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My Lenten sermon series is called “Transcendent Points of Reference.” I have 
taken this unusual title from an article I found in the Catholic magazine “First 

Things,” but much of the content has been influenced by a book by noted Meth-
odist Theologian William Abraham called “Key United Methodist Beliefs.” It was definitely a “God-
thing” that I happened to be reading both at the same time! 

I don’t want to give away too much of the content – come to church and find out! – but in the maga-
zine article, the author (George Weigel) is discussing the interface between society and culture and 
suggesting that the Catholic Church really needs a Pope who can stand firm on foundational Catholic 
beliefs in the face of the vicissitudes of society. He calls these foundational beliefs “transcendent 
points of reference” – those key elements of the faith that are given by God, not people. Weigel as-
serts that when a society is no longer moored to these points of reference, it begins to disintegrate. 

You don’t have to be a Catholic to understand the importance of these points of reference. They un-
dergird all of our structures of morality, justice, and what it means to be humans loved by God. 
When we no longer share common points of reference, or worse, try to proceed by inventing our 
own points of reference, things fall apart as people no longer have a common language, nor even a 
common worldview. As Christians in particular we, through our understanding of Christ’s redemp-
tive work on the cross, are convinced that the goodness of God is transmitted through these points 
of reference. When we abandon these points of reference, we, in effect, are abandoning the good-
ness of God. 

William Abraham’s book sets out a set of points of reference as the foundational beliefs of Method-
ism. It is not surprising to see how his topics and those of Weigel’s overlap, as both traditions share 
a common heritage. Of particular note is both author’s emphasis on the dignity and nobility of hu-
manity, not out of some political or societal formula, but simply because we are all created in the 
image of God and are imbued with God’s foundational truths – we all carry the image of God. It is 
through the lens of Abraham’s Methodist viewpoint that we will examine these transcendent points 
of reference, with a particular emphasis on how they lead to the cross, the empty tomb, and salva-
tion. 
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It is that time of year when we start digging and planting.  That means we are lining up gardeners 
for God’s Gardens.  Each plot is 4x8 feet with about a foot of soil.  Most have plenty of soil de-
pending on what you are growing, but there is too much soil in some of my gardens which can be 
moved to any other plot with less soil.  We will be working on the fences this spring to keep the 
bunnies out and we put down new mulch around the gardens last fall to keep weeding outside of 
the plots to a minimum.  The cost per plot is only $10 to cover the watering expenses, payable in 
April. 

 

Water will be hooked up by the end of March.  Right now the West half of the gardens are set up 
on a sprinkler system which waters on a regular basis while the East gardens need to be hand wa-
tered (some gardeners prefer tight control on when to water) but we can set up watering for half 
of those gardens as well.  Altogether there are 18 plots available and we have plenty of availabil-
ity.  We also have some experienced gardeners who are glad to work with anyone new to garden-
ing.  We share our bounty on the table outside the East entrance to the Sanctuary as typically we 
raise way more than we can use just for our families and friends!  

 

To sign up contact Jim Selby 828-508-5094 or selbyjb@comcast.net. 
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YOUTH SUNDAY 

1-30-22 
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Pastor Vivian and Mila signing 

The Lord’s Prayer. 
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Pastor Vivian and Mila signing 

The Lord’s Prayer. 
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Fruit of the Spirit Brunch!  

Come support Family Promise and enjoy some wonderful food 

and fellowship at brunch on Sunday, March 6th. We will have 

community mission opportunities for those who 

want to "bear some fruit!" 

 Served in the FMC from 9am - noon. 
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Tax Preparation service at our church 
A group is providing free tax preparation for low 

income folks thru 4/14/2022 on Tuesdays and 
Thursday 6:00 – 9:00 PM. Please be aware of 

folks looking for them – they are meeting in the 
FMC building.  You can reach them 

at info@renlocus.org to make an appoint-
ment.  Ed and Heidi will provide free tax service 

to Church members. 

To set up an appointment call 360-230-8030. 
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Salmon Creek Church will be hosting Bloodworks Northwest, 

our local blood collection agency, on April 28 – 29 in the 
Family Ministry Center Gym. The gym will be unavailable for 

other activities from April 28 at 7:30 AM to April 29 at 
6:00PM. In the past, Bloodworks Northwest has held their 
blood drives at Legacy Hospital. Due to Covid restrictions, 
they have not been able to do so and have been searching 

for a suitable location; obviously, Salmon Creek Church, with 
its locale so close to Legacy, is well suited! Bloodworks will 
be drawing blood on willing volunteers by an appointment 

basis. If you would like to sign-up to donate, 
please call 1-800-398-7888. 
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2.  Ken Brandt  

3.  Alex Longshore 

6.  Jane Clark   

8.  Kevin Hunter  

10. Roberta Gapsch   

11.  Aaron Hawn  

11.  Jan Ward   

13.  Jim Selby  

14.  Ross Hollister  

15.  Karen West  

16.  Phyllis Deaver  

17.  Pat Prichard 

19.  Lance Bachman  

19.  Nancy Brandon  

19.  LaVeta Scherer  

23.  Katie Albrici  

24.  Patricia Petersen  

29.  Ron Doering  

30.  Joan  Hackett  
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Thank you for reading the Circuit Rider! If you have 

questions or concerns, please feel free to contact us.  

12217 NE HWY 99  
Vancouver WA, 98686 
360-573-3111    www.salmoncreek.church 

Submissions for the Circuit Rider can be sent to 
nancy.volgamore@salmoncreek.church.  Deadline for 
each month for submission varies and is announced at 
the beginning of the prior month. 
 

Editor:  Nancy Volgamore 

 


