
Order of Worship for September 14, 2025 

Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

First Reformed Church Hastings on Hudson 

 
“Lost Coin” by Domenico Fetti  

from Art in the Christian Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt Divinity Library, Nashville, TN 

Statement of Welcome and Inclusion 

First Reformed Church of Hastings-on-Hudson is a church for all people, each of us being 

unique and created in the image of God.  

We believe God’s unconditional love and grace, as revealed through Jesus Christ, does not 

distinguish among God’s people based on race, ethnicity, sex, gender identity or expression, 

sexual orientation, marital status, age, ability, or disability.  

All are children of God, and all are welcome with joy in our Sanctuary. We strive to provide an 

environment of mutual respect, hospitality and warmth.  



We Approach God 

Sharing of Joys & Concerns 

Votum, Sentences, and Salutation 

Prelude: “Prelude in C Major” by J.S. Bach       Trish Waters, pianist 

Call to Worship           from Feasting on the Word Worship Companion 

One: Rejoice with me, people of God. 

All: God has gathered us in from the wilderness. 

One: Rejoice with me, people of God. 

All: God has swept away the darkness of the night. 

One: Rejoice with me, people of God. 

All: Today, there is joy in the presence of the angels. 

*Gathering Hymn: “Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart” (#145) 

Invitation to Confession 

Prayer of Confession (unison):            written by Alex Cornwell 

Lord, your love for is unfailing because you are all compassion.  You know my 

transgressions and yet you still call me your child.  Cleanse me and do not hide your 

face from me.  I want to feel the joy and gladness that only you can bring.  You are 

my rock and redeemer.  

Silent Prayer 

Kyrie (#572): 

         Lord have mercy upon us. 

         Christ have mercy upon us. 

         Lord have mercy upon us. 

Words of Assurance  

Summary of the Law of Love 

*Gloria Patri (#579):  

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  

Amen, amen. 

We Hear God’s Word 

Prayer for Illumination 

Scripture Lessons 

 Psalm 51:1-10 

 Luke 15:1-10 

Children’s Message 

Sermon: “Jigsaw” 

 

  



We Respond to God’s Word 

*Hymn of Response: “My Shepherd Will Supply My Need” (#172) 

Affirmation of Faith: The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

creator of heaven and earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit  

born of the Virgin Mary,  

suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

was crucified, died, and was buried;  

he descended to the dead.  

On the third day he rose again;  

he ascended into heaven,  

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the holy catholic Church,  

the communion of saints,  

the forgiveness of sins,  

the resurrection of the body,  

and the life everlasting.  

Amen. 

Passing of the Peace 

Invitation to the Offering  

Offerings may be made virtually in three ways: 

• Electronic transfer using Zelle to frc1850@aol.com 

• Online giving at https://tithe.ly/give?c=1289239 

• Checks made out to First Reformed Church may be mailed to 18 Farragut Ave., 

Hastings on Hudson, NY 10706 

Offertory: “The Little Shepherd” by Claude Debussy      Trish Waters, pianist 

*Doxology (#592):  

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

 Praise God, all creatures here below; 

 Praise God above, ye heavenly host; 

 Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

*Prayer of Dedication (unison)         from Feasting on the Word Worship Companion 

We rejoice and give you thanks, O God, for the lost have been found, sinners have 

received mercy, and the dead have been restored to life. Send us out in your service 

to tend your sheep and show the riches of your grace; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. Amen. 

  

mailto:frc1850@aol.com
https://tithe.ly/give?c=1289239


Prayers of Intercession & The Lord’s Prayer  

 Prayer response after each petition: 

 One: Oh God of love and mercy, 

All: Hear our prayer.  

 

Our time of prayer concludes with the Lord’s Prayer: 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our debts, 

as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever. Amen. 

*Closing Hymn: “Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound” (#280) 

*Blessing and Benediction 

*Musical Benediction: “The Lord Bless You and Keep You” by Peter Lutkin (insert) 

Those attending in person are invited to coffee hour in the Fraser Room after worship for a time 

of fellowship and refreshments.  

 

 

*Congregants in the sanctuary are invited to rise 

Bold text is read in unison  



Announcements 

Thanks to all who are assisting with the service today! Our musician today is Trish Waters. Our 

lector/liturgist is Jiney Asthappan. Prema Samuel will teach Sunday school. Coffee hour treats 

are baked by Abel Brown. 

The next Consistory meeting will take place on Wednesday, September 17 at 6pm via Zoom. 

Share Your Creativity! We would love to feature congregants’ art and writing in upcoming 

services. Anyone who enjoys engaging creatively with scripture is invited to create art for the 

bulletin cover, write a call to worship, or develop the scripture readings into either a script for a 

Children’s Message skit or a “reader’s theatre” script we can use instead of a traditional reading. 

Any materials should be based on the readings for that week and sent to Pastor Emily 

(revemilybrown@gmail.com) no later than the Tuesday prior to their intended use. The 

upcoming readings are as follows: 

 Sunday September 21: Luke 16:1-13 – the parable of the unjust steward 

 Sunday September 28: 1 Timothy 6:6-19 – advice for faithful living 

 Sunday October 5:   Lamentations 3:19-26 – God’s mercies never end 

  (art & writing for 10/5 could also focus on the Blessing of the Animals) 

Blessing of the Animals – Sunday October 5: Traditionally, October 4 is the feast of St. 

Francis of Assisi, who is remembered for his special connection with nature and animals, among 

other things. On Sunday, October 5, all are invited to bring pets for a special Blessing of the 

Animals service. Animal companions (on leash or in a carrier) may attend the 10am service. If 

you have a pet who wouldn’t do well in church, you can bring their picture. Stuffed animals are 

also welcome! 

Faith & Blue – Friday, October 10 6-8pm: The Hastings Police Department will host an open 

house on Friday, October 10, 2025 as an outreach to the local faith community. 

Save the Date – 175th Anniversary Concert on November 14th: A concert to celebrate First 

Reformed Church’s 175th Anniversary will take place on Friday, November 14. Musicians who 

have been part of the FRC community over the years will participate. More information will be 

shared in coming weeks. 

For more information about First Reformed Church, scan this QR code to go to www.frchoh.org  

 

 

http://www.frchoh.org/


  

 



 



 



  

 


