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Every year, artists in Costa Mesa and across 
Southern California look forward to the arrival of 
ARTVenture, an annual juried art exhibition. Last 
year, art enthusiasts may recall that the ARTVenture 

exhibition, along with the community arts family fun day, was 
held at the splendid venue of the Segerstrom Performing Arts 
Center and Plaza.

This year, the event boasted a much larger space at the 
Norma Hertzog Community Center, located at 1945 Park 
Avenue. Unlike previous years, the art remained on display 

for an entire week instead of 
just two days, allowing for 
extended enjoyment. The city 
also organized shuttles to ferry 
attendees from the community 
center to the awards ceremony 
held in the evening at the 
esteemed Orange County 
Museum of Art.

My personal highlights from 
this marvelous community arts 
event and its family-friendly 
programming included the 
enchanting puppet show by 
the Bob Baker Marionette 
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Theatre. If you’ve never had the pleasure 
of witnessing this famous puppet show, I 
highly recommend adding it to your list 
of fun family outings. The Bob Baker 
Marionettes are about to celebrate their 
60th birthday and continue to captivate 
audiences with shows throughout South-
ern California.

Other delightful experiences included 
the mesmerizing Day of the Dead Sand 
Painting at OCMA’s booth, live painting demonstra-
tions from Costa Mesa High School students, the 
creative expression of Art Therapy Orange County, the 
innovative works of Inspired Art Wine, and the colorful 
sidewalk chalk artistry on display.

We’ve prepared a captivating photo col-
lage that captures the essence of the commu-
nity arts celebration, the impressive artworks 
on display, and the grand awards ceremony 
held at OCMA.

The Orange County Museum of Art (OCMA) is located at 3333 Avenue of the Arts,  
Costa Mesa, CA 92626.  Phone: (714) 780-2130.

LAST MINUTE GIFT IDEAS from Local Businesses
BY SON VU

Need a last-minute holiday gift? We believe in supporting our local 
small businesses, so here are six great ideas which are sure to please 
from some of our wonderful sponsors and other favorite local 

businesses:
1 Subscription to a Quarterly Connoisseur’s Spirits Club ($110-130)  
or Monthly Wine Club ($50-$75) or Monthly Cocktail Club ($125) at 
Mixing Glass & Market. Order online at mixingglassandmarket.com or call 
714-975-9952. Visit the shop at 1500 Adams Ave, #104A, Costa Mesa.
2 Subscription to delicious pre-prepared meal kits delivered to your door 
from California Grill Meals. Order online at cgmeals.com.
3 Hand craft a custom jewelry piece at MadeWithLoveByJAX in The 
CAMP. Email madewithlovebyjax@gmail.com or check madewithlovebyjax.com 
for availability. Visit the studio at 2937 Bristol St, Kiosk 2, Costa Mesa.
4 Order a rare bottle of wine, spirits, or craft beer to be delivered right to 
their door, from The Booze Outlet. Order online at theboozeoutlet.com/
collections/rare.
5 “Founding Member” Membership Package with discounted rates, 
premier equipment package, and a personal training session at brand new 
9Round Fitness in Eastside Costa Mesa. Call 949-287-6072 or visit the studio 
at 230 E. 17th St, Costa Mesa.
6 A gift card for a delicious meal at a favorite local restaurant:
• Newport Rib Company, ribcompany.com, 2196 Harbor Blvd, Costa Mesa
• Descanso Restaurant, descansorestaurant.com,  
  1555 Adams Ave #103, Costa Mesa
• Durty Nelly’s, linktree.com/durtynellys_oc,  
  2915 Redhill Ave, Suite G-101, Costa Mesa
• Simply Fish, simplyfishseafood.com, 1534 Adams Ave, Ste. D, Costa Mesa
Happy shopping and let them know Eastside Living sent you!
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