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DOES THE MOON HAVE ANY 
PART IN DEFINING THE 

BEGINNING OF THE BIBLICAL 
MONTH?

THIS IS PART 
TWO

OF THREE 
PARTS!
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❖ Hebrew words have word numbers so we can search out a more 
accurate definition to give clarity in another language.

❖ Many Hebrew words can have multiple definitions that house 
different definitions under the same word number. 

For example: 
Evening   H6153; `ereb; from H6150; dusk:  KJV -  day, even 
(-ing, tide), night.  [H6150 & H6148 = mixing.]

➢ Note:  when the Scriptures use the word “evening” one must pay 
attention to the context of the verse, and read enough content 
to select the proper definition in each instance.

➢ This study will examine the five Hebrew definitions for the 
“one word” of “moon.”
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1.  H3394 = 26 listings      <yareach>
This means the actual “literal moon” itself.   

1.  H3394 = 26 listings    

2.  H3391 = 2 listings        <yerach>  This is the root of H3394.
This means the “lunation cycle” of the moon-month separate 
from the Biblical month for calculating the worship statutes.  

2.  H3391 = 13 listings        

3.  H3842 = 3 listings       <lebanah>
This means the “color” of the moon.   

3.  H3842 = 3 listings     

4.  H7720 = 1 listing          <saharon>
A “comparison” of “another object” to the moon. 
THIS IS A SIMILE.  e.g. [Something] round like the moon.

4.  H7720 = 3 listings        

5.  H2320 = 20 listings    <chodesh>   
A “repetitive occurrence” that can have similarities to H3391.

5.  H2320 = 283 listings      

Total:  52 “moon” references in Strong’s. Total: 54 = moon(s);  

        274 = month(s)

Below are the five different Hebrew words with a total of 52 references 
in the Strong’s that have been translated as moon or moons:

Number of verses for each Word # 
in the Englishman’s Concordance.
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1.  H3394 = 26 listings      <yareach>
This means the actual “literal moon” itself.   

1.  H3394 = 26 listings    

2.  H3391 = 2 listings        <yerach>  This is the root of H3394.
This means the “lunation cycle” of the moon-month separate 
from the Biblical month for calculating the worship statutes.  

2.  H3391 = 13 listings        

3.  H3842 = 3 listings       <lebanah>
This means the “color” of the moon.   

3.  H3842 = 3 listings     

4.  H7720 = 1 listing          <saharon>
A “comparison” of “another object” to the moon. 
THIS IS A SIMILE.  e.g. [Something] round like the moon.

4.  H7720 = 3 listings        

5.  H2320 = 20 listings    <chodesh>   
A “repetitive occurrence” that can have similarities to H3391.

5.  H2320 = 283 listings      

Total:  52 “moon” references in Strong’s. Total: 54 = moon(s);  

        274 = month(s)

Below are the five different Hebrew words with a total of 52 references 
in the Strong’s that have been translated as moon or moons:In this presentation we 
will focus mainly on 

H2320 “chodesh” 
because it has been 

falsely translated 
as “moon” in 

20 of 283 cases. 

Number of verses for each Word # 
in the Englishman’s Concordance.



In each and every case “yareach” [H3394] is correctly 
translated into the English word “moon.”  

It is never translated as “month” 
or a derivative of the word “month.”
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At #1  H3394  MOON <yareach>11



[Strong’s] MOON - H3394  yareach  
(yaw-ray'-akh); from the same as H3391; 
the MOON:  KJV – MOON. Yerechow 
[or Jericho].  See H3405.

H3391 is the primitive root.

H3405 links to 
Jericho, a city that 

worshipped the moon.

Caution:
Brown-Driver-Brigg’s (BDB) does NOT 
take H3394 back to the original root!
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Are there any Torah Scriptures Using “moon/moons”?
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H3394 for “moon” has nothing to do with the Biblical month.
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H3394 for 
“moon” has 

nothing to do 
with the 

Biblical month.
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H3391 for moon has nothing to do with the Biblical month.
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The 
H3394 
MOON 

does not 
commence 

the 
Biblical 
month. 

▪ The very first mention of MOON in the Scriptures for the 
word number H3394 is in Gen 37:9 – a prophecy given 
through Joseph’s dream.  

▪ Because our Creator is orderly, it is very likely the moon did 
have a perfect lunar cycle [each month] from the 4th day of 
creation to Hezekiah’s sundial event in 701 BC.  

▪ However, there is absolutely no confirmation in either Gen 1, 
or Gen 37 that the moon is required to declare the 
beginning of any month.    
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The 
H3394 
MOON 

does not 
commence 

the 
Biblical 
month. 
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At #2  H3391  MOON <yerach>

Def:  the cycle or lunation 
of the moon – labeled as 

a [moon] month.
References Found:

Strong’s:  2 

Englishman’s:  13 
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H3391  MOON  
<yerach>

is the 
primitive root of:

H3392, H3393
and H3394 MOON  

<yareach>. 
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The 1st day of the 1st week!

The 1st day of the 1st month!

The 1st day of the 1st year!
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The 1st day of the 1st month of creation.

The 1st day of the 2nd month.

37

Nearly 2000 years after creation
Yahweh’s month still has 30 days.



The 1st day of the 1st Lunar Cycle.

The 1st day of the 2nd Lunar Cycle.  
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The lunation cycle was a special 30 day 
period created for the “Ordinances of 
the Moon.”  
(Remember the review of these “ordinances” 
given with H3394.) 

There was nothing imperfect about this 
moon-month.

The moon was given specific job descriptions 
to bless the earth and mankind with 
agricultural bounties.

The moon-month was never to be linked to the 
commencement of Yahweh's worship statutes.
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Remember:  Yahweh is smarter than we are! 

He knows what He is doing!
▪That’s why He gave mankind and the earth two 
types of months.
1. The creation month for the commencement of His 

monthly and yearly worship statutes;
2. The lunar month for the agricultural ordinances 

to bless the earth and mankind with food & water; 
seasons for planting & harvesting of the land; 
tides to bless the seas.  (Deut 33:14)
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▪ Note:  “Leuk” is connected to “lunar” [literal moon] and 
“lunation” [moon’s cycle]. 
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Before H3391 (lunation) After H3394 (lunar/moon)
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1.  Exo 2:2  “three months”

2.  Deut 21:13  “a full month”

3.  1 Kings 6:37  “month of Zif”

4.  1 Kings 6:38  “8th month of Bul”  

5.  1 Kings 8:2  “month of Ethanim”

6.  2 Kings 15:13  “a full month”

7.   Job 3:6  “number of months”  
8.   Job 7:3   “months of vanity”

9.   Job 29:2  “as in months past”

10. Job 39:2  “number the months”

11.  Zech 11:8  “in one month”
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The wording is given as “a 
full month [H3391]” for 
mourning of captivity.

The wording is given as “blow 
the trumpet at the beginning 
of the month [H2320].”
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Isa 60:20 will be addressed later in detail.
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The 
H3391 
MOON 

does not 
commence 

the 
Biblical 
month. 
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H3391 means the actual lunation or 

“cycle of the moon” in any “moon month.”  

Up until the sundial event, the moon month and 

Yahweh’s month, both had 30 days.  But, they 

did NOT commence on the same day!

The 
H3391 
MOON 

does not 
commence 

the 
Biblical 
month. 
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There are No Torah Commands!
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74 At #3  H3842  MOON <lebanah>

Def:  The color or whiteness 
of the moon.

The moon as white!

References Found:

Strong’s:  3 

Englishman’s:  3



H3842  MOON  <lebanah> [as an Adjective]
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Here are the 3 Scriptures for H3842 <lebanah> 
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The 
H3842 
MOON
color 

cannot 
commence 

the 
Biblical 
month. 

77



At #4  H7720  MOON <saharon>

Def:  A simile/comparison of 
something that is round 

like the moon.

References Found:

Strong’s:  1 

Englishman’s: 3
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H7720   MOON  <saharon>  [as a Simile]

Definition:  H7720 means the actual “simile comparison of 
another object” to the moon in the sky.

1. [Strong’s] MOON - H7720  saharon; from the same as 

H5469; a round pendant for the neck:  KJV – ornament, 

round tire like the MOON.  shav.  See H7723.

2. [BDB]  H7720  saharon – the moon, the crescent 
(as ornament).
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1. Judges 8:21 And Gideon arose, and slew Zebah and Zalmunna, 

and took away the ornaments [H7720] that were on their 

camels' necks.

2. Judges 8:26  And the weight of the golden earrings … beside 

ornaments [H7720], and collars, and purple raiment … and beside 

the chains that were about their camels' necks.
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3.  Isa 3:18  In that day Yahweh will take away the bravery of their 

tinkling ornaments [H5914] about their feet, and their cauls, and 

their round tires like the MOON [H5914].

Isa 3:18 (Note the extra Hebrew definitions that are similar to “roundness.”) 

tinkling ornaments; H5914; a [round] anklet

 

cauls;  H7636; [round] netting for the hair

round tires like the moon; H7720; round neck pendant
81



The 
H7720 
MOON
simile

comparison 
cannot 

commence 
the 

Biblical 
month. 
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Chodesh [H2320] should be translated as “new month.” 

It should never be translated as “new moon.”

When using an Englishman’s Concordance, for a search of every verse in the 
Old Testament using H2320 (chodesh), you will find 283 hits!  

20 of those hits use the word “moon.”
 263 hits in 225 verses use the word “month.”   

(Note:  In several verses, the word “month” can appear from 2-5 times in one verse.)

In the Strong’s Concordance, when you search for “moon” or “moons”

you’ll find 20 listings of H2320.  

Each one is incorrectly translated as either “moon” or “moons.”



At #5  H2320  MOON??  <chodesh>85
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So H2320 <chodesh> has a definition that may seem like the most 
confusing.  However, it refers to a “repetitive occurrence” of some sort.  

(Eating, working, praying, etc., are all daily repetitive occurrences.)

In the definition of the word “chodesh,” 
the English word “moon” has been mysteriously included.  

There is absolutely no evidence of
 any reference to the word “yareach” (moon) 

in the Hebrew word “chodesh” ([new] month or renewal).

The Hebrew word “chodesh” simply means “month” (H2320) 
or “new month/renewal” (from H2318).  

As mentioned before, there are 20 instances in the Bible 
where the word “chodesh” has been erroneously translated 

into the English language as “new moon”!



88
This has led to the calendar being built on a false premise!

For Consideration:



Again, 20 of the 283 references in the Bible have been translated 

incorrectly with the word “moon(s)” instead of “month(s)” 

probably because of this “repetitive occurrence” definition.  

Let’s examine three random examples of

 the word “chodesh” (Strong’s H2320), 

as it is correctly used in Scripture and had been 

correctly translated in the remaining 263 references.
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“And the waters decreased continually until 

the tenth month H2320: in the tenth month, 

on the first day of the month H2320, were the 

tops of the mountains seen.” Gen 8:5  KJV

“In the fourteenth day of the first month H2320 

at even is Yahweh's passover.” Lev 23:5  RSB

“In the third month H2320, when the children of Israel 

were gone forth out of the land of Egypt, the same day 

came they into the wilderness of Sinai.” Exo 19:1 RSB
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SOME ANSWERS ARE:
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Finishing the  H2320  Definition
95

95
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THE 
CREATOR’S
“MONTH”!
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H2318  and “Implication”
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Why are 7% (or 20 verses) of the H2320 Scriptures translated as 
“new moon(s)” [H3394] instead of “new month(s)” [H2320]?
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Moon  [H3394] Moon [H3391]

The word “moon” is used only 4 times in the Books of Moses.
103
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Numbers 6:24-26

YHVH bless you and keep you; 
YHVH make His face shine 
upon you, and be gracious 
unto you; 
YHVH lift up His countenance 
upon you, and give you peace
In the name of  Yahusha, the 
Messiah, the Prince of Peace!
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Supreme Provider
Yahusha Ha Mashiach

Prepared by permission from a Power 
Point Presentation arranged 

by Charlene Fortsch 
and recorded by Walter Tschoepe.

111

THE END 
OF PART 

TWO
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