
SCPOA Airstrip Committee Meeting Minutes 

October 1, 2018 

 

Chairman Gordon Smith convened the meeting at 9:00 a.m. in the fire station kitchen. Present at the 

meeting were Debbie Harris, Barbara Mikel, Dan Van Dusen, Robert Kirkpatrick, Jerry Pullin, and Connell 

Persico. 

As the X’s will be needed to close the airstrip for spraying on October 22, 2018, the committee discussed 

how to access them. They are currently in Kim Purcell’s hangar and the MFPD Support Group has 

decided they will keep them and store them in their shed at the Fire Station. This seemed to not be 

problematic as long as SCPOA maintenance staff had direct and immediate access should they be 

needed. It was unclear as to the timing for moving them from their current location to the shed, but the 

Committee was assured there would be no problem having them available by the 22nd. A suggestion that 

SCPOA purchase its own set was rejected as unnecessary. 

The committee voted 3-0-1 to approve airstrip edge spraying to be done on October 22, 2018. 

The committee agreed three pilots would be listed as contacts for airport information and their contact 

information would also be provided to the Management trust. They are Dan Van Dusen, Tim Kurreck 

and Gene Bowen. 

Barb Mikel agreed to do a draft “clean up” of the current airport rules (even changing rules to read 

information). A question arose as to whether such a change would require following the rules change 

procedure. The committee agreed to seek guidance from our TMT manager and to look at how the rules 

have previously been changed. The committee felt it could have the revised information to the Board for 

its October 18 meeting. 

The committee requested that maintenance staff be assigned responsibility for ridding the airport edges 

of existing dysfunctional wires and metal box pieces. As their supervisor, Jerry Pullin assured the 

committee he would get it on their work plans. As the airstrip will be closed on October 22 for part of 

the day the committee suggested that might be the optimal time to complete the task. 

The committee discussed the possibility of noise generating equipment to deter deer and other wildlife 

from being on the runway. There was no conclusion. Rob Kirkpatrick spoke about his complaint 

regarding an airport adjacent property owner who he believes feeds the deer and helps to create the 

undesirable conditions. Connell Persico reported that in his discussion with a Caltrans Safety Officer, he 

was informed the property owner was in violation of federal statutes and that the proper venue for 

presenting the evidence would be the FAA. 

Connell Persico brought up the concerns he had received about an observed helicopter incident on an 

airport adjacent property. He informed the committee he had discussed the incident with a safety 

Officer at Caltrans, who would be prepared to investigate the situation. He was clear he would also 

complete an airport inspection while in our area. The committee discussed their knowledge of existing 

obstructions on the airstrip and reached consensus that it was reasonable to have an airstrip inspection 

as the last one (some members believed) was 2004. Chairman Smith expressed a need that SCPOA 



members with homes adjacent to the airstrip be provided with written notice that the inspection will be 

occurring (see attached draft notice). 

Persico also mentioned receiving advice that the SCPOA Board might want to consider creating Through 

the Fence Agreements with property owners whose homes have direct access to the airstrip. The FAA 

policy defines access as “An access point for taxiing aircraft across the airport boundary.”  And covers 

the “right of the owner of a particular off-airport residential property to use an aircraft access point to 

taxi an aircraft between the airport and that property.” Barb Mikel believed the agreements did not 

involve the direct access properties and there was not a lot of interest in pursuing the matter further. 

But the committee was interested in clarification of the property focus of the policy. 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.  

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Connell Persico 

 

Draft Letter to Residents 

 

Dear xxxxxxxx, 

As an Association member whose home has direct access to the airstrip, we wanted you to know 

Caltrans will be conducting an inspection of the airstrip to identify any safety concerns that may require 

remediation. That inspection will be (depends on whether we have an exact date, a rough time frame) 

and will basically consist of an inspector looking around and taking measurements. Once the inspection 

is completed we will receive a report and move forward with its recommendations and requirements.  

So, expect a stranger looking around and we will let you know what we receive in the report.  

 

Minutes prepared, and submitted by Connell, SCPOA President, October 9, 2018.  Minutes are 

considered unofficial until approved and signed by the Association’s Secretary. 

 

Paul Beacham                                                                          October 17, 2018 

SCPOA Secretary                                                                      Date 

 

Signed copy given to TMT, 10-18-18 


