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Northwestern Minnesota
Synodical Women’s Organization of the ELCA

SNOW Newsletter

From the Desk of the President

Greetings Sisters in Christ,

My prayer for you is that this finds you safe and well. COVID has hit my immedi-
ate family. My 93 year old mother and WELCA member has been diagnosed with
COVID. She had an infusion of sotrovimab and is feeling quite well. I am staying
with her and taking extra precautions. We would appreciate your prayers for con-
tinued health for both of us.

I have had several inquiries as to Spring Gatherings. 1 feel that you should go ahead and plan your Gath-
erings using the necessary precautions. The Northwest Minnesota synod is so large and each area is deal-
ing with COVID in their own ways, it is impossible to determine the if you should or should not have a
Sping Gathering. If the churches in your conference are meeting, I would go by their guidelines. If you
feel strongly that you do not want to meet, I understand and leave the decision to each conference.

My goals for the Northwest Synodical Women’s Organization are as follows:

Communication — the board is working to contact each congregation to verify the contact information.
They are also contacting inactive units to make sure that SWO information is available to them. You do
not need to have an active unit in your congregation to participate in WELCA activities. We have our
website Synod Women’s Organization (SWO) — Northwestern Minnesota Synod, ELCA
(nwmnsynod.org) and Facebook page Northwestern Minnesota Synodical Women's Organization of the
ELCA | Facebook to keep you updated on WELCA activities.

Training — the board is looking into having at least one training opportunity for members and units dur-
ing the year. We will communicate this activity to you when plans are finalized.

Racial Justice — we will use social media to advise you of any racial justice information we receive. |
would suggest reading Stringing Rosaries: The History, the Unforgivable, and the Healing of Northern
Plains American Indian Boarding School Survivors by Dr. Denise Lajimodiere. Watch for a review of
this book in the upcoming SNOW newsletter.

Bible Study — the board presents the Gather Bible Study the 4th Monday of each month at 7PM via
ZOOM. The study is for 1 hour. The next 4 sessions are by Mark Allen Powell who was a presenter at
the WELCA Gathering in Minneapolis in 2017. The title is “The Kingdom of God.” The meeting ID is
830 8115 5921 and the link is https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83081155921. Be sure to add this to your per-
sonal and WELCA calendar.

Our annual Northwest Minnesota Synodical Women’s Organization convention is scheduled for Septem-
ber 16-17, 2022 at Bethlehem Lutheran in Fergus Falls MN. Dr. Jacqueline Bussie will be our speaker.
Please put this date on your calendar and pray that we are able to have an in person convention.

Thank you to each of you for your continuing support during these unfamiliar times. Please keep your
NWMN SWO board and officers in your prayers as we continue to lead this amazing organization.

God’s Blessings!

Marilyn Grandstrand
NWMN SWO Presidents
763-258-9217
mgrand1000@ymail.com
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Gather Bible Study
“The Kingdom of God”

Everything we lean in this four-session Bible study will serve to under-
score one simple truth: What Jesus and others teach us about the
kingdom of God is good news!

Please join us for the next 4 sessions of the Gather Bible Study
presented by Mark Allen Powell the 4th Monday of each month
_ | for 1 hour beginning at 7:00 PM via Zoom.

The meeting ID is 830 8115 5921 and the link is:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83081155921.

Bold Women’s Day—observed
annually on the fourth Sunday of
February celebrates all Lutheran

WOMEN'S
DAY 2022

HordfElCA

women who have acted or are act-
ing boldly on their faith in Jesus
Christ.

How will you celebrate Bold
Women's Day in 20227

Spring Conference Gatherings

Please check out the website for updated Spring Conference
Gathering information at www.nwmnsynod.org
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OUR MISSION

Mobilizing women to act boldly on
their faith in Jesus Christ.

OUR PURPOSE

As a community of women created in
the image of God, called to disciple-
ship in Jesus Christ, and empowered
by the Holy Spirit, we commit our-
selves to grow in faith, affirm our
gifts, support one another in our call-
ings, engage in ministry and action,
and promote healing and wholeness
in the church, the society, and the
world.

journey, offering a faith reflection every day. Encounter
God’s extravagant, boundless, and often surprising grace
by signing up for a daily email message. You can also
download the app for your 10S and Android devices.
Learn more at welca.org/dailygrace.



https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83081155921

Conference 8 Fall Gathering 2021

= | The 2021 Fall Conference 8 Gathering was held on Thursday, October 14t at Esther

~* Lutheran Church, rural Parkers Prairie. After a two-year absence from meeting due to
the pandemic, it felt good to be together again. Sixty women from 16 congregations at-
tended.

The Theme was “Eagle’s Healing Nest”, with Melony Butler from “the Nest” being the
guest speaker. The theme verse was Galatians 6:9 “And let us not grow weary in well-
doing, for in due season we shall reap, if we do not lose heart.”

After gathering for coffee and goodies in the fellowship hall, there was a hymn sing in the
Outgoing Officers: LuAnn Holt, Re sanctuary lead by Sue Ellwanger and pianist Kevin Lee.

IETANEYGANERELRECEIEI A \\elcomes were given by Conference 8 Coordinator Nancy Kjeldahl and Esther Lutheran
Sandy Devens, Treasurer. WELCA President, Luella Thom. Pastor Scott Hoecker gave a devotion entitied “What
Should | Wear"?

A communion service was conducted by Pastor Rachel Stout from First Evangelical, Parkers Prairie.

Conference 8 Coordinator, Nancy Kjeldahl, opened the business meeting by reading the Statement of Purpose in unison. Roll
call was taken by Recorder LuAnn Holt. There was no financial report from Treasurer Sandy Devens. With no old business,
new business items were addressed. The Spring 2022 gathering will be held at Shalom Lutheran Church in Alexandria. Nancy
and LuAnn’s positions are up for election, and Nancy asked for nominations/volunteers from the floor. Nola Smith from Shalom
Lutheran volunteered for the Coordinator position, and Luella Thom from Esther Lutheran volunteered for the Recorder posi-
tion. A unanimous ballot was taken. Marilyn Grandstand, President of the NW MN Synodical Women’s Organization installed
Nola and Luella as new officers, and Sandy Devens as she continues to serve as Conference 8 Treasurer.

Other speakers in attendance were Kathy Ortloff, giving information regarding Lutheran World relief and Global Health Minis-
tries. Jody Johnson from Luther Crest Bible Camp, spoke about the “no camps” of 2020 and how wonderful it was to have the
camps back in session in 2021. President of NWMN Synod Women’s Organization Marilyn Grandstand greeted us and shared
updates of upcoming events including the Convention at Bethlehem Lutheran, September 16-17, 2022. Roxanne Swisher, Con-
ference 8 Board representative was also in attendance. John Severson from Thrivent gave updated information on Thrivent
Action Teams, Choice, and a new program, Money Canvas.

The main speaker, Melony Butler, is the Director of Eagles Healing Nest, located in Sauk Centre. Her passion to help Veterans
has been the driving force for the establishment of a place where veterans can find healing and wholeness. Her personal jour-
ney of helping “family” was a difficult one fueled with love. She tells everyone that she has gotten back more than she has given
in the process. “The nest was built one branch at a time. A place to call home and a place to heal with honor”. Many items
were brought to the gathering by the Conference 8 women as a physical offering for the Nest, which Melony was so apprecia-
tive of. We thank her for her time with us and for her service to a worthy cause.

The ladies of Esther Lutheran served a delicious mashed potato and meatball lunch. We thank them for hosting a fun and suc-
cessful 2021 Fall Gathering.
Respectfully submitted

LuAnn Holt, Conference 8 Recorder.

Newly Elected SWO Board Members

At the SWO Annual Convention held on September 18, 2021,
Sue Ellwanger was elected as Secretary and Amber Krafnick
was elected as Vice President!
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Meet the SWO Board Members

Meet Marilyn Grandstrand, President. She has been serving in this role for the last 2 years. Marilyn
grew up on a farm in Marshall County, MN. She graduated from Karlstad High School and attended
MSUM Moorhead earning a degree in elementary education. Marilyn taught elementary school in the
Apple Valley/Rosemount School district south of the Twin Cities. She left teaching to begin a career

" in construction. Her new career took her to Billings, MT and Rapid City, SD. When Marilyn returned

4 to MN, she began working at Digi-Key Corporation, then after 10 years at Digi-Key, Marilyn, once

N again started a new career as a SAM. She served 9 months at Red River Lutheran in rural Kennedy
&% and Grace Lutheran in Hallock. She is currently serving at First Lutheran church, Stephen, MN. Mari-
lyn says “| pray that we will be able to have an in-person convention this September. Thank you for
your confidence in me by your electing me to serve as your president”.

Meet Ardys Horner, Board Member representing the Detroit Lakes Conference. She assists with Mis-
, sion Action - collecting and compiling the annual reports.  Ardys is serving her second year on the
board, and represents NW MN Synodical Women’s Organization on the MSUM Lutheran Campus Min-
istry/Crossroads Board of directors, serving as its secretary. Please join Ardys in supporting this very
important ministry. Ardys is an active member at First Lutheran and is the Lesson Leader in her Circle.
She is a widow, mother of six and grandmother of 11, enjoys reading and making quilts at her lake
home. She has attended many Gatherings and has been a voting member at both Synod and Church-
wide Conventions. Before moving to Minnesota in 2004, she served on the Eastern ND Synodical
board.

Meet Julie Jones, Board Member representing the Roseau Conference. She is a member of Zion Lu-
theran Church in Warroad. Julie previously represented the ladies from Conference Two and enjoyed
attending their conference meetings last year. She is President of the Warroad Zion Lutheran Women'’s
Group, sings in the church choir and is the Treasurer for the Warroad Eagles Auxiliary. You may recog-
nize her from on the stage or in the Box Office at Warroad Summer Theatre. In her spare time, she
enjoys shopping, reading, sewing, making gift cards, tags and bows. Julie is looking forward to her trip
to Hawaii in February 2024 with a group of family, friends.

Meet Mary Peterson. She has been on the NW MN WELCA board for 7 years. This will be her last year.
She is assigned to the Mission Growth Committee, whose purpose is to encourage every woman to use
her whole potential and to stay strong in her faith. Mary is from Fergus Falls and is a retired dietitian.
She is currently working in conjunction with her husband, who is a SAM, doing whatever needs to be
done. Mary and her husband have 2 sons and 2 grandchildren. Mary says “It has been a wonderful
experience serving on the board”, and hopes that you will say “Yes” if you are called to serve on the
board.

| Meet Roxanne Swisher. She is from Vining, MN, serving her 2nd term as a board member. Roxanne
i is assigned to the Mission Growth Committee, and to Conference 8 as their representative. She is look-
" ing forward to meeting and sharing in God's plan for us in 2022. You are free to contact Roxanne via
7 email with any questions or concerns you have at dnrswisher@hotmail.com. She is willing to attend your
4 WELCA meetings, lead a Bible Study or be a speaker/presenter for a program. Roxanne hopes that in
some way to make an impact on each of you, enabling you to see God’s purpose for your life and to em-
brace it so it becomes your passion.
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Meet Sue Ellwanger, Secretary . She is an active member of Esther Lutheran Church , rural Parker’s

~ Prairie. Leading worship services when needed and works with the VBS by helping to prepare and serve
meals to the children, served on Church Council, served as their unit secretary, and is a member of the
Worship Committee. Sue also served 2 terms as President for the SWO —Leading the delegation for the
NW MN SWO to the 10th Triennial Convention in July 2017 - Minneapolis. Sue is the Secretary at Esther
Lutheran and Faith Lutheran, Miltona, and also the clerk of Eastern Township. Sue and her husband Don,

‘ own and operate a shooting preserve.
[

B Meet Amber Krafnick, Vice President. She is from Fergus Falls, Member of Zion Lutheran Church and is

i the Children, Youth and Family Ministry Coordinator there and also at Hope Lutheran Church. Prior to
Zion Lutheran, she and her family were members of Augustana, where she was the chair to the St. Lucia
celebration several times and served as president for their WELCA group. She felt blessed to attend sev-
eral of the conferences and meetings offered by the synod, two of which she taught Bible journaling clas-
ses. When she has free time, she loves to read (mostly mysteries). She journals, colors and does puzzle
books with her cat curled up on her lap.

Meet Diane Teigland, Board Member. She is an active member of Immanuel in Wadena and has served
as president of their WELCA group, served on the Altar Care committee and is currently co-chair of their
funeral serving group. She also serves as a lector, usher and communion assistant. Diane is part of the
quilting group for LWR, collects supplies for school kits and puts together personal care kits. She has
served as Cluster 9 Recorder, and board member of the NW MN SWO. Diane is retired after 37 years of
teaching. She is a Hospice volunteer, likes to read, knit for charity all while enjoying her 8 grandchildren.

Meet Heather Grafstrom, Board Member. She is an active member of Salol First Lutheran where she is
in charge of their Facebook Page, serves as a regular lectionary, leads the weekly children’s sermon and
teaches the 2nd-6th grade Sunday school students. Heather and her husband Sven have 6 kids ranging
in ages from 5-26. They live on a farm in Salol where they raise beef cattle. She is in her 21st year as
dental hygienist, a job she truly loves.

Meet Terry Pipho, Treasurer. She is a member of the Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd—
Moorhead. Elected to the board in 2018. Appointed treasurer in 2020. Her responsibilities are to arrange
for an annual review of the financial records, prepare budgets, reconcile bank statements, send regular
offering remittances to churchwide, maintain contact with unit treasurers, keep thorough records of all fi-
nancial transactions, and prepare monthly reports.

She is Conference 3 board representative, liaison, working with conference 3 officers to develop activities.

e
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A Note From the Treasurer

WHAT DOES THE PANDEMIC MEAN FOR WOMEN OF THE ELCA BUDGET AND FINANCES?

Independence is good. Interdependence is befter.

Interdependent relationships strengthen you, your organization, and your family (units). It takes work to achieve, and even
more work to maintain. Relationships and connection provide support to individuals allowing them the strength to support
others, the group and lifting everyone up to reach higher levels of success.

The relationship of Women of the ELCA churchwide, synodical organizations, conferences, and units is one of interdependen-
cy. We are mutually reliant on each other. From Winter 2021 interchange: “When you give to the churchwide women'’s organ-
ization, you are making an investment in your future. Your giving comes back to you in the form of resources, publications,
events, and support that enable you and the women of your congregation to live out our shared mission of mobilizing women
to act boldly on their faith in Jesus Christ.”

With giving down significantly in 2021 and the reduction of income year after year to Women of the ELCA organization, Exec-
utive Director Linda Post Bushkofsky says “Most challenging for all of us is the lack of surety about what the future looks like.”

At the same time we are very grateful for your generosity and commitment to the work of empowering Women of the ELCA.

Please continue to send what you are able to the Northwestern Minnesota Synodical Women’s Organization, in care of
Terry Pipho, Treasurer, 323 - 49th Avenue SW, Moorhead, MN 56560. If you have any questions, you can call me on my cell
(701-866-3495) or email me at terry.pipho@gmail.com.

You can download Offering Form A on our webpage to use for Regular offerings.

Thankofferings should be sent directly to churchwide. Use Form B which you can also download on our webpage.
nwmnsynod.org/synod-organizations/synod-womens-organization-swo/

| also encourage you to become a Faithful Friend of the organization by giving monthly through automatic withdrawal from
your checking account or automatic charge to your credit card. Learn more at welca.org/faithfulfriends.

| -

[

Congregational (Unit) Information

When new officers are elected in your congregation, we need to know. Please fill out the Congregational Unit In-
formation sheet and either mail, or email it to the SWO secretary. We need the updated names and contact info in
order to keep everyone up to date of things you need to know. The form can be found on this website:
www.nwmnsynod.org/assets/Congregational-Information-Form.pdf

You may print it out and send it to the secretary, or use the form to fill out the information in an email to the
secretary.

For newly elected Conference Leaders, the form you will use is labeled Conference Officers and it is found at:
www.nwmnsynod.org/assets/Conference-Officers-Form.pdf

Page 6
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Book Review

Book review of Stinging Rosaries: The History, the Unforgivable, and the Healing of Northern Plains Amer-
ican Indian Boarding School Survivors by Dr. Denise K. Lajimodiere

| became familiar with this book when The NWMN Synod offered a Zoom discussion of the book with the
author. This is definitely a hard read, but | feel a necessary read. We need to know what our neighbors,
the Northern Plains American Indians, endured and continue to endure due to our government and reli-
gious organizations. We need to become familiar with terms such as historical trauma, intergenerational
trauma, collective trauma, multigenerational trauma, and unresolved grieving. It is the story of the conse-
quences of Richard Pratt’s educational experiment designed to transform the Indian into the white man’s
image. His mantra was “Kill the Indian in him, save the man.” These children were torn from their homes
and raised with rigid, harsh military-style discipline. We need to know these stories and the human rights
violations that were endured by our neighbors.

| also watched the documentary, “In the White Man’s Image,” which was mentioned in the book. It gives
more of a background of how the boarding schools came to be. | would recommend that you watch this
documentary. It is available on You-Tube.

This book tells the experience of those in the boarding schools. At times | cried, became angry, was terri-
bly saddened, was ashamed, and just could not believe what our government put these children through.
| also found it so terribly depressing and incomprehensible that so many churches engaged in this atrocity.

We need to educate ourselves regarding the suffering that Native Americans have goon through because
of our government and the church. Please read this book and watch the documentary to help understand
the things that have been done to our neighbors, the Native American community.

Marilyn Grandstrand

)
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GROWTH

Today | am writing to encourage you to explore different ideas to enrich your lives. | strongly encourage you to subscribe to our
“Gather” magazine. It has wonderful articles and A very inspiring Bible study every month. You can use all or part of the Bible
study as you wish.

Two books that Luther Seminary is using for group discussions are:
(1) “The Sum of Us: What Racism Costs Everyone and How We Can Prosper Together” by Heather McGhee
(2) “How to be an Antiracist” by loram X. Kendi
These books should bring about a lot of discussion and new ideas. | also challenge you to talk to someone you don’t know, it may
be someone in the check-out line or a new neighbor. Be a friend and gain new insight on how other people think. You may to
start your conversation with a compliment or a question about something. &
N4
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Baby Care Kits

2 Lightweight Cotton T-Shirts

2 Long or Short Sleeved Gowns
or Sleepers

2 Receiving Blankets

1 Jacket or Sweatshirt w/Hood
orinclude cap

4 Cloth Diapers

2 Pairs of Socks

2 or 3 Bath Sized bars of gentle !
soap [
2 Diaper Pins

1 Dark colored hand towel

Sewing Kits

2 Spools of Thread

2 Pieces of Fabric of the
same size

¢ 21/4Yard X 60"

¢ 3Yards X 44”

¢ 4 Yards x 36”

Personal Care Kits
1 Lightweight Bath towel

2 Bath Size Bar Soap

1 Adult Toothbrush

1 Sturdy Comb

1 Metal Nail Clippers

E

School Kits

1 Drawstring Backpack

4—70 Sheet Notebooks
1 Box 16 or 24 Crayons
1 Pencil Sharpener

1 Ruler

1 pair Blunt Scissors

5 No2 Pencils w/eraser

5 Black or Blue Ballpoint
Pens

1—2 1/2 * Eraser

ACTION

“He who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.” Philippians 1:6

January is a month of new beginnings, setting goals, making plans, reorganizing, maybe even downsizing. As children of God, we
look for guidance each day to Him for decision making and direction. As women of the ELCA-we are women of ACTION, we see

the needs of others and help wherever we can.
What kind of action?

¢ Making personal care kits for the homeless providing warm clothes, furnishings, and blankets for who have lost their homes in

fires.

Planting gardens to support local food banks.

> & & o o

world through Lutheran World Relief.

Writing letters to shut-ins, lonely people, veterans and friends.
Working to support children through our PTA and assembling school supplies for our local children and children around the

Making quilts for Lutheran World Relief and local needs including graduates/ NICU
Rolling bandages and collecting supplies for Global Health ministry.

+ Delivering meals on wheels and bringing food to families suffering illnesses or in mourning. As women we see needs and

offer to help.

These activities are recorded and submitted each January so that we can record your activities. This information is complled and

put into our annual report for our September convention.

Thank you for all you do for the synod and your local community .

Ardys Horner and Julie Jones
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In Kind Physical Offering Tally

Northwestern Minnesota Synod

Please use this sheet to keep track of different projects that your Congregational Unit has accomplished between January 1 and
December 31, each year. The synodical Women’s Organization would like to tally our synods accomplishments throughout this
year. This information should be returned as soon as possible.

Thanks to your unit for being servants of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

Each unit supports/sends items to a variety of ministries. This may only be a partial list.
Feel free to include others not on the list.

Congregation Name Conference#

Church Address

Quilts:
(Sent to Lutheran World Relief)

Sewing Kits
(Sent to Lutheran World Relief)

Personal Care Kits:
(Sent to Lutheran World Relief)

Baby Care Kits:
(Sent to Lutheran World Relief)

Baby Care Kits:
(Sent to Lutheran World Relief)

School Kits:
(Sent to Lutheran World Relief)

Newborn Kits:
(Sent to Global Health Ministries)

AIDS/Hospice Kits:
(Sent to Global Health Ministries)

Prayer Shawils:
(Used by each church for their won Ministry)

Other Projects:

Mail to: Ardys Horner

14144 East Fox Lake Road

Detroit Lakes, MN 56501
218-847-1483(H) 218-850-2912 (Cell)



. SNOW Newsletter

Accepting Nominations for
Mary Magdalene Award

We are now accepting nominations for
the Mary Magdalene Award. We will
be honoring Women from our confer-
ences at our annual convention.
These special and treasured women
will be given a rose, a certificate and a
monetary donation to a charity of their
choice that is associated with the
Women of the ELCA.

The nomination form can be found on
the Synod website:
www.nwmnsynod.org. Click on Synod
Organizations. The Synod Women'’s
Organization should come up and
there is a spot entitled “Forms.” If you
are experiencing any issues, please
contact: Amber Krafnick, 313 N Cascade
Fergus Falls MN 56537

218-731-7930, email akrafnick3@agmail.com

DECORATE YOUR
THANKOFFERING
CONTAINER

\WomeériELCA =2

SWO High School Scholarships Available

If you, or anyone you know is a high school senior graduating this spring, and is planning to attend
an ELCA College, they may be eligible for a scholarship through the SWO W/ELCA. A letter detailing
the qualifications, plus a form to fill out can be found at online at: nwmnsynod.org/assets/High-

School-Scholarship-Letter-and-Application.pdf

The four criteria for eligibility are:

1. Be a graduating High School Senior with a “C” average or above.

. Be a member of an ELCA Church.

2
3. Be a resident of the Northwestern Minnesota Synod of the ELCA.
4

. Be attending an ELCA College.

If you have questions, or want to submit a completed form, contact

Marilyn Grandstrand

PO Box 412

Karlstad MN 56732
763-258-9217

mgrand 1000@ymail.com
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Mary Magdalene Award

John tells us that after the RESURRECTION, JESUS appeared first to Mary Magdalene and instructed her to ‘GO TO
MY BROTHERS AND TELL THEM: (John 20:17). In response, Mary Magdalene went to the Disciples with the news:
| HAVE SEEN THE LORD! And she told them that He had said these things to her: (John 20:18)

At our annual convention we will honor a woman from each of our conferences with our Mary Magdalene Award.
These special and treasured women will be given a rose, a certificate and a monetary donation to a charity associat-
ed with the Women of the ELCA.

Do you know a woman who has been faithful to Jesus’ command to “GO and TELL"?

Please nominate her for this award.

Name

Address

Phone

Congregation Conference

Please indicate charity preference below:

Bible Women of India ____ Lutheran Campus Ministries
____ Katie’s Fund __ Pathways
____ Lutheran World Relief __Solar Project Current for Curran

On a separate sheet to paper write a brief paragraph that tells us how your nominee demonsrates the
Command “Go and Tell”. Also SUBMIT A BRIEF BIO OF THE NOMINEE.

Be sure to encourage this person to attend the fall convention. Have your unit help pay her registration!

Your Name Phone Number
(Person submitting form: please fill this part out so Bonnie can let you know if she received the award)

Email

Send by July 1, 2022 to:

Amber Krafnick

313 N Cascade

Fergus Falls MN 56537
218-731-7930
akrafnick3@gmail.com
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NW MN SWO Annual Convention September 16-17, 2022

Bethlehem Lutheran
102 W Junius Ave
Fergus Falls, MN




