
Order of Worship for January 18, 2026 

Second Sunday after the Epiphany 

First Reformed Church Hastings on Hudson 

 

 

“Calling of Saints Peter and Andrew” by Caravaggio | from Art in the Christian Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt Divinity Library 

 

Statement of Welcome and Inclusion 

First Reformed Church of Hastings-on-Hudson is a church for all people, each of us being 

unique and created in the image of God.  

We believe God’s unconditional love and grace, as revealed through Jesus Christ, does not 

distinguish among God’s people based on race, ethnicity, sex, gender identity or expression, 

sexual orientation, marital status, age, ability, or disability.  

All are children of God, and all are welcome with joy in our Sanctuary. We strive to provide an 

environment of mutual respect, hospitality and warmth.  



We Approach God 

Sharing of Joys & Concerns 

Votum, Sentences, and Salutation 

Prelude: “Lamb of God, Pure and Holy”       Trish Waters, pianist 

(written in 1485)  by Decius; setting by Kosche 

Call to Worship               written by Thom Shuman       

One: In the times of trouble, when all seemed hopeless, I cried out to God. 

All: And the Lord heard my pleas and answered me. 

One: When I felt lost and alone, I looked for God. 

All: And God found me and brought me home. 

One: When my life was filled with joy and blessing, I danced and praised God. 

All: And God danced and rejoiced with me. Thanks be to God. Amen. 

*Gathering Hymn: “Like the Murmur of the Dove’s Song” (#314) 

Invitation to Confession 

Prayer of Confession                   by Rev. Nancy Townley 

Mothering God, we have chased after foolish things, and spent our strength on 

vanity; our labor has been in vain. Deliver us from arrogance and forgive our self-

concern, that we may find our reward with you, as servants of your dream. Through 

Jesus Christ we pray. Amen. 

Silent Prayer 

Kyrie (#572): 

         Lord have mercy upon us. 

         Christ have mercy upon us. 

         Lord have mercy upon us. 

Words of Assurance  

Summary of the Law of Love 

*Gloria Patri (#579):  

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  

Amen, amen. 

We Hear God’s Word 

Prayer for Illumination  

Scripture Lessons 

 Isaiah 49:1-7 

 John 1:29-42 

Children’s Message 

Sermon: “A Man of Many Names”  

  



We Respond to God’s Word 

*Hymn of Response: “My Faith Looks Up to Thee” (#383) 

Affirmation of Faith (unison)       based on the writings of Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 

We believe that injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere. 

Whatever affects one directly, affects all indirectly. 

We believe that we need to discover a way to live together in peace, 

a way which rejects revenge, aggression and retaliation. 

The foundation of this way is love. 

We believe that the love that led Christ to a cross is not soft, anemic, and 

sentimental. Such love confronts evil without flinching. Such love overcomes the 

world even from a rough hewn cross against the skyline.  

We believe that all of the graves in the world could never bury the goodness of God. 

We believe that unarmed truth and unconditional love will have the final word in 

reality. 

Amen. 

 

Passing of the Peace 

Invitation to the Offering  

Offerings may be made virtually in three ways: 

• Electronic transfer using Zelle to frc1850@aol.com 

• Online giving at https://tithe.ly/give?c=1289239 

• Checks made out to First Reformed Church may be mailed to 18 Farragut Ave., 

Hastings on Hudson, NY 10706 

Offertory: “Aria” by Johann Kuhnau        Trish Waters, pianist 

*Doxology (#592):  

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

 Praise God, all creatures here below; 

 Praise God above, ye heavenly host; 

 Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

*Prayer of Dedication (unison): 

Great, saving God, you have gathered us into one baptism, regardless of our 

backgrounds and conditions. Therefore we praise you with our tithes and offerings. 

May they join with others to become a mighty river, bringing your peace and 

healing to the world. Amen. 

  

mailto:frc1850@aol.com
https://tithe.ly/give?c=1289239


Prayers of Intercession & The Lord’s Prayer ⸙ 

 Prayer response after each petition: 

 One: Oh God of love and mercy, 

All: Hear our prayer.  

 

Our time of prayer concludes with the Lord’s Prayer: 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our debts, 

as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever. Amen. 

*Closing Hymn: “How Clear Is Our Vocation, Lord” (#419) 

*Blessing and Benediction ⸙ 

*Musical Benediction: “The Lord Bless You and Keep You” by Peter Lutkin (insert) 

 

 

Those attending in person are invited to coffee hour in the Fraser Room after worship for a time 

of fellowship and refreshments.  

 

 

*Congregants in the sanctuary are invited to rise 

Bold text is read in unison  



Announcements 

Thanks to all who are assisting with the service today! Our musician today is Trish Waters. Our 

lector/liturgist is Ned Towle. Jiney Asthappan will teach Sunday School. 

The next Consistory meeting will take place today Sunday, February 8th, at 12pm via Zoom. 

For more information about First Reformed Church, scan this QR code to go to www.frchoh.org  

 

 
 

Clergy: The Rev. Emily M. Brown First Reformed Church 

Staff: Trish Waters, Office Administrator & Music Director 

Hanna Skaskiv, Sexton 
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