5 – 6/16 You Only Die Once 6-week Workshop begins 6:30 – 8 pm  
5/6/25 COM 4:00 pm, Ad Board 6 pm 
5/8/25 Trustees 5:30 pm 
5/11/25 Mother’s Day 
5/20/25 SPRC 6:30 pm 
5/24/25 NAMI De-escalation workshop 
5/26/25 Memorial Day holiday 
5/27/25 Finance 6:30 pm 
 
 
June 2025  
6/1/25 Graduating Senior Recognition Sunday 
6/8/25 Pentecost Sunday 
6/9/25 Worship Committee 5:30 pm 
6/10/25 AD Board 5:00 pm (special Time) 
6/10/25 Missions 6:00 pm 
6/12/25 Trustees 5:30 pm 
6/15/25 Father’s Day 
6/17/25 SPRC 6:30 pm 
6/24/25 Finance 6:30 
6/26 – 6/29 PNW Annual Conference—Bothell UMC 
 
 
July 2025  
7/1/25 COM 4:00 pm, Ad Board 6:00 pm 
7/7—11 VBS Compassion Camp 
7/10/25 Trustees 5:30 pm 
7/13/254 VBS Sunday 
7/15/25 SPRC 6:30 pm 
7/20/25 Tentative Potluck 
7/22/25 Finance 6:30 pm 
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August 
8/5/25 Ad Board 6:00 pm 
8/10 – 8/17  Host Family Promise 
8/11/25 Worship Committee 5:30 pm 
8/14/25 Trustees 5:30 pm 
8/19/25 SPRC 6:30 pm 
8/26/25 Finance 6:30 pm 
 
September 2025 
9/1/25 Labor Day holiday 
9/2/25 COM 4:00 pm, Ad Board 6 pm 
9/7/25 Rally Day 
9/11/25 Trustees 5:30 pm 
9/16/25 SPRC 6:30 pm 
9/21/25 Church Picnic  
9/23/25 Finance 6:30 pm 
 
October 2025 
10/7/25 Ad Board 6:00 pm 
10/9/25 Trustees 5:30 pm 
10/13/25 Worship Committee 5:30 pm 
10/18/25 Possible Women’s Retreat  
10/21/25 SPRC 6:30 pm 
10/25/25 Eek @the Creek – Trunk or Treat  
10/28/25 Finance 6:30 pm 
 
 
November 2025 
11/13/25 Trustees 5:30 pm 
11/15/25 Missions Basket Auction 
11/18/25 SPRC 6:30 pm 
11/27/25 Thanksgiving—church closed 
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December 2025 
12/7—14 Family Promise Week 
12/8/25 Worship Committee 5:30 pm 
12/11/25 Trustees 5:30 pm 
12/14/25 Lesson and Carols worship 
12/15/25 Night of Hope Worship 6:00 pm 
12/16/25 SPRC 6:30 pm 
12/24/25 Christmas Eve Worship—5:00 pm, 8:00 pm, 11:00 pm 
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PAY-IT-FORWARD Update 2025—Capital Replacement Program Future 

I’m glad to see the church growing again. So much has happened over the last 6-7 
years. Activities are picking up. The church buildings are getting more use again. The 
last project added 4 heat pumps replacing 4 gas furnaces and AC units. Hopefully, that 
will lower our utility bills. 
 
As head of the Trustees, I want to thank you for the funds that were provided. The orig-
inal PIF target was never reached, but we have completed many critical replacements 
over the last 5 years. (See list below) We still have many replacement projects that 
need to be completed.  
 
Most critical in the near term are fixing the roof above the Narthex (entrance to sanc-
tuary) and fixing the plumbing in the FMC. We will have a better idea later this year on 
costs, but will certainly be more than the $23,000 we have left in the Pay-It-Forward 
funds. 
 
The Narthex has over a dozen vents, 4 vents for the HVAC, many of which have leaked 
over the last 4-5 years. Trustees will be looking into options to replace the HVAC unit 
and ductwork and repair / replace the roof over the Narthex at the same time – maybe 
this year.   
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The FMC plumbing has had 4 breaks over the last 3-5 years and needs to be re-
placed (CPVC is brittle and breaking). The last break had been leaking for months be-
fore we knew about it. Now we have an area with mold that will need to be mitigated.  
 
Besides these 2 critical near-term efforts, we have the following list of projects that will 
need to be funded: 
Remaining Flat Roof Replacement. Water damage could include rot as time goes on. 

We may replace as we replace other roof mounted HVAC units. 
 
4 HVAC Units nearing 30 years old (in addition to Narthex unit).  2 units in daycare area 

were replaced 10 years ago, so not needed near term. 
 
Main Building Fire alarm panel and required upgrades. The fire alarm panel in the FMC 

was replaced as it was deemed obsolete. Main building unit is older. 
 
Parking lot repaving of areas not repaved in 2016. We will continue with sealing as 

needed, but will need to replace several areas. 
 
Carpets in offices, St Paul room, hallways and FMC rooms and hallway. Replacement is 

low priority, but they are quite worn now. 
 
We really appreciate all the funds that have been contributed and all the volunteer 
hours. In 2025, we ask again for help to fund these projects, as you are able. We’ll 
promise to be good stewards. I’m very proud to be part of this congregation.  
 
Thanks to all of you for your support. 
Respectfully,  
Steve Enyeart, Chair, Trustees  

I wanted to extend a very special THANK YOU to all of our Trustees and other 
volunteers who work tirelessly to keep this church functioning, on so many lev-
els.  I have no doubt that the majority of our folks don’t realize how many hours 
and hours are spent “behind the scenes” by our many volunteers, to bring wor-
ship services and other events to fruition.  Some of our Trustees are here almost 
DAILY, working not only on the scene, but also from home.  We could never op-
erate without any of you, and we are deeply grateful for your love and gener-
ous spirits, selflessly giving to this congregation. 
Nancy Volgamore 
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Projects completed: 

2020 - New carpets in Sanctuary and Narthex - $17,500. Painting Sanctuary $1000. Re-
vised the altar area, added handicap access, and replaced all lights with LED lights. 
 

2020 - 2 HVAC replacements. We replaced 2 HVAC units – main building offices; and 
the St Paul/Choir room areas. -  $23,000. 
 

2022 – Reseal Parking Lot. Sealcoat and striping - $15,240. Several areas still need to be 
repaved eventually. 
 

2022 – Replace 2 HVAC Units. HVAC units for the Daycare and Chapel were replaced. 
The chapel unit was failing. $48,000. Daycare included heat recovery unit required 
now. 
 

2023 – Daycare and Fellowship Hall Flooring - $61,300. Increased costs were due in 
part to additional cost of removing the existing flooring and flooring prices had in-
creased. 
 

2023 – Parking Lot Lights replacement - ~$1,100. Replaced 10 light fixtures and added 
a new one between the buildings. It was decided that we did not need to replace the 
utility poles. 
 
2024 – Fixed water damage in youth room (FMC 206) and installed new flooring 
~$2000. Cracked water pipe had allowed water to flow under floor causing rot that had 
to be replaced. 
 
2024 – Replaced 4 HVAC units in the FMC with high efficiency heat pumps - $83,245. 
We had 2 HVAC units one that failed and one failing. We replaced the units next to 
them as well. 
 
2025 – Replaced Fire Alarm panel – $23,000. Issue with modules for the new heat 
pumps, other alarm updates. It was obsolete, so we decided it was time to replace it.  
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Better Together, one of our women's small groups, is working to 
support local refugees through Lutheran Community Services NW, 
who oversee the refugee program.  We are collecting needed items 
in the Restart Kits and would welcome the contribution of diapers, 
all sizes, and baby wipes for the Baby Kit. They are also in need of 
personal hygiene items like deodorant, shampoos, toothpaste, 
toothbrushes, razors, shaving lotion, bath and hand soap, sanitary 
pads.  There is a bin in the narthex for your contributions.  Thanks 
for helping the "stranger who sojourns among us" as God has re-
quested of us in Leviticus.   
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We need YOU! 

Coffee fellowship is a great way to 

serve your church family.  We are in 

great need of more 2-3 person teams to 

take a rotation Sunday. 

Talk with Karen Beilsmith. 
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We are still trying to grow our preschool!  

If you have neighbors, friends, family 

who have 3-5 year olds, please tell them 

about our preschool!! 
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YOU ARE INVITED! 

To our many opportunities for spiritual growth, fellowship, 

information and service: 

 
1.  The “You Only Die Once” classes, led by Laurie Doering, Sandie Hollister, Pastor Kim, 
and other qualified professionals, will run six Mondays—from May 5th through June 
16th (excepting Monday, May 24th Memorial Day), from 6:30 to 8:00 pm, in the St. Paul 
room.  “Prepare for the end of life with grace and gusto!” 
 

2. Our Fall Day Retreat on prayer is chaired by Laurie Doering.  SAVE THIS DATE: 
October 18th, from 9:00 to 3:00 pm at SCUMC.  DO COME to a planning meeting on 
May 19th at 1:00 pm in the St. Paul Room.  Please call Laurie if you have questions or 
ideas. 
 

3. Better Together Bible Study is led by Kathy Valrejean and Maggie Mikalatos, 

on Sundays at 11:30 in the FMC, room 201.  “Our purpose is to know God, know and 

support one another, and serve our church and community.” 

 

4.  Our old song book reprint and collating is led by Maggie Mikalatos and Faye Wells. 
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5. J.O.Y. Bible Study is led by Sandy Bippes, Sandie Hollister and Dana Biles on Thursdays 

at 9:30 am in the St. Paul Room.  Currently, we are studying McArthur’s book, Twelve Or-

dinary Men.  ALL are welcome to join us! 

 

6. The Passing Quilt Ministry is led by Sandie Hollister and Sharleen Rainville on the  

and 3rd Mondays, from 9:30 to 11:00 am in the St. Paul room.  “Together, we make quilts 

for the Chaplain’s office at Legacy Hospital.” 

 

7. The prayer Shawl Ministry angels led by Echo Langley crochet or knit shawls 

independently. A  pattern is provided. 

 

8. Women’s Ministry meetings are led by Joan Stuart, for ministry leaders and any 

SCUMC woman who wishes to come, on the third Thursday of each month at 11:30 am 

in the St. Paul room.  Here, existing and new ministries are discussed and supported.  

Proposals for the use of money from the Dorothy N. Herbert Trust are discussed and vot-

ed upon. 

 

We are always blessed when you join us!!   

- Joan Stuart 
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Stephen Ministry is pleased to 

be sponsoring this De-escalation 
training.  Though the primary focus is 
mental health, the training can help 
us all, as we encounter a community 
event, a personal conversation, or as 
ushers and greeters here in church, 
"de-escalate" a situation.  We hope 
many of you can attend and also in-
vite neighbors and friends from the 

community.  We know it is Memorial 
Day Weekend, but it usually rains 

then anyway. ;) 

16 



  

We wanted to inform the congregation that as of the afternoon of 
June 1, Joyland Christian Church will be moving on.  At the last Ad-
ministrative Board meeting, the decision was made that it was in 
the best interest of our congregation, as well as their congrega-
tion, to choose not to renew our contract with them.  We wish 

Joyland all the very best and have enjoyed getting to know their 
congregation over the last years.  We know that great things await 

them in their journey forward. 
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  Transformational Education Opportunity 

As your Conference President of United Women in Faith,  I was blessed to be able to 

attend a very informative program around the topic of Social Media and its impact on 

“Teen Anxiety” in our culture today.  Our presenter was KATHY HARDY, a middle school 

math teacher in Vancouver School District and active member of Salmon Creek United 

Methodist Church. Our thanks to Salmon Creek members for hosting and to Joan Hack-

ett, “Membership, Outreach and Nurture” coordinator for Crest to Coast Missional Dis-

trict of United Women in Faith (formerly United Methodist Women) for the support of 

this learning opportunity. 

 

 It was exciting to see and hear Kathy in action since I first got to know about her pas-

sion for children and youth when she served as a district officer several years ago.  

Kathy was very well prepared in her presentation using a variety of learning techniques. 

We had ample time for group discussion and questions as well. She shared a wealth of 

data regarding the use of social media and anxiety in our youth based on research as 

well as her personal experience with youth of a variety of ages.  

 

 We began reflecting on our own “best and worst” memories of our own time as a 

teenager.  She shared additional recommended resources for our further exploration 

such as “The Anxious Generation” by Jonathan Haidt. We discussed ways to support 

“disengagement from social media” with our youth, especially as we model this as 

adults.   

 

The following is a litany written especially for this program and we  committed to pray-

ing regularly for children, youth and their families that we love and care deeply 

about...whether or not we know their names. This is the core Purpose of United Wom-

en in Faith….Mission and Ministry with Women, Children and Youth.  You can contact 

Kathy at Kathy.hardy@vansd.org if you would like to know more! 

 

A Litany of Love for Our Children 

Written by Deb Avery 

Pacific Northwest Conference 
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  United Women in Faith 
April 2025 

 
1 Because our Purpose is to make a difference in  
 the lives of women, youth and children… 
 
2 We ask you, Creator, to open our minds and  
 hearts to new learning this evening. 
 
1 Because we are called by you to give voice 
 to the voiceless,  freedom to those who 
 are oppressed and strength to the weak… 
 
2 We ask for your guidance as we move forward 
 in these areas of justice in our world today. 
 
1 Because for over 156 years, United Women in  
 Faith and its predecessor organizations 
 have responded to God’s call to advocate, 
 intervene and be bold in our actions in 
 regards to the safety of our children and youth… 
 
2 We stand up in our boldness for all of our  
 children…all of our youth and children. 
 
ALL  WE THANK YOU FOR OUR SPEAKER,  

KATHY, THIS EVENING, WHO SHARES  
FROM HER PASSION FOR YOUTH. MAY 
SHE ENLIGHTEN US AND CHALLENGE 
US TO RESPOND IN LOVE WITH YOUTH 
AROUND US.       AMEN AND AMEN!  
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On April 1st, Teddy Ernster and fellow 

Scout friends began working on  the re-

furbishment of one of our sets of hand-

bells.  Upon completing this, Teddy 

earns his Eagle Scout status.  We are so 

grateful and proud of Teddy and all of 

our scouts! 
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A huge thank you to Women’s Ministries and the Dorothy North-

cutt Herbert Trust in funding the purchase and installation of the 

new equipment.  It is of great benefit to the women and men of 

this congregation to enhance our worship services!  We are so 

grateful!!  The new equipment was installed during the weeks 

right ahead of Easter. 
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Church library 

What?  Where?  When? 

 

YES, we have one!  We have been told that it is one of the best of some of the 

church libraries around!  It is located in the Family Ministries building, Room 

205.  The books are arranged by category and we have lots of categories like:  

Aging, Children, Finances, Health, Global issues, fiction, Book Club picks, Audio 

books and many Bible commentaries and many versions of the Bible.  We also 

have lots of Small Group studies available. 

 

On the counter near the computer is a box with check-out slips, and a basket to 

put them in when you have filled one out for the book you want to borrow.  We 

don’t have a time frame, we just want to get them back when you are finished.  

We have a plan to make sure the library is open on the LAST Sunday of the 

Month.  Faye Wells and Ealine Gilbert will help you find something, help you 

check out a book.  Come visit!! 

 

Elaine Gilbert 
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Book Club at Salmon Creek UMC 

 

You may not know that there is a book club that meets here at the church.  We meet the 3rd Fri-

day of every month at noon, in the library.  The goal is to help us understand the world we live in, 

may it be by fiction or nonfiction.  What book clubs do well is expose us to something we would 

never pick up at a library or book shop.  We try to have at least 2 titles every year that are nonfic-

tion and for most of us, that is something we have learned to like a lot.  Nobody says you have to 

read that month’s pick, we hope you at least try, but not every book is your “cup of tea”.  Some-

times, in discussion, we are astounded at what someone got out of it, that perhaps we missed. 

We also have friends who have asked to be on the e-mail list so that they can read the recom-

mended books on their own.  That’s ok, as well.  Just let Elaine Gilbert know and she will put you 

on the e-mail list.  In the library next to the window, is the collection of Book Club picks that we 

have assembled over the years.  Yes, we have been doing this for years!  Happy Reading! 

 

Elaine Gilbert 
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DO YOU FEEL CALLED to provide “Special” care 
to our church congregation? 

 

We are seeking a special person to volunteer to cover “Congregational Care”.  
This person would record the prayers voiced on Sundays during worship, and 
help Pastor Kim in following up on illnesses, accidents, hospitalizations, and all 
special needs prayer requests.  Because such an important part of a relation-
ship with a church is prayer, imagine what an impact it would make for all of us 
if our prayers were not only heard, but honored in this way by having someone 
care deeply enough to follow up on them? 

We have our wonderful Pastor who supports and cares for all of us, and we have 
our Friends in Faith members, who do a caring and wonderful job of sending 
cards to people, and we have our Stephens Ministers who minister to individu-
als needing support, but having a person to coordinate the follow up to these 
prayer requests would be most helpful and appreciated. 

We already have a reputation for being a very caring congregation, but imagine 
the impact it could have if we really were able to follow up on each of these 
requests that our folks take the time to share?  We are looking for ways to 
grow our church …. This could be a game changer! 

Maybe you’ve been feeling called, but just haven’t found that special area in 
which your gifts and talents would best serve …. Maybe this person is YOU!!?? 

 

If you think you might be that person …. Talk with Pastor Kim, Nancy or Lila 
DeBolt. 
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2025 HOSTING: 

April 27 -May 7 

(This is a week and a half— 

The second half, beginning on May 7th 

will be at St. John Lutheran.) 

 

August 10-17 

December 7-14 
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SIGN UP TO SERVE: 

 https://www.signupgenius.com/

go/5080C4EABAD2EA3FB6-55863321-family 

Dear Friends, 

Thank you so much! I am truly grateful that you chose to contribute to Family Promise Day 
of Giving on April 22nd. Thanks to your donations, Family Promise of Clark County raised 
85% of my $670,000 goal. Salmon Creek UMC members were a big part of this total. Your 
support and encouragement is making a huge difference for Family Promise of Clark Coun-
ty. We will keep you posted on the progress of the campaign. 

Thank you again, Karen Beilsmith 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080C4EABAD2EA3FB6-55863321-family
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080C4EABAD2EA3FB6-55863321-family
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080C4EABAD2EA3FB6-55863321-family
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The ladies in this picture had a fun and productive time preparing cards 
to send to members of our church family who are unable to come to a 
service or who are experiencing issue dealing with various situations.  

The Friends In Faith Committee, Stephens Ministry and Better Together 
work together to make sure our church reaches out to them with cards, 

calls and visits. 
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Ground has been broken on the new Cottage Homes 

site.  Those of you who have expressed interest in be-

ing on the new build team will be contacted soon! 
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Let us know when it 
is and we’ll 

update records! 

 

Laurie Doering—May 3  

Michael Rainville  - May 8  

Jerry DuPree  - May 11  

Claire Davis—May 19  

Susan Berry—May 27  

Jeannine Marks—May 29  

Nancy Volgamore—May 29  

Sharleen Rainville—May 30  

Sue Wiltsey—May 31  
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Thank you for reading the Circuit Rider! If you have 

questions or concerns, please feel free to contact us.  

12217 NE HWY 99  
Vancouver WA, 98686 
360-573-3111    www.salmoncreek.church 

Submissions for the Circuit Rider can be sent to 
admin@salmoncreek.church  Deadline for each month for 
submission is the 15th of the prior month. 
 

Editor:  Nancy Volgamore 

 

We are a welcoming United Methodist 

Church congregation 

that worships together as disciples of Jesus Christ, 

uniting in fellowship, missions and service. 


