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Grace and peace to you, friends and family of Salmon Creek United Methodist 

Church! 

As I write this note today, I am filled with gratitude to be beginning my third 

year serving with you at Salmon Creek United Methodist Church! Brian and I 

have truly come to feel like part of the family. 

My first impression of this great congregation two years ago has held true.  The energy and 

commitment of the members of this congregation, along with the long-term roots and relation-

ships in this family of faith, are its great strengths. I am so grateful to the many very capable, 

wise and faithful people who serve in lay leadership at Salmon Creek. It is such a pleasure to 

work alongside of you as we bear witness to God’s faithful presence of grace and love in our 

lives, working together to strengthen the ministries of this congregation that shares this same 

grace and love with our community and everyone who walks through the doors of this church! 

As I mentioned in my message July 13, the prayer at the opening of Colossians continues to be 

my prayer for this congregation. As I have come to know your “love in the Spirit”, I “have not 

ceased praying for you and asking that you may be filled with the knowledge of God’s will in all 

spiritual wisdom and understanding, so that you may walk worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to 

him, as you bear fruit in every good work and as you grow in the knowledge of God. May you 

be made strong with all the strength that comes from his glorious power, so that you may have 

all endurance and patience, joyfully giving thanks to the Father, who has enabled you to share 

in the inheritance of the saints in the light.” 

As we move together through summer towards the fall, I encourage all of you to pray about 

how God can use your gifts to strengthen the work of this congregation. As we serve together, 

yoked with Jesus, we will be able to accomplish all God is calling us to. The road ahead contin-

ues to be full of new possibilities as we follow Jesus together, sharing the love and grace of God 

with new people, in new ways!  

Peace and joy, 

Rev. Kim Poer 

Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart; naught be all else to me save that thou art.  
Thou my best thought, by day or by night, waking or sleeping, thy presence my light. 

   Be Thou My Vision, UMH 451 



  

For more information, check out the UM News site: 

The Vision of The United Methodist Church | ResourceUMC   
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I urge everyone to watch and lis-
ten to our Bishop Cedrick Bridge-
forth's opening message from last 
month’s annual conference!  He is 

amazing, inspirational, dynamic 
and it is SO worth your time to lis-

ten to his message!  There are 
other opening greetings before 

his message, you can fast forward 
through these to get to the mes-
sage if you choose.  The message begins 
after about 29 minutes into the video.  

 https://vimeo.com/showcase/11737034?video=1096111781 

All the sessions and worship services of the PNW Annual Conference were 

live streamed and recorded.  You can watch any and all of them below:  

https://vimeo.com/showcase/11737034?share=copy 
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Lila DeBolt and Pastor Kim attended annual conference and Elaine Gilbert attend-

ed virtually!  The conference was held from June 26th through June 28th. 

Pastor Kim at Service of the Order of Ministry 

Bishop Cedrick Bridgeforth 
Our DS, Kathleen Weber 
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REPORT TO THE CONGREGATION ON ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
 
 

I had the extreme pleasure of attending this year’s Annual Conference of the Pacific 
Northwest.  As a first-time attendee, there were many unknowns to me – what would 
happen, who would be there, what would I see, how would I feel, what would I 
learn?  The answers are:  amazing, inspirational messages that were uplifting and 
thought-provoking, clergy and laity coming together as one body serving Christ, a di-
verse group of people representing many ethnicities, lifestyles and demographics, 
feelings of great pride to be associated with the UMC, ideas to improve the worship 
and fellowship experience at SCUMC, techniques on how to be more inclusive of all of 
God’s people, showing the love we have for all, and sustaining our resources and fa-
cilities for the future.   
 
In the 2.5 days of The Conference, I came away with a greater appreciation that every 
Methodist – regardless of any difference we may have – has value and a purpose that 
serves God in a very unique and spiritual way.  It is each individual’s responsibility to 
go forward in that purpose with love, kindness, and determination.   
 
“Blessed and Broken” was the theme of this year’s Conference.  It carries the idea 
that each person, no matter what strife he/she is going through in life, can find bless-
ing in that difficult time to sustain the energy to keep going.  We must not give up.  
We must not surrender to defeat.  We must appreciate the beauty and benefit of eve-
ry circumstance we find ourselves in and be grateful for the learning experience and 
reward it provides.  Difficult?  Yes!  But the reward of knowing we surpassed,  
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we survived, we kept going – that gives us hope and fuel to embrace the next step in 
whatever or wherever life takes us.  We are all Blessed and Broken in some aspect of 
our lives.  What we do with that knowledge will define us and guide us as we go for-
ward.   
 
I would encourage everyone to take a moment and think about the Broken-ness and 
Blessed-ness in your life.  Take a moment to Thank God for His love and support dur-
ing your hard times.  Then, sing praises to Him for the many blessings you have re-
ceived.  I guarantee you will feel a burden lifted and a warmth running through you 
that is the Holy Spirit working at its finest! 
 
There is some work we need to do at SCUMC to align with Bishop Bridgeforth’s theol-
ogy.  We will be developing a Taskforce to address the Accessibility issues in our facili-
ties.  We need to be able to fully accommodate anyone who may have special needs.   
We will also be forming a Taskforce to address Creation Care, a special group that will 
guide us in sustainability and protection of our earth.  Please, stay tuned for more in-
formation.  There will be details coming to you soon.   
 
Lastly, I would like to remind everyone that God loves all people.  So, we, here at 
SCUMC, must do that too.   We will strive to be welcoming of all diversities and ac-
cepting of all differences that make each of us unique and special in God’s eyes.  
 
I am very thankful for the opportunity to attend this year’s Annual Conference.  I 
learned, I grew, I was amazed, I was inspired.  Now, as I continue on, I am enthused to  
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share my ideas, visions, and hopes with everyone.  I hope you will share in my joy as 
we all try to be better Christians and better Methodists!  We’re on a great road that 
leads to the longevity and superiority of SCUMC – Let’s pave that road with love, hard 
work, faith, service and praise to God! 
 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
Lila DeBolt 
Lay Delegate to Annual Conference, 2025 
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   TENTATIVE DATES FOR THE YEAR 

 

 
 
 
 
 

August 
8/5/25 Ad Board 6:00 pm 
8/10 – 8/17  Host Family Promise 
8/11/25 Worship Committee 5:30 pm 
8/14/25 Trustees 5:30 pm 
8/21/25 SPRC 6:30 pm 
8/26/25 Finance 6:00 pm 
 
 
September 2025 
9/1/25 Labor Day holiday 
9/2/25 COM 4:00 pm, Ad Board 6 pm 
9/7/25 Rally Day 
9/11/25 Trustees 5:30 pm 
9/18/25 SPRC 6:30 pm 
9/21/25 Church Picnic  
9/23/25 Finance 6:00 pm 
 
October 2025 
10/5/26 Missions Breakfast—UMCOR 
10/7/25 Ad Board 6:00 pm 
10/9/25 Trustees 5:30 pm 
10/13/25 Worship Committee 5:30 pm 
10/18/25 Possible Women’s Retreat  
10/23/25 SPRC 6:30 pm 
10/25/25 Eek @the Creek – Trunk or Treat  
10/28/25 Finance 6:00 pm 

REMINDER: 
The church office e-mail is: 
admin@salmoncreek.church  
NOT 
admin@salmoncreekchurch.org 
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November 2025 
11/4/25 Ad Board 6:00 pm 
11/13/25 Trustees 5:30 pm 
11/15/25 Missions Basket Auction 
11/20/25 SPRC 6:30 pm 
11/25/25 Finance 6:00 pm 
11/27/25 Thanksgiving—church closed 
 
 
December 2025 
12/2/25 Ad Board 6:00 pm 
12/7—14 Family Promise Week 
12/8/25 Worship Committee 5:30 pm 
12/11/25 Trustees 5:30 pm 
12/14/25 Lesson and Carols worship 
12/15/25 Night of Hope Worship 6:00 pm 
12/18/25 SPRC 6:30 pm 
12/20/25 BOC Christmas Concert 4:00 pm 
12/23/25 Finance 6:00 pm 
12/24/25 Christmas Eve Worship—5:00 pm, 8:00 pm, 11:00 pm 
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Please prayerfully consider your pledge to your church.  Pick up a 

pledge card today and return it to the church. 

We are asking that cards be returned by August 15th, though no 

cards will be rejected after that! 
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This year Share's Summer Meals program will continue to 
operate until August 8th at two locations: 

Sarah J. Anderson Elementary School 
And 

Willow Creek Apartments 
 
 

Thank you to everyone who has volunteered!  

What a difference you have made 

in these children’s lives! 
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In August we will be collecting school supplies for Gaiser Middle 
School.  Gaiser is a diverse middle school located just south of us on 
99th St.  Over the years, the boundaries for Gaiser have changed and 
now many of Gaiser’s students live in apartment complexes near the 
mall.  Over 60% of Gaiser’s students qualify for free and reduced 
lunch, over 50% of the students speak a language other than English at 

home.  About 30% of students at Gaiser speak Spanish, there are also large groups of stu-
dents who speak Russian and/or Ukrainian, Arabic & Persian speakers and a number of 
students from South Pacific Islands. 

The primary supplies needed to support the 
students at Gaiser are: 
 
Composition books (college rule is preferred) 
Pencils – lots of pencils 
Tape and/or glue sticks 
Highlighters (5 color pack) 
Markers/colored pencils 
Metal or Plastic #5PP nonBPA water bottles 
Individually wrapped snacks 
Adult size backpacks 
 

All supplies will be gathered and prayed over on August 24, then taken to Gaiser for 
the first day of school – August 27th. 
 

On August 24th, we will also be having a benefit breakfast for the Foundation for Vancouver 
Public Schools, a non profit organization that supports students and schools in Vancouver. 
 
Information on the Foundation for Vancouver Public Schools: 
When the community comes together, students succeed and thrive. Imagine what is possi-
ble when students come to school happy, healthy, and ready to learn! 
Thousands of people and organizations–including Vancouver Public Schools teachers, staff, 
parents, community partners, and individuals–provide a network of wrap around services 
and support to help students thrive.  Principals and Family Resource Coordinators can ac-
cess funds to provide individual resources – glasses, shoes, pay a sports fee, and many oth-
er needs! 
Together, we help students overcome barriers to learning. Together, we create opportuni-
ties to cultivate and inspire student success. 
Thank you for making a difference for Vancouver Public School students! 
 - Your Missions Team 
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SCHOOL SUPPLIES NEEDED FOR 
OUR LITTLE FISH PRESCHOOL: 

Watercolor 
Washable markers (the big ones not skinny)  
Crayons 
Construction paper  
Dot stickers  
Pom-poms  
Cotton balls  
Uncooked rice  
Dry erase markers  
Sharpies  
Masking tape 
Plastic storage bags with zippers  
Q-tips  
Assorted buttons  
Assorted jewels gems  
Tissue paper  
Computer paper 
Kleenex  
Baby wipes  
Paper towels  
Paper plates  
Hand soap refills  
10 dry erase small boards 
Ticonderoga pencils  
$10 Dollar store gift card for paint 
Walmart gift card for supplies through out the year plus snacks 
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SPECIAL OFFERING - LITTLE FISH PRESCHOOL 
 

Our Little Fish Preschool is preparing for the Fall class to start soon!  In Septem-
ber, there will be little ones playing happily in the classroom and on the play-
ground.  They will learn about Jesus through coloring, songs, and games.  There 
will be friendships made and snacks to share.  Our loving teachers – Ashley and 
Angela – will guide, support and care for these little souls that are a vital part of 
our church.   
 
The Little Fish Preschool offers morning care Monday thru Thursday, from 8:30 
to 12:30 for children ages 3-5.  It is a true joy to watch little ones play, learn and 
grow in our presence.  There are enrollment possibilities still available.  Please 
share this information with your family, neighbors, and friends.   
 
We are offering you an opportunity to support and promote the Preschool with 
your monetary donations.  This offering will be used to offset the cost of the 
supplies and snacks used during the class time.   This special offering will be on 
Sunday, August 10th, after the morning service.  Look for Lila and Nancy in the 
Narthex with their baskets ready to take your cash or checks.  Your support is 
gratefully appreciated.  We have a mission to care for these little people in our 
midst and your donation will help to continue the success of this program. 
 
Please, prayerfully consider making a donation.  Big or small – it all counts!  
Thank you. 
 
Lila DeBolt 
Chair, Administrative Board 
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We are still trying to grow our preschool!  If you 
have neighbors, friends, family who have 3-5 year 

olds, please tell them about our preschool!! 

Now enrolling for Fall! 

If you are on Facebook, click below to watch the 

amazing video created by 

our preschool teacher Angela Parrish: (Be sure to 

turn on your sound!) 

https://www.facebook.com/

reel/1889902291509897 
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2025 HOSTING: 

 

August 10-17 

December 7-14 

 

Sign up to Volunteer 

(click link below) or 

Talk with Karen Beilsmith! 

Family Promise is in search of a permanent Day Center that is 
close to the bus line and hopefully more centrally located. If you 
know of someone who has a space that meets the criteria on the 

flyer on the next page, please provide them with this information. 
Some Family Promise affiliates have someone looking for a tax 

write off and will provide a space for a dollar a year. 

We can always dream! 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080C4EABAD2EA3FB6-57446067-

family/128297889#/ 
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Please plan to attend: 

Memorial Service for Erika Collins 
will be Sunday afternoon, August 

17th at 2 pm. 

 

Memorial Service for Jan and Chris 
Ekberg will be Saturday afternoon, 

August 23rd at 2 pm. 
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SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 7 

AFTER WORSHIP 
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Sunday, September 21st 
Bring a potluck dish 
Hotdogs provided! 

Please sign up at church so that we can plan for 
how many are attending. 

Sign up sheets at 

the Welcome Desk 
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We are pleased to announce the sponsorship of our 2nd Annual one-day women’s re-
treat on October 18, 2025, here at Salmon Creek Church, 

in the Family Ministry Center.  
Registration begins August 3rd through September 30th.  
We are encouraging early registration, as we are limited 
in the number of attendees, and we are inviting other 

women’s groups to join us after September 1st!  For only 
a $20.00 registration fee, you will have lunch, and a full 
day (9AM-4PM) of inspiration and renewal. Lunch will 
consist of Sandwich and chips, or Salad and fruit, both 

served with a cookie! Dietary restrictions can be accom-
modated if you let us know on your registration. 

Friend, educator, and Hospital Chaplain Mary Mahoney, from Legacy Salmon Creek, 
will again be presenting our topic, “Our Heart’s Desire, Connecting with God in ALL 

ways!” 
Chaplain Mary will be using many of our learning styles in prayer settings.  Samples of 
logical, visual, verbal, musical and bodily (dance) as well as the Natural World will be 
presented using sensory and experiential dimensions of prayer in a spirit of restora-

tion and renewal through small group exercises. 
 

Many of us enjoyed what Chaplain Mary had to share last year, and we are certain 
her interesting delivery and sharing will give us much to consider at this year’s event. 
Please mark your calendars and plan to join us and REGISTER in AUGUST if possible. 

For more information call Laurie Doering (360) 606-7494,  
or Nancy at the church office. 

Sign up sheets at 

the Welcome Desk 
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Save the date - November 15, 2025 

Annual Church Basket Auction  

Salmon Creek United Methodist Church  

Tickets available beginning October 12, 2025 for $15 

 

Dinner menu will be Chicken Cordon Bleu, mashed potatoes and fresh green beans. 

After dinner will be the dessert dash – Your table decides what you want to spend on dessert and 

the table with the most money gets first choice of dessert.  Second most money gets second 

choice and so on.  Lots of fun! 

Paddle Raise – This is the time to donate whatever works for you.  Various levels will be an-

nounced. 

Auction items – A great variety of items to bid on.  It has been decided there will be no live auc-

tion.  High Value items will be on the stage and will be the last table to close. 

Tickets go on sale October 12th for only $15.00.  Such a bargain!  

Stay tuned for more announcements in the September Circuit Rider regarding raffle tickets. 

Your Missions Team 
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Ground has been broken on the new 

Cottage Homes site.  Those of you 

who have expressed interest in be-

ing on the new build team will be 

contacted soon! 

Latest photos taken 

mid July, 2025 
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  Our amazing preschool teachers 
Ashley and Angela worked their 

hearts out for the rummage sale held on 
July 18 and 19th.  They did an AMAZING 

job!!!  They filled the fellowship hall and 3 
classrooms, plus the front parking lot, with 
items.  We are very grateful for all the do-

nations and to those of you who volun-
teered to help, and also to those who 

attended the sale!  GO LITTLE FISH!! 
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This summer’s VBS went really well!! 

July 7th through July 10th 

We had 14 kids, and a great time was had by all!  
Thank you to all the volunteers and for all the do-
nations provided to make this event a success!! 

CLOCKWISE: 
Claire Davis leads music, Greg Berry mixes cement, 
tags made by the kids, VBS Mission donations, Jim 
Selby, Greg Berry and Kathy Hardy get garden 
stones ready. 
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6-29-25: 
New Members:  Barbara Goodwin, Debbie Pratt, Mike Pratt, Kinton 

Fowler, Peggy Clayton, Andy Clayton, Suzy Clayton 
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Mike’s wife, Debbie  Pratt 

stood by his side. 
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Parents Lacy Williams and 

Shane Schoeneberg & 

brother Jake 
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Let us know when it 
is and we’ll 

update records! 

Betty Selby August 4 

Lola Vaughn August 6 

Susan Scott August 11 

Joanie Dudley August 14 

Jeanne Eten August 16 

Sally DuPree August 20 

Douglas Lehrman August 28 

K.D. Caballero August 29 
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Thank you for reading the Circuit Rider! If you have 

questions or concerns, please feel free to contact us.  

12217 NE HWY 99  
Vancouver WA, 98686 
360-573-3111    www.salmoncreek.church 

Submissions for the Circuit Rider can be sent to 
admin@salmoncreek.church  Deadline for each month for 
submission is the 15th of the prior month. 
 

Editor:  Nancy Volgamore 

 

We are a welcoming United Methodist 

Church congregation 

that worships together as disciples of Jesus Christ, 

uniting in fellowship, missions and service. 


