Hi, I’m Ron Clarke and I’m running for the Chickaloon Community Council. I hope
you’ll honor me with your vote.
We are lucky people. My wife Kristine Kennedy and I moved to a little house on Fish
Lake a couple of years ago. We love it here. We like living in a place where people
wave back as you pass on the road. We’ve jumped in to help with community
projects, such as the annual spring litter cleanup and the new Chickaloon
Community Volunteer Fire Department. I’m a big believer in fulfilling my civic duty.
Our little community of Chickaloon has racked up accomplishments far in excess of
expectations for such a small group. The team has done things together no one of us
could do alone. I like playing on a team and want to perpetuate that record and
work to make our community a better place to live.
My neighbors tell me they don’t want much: “Plow the roads and leave me alone.”
Man, I am all over that. I deeply respect your right to not be pestered.
Since I’m happy to mind my own business, I realize you may not know me. Here’s a
quick introduction.
I’m a wildlife biologist (M.S., UAF; B.S. Montana State University) and have worked
with everything from songbirds to bowhead whales. But, like any typical Alaskan,
I’ve done a lot of different jobs in my life.
After serving four governors, three legislators, and the Alaska Departments of Fish &
Game and Military & Veterans’ Affairs, I retired from the state of Alaska. Work
ranged from predictable, even mundane, everyday tasks, to wildly challenging
situations. Ask me about the Exxon Valdez oil spill or the Prince Rupert ferry
blockade. I was instrumental in passing the Alaska Code of Military Justice, a major
step in addressing the shocking scandals that rocked the National Guard.
Bottom line: I know how to make a bureaucracy work, and can work outside
the usual channels when needed. This is important as competition stiffens for
dwindling Community Assistance/Revenue Sharing funds.

I was the Marine Conservation Alliance’s ($600K annual budget, $1+ million in
reserve) first Executive Director, formed the MCA Foundation, and secured its first
grant ($1.1 million) for marine debris cleanup. Since 2012, I’ve served on the Blood
Bank of Alaska ($11 million annual operating budget) board; we raised funds to
build a new $50 million facility to accommodate statewide blood and blood product
needs for the next 60 years.
Bottom line: I know how to manage an organization’s resources, and I know
how to raise money.
On the personal front, I like to fish and hunt. Kristine and I raise and train bird and
skijoring (!) and service dogs. I enjoy photography and have been a falconer for
more than forty years. I was president of the Juneau Glacier Valley Rotary club. I’m
an Eagle Scout.
I know any single person driving home from a Council meeting who encountered
another broken down on the road, would stop to help – even if they had just gone at
one another hammer-and-tongs over a contentious issue.
Bottom line: we are all neighbors and we can work together. Success depends
on our ability to be open, transparent, accountable, accessible, fair, inclusive,
consistent, creative, and cooperative. Our community deserves no less.
If elected, I would serve no more than two consecutive terms. I encourage all
candidates to make the same commitment.
Feel free to call, text, or e-mail me with your questions or ideas. I’m at
<ronclarke56@gmail.com> and (907) 723-6840.
I would be honored to receive your vote.

Ron Clarke
P.S.: Voting is supposed to take place at the next Council meeting, but with the
November meeting canceled due to COVID-19, the precise voting mechanism
remains uncertain. You may request an absentee ballot by writing to:
Chickaloon Community Council, P.O. Box 1145, Chickaloon, AK 99674
Do it soon! Or, call a member of the Election Committee: Petesy Lust – 354-4456;
Pat Owens – 355-7714; or Cory Stock – 354-1800 or 746-0280.
Mail your absentee ballot to arrive by 5:45 PM Wednesday, December 9, 2020. If
you’ve already sent your ballot and want to change your vote, you may retrieve it
and vote in person at the general election Council meeting December 9.

