
Order of Worship for March 8, 2026 

Third Sunday in Lent | Girl Scout Sunday 

First Reformed Church Hastings on Hudson 

 

 

“Scarce Abundance” by Hannah Garrity | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org 

Statement of Welcome and Inclusion 

First Reformed Church of Hastings-on-Hudson is a church for all people, each of us being 

unique and created in the image of God.  

We believe God’s unconditional love and grace, as revealed through Jesus Christ, does not 

distinguish among God’s people based on race, ethnicity, sex, gender identity or expression, 

sexual orientation, marital status, age, ability, or disability.  

All are children of God, and all are welcome with joy in our Sanctuary. We strive to provide an 

environment of mutual respect, hospitality and warmth.  



We Approach God 

Sharing of Joys & Concerns 

Votum, Sentences, and Salutation 

Prelude: “Sweet Hour of Prayer” by Walford/Bradbury        Michael Willson, guitarist 

Call to Worship (responsive) ⸙ 

One: If you need good news, 

All:  settle into this space. We have good news to share. 

One: If you need a word of hope, 

All:  then trust us when we say, there is hope enough to go around. 

One: If you need a glimmer of joy, 

All:  Then you’re in luck! We have resilient joy abounding. 

One: If you need to feel God’s presence in your midst, 

All:  Then know that this is God’s house. 

One: This is the good news of the gospel. 

All:  God is here. Love is real. Joy is on the move. Let us worship our with-us 

God! 

*Gathering Hymn: “We Thank You God for Values” (insert) 

Recognition of Scouts 

Invitation to Confession ⸙ 

Prayer of Confession (unison) ⸙ 

Holy God, with you the impossible is possible. We hear that with you, 5,000 can be 

fed. The blind can see. The hopeless can find hope. With you the impossible is 

possible, but we are quick to forget that. We look at our hurting world and tell 

ourselves that nothing can be done. We forget that you empowered the disciples to 

feed the crowd. We forget that you are always with us. Forgive our small-minded 

ways. Forgive us for doubting that change could ever come. But even more so, 

forgive us when we refuse to be a part of it. Inspire us to be part of your work for a 

better world, so that what we thought was impossible can be possible. With hope for 

a better tomorrow we pray, amen. 

Silent Prayer 

Kyrie (#572): 

         Lord have mercy upon us. 

         Christ have mercy upon us. 

         Lord have mercy upon us. 

Words of Assurance ⸙ 

Summary of the Law of Love 

*Gloria Patri (#579):  

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  

Amen, amen. 



We Hear God’s Word 

Prayer for Illumination ⸙ 

Scripture Lessons 

 Mark 6:32-44 

 Ephesians 3:20-21 

Children’s Message 

Sermon: “Making the Impossible Possible”  

We Respond to God’s Word 

*Hymn of Response: “Called as Partners in Christ’s Service” (#343) ⸙ 

Affirmation of Faith ⸙ 

I believe in the good news of Jesus Christ. 

It sounds like welcome 

and feels like home. 

It sounds like laughter 

and feels like mercy. 

It sounds like love 

and feels like a seat at the table, 

so I believe in the good news of Jesus Christ. 

I have seen it alive in the world. 

And even when my heart aches, 

even when wars rage, 

even when mercy feels out of reach, 

I remember the one who 

welcomed the children 

and led with nonviolence. 

I remember the one who 

cared for the vulnerable 

and inspired those around him. 

I remember that the good news really is good news, 

for I have seen it alive in the world. 

Thanks be to God! Amen. 

Passing of the Peace 

Invitation to the Offering  

Offerings may be made virtually in three ways: 

• Electronic transfer using Zelle to frc1850@aol.com 

• Online giving at https://tithe.ly/give?c=1289239 

• Checks made out to First Reformed Church may be mailed to 18 Farragut Ave., 

Hastings on Hudson, NY 10706 

Offertory: “My Soul Cries Out with a Joyful Shout”           FRC Choir 

  

mailto:frc1850@aol.com
https://tithe.ly/give?c=1289239


*Doxology (#592):  

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

 Praise God, all creatures here below; 

 Praise God above, ye heavenly host; 

 Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

*Prayer of Dedication (unison) 

O Lord, you are our God; we are the people of your pasture, the sheep of your hand. 

As you have provided so generously for us, may we be guided to do your will, 

sharing what we have so that all of humanity may flourish; through Jesus Christ 

our Lord. Amen. 

Prayers of Intercession & The Lord’s Prayer ⸙ 

 Prayer response after each petition: 

 One: Oh God of love and mercy, 

All: Hear our prayer.  

 

Our time of prayer concludes with the Lord’s Prayer: 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our debts, 

as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever. Amen. 

*Closing Hymn: “We’ll Build a World” (insert) 

*Blessing and Benediction ⸙ 

*Musical Benediction: “The Lord Bless You and Keep You” by Peter Lutkin (insert) 

 

Those attending in person are invited to coffee hour in the Fraser Room after worship for a time 

of fellowship and refreshments.  

 

Liturgy marked with the ⸙ symbol created by A Sanctified Art 

*Congregants in the sanctuary are invited to rise 

Bold text is read in unison 

  



Announcements 

Thanks to all who are assisting with the service today! Our lector/liturgist is Bettina Speyer. 

Today’s musicians are Michael Willson, Beth Rudd, and the FRC Choir.  

Today is Girl Scout Sunday. We’d like to extend a warm welcome to all Girl Scouts, parents, 

and Girl Scout Leaders! First Reformed Church is home to many scouting activities, including 

Girl Scout Junior Troop 01707, as well as Boy Scout Troop 2 and Cub Scout Pack 1. 

The next Consistory meeting will take place today, Sunday, March 8th, at 12pm via Zoom. 

Guest Preacher & “Second Hour” Next Week: As our congregation considers becoming 

“dually affiliated,” continuing to be part of the RCA (Reformed Church in America) 

denomination and additionally becoming part of the UCC (United Church of Christ) 

denomination, we look forward to welcoming Rev. Ann Kansfield to FRC next Sunday! Rev. 

Kansfield was raised in the RCA, ordained in the UCC, and serves an RCA/UCC Church, 

Greenpoint Reformed in Brooklyn, NY. Rev. Kansfield is the author of Be the Brave One: Living 

Your Spiritual Values Out Loud and Other Life Lessons. The first female and first openly gay 

FDNY chaplain, in 2015 she was voted the inaugural New York Times New Yorker of the year. 

Rev. Kansfield will preach, and will take part in a conversation following the service about her 

experience with the UCC and the RCA. 

Lenten Suppers with Greenville Community Church – Wednesdays at 6:30pm: During 

Lent, we will be partnering with our neighbors at Greenville Community Church for a series of 

simple Lenten potluck suppers. Each will include a meal with time for fellowship, a spiritual 

program based on Amy-Jill Levine’s Witness at the Cross, and a simple service of Communion. 

We will alternate between meeting at Greenville Community Church and meeting at First 

Reformed Church as follows: 

March 11: FRC 

March 18: Greenville 

March 25: FRC 

We hope we’ll see you with a dish to share this Wednesday at 6:30 in the Fraser Room! 

For more information about First Reformed Church, scan this QR code to go to www.frchoh.org  

 
 

Clergy: The Rev. Emily M. Brown First Reformed Church 

Staff: Trish Waters, Office Administrator & Music Director 

Hanna Skaskiv, Sexton 
  

http://www.frchoh.org/


 



 



 

 



  

 


