




In my presentations, I am using YHVH 

(Yahuwah) instead of LORD, which is a title 

and not a name.  I also use Yahusha instead 

of Jesus, which is not a translation but a 

transliteration which really has no meaning, 

neither in Hebrew nor in English!  

YHVH (Yahuwah) and Yahusha are the actual 

original names and represent the 

true nature and character of our Creator. 
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Doesn’t Colossians 2:14-17 
clearly state that YHVH’s 
yearly appointed times 

(feast days) were abolished 
at the cross?



This presentation is 

dedicated to the second 

chapter of Colossians, 

verses 14-17.  

We will also investigate 

various Bible translations.

Let’s look at Colossians Chapter 2 a little closer!



Why?  Because honesty 

requires that we examine 

several translations 

of this text.

First the question: 

Could Colossians be 

one of the letters Peter 

is talking about in 2 Peter 

3:15-17, where it says:



“And account that the 
longsuffering of our Master 
is salvation; even as our 
beloved brother Paul also 
according to the wisdom 
given unto him hath written 
unto you; 16 As also in all 
his epistles, speaking in 
them of these things; 
which they that are 
unlearned and unstable 
wrest, as they do also the 
other Scriptures, unto 
their own destruction.” 



Paul was a Scholar!
Peter was a simple 

fisherman!
We can understand 

Peter’s concern. 
Some things that Paul 
wrote are very difficult 

to understand. 
Paul was a Pharisee; 

he knew and understood 
the Hebrew Scriptures 

back and forth.





Peter was a simple fisherman 
on the other hand.  

And like most people today 
that are not so familiar with 

the Scriptures, 
Peter was no Scholar of the 
Old Testament Scriptures. 

There are many things in the 
Bible, that are not very 

familiar to us and 
sometimes some things 

do not make sense.
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For that reason, we 
must read Paul’s 

writings very carefully 
and not take them out 
of context and twist 
them to our own 

destruction.

How can we make sure 
that we do not twist 

Paul’s writings?



We must follow the assembly of Berea 
(Acts 17:10-22) in that we daily search the 

Scriptures in order to know if the 
teachings of Paul agree with Scripture.  
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Was it the New Testament?

No, because that was not 

written yet.

18



They compared 
everything with the 

so-called Old Testament, 
the Hebrew Scriptures, 
the Torah, the Prophets 

and the Psalms.
 

If the teachings of Paul would 
have not agreed with those, 
they would have rejected his 

messages.
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He states in 

Matthew 24:4, 

“Take heed, 

that no man 

deceive you.”

21



Peter stated clearly in 1 Peter 5:8 

exactly who this “someone” is: 

“Be sober, be vigilant; because 

your adversary the devil, 

as a roaring lion, walketh about, 

seeking whom he may devour.”
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2 Corinthians 11:14

“Satan himself is transformed 

into an angel of light.”

That is why we are commanded in 1 Thessalonians 5: 21 to 

“Prove all things, 

hold fast that which is good!”
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“Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits
whether they are of God (Elohim); because many 

false prophets are gone out into the world.”
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Let’s remember, Scripture is the test of all doctrines, 
only by it, beginning in Genesis 1:1 we can know 

what is truth and what is not!
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Doesn’t Colossians 2:13-17  

make it clear that the feast days 

ended at the cross?

Colossians is one of the letters over 

which most Christians fall to their 

own destruction, like Peter said.
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13.  And you, being dead in your sins, and the uncircumcision 

of your flesh, hath he quickened together with him, having 

forgiven you all trespasses; 14.  Blotting out the handwriting 

of ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to 

us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross. 

15.  And having spoiled principalities and powers, he made 

a shew of them openly, triumphing over them in it. 

16.  Let no man therefore judge you in meat, or in drink, 

or in respect of an holyday, or of the new moon [month], 

or of the Sabbath days. 17.  Which are a shadow of 

things to come; but the body is of Messiah.”

Let us read Colossians 2, starting in verse 13 to 17 in the KJV:
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What was nailed to the cross?

It depends on who you ask and 
which Bible translation one reads!

Many read various translations 
and come to various conclusions!
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which was contrary to us” refers 
to the law of Moses.  Therefore, 

most come to the conclusion that 
the whole law, or part of it, ended 

at the cross, therefore claiming 
these laws are 

no longer valid for Christians. 

•That was verse 14.

Most Christians claim that the sentence in the KJV: 

“Handwriting of ordinances” that “was against us,
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“Jesus removed the ordinances, 
so, we need not keep the laws 

regarding foods, holy days, or the 
Sabbath (Col. 2:16).  But the Sabbath 
was one of the Ten Commandments, 

hence, all the Old Testament laws 
were removed, including the Ten 

Commandments and the Sabbath.”  

  - Gospelway.com – “Old Testament Laws”
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Here are some examples of statements from other churches 

in reference to Colossians 2:16 and the following question: 

“Are the 10 Commandments abolished?” 

“Jesus removed the ordinances, 
so, we need not keep the laws 

regarding foods, holy days, or the 
Sabbath (Col. 2:16).  But the Sabbath 
was one of the Ten Commandments, 

hence, all the Old Testament laws 
were removed, including the Ten 

Commandments and the Sabbath.”  

  - Gospelway.com – “Old Testament Laws”
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“The Sabbath commandment 
was stated to be abolished 

in Col 2:14-16. 
This means that under the 

New Covenant law, 9 of the 10 
Commandments have been 

carried forward and 
one is abolished.” 
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“The Sabbath commandment 
was stated to be abolished 

in Col 2:14-16. 
This means that under the 

New Covenant law, 9 of the 10 
commandments have been 

carried forward and 
one is abolished.” 
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They state in their Bible 
Commentary, “Sabbath days 

cannot refer to the weekly 
Sabbath, designated by the 

fourth commandment, 
but must indicate the 

ceremonial rest days.”
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Remember also, that YHVH 
is not the author of confusion; 

someone else is!







There are several places in the Scriptures 
where we find this terminology. 

The following passages will explain exactly 
where Paul learned this terminology.

Note:  the term “new moon” has been incorrectly 
translated.  “New month” is the correct term. 



◼ Feasts or feast days (yearly)

◼ New Moons [new months] (monthly)

◼ Sabbaths (weekly)

Here are the Bible texts where Paul must have 
received this terminology:
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"Behold, I build an house to the name of YHVH my 
Elohim, to dedicate [it] to him, [and] to burn 

before him sweet incense, and for the continual 
showbread, and for the burnt offerings morning 

and evening, on the Sabbaths (weekly),
and on the new moons [new months] (monthly), 

and on the solemn feasts (annually) of YHVH our 

Elohim.  This is an ordinance for ever to Israel.”  
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“Even after a certain rate every day, 
offering according to the commandment 

of Moses, on the Sabbaths (weekly),
and on the new moons [new months] (monthly), 

and on the solemn feasts (annually), 
three times in the year, [even] in the feast 

of unleavened bread, and in the feast of 
weeks, and in the feast of tabernacles.”
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#3.  2 Chronicles 31:3

“[He appointed] also the king's portion of his 
substance for the burnt offerings, [to wit], 

for the morning and evening burnt offerings, 
and the burnt offerings for 

the Sabbaths (weekly), and for 
the new moons [new months] (monthly), and for 

the set feasts (annually), as [it is] written 

in the law of YHVH.”
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#4.  Nehemiah 10:33

“For the showbread, and for the 
continual meat offering, and for the 

continual burnt offering, 
of the Sabbaths, (weekly) 

of the new moons [new months], (monthly) 
for the set feasts, (yearly) and for the holy 

[things], and for the sin offerings to make 
an atonement for Israel, and [for] all the 
work of the house of our God (Elohim).”
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#5.  Ezekiel 45:17

“And it shall be the prince's part [to give] burnt 
offerings, and meat offerings, and drink offerings, 

in the feasts (annually), and 
in the new moons [new months] (monthly), and 

in the Sabbaths (weekly),

in all solemnities of the house of Israel: 
he shall prepare the sin offering, and the meat offering, 

and the burnt offering, and the peace offerings, 
to make reconciliation for the house of Israel.”
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These weekly, monthly and annually 
set-apart times are HIS appointments. 

These are NOT Jewish or man-made dates!

The Creator invites us; we do not invite HIM.
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The same principle must be 
applied to Colossians 2:16, 

because Colossians 2:16 speaks 
about the yearly, monthly and 
weekly appointments - not the 

yearly, monthly and 
yearly appointments.
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Did Paul needlessly repeat himself? 
Did he know what he was saying?

Or did he have this in mind?  
“Let no man therefore judge you in meat, 

or in drink, or in respect of a yearly 
ceremonial Sabbath, or of the new month, 
or of the yearly ceremonial Sabbaths” …??  

(Colossians 2:16, NRPV)

We need to ask the question, “What version is the NRPV?”
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Don’t laugh!  This is not funny, because this it is exactly 
what many denominations believe and teach their people 

(including Sabbath-keeping churches).

However, some  Scholars don’t 
go along with that teaching, 

because they do agree 
that the 7th day Sabbath is 

the intent of Paul’s statement.
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“… When Paul here refers to 
‘Sabbaths’, if he meant the 

ceremonial (annual) Sabbaths, 
he was needlessly 
repeating himself.”   

Ministry Magazine,  May 1997; 
Dr. Richardson, Andrews University.
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In this verse Paul is talking about:
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People that attempt to do away with the feast days, 
(or the appointed times), by their misuse of Colossians 2:16 

may be sincere, but unfortunately, they are also 
absolutely ignorant of the true meaning of this passage! 
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Holy days, New Months, or of the Sabbath “days” …
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"Or have ye not read in the Torah, how that on 
the Sabbath days the priests in the temple 
profane the Sabbath, and are blameless?”
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Matt 12:10 "And, behold, there was a man which 
had [his] hand withered.  And they asked him, 
saying, Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath days

(G4521)? that they might accuse him." 
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Matt 12:12 "How much then is a man better than 
a sheep? Wherefore it is lawful to do well on the 

Sabbath days (G4521)."



Mark 3:4 "And he saith unto them, Is it lawful to do 
good on the Sabbath days (G4521), or to do evil? 

To save life, or to kill?  But they held their peace."

63

Luke 4:31 "And came down to Capernaum, 
a city of Galilee, and taught them 

on the Sabbath days (G4521)."



Luke 6:2 "And certain of the Pharisees said unto 
them, Why do ye that which is not lawful to do 

on the Sabbath days (G4521)?"

Luke 6:9 “Then said Yahusha unto them, 
I will ask you one thing; Is it lawful on the  

Sabbath days (G4521) to do good, or to do evil …?”
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"So, let no one 
(or anyone)

 judge you in food or 

in drink, or regarding 
[Greek meros, meaning 

'part,' or 'regarding any 

portion of'] a festival 

or a new month or 

Sabbath, but the body 

of Messiah, which is 

the Church.” 

Colossians 2:16

Notice Paul’s words again:
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First, “anyone” means anyone, like 
friends, relatives, church members, 

priests, preachers, civil rulers, or 
anyone else that tries to judge us.

Secondly, the word that has been 

translated as “regarding” or 

“in respect” of an holy day 

is the Greek word “meros.” 
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That word “meros” comes from an obsolete 
but more primary form of μείρομαι - meiromai 

(to get as a section or allotment); 
a division or share (literally or figuratively, in a wide 

application): - behalf, coast, course, craft, 
particular (+ -ly), part (+ -ly), piece, portion, 

respect, side, some sort (-what).
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Here is a better version of this verse:

“Allow no one (no man, 

whoever he is) regarding any 
details of how you (or dictate 

to you how to)  keep the 
feasts, to confuse or to 
judge you, but only 

the assembly, 
the congregation of 

Yahusha can do that. 

The question was not,
 if they should keep the 
feasts, but how they 

should keep the feasts. 



Remember, if we try to prove with Colossians 2:16 that the 
yearly feast days were nailed to the cross, then these verses 
are also definitely nailing the 7th Day Sabbath to the cross! 

We all know this must be utterly false!!
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(Acts 16:13; 20:1-5, 16; 1 Cor 5:6-8; 
Acts 24:14 and 28:17)
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What was really 
nailed to the 

cross?

Let’s look at Colossians 2:14
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The entire Christian world seems in agreement that Col 2:14 
must talk about the law that was nailed to His cross. 

Some believe the Torah was abolished and some even believe 
the same about the 10 Commandments, or … at least that 

ONE of the 10 Commands is no longer valid.

82



However, the words 
“Moral Law” or 

“Ceremonial Law” 
do not appear in 

Scripture!
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Many believe Moses wrote the law on 
paper, in a book, and placed it in the side 
of the Ark (which is true for one of the 

books)!  Next, they assume that “book of 
laws” most certainly included the feasts 

and festivals that were connected to many 
“ceremonies” like the sacrificial laws.  

All laws connected to ceremonies were 
simply abolished at the tree (cross).
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Some Sabbath keepers claim, that since the 

10 Commandments (or Moral Law written on 

stone), cannot be nailed to the cross, 

 It must be the ceremonial laws, written in a book, 

that are nailed to the cross.

Their reasoning is:  this saves the Seventh-day 

Sabbath (which is part of the 10 Commandments) 

from being done away with.
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 the grammar is ignored

 the linguistics is ignored

 the context is ignored

 the Greek is ignored

 the Bible is ignored

All in the favor of a theological assumption!
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These theological assumptions blind many 
from the reality of the linguistics and the literal 
meaning of this text. 

Many will not be able to accept the clear letter 
of Scripture.

This leads many Sunday keepers to say things 
like: “Logic has never been a strong point 
with Seventh-day Adventists!”   - Bible.ca
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There are many Bible translations that have translated  
“Cheirographon Tois Dogmasin” correctly!

“He canceled the record of  the charges against 

us and took it away by nailing it to the cross.” 
(New Living Translation)

“Elohim wiped out the charges that were against us for 

disobeying the Law of  Moses. He took them 

away and nailed them to the cross.” 
(Contemporary English Version)
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To confirm any interpretation of Scripture, 
it is always best to see if the rest of the Bible 
confirms or contrasts with the interpretation. 

What does the rest of the Bible say 
Yahusha came to do, 

and about His relationship to the law?

From the lips of John the Baptist in John 1:29, 
“Behold the Lamb of Elohim who 

taketh away the sin of the world.” 
(Notice He does NOT “take away” the Law or Torah!)
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Because Colossians 2:14 speaks 
about a certificate of indebtedness, 

an “IOU” (I owe you), 

a list of our sins – not a list about 
Moral and/or Ceremonial laws. 
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This is brought out in Colossians 2:17!
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Why is Paul using present tense thirty (30) 
years after the crucifixion, IF the feasts, 

New Months, the Sabbath and the 
food laws were already fulfilled?



What about the second half of Colossians 2:17?
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Paul (in Colossians 2) is not focusing on the 

Torah.  But rather, he is focusing on Yahuwah’s 

forgiveness and the completeness in Yahusha.









Colossians 2:15  “And having spoiled 

principalities and powers, he made a shew of 

them openly, triumphing over them in it.”

Who are those principalities and powers 

that try to judge Yahuwah’s people?
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• …to be the false Jewish leaders 
to destroy faith in Yahusha, 
and the “principalities” were 
the Roman civil magistrates 

such as governors, etc.
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•Therefore, the words of Paul:  
“Let no man, regardless of his 
position as a principality or 
power, judge you in regard 
to your religious beliefs.”
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