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President s VMote

)

All of us have this dream. Dream to rush back to our soil where our roots belong, specially during such festive seasons.
Dream to celebrate Durga Puja with our close ones, in our very own special way.

For the last thirteen years, Bengali Association of Greater Birmingham, BAGB has been celebrating Durga Puja in Bir-
mingham, Alabama. This is a humble attempt to give shape to this dream of hundreds of Bengalis in and around Bir-

mingham.

With folded hands, | bestow my respect to the creators of our association because without them this association would

not have existed, and our current team would not have had the opportunity to serve the community.

To end my note, | want to convey my sincere thanks to the hardworking team that has been working selflessly, behind
the scene to give the community people, a flavor of Durga Puja celebration and much more.

With warm regards
Shreyashi Ghosh
2023 BAGB President
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Fhe @t Corner

Cosmic Shiva By Vedika Sharma
Grade 7, Bumpus Middle School

By Velvet Majumdar (Age 13y)
Grade 7, East Samford School, Auburn AL

Chokkhu Daan By Koushani Sarkar
(Niece of Abhishek Guha)
Class VIII, Age 13y

A Lion By Priyesh Sengupta

Grade 4, Oak Mountain Intermediate School

Hobbies: Swimming, Exploring new places,
Taekwondo
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Fhe @ut Corner

By Aparajita Kundu
Kindergarden, Age 5y

Glen Iris Elementary School

By Amaira Banerjee

Kindergarden, Age 5y

By Torsha

Vestavia Hills Elementary Liberty Park

By Teesta
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Fhe @ut Corner

By Sauraseni Roy
(Niece of Piyali Das),
Class UKG, Age 5y

By Areen Mukherjee
Grade 7, Age 12y
Oak Mountain Middle School

MWonuing Time

Tia Banerjee

When you wake up,
A certain time,
A bird peeps soon

very fine

A little hot,
A little cold,
If it is very windy,

Please grab hold.

If you can hear,

the bird that peeps,

You are in

for a treat.

Monsoon Drawing By Tia Banerjee,

Grade 3, Oak Mountain Elementary
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Fhe @ut Corner

By Adrish Ghosh (Mimo), Age 2y

By Arna Mukherjee (3y) and
By Shivangshu Haldar Banerjee, Age 4y Anwesha Roy

Pre-Kindergarten, Primrose School of Meadowbrook UAB Child Development Center

By Omkar Shil,
Grade 7
Ladue Middle School,
St. Louis MO

By Aryahi Shil,
Grade 2, Spoede Elementary, St. Louis, MO
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Illustration

By Shankar Pal
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|| Yes & No, Traffic & King ||

Aarvi Shah

10th Grade, Indian Springs School

Yes, She was born in the country with three letters
Distinct and distinguished, the country of privilege
The country of tolerance and abundance

No, She was born in that country- not the other one
In that side of the jumbled up world
Who cares, right? That population is so much in abundance

Yes, She was the princess of the house
Bassinets and blankets, bottles and burps
Crib and cuddles and warm fuzzy hugs

No, The world is not safe for small girls, the mom said
You have to grow up and start helping in home
No one should touch you and definitely no hugs

Yes, you can skip eating the beans today
Mom said, knowing full well that organic smoothie
In the morning - was full of kale

No, we can’t have both rice and bread
Its one or the other - with some beans in watery sauce
we can't afford any veggies- especially, the green kale

Yes, you can choose both Tennis and Swim
Dancing is must if you don’t want Debate
That college application will start filling itself

No, school is not an option now that you are ten - nor is staying home
Shoe factory starts early morning and cooking in the evening
Dinner is definitely not going to cook itself

‘Yes Mom!’ She screamed - ‘| already know’
These bees and birds crap that you talk about
TikTok taught me a long time ago

‘No mom’ she sighed ‘No body touched me again’
| know | have to be careful out there- she mumbled
She knew she lost it a long time ago

Yes, the sweet sixteen will be amazing
Limo and apple cider in champagne glasses
With all my close friends - She was on cloud nine

No, She is still not home- the dad worried
Did she walk home alone today? - mom screamed
Call her work and find out- its already nine

Yes - the car is yours as long as you are careful
Just give her your SUV because sedan is not safe
| don’t want you to text while driving because of the traffic

No, its not by road - its the container in the Ship

| know a little english - she told other girls cooped with her
That poster says ‘Report’ - but don’t know why there is king after traffic

5orei (SRIJANI) 17

lllustration By Sarbodeep Paul

lllustration By Soupayan Chatterjee

(Brother of Avraneel Paul)
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Yes & No & No & Yes
They say that butterfly flaps its wings
And hurricane brews in the far away ocean

Yes, that beautiful girl had butterfly theme for the party

No, the hurricane didn’t swallow that ship

How she wished that theory turned true

As she knew very well what was waiting for her at the shore
The word king after traffic

The word king after traffic

kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkkkkk

By Rohit Mukherjee

Art Works By Niharika Pal
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BAGB EVENTS
2022-2023

BAGAB Durga Puja
2022
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BAGB EVENTS
2022-2023

BAGB Saraswati Puja
2023
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BAGB EVENTS
2022-2023

Outdoor Picnic on Pohela Boishakh at Oak Mountain Park
Friday Flicks Movie Night at Railroad park
2023
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|| CATHRTCAT ABTHO ||
SATSTS AT

lllustration By Arnab Mukherjee
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A Short Recollection of My Life and Learning in Santiniketan
Dr. Sugata Sen

Rabindranath Tagore, the most revered person in my life, founded a school in 1901, 100 miles away from the city of
Kolkata. He named the place Santiniketan, which means ‘An abode of peace’. This school was started with the idea of
ancient Indian ‘Tapovanas’, totally different from the then prevailing British Raj school system. Classes were held under
the trees, teacher and students sitting on the ground. No school uniforms, no shoes and socks. Every form of fine arts,
handicrafts, nature studies, and different kinds of sports were included in the main academic curriculum. Within 20
years, this school grew into a full-fledged, multi-disciplinary co-ed institute. Tagore named it Visva Bharati, with its mot-
to being ‘Where the world gathers in a nest’. Ten years after Tagore’s demise, in independent India, Visva Bharati be-
came an autonomous University.

To Tagore, education meant not just memorizing text books and passing certain exams. Education meant unconfined
development of mind, body and spirit, a process infused with joy and freedom of self-expression.

My father Professor Prabodh Chandra Sen was personally invited by Tagore himself to join his institution. | was fortu-
nate to be born and brought up there, and studied there till | completed my bachelor’s degree. My father in law Dr. D M
Sen was a student of Visva Bharati and later was Tagore’s private secretary. So both my and my husband’s families
were Tagoreans and Santiniketanites in the truest sense of the words.

Apart from my school and college degrees, | learnt other things in Santiniketan and from Tagore’s teachings which |
consider very special and precious in my life.

The very first thing that | learnt, is to respect all religions, all caste, all races, all nationalities. Though | personally do not
practice any particular religion or rituals, | believe in a Higher Power who is the creator of the universe, who is without
any form or name. That power is loving, not fearsome. That power is everywhere, in all nature and in every human.
This humanism was Tagore’s philosophy of life, which got ingrained in my mind since my childhood.

We, the students of Santiniketan grew up in the lap of nature. We learned to feel a deep connection with nature, and
feel the Universal creator’s presence in nature, mostly through Tagore’s songs and poems. In Santiniketan we had our
own festivals, very different from other Indian festivals. Most of them celebrated the changing of seasons and welcom-
ing them, or nature-focused activities like planting trees, or ploughing of soil for agricultural cultivation, with Tagore’s
poems, dramas and songs accompanied by dance.
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Another gift | received from Santiniketan is the sense of connection with everybody. All the Santiniketan people
were like one family, with no barriers of status or wealth. We addressed all our teachers and professors as dada or
didi, never sir or madam. Even the most world- renowned scholars became Dada or Didi to the students, the mo-
ment they came to Santiniketan. Apart from the teachers, all staffs of Visva Bharati and all other residents were ad-
dressed with family names like dada, didi, mashima, meshomoshai according to their seniority. Most of them were
informal ‘tumi’ to us, hardly ever the formal ‘apni’.

These are values shared by all Santiniketanites. Which is why, even now whenever | meet anybody from Santiniket-
an, there is an instant feeling of kinship and bonding. Rabindranath Tagore wanted this. The Alma mater song
‘amder Santiniketan’, he composed, says “Santiniketan is our own, our dearest. Wherever we travel, it never leaves
us, for it has made us all one family.”

Santiniketan is and will always be in our mind. It can never leave us.
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|| Food Recipes ||

Mukta Joshi
Lauki Ke Kofta
This curry is served with steamed basmati rice, parathas or roti. For a side dish choose cucumber raita.
Serves 4
The Kofta:

1 medium size bottle gourd, peeled and grated with the seeds (center part) removed
2 cup besan flour (chickpea flour)

1 tablespoon rice flour

1 teaspoon red chili powder

1 teaspoon garam masala Salt to taste

1 teaspoon cumin seeds

3 green chilies, preferably Thai,
chopped A handful of fresh cilantro, chopped Google Image: Grated Lauki
Squeeze out the water from the grated bottle gourd and set aside. In a bowl large enough to hold all the ingredients, mix
together the bottle gourd, the besan flour, the rice flour, the red chili powder, the garam masala, the salt, the cumin
seeds, the green chilies and the cilantro. Add the bottle gourd and mix together. Heat the oil in the kadhai over medium

heat. Form the bottle gourd mixture into small balls and fry until golden brown. Drain and set aside.

The Gravy (Curry):

2 cinnamon stick

3-4 whole cloves

1 teaspoon cumin seeds

2-3 black pepper corns

2 small red onions, finely chopped

2” piece of ginger, grated

3 cloves of garlic, grated

3 green chilies, preferably Thai, chopped

2 cups tomatoes, chopped and then pureed in a blender
Ya cup cashews blended in some water to make a paste

1 teaspoon garam masala

1 teaspoon turmeric powder
Salt to taste Google Image: Lauki Ke Kofta

A handful of fresh cilantro, chopped.

Heat 2 or 3 tablespoons of canola oil in a pan and add cinnamon

stick, the cloves, the cumin seeds, the black peppercorns and cook a couple minutes, then add the chopped onions and
sauté until they are golden brown. Add the ginger and the garlic and cook until browned. Add the pureed tomatoes and
the green chilies and cook for about 10 to 15 minutes until the mixture is “dry;” add the salt, the garam masala, the tur-
meric, some water so that the mixture remains on the thin side; add the cashew paste. Simmer for 15 to 20 minutes,
covered. Add water as needed so that the gravy remains thin. Once it is done, add the kofta and cook covered about 5
minutes. Top with the chopped cilantro and serve.
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Poha

This dish was made quite often in my mother’s kitchen, while | was growing up, but never as a breakfast dish, rather
it was served as an early evening snack around 4 pm when we came home from school. It is so satisfying that it can
easily be part of any meal at any time of day.

There are two types of poha, thick and thin, use thick (white flatten rice or red flattened rice). Use waxy type pota-
toes like red new potatoes or Yukon gold; dice them and then boil to retain their shape. This dish goes well with mint
-cilantro chutney. Poha is mildly spicy, both healthy and light and at the same time amazingly satisfying. It is not
typically available in restaurants, but widely popular in home kitchens throughout India. It originated in the Malabar
region (Malwa, Maha Rashtra) of Mumbai (Bombay).

Poha:

3 cups thick poha (flattened rice)
3 tablespoon oil

1 teaspoon mustard seeds

1 teaspoon cumin seeds

A generous pinch of hing

10 curry leaves

1 % cups onion, preferably red, chopped
Ya cup cashews

Ya cup peanuts

1 heaping teaspoon raisins

1 cup shelled sweet peas, fresh or frozen

2 green chilies, preferably Thai, finely chopped

Google Image: Poha

2 medium potatoes, peeled, boiled, and diced
1/2 teaspoon turmeric powder

1 teaspoon salt

The juice of 1 lime

1 teaspoon sugar

2 tablespoon fresh cilantro, chopped

Put the poha in a colander and rinse under cold water. The poha should be moist, but not mushy. Keep
aside. Over medium-high heat, heat the oil in a heavy bottom pan, add the mustard seeds, the cumin seeds and
when they spatter after a few seconds, add the hing and the curry leaves, fry a minute or two. Add the onions and
sauté until they are translucent, about 5 minutes. Next add the nuts and raisins and continue cooking for another 5
minutes. Add the peas and green chilies. If the peas are frozen, put a lid on the pan and cook for 5 minutes, so the
peas softened and loose the raw taste. Sauté the mixture for a few minutes and add the potatoes, the turmeric pow-
der and the salt, mix and cook for a couple minutes. Lower the heat to medium-low and add the moist poha to the
pan and stir, next add the lime juice and the sugar. Adjust the salt. Mix well, cover and continue cooking for 3 or 4
minutes. Add the fresh cilantro and serve hot.

*hkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkhkhkhkhkhkkkkhkkhkhkhhkhkkkhkkhkhkhhkk
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Beating the Pandemic Blues: Seeing America Through its Museums
Sanjay Singh

Folks, Past 3 years were a blur. But here we are. Pandemic was very cruel - in every sense of the word. It upended
world order and personal lives as we knew it. But that is mother nature's way of reminding us, every so often, who is
really in charge. Hopefully mankind will carry forward someone of the lessons learned for the next 100+ years, be-
cause the next BIG ONE is coming. We do not know when, but it will happen.

For someone who lives to travel and travels to live - COVID-19 - forced us to STOP and REFLECT. From India to Unit-
ed States - citizens were forced to travel within its boundaries and learn to examine, interpret, and enjoy its own local
culture and history. In the process, the entire pattern of tourism and travel has changed significantly, and it will not go
back anytime soon to the norm that we knew for the last 3 decades!! As my friends in the restaurant industry tell me -
online orders have gone through the roof, and the in-room diners are back as well. Finally, in-country/staycation tour-
ism has exploded, while at the same time the Gen X,Y,Z have decided that experiences and memories are the most
precious assets - so they are all visiting as many places, as fast as possible!! Well, it has its unintended consequences
as well - as you can readily see taking a flight, staying at a hotel, or trying to go out for dinner!! All of that has turned
into contact sport - if you thought Going to Disneyworld required a playbook, good luck trying to get a ticket to the local
show and have dinner/before or after.

On Valentine's day 2020, | knew the impending Pandemic was real. Parv and Farah were hosting us for dinner, and
thanks to their connections within the European and Asian Medical community, he emphatically stated that it was a
matter of time before it hit the US shores. Whatever, little doubts | had was put to rest on March 12, 2020 - when | had
to quickly take a flight out of NYC, having seen the last show of Hamilton on Broadway the night before. On March
14th | had to cut short the visit to Birmingham by middle school friends, imploring them to return to India (which they
did, but unfortunately, one of them was quarantined for 3 months in India on arrival - story for another day - fear and
lack of protocol on part of local authorities. His story is for a reality show, as | am sure are many others). On March
20th we had to cancel our trip to Scotland where Indira was going to Join University of St. Andrews in early summer.
By end of March, | cancelled the remaining 7 trips for 2020. By April 1st depression set in - knowing that we are stuck
for a good bit of time.

For the next few months, the routine was simplified to the following - walk in the morning, go to "office" (a 50,000 sq ft
building inhabited by a POD of 8 individuals, but luckily we had a gym) by 10 a.m., return by 2 p.m., take a nap, go for
another walk, and then order take out from Silver Coin, Saigon Noodle House, or Mr. Chen's Hoover Branch. Rest of
the time was spend getting entertained by Mask Debate, learning how to use Zoom, and exploring Netflix. And that
went on for 8 months - where every day was spend praying that no one got fatally sick in El Salvador or India (we were
not that lucky - lost a few very close family and friends like most others). Eventually those 8 months turned into 24, up-
ending routines and norms, and establishing a protocol for human interaction (we still have a long way to go before
returning to some form of normalcy as we knew pre pandemic).

Over the remainder of 2020, countries around the world established their own INTRA country travel protocols (or some
form of it - but as we know even today there is a great deal of variation within those protocols) and to some extent trav-
el was permitted with varying degrees of precautions (established, accepted, forced, enforced - all you had to was trav-
el between Northern States and then to Texas, Florida, Alabama etc. Might as well be living in 2 separate continents.
And do not even get me started about traveling to Hawaii - that is the hardest trip | have ever taken. Nothing was the
same between cities, states, airports, airlines, agencies, islands, hotels, car rentals, or even restaurants. Good luck if

you wanted a reservation, including take outs after 5 p.m.!!).
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By the end of 2020, one thing was certain - if you wanted to travel within the US, you could!! Since we had visited ma-

jority of the states, parks and beaches - | was having a tough time setting up a long-term plan on seeing parts of

America The Beauitiful that | had not done before. And then one day a thought struck my dormant brain that was noth-

ing short of the Eureka moment experienced by others!!

Knowing:

e | was the incoming President of the Birmingham Museum of Art Board of Trustees

e We love visiting Museums in new cities/countries

e Food, art, and culture is the gateway to a culture

e Many HIDDEN treasures in cities away from the major cities like DC, NYC, Chicago, and LA

e But most importantly in JANUARY 2020 had a wonderful time visiting Carlos Museum at Emory University with Dr.
Katie Anne Paul (this is the first time we saw Manjari Sharma's Darshan which kindled a love affair with South
Asian Art Exhibitions, so much so that BMA acquired the entire series, leading to our famous Darshan: To See and
Be Seen exhibition which was covered by WSJ a mere 24 months later!!). Katie had a created a template for visit-
ing an exhibition along with cultural and culinary deep dive in that city (during this trip we also ate at Chai Pani -
their Asheville, NC branch won the 2022 the James Beard award for best restaurant in Americal!)

So, we set up a plan to visit every MAJOR museum in the US over the next 5 years. The theme of the trip was cen-

tered around the following:

e Acurrent exhibition or permanent installation of South Asian Art

e Opportunity to visit other great museums in the city or see private collections

e Meet Scholars/collectors/curators with similar interests

e Evaluate opportunities for our own collection, including at BMA

e And finally, and as importantly - savor ethnic cuisine in those cities - along with local friends

What started as a second trip to Atlanta snowballed into a quarterly journey across America. In the process, what we

have witnessed and experienced is nothing short of remarkable - coming across world class art and exhibitions in

places you will least expect, and food to match any restaurant in the world. But most importantly, met and enjoyed the

generosity of citizens of communities who have poured so much into preserving and promoting global art. The collec-

tive and competitive zeal is mind boggling - which by the way in most major cities started at the turn of the 19th Centu-

ry. So far, we have taken deep dive in 20 such cities and communities in the US with another 15 more to go (I am typ-

ing from Mexico City. We are here for weeklong immersion into the cities world class art, culture, and cuisine). Follow-

ing are some remarkable gems that we discovered in the past 3 years - permanent and temporary - not given in any

order of importance.

e Emory in Atlanta hosted 2 outstanding shows - Katie's Art from the World of Islam - and our collective love of Man-
jari Sharma's Darshan series. Thanks to Graham and Katie we were able to acquire the entire collection and host
our own acclaimed Darshan: To See and Be Seen.

e Phoenix has 3 amazing museums - each will stretch your imagination further than the horizon, namely - The De-
sert Museum, The Heard Museum, and my all-time favorite Music Instrument Museum. You could spend weeks in
each one of them admiring not only the collection and its artifacts, but also marveling at the vision of individuals
who conceived these great institutions.

e Cleveland temporarily hosted Revealing Krishna in 3D. A joint venture with Microsoft and Case Western Reserve -
this exhibition is the future of things to come. Total - 3 D recreation of history, merged with artifacts, and immersive
to the core. Only cost $40m+
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e Detroit is home to The Ford Museum, which in my opinion is a must for anyone wanting to understand Industrial
Revolution and the modern-day economy in the US. And not to talk about Diego Rivera's amazing mural at DIA. If
you could create one single image to capture American Industrial history, this is it! Hard to believe that most of the
artwork would have been sold to save Detroit from bankruptcy. The civic leaders created a Foundation, raised
~$1bn, and put all the art in that foundation away from the reaches of the creditors!! So much to learn from this
process

e St Louis' Museum has its own funding mechanism that benefits all cultural institutions within the district! Amazing
foresight by City Planners. The recently exhibited Chintz: The Material that Changed the World was a remarkable
in every sense of the word. Of particular interest how a simple material from India influenced clothing and design
around the world, including the modern times.

e Philadelphia and Kansas City have amazing Temple Halls - complete replica of Temples from Southern India.
Philly is in stone, while K-state has wooden structures. Both done during 1920s. Amazing stories how entire tem-
ple interiors were transported across the world. Of course, had to do with a Heiress, love, romance, honeymoon in
the orient, eventual divorces, and serendipity!

e In Bryn Mawr met David Nalin, the man credit with saving 50m+ lives through his simple remedy for dysentery and
cholera - but also a foremost expert on Indian/South Asian artifacts. His whole house is a GIANT museum storage
with incredible historic pieces gifted by grateful parents, farmers, donors, and dealers.

e In NYC, the Museum of Modern Design is spectacular to say the least. Makes you want and go work at Chanel or
Balenciaga!

¢ Houston hosted the entire collection of ESCHER. A year later | am still seeing patterns and designs that only he
could articulate. Definition of Brilliance

e Santa Fe's Museum of Indian Arts and Culture finally does justice to the heritage of First Nation and to be able to
dine at an authentic Native American restaurant - truly chocolate on top of the tortilla

e Art Miami was an insight to the Global Business of Art - and why the price is inelastic and perhaps the best form of
investment! Perez Museum has turned the Biscayne Bay waterfront into a world class sculpture garden

e Cincinnati turned its Union Station into the home of 4 permanent museums and 2 mega gallery space. And the
exhibition on 2000 years of Indian Dances through Arts - is as remarkable for its scope, planning, execution as it is
for a once in a lifetime show

o Bentonville, Arkansas - thanks the generosity of Alice Walton - is home to Crystal Bridges, one of the grandest
museums in the world!

And starting today, we are diving into the riches of Native/Aztec/Modern art in Mexico City, which will definitely leave

us all speechless. Which brings me to the point - if not for the Pandemic would Dora and | have started this intentional

discovery of our own backyard? While the short answer is a big NO - my regret is that we waited this long to start on
such an enriching experience. And if all goes well, it won't stop anytime soon!! Till then, please enjoy the hidden gems

in your community - trust me there are plenty!

*hkkkkkkkkhkkkkhkkhkkhkhkhkhkhkhkkkhkkhkkhkhhkhkhkkkkhkkhkhkhhhkkkkx

The pictures can be found at the following location and page #45:
https://photos.app.goo.gl/JaB5CGg8k3LeWRBX6
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Bengali Poem
‘Shishu Shromik’ By

Prabir Kumar Sengupta
(Pramit’s Dad)

lllustration

By Shankar Pal
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Arunava Roy (Anwesha’s Dad)
Salt Lake, Kolkata
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|| LOVED ||
Sati Nath
8™ June 2021

The antics of Google Maps antics were making me weary. The app kept on changing on me. That's what happens
if you don’t master a tool — it becomes your master.

| was quite annoyed at myself for not being better prepared. The 1-40 bridge at Memphis — one of the two main
bridges that link Tennessee to Arkansas, spanning the mighty Mississippi river — was closed due to a crack! My plight
was miniscule compared to others. Thousands of people were losing billions of dollars in revenue linked to transporta-
tion, whereas | was just trying to get home to Tuscaloosa. But crossing the Mississippi had always been an exhilarating
part of my homecomings. Now Google Maps was making the journey a nightmare. In a failed attempt to save me time,
the navigation system had pulled me into West Memphis, the poor Arkansas town across the river from its famous
namesake. But instead of saving me time, this new route was adding minutes. And still the map app kept changing its
mind! Plus, | didn’t know how to change the damn setting anyway.

| was driving back from Little Rock, Ark. | had officiated the Aashirbaad, or Blessing Ceremony, for my niece-of-
heart Toya to William Hupp (called “Billy Babaji” by his future mom-in-law, Pia) on June 4. My youngest son, Alok,
drove from Ohio, and my daughter, Chand, drove from Texas to be part of the ceremony. On June 5, my children and
Pia’s family celebrated my anniversary with much love. Billy Babaji and Toya had cooked a wonderful meal!

| took a left turn at an intersection in downtown West Memphis and pulled over to a curbside spot, parallel to a piz-
za shop. | put the car in park, even though | was blocking the few cars parked perpendicular to the shop. | knew |
would be there just long enough to study the aggravating Google map and memorize my next few moves.

| had just figured out another way to get across the bridge when a strong voice rang out.
“LAY-DEEE, YOU NEED TO MOVE YOUR CAR!”

He was tall, twenty-ish, slender, Black. He was crossing in front of my car, making his way to the other side of the
street. | realized he worked at the pizza shop. | looked to my right and, sure enough, passengers were loading up a
parked car. | rolled down my window to apologize.

“Sorry! Sorry!” | waved and smiled. He paused, changed direction and came back toward me. He met my eyes and
grinned.

“Lady,” he said, “your husband must really, really love you.”
Huh! What an odd thing to say to a complete stranger! My smile faltered.
He is no longer by my side, whined a small voice inside me.

But another voice grew big and strong, cocked its head at the whiny voice, and asked, So? The whine shrivelled
and died.

| grinned back at the young lad. Now both our eyes were twinkling, full of fun.
“He does! He does!” | sang.
| shifted gears and drove away. Happy, confidant, LOVED!

| was married to Subhankar on June 5, 1983. He died on February 9, 2018.
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|| LAZY BONGS ||

Arnab Ganguly & Abhishek Guha
2022 :

A couple of lazy bongs got tired of spending their sedentary weekends, which us Bengali(s) crave so much of !! Get-
ting up late from bed, taking hours for your morning tea with some adda, attending to your family needs and commit-
ments and then eventually turning on Netflix after having a full course of “Daal-Bhaat-Macher Jhol” is indeed very
attractive and popular Bengali family’s weekend after a tiring work-week!!

Anyways, these two lazy mid-aged bongs decided to re-invent their dormant love for the game of Cricket and decid-
ed to start their Saturday mornings with a casual session of Cricket Net practice at Birmingham Alabama. Next big
question was where do you practice ? As one knows, Cricket is not very popular in US and so are the practice pitch-
es (they don’t exist !!). These two folks decided to convert a Baseball practice net into a Cricket net by pulling up the
net on one side -> twice every day, for every weekend !!

Intent was one would bowl (hopefully 50 balls straight) while the other bats and vice versa... Eventually they ended
their first few (actually, several) sessions not being able to deliver even 30 balls before the bowler would be drained
out of energy, under the scorching sun of summer... Anyways, playing 30 balls was still a victory for them... This con-
tinued over the entire summer of 2022 into the Fall.

Meanwhile they kept on approaching other folks and friends to join, but it takes a large magnet to pull a Bong out
of his bed on a Saturday morning !! And they didn’t have such a big magnet in 2022 !!

2023 ::

The 2023 season started and with continued trials to approach more folks to participate in this attempted Saturday
morning madness, slowly one-two more friends started showing up. Their game started improving and so did their
stamina. Soon, there were 10 folks in this venture and the team started shaping up, with some folks good at bowling,
some good at batting, some bad at both (like us :P) and some Soccer enthusiasts trying to adapt to Cricket. Eventu-
ally this group started their practice with some light soccer and would continue with cricket for next 2 hours with 2 X
nets in practice. It would be unfair not to mention the man who holds the record of being bowled 3 times in 1 batting
session...

Our “Lagaan” Team with Abhijeet Roychowdhury— the senior-most member of our team!!
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Batting and Bowling Sessions
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Dr. Sounick Haldar— “The Sucrose Hunter”

This article is a shout out to all the members of this crazy group who decided AND were able to defy the magnetic pull for a few
more hours of extended Saturday morning sleep... One knows how difficult this can be to overcome !! A shout out to all of them
who knew they were not at all good at Cricket (or Soccer) but still showed up every morning in 2023 summer just to do the best
they could and encourage participation.

Targets for 2024 :: We will try to increase our magnetic pull and rope in in the following folks who are interested to join in, but
couldn’t defy the inertia of the bed in 2023...

Welcoming all cricket and soccer enthusiasts in Birmingham AL to join in this Saturday morning madness of ours !!

AND MANY
MORE !!

*hkkkkkkkhkkkhkkkkkhkkhkhkhkhkkkkkhkhhhkhkhkkx
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Google Image: Elephants of Amboseli National Park

GTS AT IR | T N R FLAT (AT A (FNF | AN B (7 (F06 AFF IZMA AP Gt
A FA|

EIICEICSTA, (i
R TG, 202

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

By Sanjay Singh (Article @ Page #24)

5197 (SRIJANI) 45 © BAGB 2023



|| ST IAFHCI ||

Dr. Susmita Dasgupta

ATG TR (3712 NYF YOl NN N (S0 W0, AKCT ST (3K ST AT TSN (PN (512 NS
TN AT GF 2P IR AT s, 3 (9 *1[0ed S (1R 0o SWwewd faef@ @ [
(NAT?  GFI (B *1ZF, N FeA6, (T *12(F 2 ORCST AW TS FAYM], ST W2AN IS 564 (Fronfy
N IS B, T SN AR R G372 TN FIOCIR| S STw BT (72 (8 *IZJ6T | WF BT
AT fRe RS WA | ISR AL N (AF 9F 20O HEA A0S Fol T30 S o1 o=
(ACF WP 0O ARG I (AT AR MG A0 W 7R RIAY ({1 W, WoE B (614 BT =0, WSS
152 F2 XM A (@107 Sree™ FYF AR TN SN (F41 IE, BRG Gl AS 613, {7 FG JFG 2ed
ST Lol BIR, TONM | 2R ARG TGS 0T A S Fow 2001 [RIFARE | O[T §F 20O
W 3 = @y o R[S SToma T 7f6 T°61, ©4= Z0o! ATOIE Vg W W& | W20 A o Stra
AC wFON ZF M= FOTR IR AT T 9F W OF T, AF ARG 8 WP (oA &N ST
R IR OIS JF TG SNHBT NOTH AT, " (SR (F1R (W FGTWAM (7 A" | (7R NI SO
SR F WH! W FY UG STTH IS | G AR (T2 78 (242 (FF6 ST ST UG =T |
(G FHAHNET NG BTRZEATT AT JF NERF T, TGS @Y TV FYNR JFE!

WINHE *IRE (N6 BIEMG ATST X0 SAF GIIGNHT Re (TZIe TS T Felfo 2R Fel ol A6
G W W F5F TIHFT ! WK BT (A TS FAGF TSI (VT T BT 7§, T¥Z 4TI GATST| G2 (el
TN JeTPIE g G72 FAAT AN W26 [T el WP (@16 SN RO NN AT I 498
TBRY TN AFS, TG GNIANT Z LN FEFNFIR W WYIN B o7 | WF e AP YR ASTA!
(12 =0T WHF (SIG TN | I R FOT W S IFN AR AN, IS R ©Y (I AMGCS | WE N
SRTOIG W WINF 2fe, F© g (T W1 a1 FAco!

QITHL TGS YOG STBIE NG NI NN O N WO, SHeR ARBO A6 AR | O [2-
AT O ROl AR, ([AFFOIS STRCIR AT FAT IEoN | SNRF N NF NG FMBA (M7 =+ 2
VAP NN AR JFA I I MM =080 (MAT® IR, fof fURIE Ahrow, T (@R w1 &=
W I JeAElw, "N S G G K WO GIRCT, AT AN (5N, SRR A NGV (AR (RN (1R
R NI 1 s red oie G4 N oIy

YN TG ST WNTHA FHTGTe!, WHGTS! ©12 ([N SSCS] FeAbro, WNTHE WISTATST, FAGI (T ST
WNGH YO AFAE AFFY FICO (4T | 9 3T W I6 R (A0F SR TSI SHRR B wFomE,
NN, fFONT Ore! | F ™ 20O 2T G WE BN JF [N AC(S!  JFAF ASIGg ANy
THNZF (TN, (TR I2BT QYT WCE IMIZCIF AMGCS, "TTNS AFRR T2 HOTR" | O[T WAH2 A
(I (A0 BT FNTCRA, STt (ATHT (orNdT|

SN AW JRNE AE 0T (NRIT], FAFOR TG AR OTE, IFAE AH IADTOR 061 AR
CIE | (3 O FAPMOT G NOTo| N W (72 BN AN (AF (FEARFS JHENT S B3N 9
WCOH] PACON TIGUN, IM WGy AT, M G WCH! | (512 WP Ol HANGro R LG o

=251 SR SO IF Ol HGL® PO R(WI, ORHNT I (UG ATGH MG | TS FIfTAGH S (RICATT
HGH!, NN V2~ GV W A6 NG G, W WA I ARRS, YRAT FIACAF A WA AFA ATOF
ST WK fRCFTE TRAF TG ] (A TN | (VAT AR IFHI (M (O NIN(FF ARK JF2 IFN G,

5197 (SRIJANI) 46 © BAGB 2023



FRV GF (MIMAI (ATF TR AGNE, YN GOt WF S=F (2 (VS (NSFAR A6, FEH, FOIG,
(STfF, SR G, (AT, FIRIE, G IS Geqren! ST AT e Arow Ao qwter N (e &
(ATF O R YIS WSTCOT WA (N2, ([@I4RT TS ATHTHE (BICAT 5= (ATH | FAPTOIF NI KT FECON (Nl
fGHINST N (ATS! B (F (N OV FAT! W= G GNCE N1 G2 YO FIW! FAMOI (Nl (WSRO (F
Y ¥, O G7 34 X! W[ (FC P! ATOTAMNONT FeHARY FARN? WM FER, [FF (AR WL I
N1 2 o1 GNf~ora=! 2fEN0ET SItT AfS I% IR ST N AT (IO | NI GF 6T A1 A W 4oy 1
JFMR A ©O1=1 O3 ST s esr MisaN FIAE ST (MACerR, IR0 WE PG BI<dl WS gy =iy (<
QN TG TN I ANES N[ 5O dF TFN! G7 N Rel NIV FUHNT (NOINRCPe (LT (M,
SRR (SFREAH RO (FAT IAT Ze) show (FAT, NIV o1 STET (41, fFR2 IM (TS 1|

YN (NF IZF 2AAMA, (AT 0T WE AN ST TN, A0S WS, I @9y YRS g Ww [N
NG |

By Rupomonjori Guha (Pihu), 2y 11m By Avraneel Paul (Pihu’s Kakai)
Class: Busy Bee,

UAB Child Development Center

5orei (SRIJANI) 47 © BAGB 2023



|| AL WTOT ||
WG A

aF

RS (IT IO AT TN G (51ROl BHNF (R6 AGP NI AN ANITOQ] WGP (FAN G (9T
I TR O | GINAR T SISt (BI04 SIfBTT T ©It =0 (10T Ao [aw fSst=A|

o1 fF aufA2 fFg FW Qe ? AGTIATAF STUH | GBI (O OIF Ty (IO AR F(F V| (AM(F2 OIF,
R I P2 OIF SAE [T© ©f Ui T2 WY«® STNSIE TSN SN Ny G373 W
NIFINCERINZ (4T 2R OIS |

TYNET TS FISF (BRI ST 14T G M OB~ JFIF G| TS AT BN JF6T RIS
AT |

TF! AGHI OFIF2 0G| (BT SN A G WE FING | LN ATT S ST (BIAFLOIE AT FI
(BT {RATAN TG~ SR JTOT WG R |
3F 3F 33!

ARGIR SATH TN RITOF WOl (BT NGLO AFE NOGHIG ICel [Py FiR1 51efl iy S50 WSS ({1
FAE fof, T L AGI, " T

TSN AT SIRCT TR G0 5T (RN 7t (Gremforss [0y (qrd et {7 v 2oy f&fory e
WNICIF | TS M JLNS?”

AP (ROT OIFICEN A, “ 4R (T W, BHR G_K1

" ZLET PIGT? " RS (FINE PR (@04 46 929 Wo o 03 o1l

PO 0T (514 QU OIB_IEAN Aoy [y 597, &g drer? (MY 1| AMP WP IO TSRS Wi,
SMATF G DG | TR AR TSN T JOTR, ST FACS GIF | FIOGE F =G (7T SR (F qM?”

R, QN TS| = SR itk (BRTeT QI FITCINE YRS VRS, ARTAT AT F1E IR M
(514 AU AAGF N (BT JF6T ATTHR ©IT JCF ATGIR FIY | GINAK SN 90T WOer= o [Rew Sz

G2 FronHF AFRSBET 9 WY 400 A8 NG Qnd Oelry o s TutR| (FIAS (AT NSAMG
@2, Tz (2, W, N5 & | S *NfF ITGN OInd (P8 A0 | 5HT a5 I I, “2FS=S At
51, T7-[RCATR G0 W (A (57 IAGT AT FRIACE 02 2T N IGTT G Lo R, MO (110l N4 =1, O
1 ATGg !

fFE W1, ORI I2 W FANFAE TGP [N FI (0N fFg O 2 68 NS H | =7 O SN
(T 58T FHIBT Sar AT SISt A9 (ONBT SBHGT (GIF WGTT AR, I3 (1R MY JUTR ©12 BHNF
(LA | *FOY(TI WIS FOREF WG (7 715 | AFET2 LTI O T ATOR (TN | 1 qF98 s
OB AP AT 5HT I, “J«0?”

IO OYNS TS F IFOI F191G (T [RGIR[T FF RTAT FF WMHRN | (514 FITGH BN (JTU2 WS AG NCH
Ilm?ll

I JFK OB (M 5H], “8 172"
AT NCAICIISNBIE BT ATHFCG (N P (T (e fH1gx, =6 (@2
OIRCIR ACO7 BT ICEACY?" ANATH D OreesT I 5T

5197 (SRIJANI) 48 © BAGB 2023



GO RIGIW AT | ATE0T 2% FCR 0T, (O NI AGRTF AT (TR BT 477 fNcafmsi?-

PR WO e (AT (NCFF, JBp (G M I, =T, GRS Moy AR 9fl =Sy @i AT Ge6!
81" fNTGE SARACF WA NN oI FI 51, @ [FHT G (18 OI[_T® BIY O AN WG
WSNRMG SITwa G WY, O AT

"(OTF T 01 T TS =3 (M| =11 =R =oafs

301 I ST Bieew Iron [y ez (N s OIfBey Itaw, {5 I90E1 I (917 AAGP N ANThd G
AR U A0S O PO A T© YLty 7 [T Aoy (MU SToref® S_1E SN IN®
TR SIs= RN (8T =98 J19 A (g2

ACEIT FICG (AT 5HT, IRAE FIFCI (G057 AT O™ (6 (NI DG 0T TN FIIACY O v TN (AT
STONNG G (O] (O6d We¥ fNIGR O AGLIIN (A(F A0S T 4T ATOCR OIRd WA, (AT
IRGT AIGPH V|

O Foli MAMAR SRofeg MiF ke 2GR, d AR AT FIPAR (B1Y O FF 411 218
FIRN JORF FINN ©F ST ALNNGIF YGRS AN FF 50 (7| FF AT I8 ©n
AP | JF6T RIS *(H NS eh IO (NI AGrTel (5T (MY, UG 1ol 0T ST A 20 I/ AFT IO

SIPH (T PIANE fNCH B, G O TN GO9SR S I 6 [p ™ i

SR 8T THT| O IR N OIS T8I | 378 NIHF A2 IR O T ATOT| I00T fNolF =T O I ©F I,
"(OTNI(F JH0T FAT IAT I[1? IM AoT 118?”

"(OTd WRIF ¥ B9 (@2 (A I A6 |

"OIR (PG I JBT FAR NN1* JPL WOl WINOl B I 5HT, “OIRIIF FONIT IO (AR PG FNHS
el fRAMTT g WY FITACNT NG (ATH 2"

BT RLHI Ol 107 PN 5187, (11 I [FT FAISTEAT | Y PCIF N WO AN ©f 1"

SO AT WG Sf6r Wtst 53111 F [F (LTS 1Y OIF IR SIHANGT 7Lel FACR OHA (THG 20T
G| 5T WG OIS I002 Q| OF ©I2 MG (HICY 6, OF 3 PRSI AR HIIRBPID O IO V|
ST (O TN JCeT, "= M1, (Ol[2 JR| ANIF SR R, q98 AN NG A SRR AGF AL I
QA (MST (1R TG MYNFCIT NN | G AGTOTT 2012 [ T J&Ael, (STNIF NN 2T, (YT 87 ©rF?”

JIAKO! AGNAS (T NG ARG (R ©f WA JFN XA (5101, (T2 Y 0T SE [NHRA OInd Aol
RIS | AMSrgMTe F G (W97 ST FACO | [T ORI (AF NI (PR W1 (HIAT ARA 1 I8 [fH©
(AR MG AN NG (O] BIeT NI NIZBA TN | W FIACATF AP A e O F AGP NI
o7 OIS | FIATKBT (N2 O AN | [T ASTANF IO N | W AYHAS W, 8@ fF = J&
q?

(PRI HOTH? U272 AN FIN 190 |
ARSI AR

uw ? "

5197 (SRIJANI) 49 © BAGB 2023



S NI | SN (BT W12 I 99 (AT ([CANS I 54T
" TSI ST TP ST, S (MR

T (AF Q[T 200 Ao [ 12T, 92 Ao WHINI W NITHT SrieeT| fFH et SersT, SresmrT
I (A MIMGLT AMH 5T

o

STATGNIR FAT STEAT 4478 WA AR RIFFIII| ToNF WHFHF O [N J HANHT G AN (518,
AT AN T |

RS I M (@S (e INd MiE (IO (T WA AGIN IO (RIS ST 2O (S0l NN =
Ofow 2| I8 JF ATV |

fFE 5oz Wrey WA 5% e RARIFA| TR O ATH6 (A(F B/ ARCHR I8 TIo! fSN W
fToN Ol | [F@ *MBHT VIO T AN AGFN RO FACII Y04 O | AN 0 (TR (RLE6T|
MG (T WH(IE o G PR FACO PO NG Mg Ml OIfBry GE=s *AG61 S BAE Y S SN
(NN J0IReT JHF0T RA ISR AT | OIFHT WG JF0T, O WS 0|

T I (FNTN (FO JONF S (AN [NAZ WYIons| WF 2 (e [N [ios | [F§ a9
AN MR W O [Fg I OF JH FANIS AT = ANCOF SOCANT | TN (NN JNT
TAGIR IR (RLe RN | TI1 MG IR WA | (R AR (FIHRIMA JFNCIR G, [T GF6T N6
R (5712 (ATH2 NS JF NI WS S (BN |

fFE (A TSNS (NTE2 ST AT AL AT (AT (BT ATISNG NN (N2 ] BE6 ANATS (FICNT
(P I 0T 0T WR N | CHFCH GellR NN | QN G IO I (GG FRACEAT (FI (ATH (F G | Fof=y
JQEI /R O @ AC, fofF fMTGE J© (PG (BT~ NNl AF O/ WAL TICF T Troeg F|
SR |TGLT (NCF TCHR NG ATG| GIAR (MR TN FI2AE 20E ANHI I RIS SRS FIAI 6T
WRIF SN 2 Gl RIFRRA| AT T AHFE, - IA- (5T AT GeTtetw (oP6F NI At |

(S

YN (AT 51T \BTS WS (KT (514 fFIFN [t WA NS I AGF NI A0 NI fHT=ZA1 TS 21919
(I TG ROY W0 ©IF, WK AT, 00T A7 e

SIYRATRT ©UNS o B 7 BT T IMER, WH GIH (PR TPoP P BIHR ST TN (K| WHBIE MG
42 TG Mo TS ST (AT AT QB HTAR NP HefGe]. (BT YR A (BT¥2 O Wit (NS
(B2 B (371 ©YNS T (e O YR | 7R (AP B (N QY O FRARCT $9F |

AGRA 5 IS0 5F FAEN, AGFNR? STofos! (@16, O W&, B F G JF61 M (W2 Wo=g?”
J0A YL Ol (G0 (SIBIT GREF LI *1H S ST

AGFANI A (TN G (AT WSTGH! AN RO TS NI WAF N OIS O TG AR
FUANSTAT| WS LTI CHR ST A | ST (OF | JIF N AN

T2 THIF (KT FOA foold BIRANTT IS M7 Sy W8 fFRo1 AT a1 O s 975 JF; oF
PACO ST AOAT| WGy (T MR (BRG] JFE WNIPN 9] O | FENA] Vo, [epfes| 8
OIIWIGT NI GG JIKTE W52 (T A ivr w0

SRR O YU Y PR AT AT, QN2 JCAT AP N, AN AN &5 G0 W2

5197 (SRIJANI) 50 © BAGB 2023



"JIG?" (AT 19N BD fGreses FI A1 |

FEA4eT I (ROT 8TS Y, "G W2 A6 [FapN 0= Aorg ™G FHw? OrgHNG (O QINR 6N, ©O12 1?7 §¥h
(4T OB T® GAT® AT (BIYLET WRTH 2 HL, “F ISP NK? G 20O BI8 17"

TN " GHMP WG (RETT o1, “B12 (Of! Od..."
o3 fF 2"

SRIR (12 GIRA BT (ROT 813 J0OT TG, WIRFHHT LT | O & ASICA WG V0ol (GRATT AP WA HHol
AU e, SR face =@ 1

FATOIT (0T IS (O0® I AONHNF | 5 IAC? fF I (@A1HR061? AT e 2?2 MG ? WA, O A ?

ASIM FATS YR M OIFICS (MATAT WS FF BTG YT BTN (GIATR SN | WS (KT (R0 (5T 11
ST OYS JCeT BLen(R, “fF IGP NI, A W2

NIV S NG A, O GIRNT A1 FOBT (I 419Y YR 1 fFRCO2 | Y (TN JATS AT 89 N O |
"GN (AT NF AGFNR?” WRF (12 FEASS SN TS 21, “q fFE (G2 FoN FIS VT (1"
R

(I I |I" O O At AR oo (614 (e smom FF 0 809, fF Okt ©fi? (o 5 ey
AGROI FACO I NP ? W R R SN NTAT FUAT NN AN® NA? g { g

TG WOITE2 AT TN (BLF (O WAL QAT | AfSI2 (O, PIBE Ok (7 INN FA? SF P01 TS
fRPTST SYGTAT (FIAT (AT | TS ATHFICAT (AT ST ICT (AFOIH (W NN (TG 1T TR, (FIG (51l (572
ORI | TF! (FAIFO] O OUNF [FZ FACS IR | (FoZ AGHF NI 2 FACETT, "STI?"

IS *ow [ LIfe] IS N0 R ?” I (STPOT LA (TP (I FACE AP ABMG Bl | “ BT 5 0T (0T ooy 2
BIR..." R33eTe FP Tad (M |

1" (G TS 510G 83 Y "RprAF Hif 72

TR 7" MO Vel 2 P 01|

"GP | IR BRI SH(IR (O (I ST N WAFT | ST (T AT RT® =T o191

SRR DY (T A R O TG FAK ST FOMCHNT (N2 &L B2

"= | (OTNIF2 (7] FA G T (A (O6 [MI SO IR | S AL WG SN | SSTEAT WGy O TN
T Y W2 F = OIS ARG 2"

PG GPL ORIO AR AOA| STl (86 w1 (N (RIS (MK W A0 [Py Sis=(F, Qo W O S
fAFEBYFE | 1 RO AR, ©F I (MSTF FNOI (72 O | [FIT FWRMIN G (GF IR O HSreRAT,
o [T, o Jfan |

Y SRIE AfNTT G0 NTFD GO A0S ACF BRI 16 =AT? N8! WG A9 N2 (9T

5197 (SRIJANI) 51 © BAGB 2023



fF® O Y WF (1T R W YIRTF| ICGF NCERIN, SR LA (97T RS I9 TR0 | A7 AT ({7 WK
ST T NI4T (BI0Y OB (MUY ARG GG MG I (D R AT OIPIT0R (MU WOlR FROG (R
YF (M2 SN (TN A2 TG FA OF WK (G FSEF WA NAF 20 FR6T SN 6 27 FIfosr (|
ST 99 GG YACS A A M (HFC6 AT T (2 FANFS, W 4F4F FA GGere AF O (GrAvion|
AT AT RSB Yi1®, O 11, ey [epw sz

©IGIR

TOIN (I AAGIOT YL ML QPR JFAA BIRMFO! (514 Iy New I 99 Gl 57 (&1 M|
(NRNY RO |ME FR WK A1 FIEF ([0 | WAGTH (MT Ve A6 A0 =R ey 41 [7Sre, =
I (MY (G WO BN F1S 0T AT FARCF |

SR JFOIS FAT Y6 W F(I, (NG FNCAF GTNF FAF AFCOG RORG FF (B (IF FI AN 99 (A |
TACHTT WA VO P TR O JAH| fHNGN (AT ©LNS WP FF A7 [A®, "IIF, I (WG M 8|
foro

TNl HIG STAT SR N8 | AN Fe GO (RUO AT (O |

SN fFR0T AT SRIF LI I, "N CHITCN BT I (WIQT COTNI [ A |7 I0eT WA FAHCP BINCO
Bt N Beltew 9idk i |

fow

AGNREAR YA ANAERE WO WG, SN FHH0T (MACO AH 5| MRS o1 RS (w21 s
RTeT ATV GG AT TCACR Y@ FobR | WG fod M, fox 10 41 5ellR 4 & | AMS (0T, HN2H IqPMIG,
SRI1R T QAR WCET AFE | AGATACAL ATV R OIH 000K G P JF B A1V IR F© (37| 4 7,
8 M, T M(EIA2 O G~ T (R [RAT FRACY | F© (614 W (I B G 0z ARFAS 4 d G | HNEf,
00 GOTR | [Ne AfRfod MTF (B FAISTE I Al

ZHSE (BT ATT A (ATF IS UTNCE AR Ol W IV O G IO ALHT (TN (@G (5107 FIIB AAENZ
PPN (B0 5HF M OB 0T STIN VIR RO (RA, "B WY | ACOT W AHBCO AHCS WMNTHS
HNIETCS R 4 AT (RS | N2 SeTor FNOH WIS AU 1"

I IBPA T© QYOI (N 51| T SRR QAT THEHIT P | SR S SN A, “BleT S W
(O FIN TR, TS WY, ST (S TGV N (GTF I0T W (ST ST

ATNE ACT?" GAS (B 5T LA OIF NI A | (F WG WE AGFNR 5 N, 4F ARyl Fat
fRGSIRR AN THRS! (M| "W G517 BT SN AGY VW2 W PP (B0 OB JBG, qH TG AF SE
P01 fA*5eT (MT=F M | QT SR Y@ AAMGro AP A1 VAN (M= | [[RGRG FF 0T 8T 541, 8
G STASING WS A NS FR0G| S N7 SN AT TR SN GAfGG (FG 2" NI I
TFONT NS 20 |CH WIS (B4

T ™I MY (N6 OIfRPT (MY ATOF WFHPIE WK BICHE WICEAT (NCY AF g MiF | gehed 0, "=
T 48 (7Y =JW, 11"

SN (5T for =, foF Ao 4T WIEre (A (MR ARSI JAF | 7 WNTS FLUTS FUTS WG| 012 A7
MIGTICR SRR AR WG | (N1 AT 2SZS, IOV, SIATS FAGF WA RS WRH [Fapw ez |
T7, G, S=S, SRR A |

5197 (SRIJANI) 52 © BAGB 2023



ST ©F (AL (FINACO B WA (GF FACeT~ Iron [y F1e2 | [FE ¥ 20T 571 2re Y e |
W 910 G A2 A YA AR O N ST O | 4o MY 419 Nl Iod WS AT
IR SPIeTe | AT TP G (SR N ATOTHHI, TPl AfS WpNT| 9 fof v AN | BIEATT (TR TO12|

W Qe OB SNAT VIR F | GG JFG V06, WF AT To ICNY o [RAme A4iad =<K14|
FATHR, BT RGN (BT FACR| NN N AN A3 G| SR, “ 4 AMGIR RO (Gl I8 I
(SRR, e |

38 I THE! WE WCHA | 1S WS G T TLGT (IR (PING BLI UGS AN, L& NS [Noa F
(R O BT | *FOICET (LAY 919, (WIpT S AT (R, AG12 1 Ao Arond |

JF0T TFNR F QLT WRIF BTS WO JAT (G FCIN AGT | W | AT 1| FR FR UL G BATS BeArs
O NI (MROIF AF A5 AR oo [RANTe 47| OI1F WF O TS| =TS (G (N2 OIS | WI* 2O
4T WY (FANCS AL GO BHF AT BIAre Biace s |ty ok A | N17, WK 57 FAK (K2 A0 |
T% MA@ ANS NN &S THW (A JOpF *M&F| ST NN WA FRO! ARG 9 Ao FAE
N1 IICFT ©IF AT AR | R ALF, G

RS AT IR Ao | Onre O O FIAT AW AT (WA (614 00 (Fiaw Aron [aww Mgz
NRfoq *MS AL 20T (NN A WCAH|

ST (SR S-S WA I P €31 (BI0Y (BT ACF 5™ WG goAfow oind gifs | We#
AT @Y T TCHR T« YT AR ATACIT BT TI(0 W OIS (B14 J0& (FATS BT (F,
AN | WJwd LA N WHS (SR UG QAR O S| 5HT WAART (B0 ©OIpTel ORI WA (MROF M|
... (PIAW?

(BT4 Igh WIZCO2 ATGT BN NV, (72 Al W HrS AT T A JF61 TIed RV | SFATIR *1K, g,
g, 33

SRIF (BI4 (NE OB AT O ATV AN AT AN (FANCS Ol MIT WO FAK (G IARN
o YT WG O SIAMHD (FIY (ATF | W AT WO (72 B NG WS (XN GEAg O
AGPFAE, A1 AT 22|

JFRG0S B MU, B 411 061 QA (FIATOIF [NISF WGTel FAI (B3 B M [RAT® 4 | AH re
575727 @1 TGN FE O BNF IR WRIG AGIR SN | JFG JFp B AN (T AR STASNANT
AFSTHT | W (Y WS V(O OJMF GRS I oI |

fARSTs (oY e [Nt aran | o Qe @ SEre AN N G SYE YD (A0 Oaid B T Ny
AP WK R (W@ W e SR ¢ (Rlet NG 0o My Merg 95 G S|

(51¢ I NI AMGT WS (AT, [NSFHOI| (ATH (9] O AT | WE NTHCO2 (372 NSHo! 44« FF
(P G RO A, GF AN IS S TR, WH 9 A0 o3 Ayt e soF Avs el

ATG fox

RN 7 TS GFAMK A (e (BRI BA A FITGI TR SN | AT B (4 AR ©f O
AT =T AT (BT SGICEA [NBT | TN OIBH B (AT YL AN OIS (ATNCIE WF G NS Al
G CTHE | SFATS *FAF FIB(S SIBCT AR O =TS LT WAL M|

" o OREN [IINVIF? NG (NCAOIF I6ITS X (O NfH 2"

(A PRI WK ATNCE YA (FB | IO OIOrey A< [Fg 20 AMF OIS ANIN [f=3g | f[Fofg (ora
5197 (SRIJANI) 53 © BAGB 2023



R (VA G JFG, L P AT AMCHR TI (MIFCOMET | JIIF DINR WES TFNF AR Q2

fON I® 4T FTUIR FAR O (VT G FIS AT (3R] Ored ORI M MW g9=2 [N GEsiaqro
FACO Q| WF (FICAT OATT (N2 IGRIE| (2 (A(F OFON I (UG GACR (G| NS IR T2ATHT
AT 2 OF (N O I AL (WO (CNIF (GG F A | STH fAT® ZCA(R PIARTSIERL | G733

TS 4T RIETA0I WF GFAR (MU RG] TG G GFG GG B 510G (ST 7 IO IO NG ST
3T FA0o AR STSHNAT IR AGF VAL G [N

NN, AN FT T V| F WO ©ORT J2 G G2 T AN ATIN?” AN YT AN (A
S fNTT (I0O (I0® WHIF ©IGl (M (ATNGRIG|

RO FAN O (W [IINNIF) TN FITGR BAF (ATHI W6G FI00S I, AL AN ([F0G GHCAT (VARG |
PR TN0I AT (ST (51t [RIFNAIA1 (19 fo U fox 1o 413 0 F1S IR [eore, [MIF[1G Giea=
CSTOT| 51 TG, ST (O 756 [UR (FLeICg (7, A S GH6IR (514 (Welts (4T 0 |

(FINGT (FLE Mtew RN G2 SINT G2 479 (RS WO NI (G WGy (2 Wi |

P8 R QU I (TN (ATNGE S AT TGIN2 [I9S Z0eTN (@ | (FING BN QeteTw [~ "=,
... O AT (T FAE A2 AT (AT TS AT

"JIRT, (GI9MG = (TR 1" RATS IS 671 FAR |
@A GHEw RN F 3905 F (G017 BrafGre Sy foresst Fcw, “[F@ [Fena?”

"0 ] TG IAMR (OTNH | FAE (G AF6T SO (TR 7| FRAcE I61e2 | 9N SNF JGIJ1OC6 (I
BIBIGT 1T ATSICe W1fet SR NIH AT AYN RANCICEA| 30y 11, (wfd S =il

eI fOTey (O RIFNRIGE, 9F ARG U\ (T (NN (AT I (A(H| FINCOGN el e, b IR
FAM, 2 4 (T AT AL

GG, AT FUR| IR AR SIS NG FC GG T OF FoNeT | S, 5l Fo~ 0 e, "9 o1 H1 01
G FER GF AT I A0 VAT (512N RT2 JG 64| (656 I (GUAR FNATMGIA (G | FANT
AP FIOLG AfGTT IZ FAR| IRCF ] (@61 | mE 867 Ty (F6! F0% | 200 I, AFG TR Farl”

CPIN (Y BT RGN [N, ATV I3 TONP NAF B, “fF (A SR? (FIOAT AR 4797 2 FE
ATNCLTHT (ATTNOE|

TSR YL ISR AGYLF (B 4F OIHd P JFAR (M0 e RG] (OI6R (FI IF61 Ffow =
(BTN I, "SI NS WG [ =23 N1 =1 I AT Ifere @R (e 9= A S|
PIRE GHT WA P TN (7R OF| foF e A7 foF 007 T (¥ (AR WG| N8 NN 9275700
I WS AITH=A G [ Sarsi!

***Wg***

Bio: Avraneel Paul is a researcher and a storyteller. Alongside his mission to comprehend and combat the ancient
bacterial disease, Tuberculosis, he is equally enthusiastic about scientific communication, creative fiction writing,
podcasting, and content creation. He believes that from the dawn of human history until today, we have always
been surrounded by fairy tales - some real, some fictional. Here, he presents one of them.
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|| LOVE IN THE LIBRARY ||

Radha and Krishna have been in a Birmingham reading room since 1929

Glenny Brock

The scene is a soaring vision: Krishna wears a blue robe trimmed in gold fringe; he dons a colorful crown and
plays a bamboo flute. Radha dances near him, beaming — one arm outstretched, as if she hoped to grab hold of
the breath he was making into music; one toe pointed at the earth, as if to let her rhythmic steps move the world
beneath their feet. Their eyes are locked in a loving look. The painting would not be out of place at any Hindu house
of worship or in the pages of an illustrated Bhagavad Gita. But it has been on display in downtown Birmingham,
Ala., for almost a century, along with 16 other murals that decorate the reading room of the Linn-Henley Research
Library.

Birmingham was founded in 1871, but 15 years passed before there was anywhere a reader could borrow a
book. The first lender was not a librarian but the superintendent of the city schools; the first library was just a set of
shelves in his downtown office, in a building adjacent to Birmingham High School (BHS). The first patrons were the
people who could get in the door: That meant only BHS students and teachers until 1891. That year, the collection
went public and any Birminghamian — any white Birminghamian — could pay $2 for an annual subscription that
included borrowing privileges. (The first library for Birmingham’s Black citizens opened in 1898.)

At the turn of the 20th century, the stock of books and periodicals had outgrown John Phillips’ office and was
moved to the fourth floor of City Hall. The newly formed Birmingham Public Library Association put an end to paid
subscriptions, declaring it “free forever after.” But most of the holdings were reduced to ashes in a 1925 fire that de-
stroyed the upper floors of City Hall. Two years later, a new building was erected at the edge of what was then
called Woodrow Wilson Park. The four-story structure was clad in Indiana limestone and fashioned in a neoclassical
style.

In 1929, city officials and library leadership commissioned the artist Ezra Winter to create fairy tale murals for
the children’s department and depictions of world literature for the main reading room. Winter portrayed a scene
from Hindu scripture by showing a moment of the soul-love between Krishna the cowherd and Radha the milkmaid.

India’s all-time favorite couple is surrounded by legends from several other realms. Confucius sits nearby, be-
neath a flowering tree. Dante and Virgil are shown in profile, preparing to walk into Hell. Lancelot is shown on a gal-
loping horse, as is Don Quixote, whose squire Sancho Panza has to make do with a donkey. But the best mount in
the room belongs to Bellerophon — the muralist has captured the mythological moment when the poet captured
Pegasus, the O.G.winged horse.

Winter painted all of the murals in his New York studio, but traveled to Birmingham several times to supervise
their installation. The separate illustrations show 17 different settings — ranging from Egypt to Scandinavia — but
the artist added decorative borders and ceiling designs that unify the room into a single massive composition.

Winter was born and raised in Michigan, then graduated from the Chicago Academy of Fine Arts. He spent a
half a decade in Europe, including a three-year stint at the American Academy in Rome. He had arrived on the con-
tinent most interested in portraiture, but one look — and then another and another — at the work of French mural-
ists inspired a broader ambition. Murals became his life’s work once he returned to America. Beyond the Birming-
ham Public Library, Winter’'s work elsewhere suggests he delighted in oversized subjects: A mural at Radio City -
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Music Hall depicts the Fountain of Youth; another at the Library of Congress captures The Canterbury Tales. You
get the idea that no epic was too big and no wall was too small for him to make a mural of it.

His vivid life ended badly and too soon. While working on a mural in his Connecticut studio, Winter stepped

backward off a scaffold, fell, and broke his tailbone. The resulting injuries left him unable to paint and being unable
to paint left him unwilling to live. He died by suicide in 1949.

| don’t dwell on the artist’s death, except to daydream that his fate was like something out of a myth or fable,
just another scene from the literature he loved. None of his murals show a characters final moment. Rather we
see the most telltale times of their lives. At least in the library. At least with Radha and Krishna. The picture doesn't
give away the end of the story. Instead, it serves as an opening. Winters mural was probably the first — if not the

only — exposure to the Gita for generations of Birminghamians. At least it was for me. What a gift to learn about
love like this, in the library, with all the art and literature in the world within reach.

*hkkkkkkkkkkhkhkkkkkhkhkhkhkkhkkkkk
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|| BAGB'’s Initiative for Sculpting New Durga and Saraswati Idols ||
Arnab Ganguly

The Bengali Association of Greater Birmingham (BAGB) have been worshipping our Maa Durga and Maa Saras-
wati idols for more than 15 years now and time was ripe for a renovation of the idols. This year (2023), BAGB man-
agement have taken upon an initiative to collaborate directly with Kumartuli sculptors in Kolkata (India) to sculpt a
brand new Maa Durga and Maa Saraswati idol made of Fiberglass as per specifications of BAGB.

The process of vendor selection and ensuring the offers received were as per BAGB specs was carefully thought of
and evaluated. Three vendor offers were considered and the best one out of them was chosen.

Specifications : BAGB’s Maa Durga and Saraswati Idols are a bit unique as BAGB prefers to keep the idols inside
their respective package boxes and convert the frame of the packages into pandals. This allows lesser handling of
the idols which increases the longevity of respective idols. This concept of a “modular pandal” was designed and
implemented by our beloved Subhankar Da (Dr. Subhankar Bandopadhyay) which allowed ease and flexibility in
handling the idols, and quickness in assembling the pandals at the venue.

BAGB has decided to continue with the same design concept for both these idols;

just the scale and size will be bigger for the new idols.

Furthermore, special focus was put into use of premium quality materials such as
Plywood (of marine grade), wooden frames for supporting structure, Arms (Ostro)
of brass, use of Velvet linings, and ensuring a set of spare ornaments for future
needs. The dimensions of respective idols were carefully evaluated and package/
transport height was finalized to be within 6 feet in order to ensure easy loading
and unloading to and from trucks and storage places.

BAGB have selected reputed sculptor of Kumartuli Mr. Prosanto Pal for this ven-
ture and is very excited to see the progress and outcome of this venture.

We would like to express our heartiest thanks and gratitude to Mr. Anirban Nath
(Raghu Da) and Mr. Prabal De (Prabal Da) for Liaoning this project on BAGB'’s
behalf, who have helped us in the vendor selection and finalization process and

will be helping us in the next stages to come as well.
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From Left Mr. Prosanto Pal, Mr. Anirban Nath (Raghu
Da) and Mr. Prabal De (Prabal da)

Next steps : We are going to follow through with our sculptor (Mr. Prosanto Pal) in the next few months and hash
out all the nitty-gritty. A pre-shipment con-call to inspect the final Idols before packaging/shipping will be arranged
where BAGB members can join in and observe. Target is to ship both idols by November 2023 so that the idols
arrives at Birmingham Alabama by early January 2024.

Once the Idols arrives, BAGB members will start working on the pandal design and implementation. The common
goal is for 2024 Saraswati Puja to be done with new Saraswati Idol followed by Durga puja 2024. Of course, varia-
bles like shipping time, paperwork customs, and other logistical factors can add time and needs to be considered.

FUND RAISING INITIATIVE:

Since BAGB is a non-profit organization, a fund raising initiative has been put into place for anyone interested to
voluntarily contribute towards this BAGB initiative.

Key points to highlight are :

This is a voluntary ask.

Any donated amount is welcome and is highly appreciated.

Following Sponsorship Categories will be recognized in BAGB 2024 Annual magazine:
*  Platinum Sponsors - $1000 or more

*  Diamond Sponsors - $500 - $999

*  Gold Sponsors - $250 - $499

*  Silver Sponsors - $100 - $249

Here below is the QR code to VENMO funds to BAGB. Please ensure to

type in your <RI_FUND> in the comments section of the VENMO trans-
action.

Once again, we highly appreciate all of our supporters and donors for con-
tributing to our initiative.

Thank you,
Arnab Ganguly
(BAGB EC 2023)

5orei (SRIJANI) 62 © BAGB 2023




5oreit (SRIJANI) 63 © BAGB 2023




5oreit (SRIJANI) 64 © BAGB 2023




