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To Qun Runga Puya 2024 Spensensy
|| Pewsonal/Family Spenseny ||

Grand Sponsors
Dora Singh and Sanjay Singh
i Sati Nath, Orunima Banerjee, Enakshi Das, Anondo
Banerjee and Anirudh Pratap

Gold Sgonso
Barnita 6uha Haldar:and, Sounick Haldar

Bishaka (Pia) Sen and Sanjeev Chaudhuri
Shreyashl Ghosh ramit. Sengup‘l'a
Shreyasi Bha arya Arnab Basu
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Purba Mukherjee and Shubhasish Mukherjee
Rupkatha Ba B han and Diptiman Chanda
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Anonymous
. Anonymous |
‘Anonymous

|| Business Gponsens ||

Grand 'Sponsors
Kendall Electric

Gold Sponsors
Desi Brothers and Desi Tadka
Alabama Merchants Association

Silver Sponsors
Bawarchi Biryanis
Saffron
Mayer Electric
Exp Realty_Subbu_Bodem
Nawabi Hyderabad House (Biryani Place) Alabama
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ishaka (Pia) Sen and Sanjeev C
ata Gopal Mahto
Sati Nath, Om.lml'na nerjee and A ondo jee
- Shreyashi Ghosh Prbrm g
P ]

Plyall Dasr-a . Abhlshek Guha
Samiksha Raut and Sarang Patil
Tanushree Das and Anirban Kundu

Note: Any donated amount for RI-FUND is welcome and is highly
appreciated. Following Sponsorship Categories will be recognized
in BAGB 2025 Annual magazine:

BAGB Treasurer

@BAGE-Treasuer

¢ Platinum Sponsors - $1000 or more
¢+ Diamond Sponsors - $500 - $999
» .+ Gold Sponsors - $250 - $499
. :.' ¢ Silver Sponsors - $100 - $249
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President s Dote

The most awaited time of the year is back. It is that time of the year when the autumn breeze kisses our
forehead and whispers in our ears “Bolo Durga Mai ki Jai!!”

Every year, the four days long Durga Puja celebration is organized by our association for a single weekend
day in Birmingham, Alabama. This year will be no exception; puja rituals, fun, frolic, food coma and cultural
program are being arranged by our hardworking committee to ensure that our members and friends in and
around Birmingham have an end to end feel of the Puja vibes.

Since our childhood days we, Bengalis have worshipped Goddesses - Durga, Kaali, Saraswati, Lakshmi.
Our inner strength comes from our devotion to “Devi Sakti”.

Goddess Durga to us is “Durgoti Nashini” which means the one who eliminates sufferings and destroys evil.

This year, | can’'t help expressing my sorrow, despair, grievance due to a recent incident back in Kolkata,
India. The place where Durga Puja celebration happens with most grandeur, there a heinous crime took
place on a female doctor. On one hand, we are worshipping female God, denoting “the winning of good over
evil’, placing women at a level of utmost respect and strength, while on the other hand a woman is being
disrespected, molested and hurt. This is truly heart-wrenching and unacceptable. On behalf of our associa-
tion, | convey our condolences to the deceased victim’s family and express our strong support to the global
protest demanding justice.

To close my note, | would like to fondly remember two of the respectable founding members of our associa-
tion whom we have lost this year. Shri Mrinmoy Mandal who was appointed as the first President of this as-
sociation and Dr. Manabendra Dasgupta who had served multiple times in the board and EC. We will miss
their active engagement with the association. Finally, | would like to highlight that our association has built a
very closely knit community, serving its members since the last fourteen years. | thank each and everyone
from the bottom of my heart for your continued support and dedication to the success of our organization.

With warm regards,
Shreyashi Ghosh
BAGB President, 2024
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First Art By Auhok Saha Roy, Age 7m Stamp Painting By Aarya Ganguly, Age 3y
Infant Class, UAB Early Learning Center (Helped by Antara Ganguly Mukherjee)

Hand Print and Drawing By Ayra Mukherjee (Age 20m),
Toddler Grade and Arna Mukherjee ( Age 4y), Pre-
K1UAB, UAB Early Learning Center (Helped by An-

By Adrish Ghosh (Mimo), Age 3y
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Leaf Stamp and Tape Painting By Rupomonjori Guha (Pihu), Age 3y,
Pre-K1, UAB Early Learning Center (Helped by Abhishek Guha)

Kids lllustration By Shivangshu Haldar Banerjee, Age 5y

Kindergarten , Rocky Ridge Elementary School

e By Aparajita Kundu, Age 6y

4 ‘4;;" T Grade 1st, Basis Tucson Primary charter school, AZ
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By Sauraseni Roy (Niece of Piyali Das), By Priyasha Sengupta (cousin of Priyesh Sengupta
Class 1, Age 6y Grade 2nd, Old Donation School, Virginia Beach

By Aryahi (Rosie) Shil, Age 8y
Grade 2nd, Spoede Elementary, St. Louis, MO

By Aahir Ganguly, Age 7y
Grade 2nd,
Chelsea Park Elementary School

Art work By Aarish Das, Age 9y

é}}%’ & Grade 3rd,
T Oak Mountain Intermediate School
s
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Dome Scenery By Priyesh Sengupta, Grade 5th,
Oak Mountain Intermediate School

Artwork by Srestha Datta
(Niece of Shreyashi Ghosh),

7th Grade, The Bishop’s School, Pune,
India
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lllustrations By Sannoriyo Sanyal, By Velvet Majumdar, Age 13y
Class VIII, Chakdah Purbachal Vidyapith, India Grade 8th, Auburn Junior High

By Koushani Sarkar,
Class IX,
Chakdaha Basanta Kumari
Balika Vidyapith
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lllustration By Arnab Ganguly

lllustrations By
Tanmay Sanyal
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NNRS | Way Ray Shelton

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS

WRS Financial Services, LLC
Wealth Management Services

Affiliated company of
Way, Ray, Shelton & Co., P.C.
Certified Public Accountants & Business Consultants

216 McFarland Circle North
Tuscaloosa, AL 35406

Telephone 205/345/5860 Fax 205/345/5883
WWW.WISCPE.com
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About the author: Dr. Paul, a native of North Kolkata, India, holds a Ph.D. from the University of Kolkata. She complet-
ed her initial postdoctoral research at Bose Institute and is currently undertaking her second postdoctoral fellowship in
the Department of Pharmacology & Toxicology at the University of Alabama at Birmingham (UAB).
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A-Bhaya - Nir-Bhaya - Sa-Bhaya?

Aarvi Shah
11th Grade, Indian Springs School

My first language is English,

Second is Gujarati because family insists on it
| learned Chinese for 9 years,

Hindi is learned from Bollywood movies

And songs that we dance on all night.

Mom has been crying for last 3 days for no reason
For someone named Abhaya- she doesn't even know her

Oh, she is not really named Abhaya
Its Indian version of ‘Jane Doe’
Remember Roe V/s Wade?

Jane Doe, Jane Roe,

Abhaya, Nirabhaya

Ahhh, | get it now

| had to ask my mom what does Abhaya mean
& mom said someone who is not afraid

| asked again what does Nirbhaya mean
& mom said someone who is without fear

Hindi seems to be very rich language
For having so many words to say the same thing

Undergraduate, biology major,
MCAT, medical school
Residency, Fellowships & then the MD degree

All Indian kids in US
know & live these words every day

Be a doctor,

Be an engineer

Be a lawyer

Because that’s what you are destined to be

Abhaya was doctor

Or doctor to be

Or doctor she never will be

| am sure , her parents wish she was not doctor

She was raped

No, she was gang-raped

She committed suicide

No, she was murdered

She was cremated

No, the evidence was destroyed
She is dead

No, she is in better place

Of course, better place because
The world doesn't feel like a good place
Anymore

lllustration By Sarbodeep Paul

“‘Mom”, Hindi seems to be such a rich language
What is the name of the girl who IS AFRAID?
Sabhaya?

Today, | am not in love with my own name - Aarvi
I might as well be ‘Sabhaya’
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BAGB EVENTS

2023-2024

BAGAB Durga Puja

2023
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BAGB EVENTS
2023-2024

BAGB Saraswati Puja
2024
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BAGB EVENTS
2023-2024

Holiday Party at Unitarian Universalist Church of Birmingham

Outdoor Picnic on Pohela Boishakh at Oak Mountain Park
Friday Flicks Movie Night at City Walk Birmingham
2023-2024
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" KENDALL

ELECTRIC

A MEMBER OF THE KENDALL GROUP

Knowledgeable People Providing:

» Electrical Supplies - Lighting & Power Distribution + Energy Savings Solutions

» Support & Training = Machine Automation & Control = | ocal Inventory & Delivery

» Communication & Networking Solutions

All distributors are not equal  There
are characteristics which differentiate
them, making some different. better.
For instance, Kendall Electric.  Unlike
most large distributors, we are a 100%

employee-owned company. This means

each of us is equally committed to Commercial
providing you with the highest-quality Contractor
technological  products,  unparalleled ) Industrial

customer  service, and leading-edge Utility

capabilities, which make your life easier Telecommunications

and your businsss more successful.

Birmingham, AL 35210
1189 Grants Mill Road
205-254-3192
1-800-605-3192
Fax: 205-254-0095

Tuscaloosa, AL 35401
1323 Whigham Place
205-759-5716
1-800-263-8393
Fax: 205-345-2874

Montgomery, AL 36117
1029 Lagoon Business Loop
334-356-1845
1-866-711-8021
Fax: 334-356-2162

kendallelectric.com
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The History of the Song that is Notinee’s “Prayer Dance”
--- Dr Bisakha (Pia) Sen

It is now 18 years since Notinee Indian Dance School was born. And in countless programs that Notinee has pre-
sented on stage, the piece that has opened the performance has been the “signature song” from Rabindranath
Tagore’s “Noti’r Puja” ....and the haunting words have filled the auditorium — “Tomaar bandona mor bhongi-te aaj
sangeet-e biraaje”.

So maybe it’s time to look back once more — at this song that made history.

The year is 1927. It is the climax scene in a play. A dancing girl bedecked in splendid silk veils and jewelry ap-
proaches a dilapidated altar, amidst a chorus of curses and jeers. “Most sinful Srimati how is it your limbs are not
turned to stone yet’? “May you dance for all eternity on the burning embers of Hell!” The mocking laughter of a royal
princess rings out — “Hurry, inform the queen, she will be much amused at this spectacle.” Serving girls mutter “we
should not have to watch this” — a sharp command from the princess keeps them from leaving.

The young woman reaches the altar. She slowly turns. The first notes of music and the first words of the song
begin. “Amaae khamo he khamo, namo he namo...” (forgive me, as | bow before you). She begins her dance...and
the entire cultural landscape of India shifts.

For almost 200 years, dance as a respected art-form had essentially been dead in India. The famed temple dancers
of South India had long lost their royal patrons. Colonial British rulers with their Victorian morality had systematically
denigrated dance as immoral and vulgar. Increasingly marginalized and impoverished, dancers were resorting to
prostitution for a livelihood, which further tarnished both their image and the image of dance. In North India, the sto-
rytelling dance-form of Kathak had been reduced to being the exclusive practice of nautch girls, performing for the
pleasure of aristocratic men in drunken revelry. In short, dance was now a demeaned art, the province of ‘fallen
women’ or unsophisticated village folk, and the idea of any respectable families sending their daughters to learn
dance was unthinkable.

It was in this environment that Gurudev Rabindranath Tagore took on the challenge of reviving Indian dance to its
status of a revered art form and making it an integral part of the curriculum of his school in Santiniketan (which be-
came a liberal arts university in 1921). Tagore had close relationships with and frequently visited the royal family of
Tripura, a small state in mountainous eastern India. Thus, he was exposed to classical dance from its neighboring
state of Manipur. Tucked away from the limelight and hence the attention of British missionaries, this classical
dance form had survived relatively unscathed and the teachers who taught it — albeit almost all male — still received
some respect. Tagore’s serious experiments started with Manipuri dance gurus being invited to Santiniketan around
1920 to teach the students. Though it initially it had to be labeled as ‘physical activity’ — and the students enrolled in
classes were all male.

Some scholars note that Tagore was quite openly courting controversy in these years. He already had a stellar and
established reputation as a playwright, and he included songs in those plays, which the students of Santiniketan
performed. When Tagore first put some young boys on stage to do dance-type movements to those song numbers,
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he faced criticism from the local press. He responded by going up on stage himself in his next play,
‘Basanta’ (Spring), and leading some of the most esteemed scholars teaching at his school in a series of stylized,
rhythmic movements to accompany one of the songs! This was 1923.

Boundaries were being tested steadily in case of the female students too. They were going on-stage participating
in plays and songs. Some of the newly introduced ceremonies like the ‘briksharopan’ or ‘tree-planting’ ceremony
were now accompanied by female and male bodies moving and swaying in rhythm to songs in a way that flirted
with being “almost but not quite” dance. But the final throwing down of the gauntlet happened in 1927.

Tagore’s daughter-in-law, Protima Debi, had made a request. She wanted to take one of his early poems on a
young Buddhist girl who was martyred for her beliefs, and stage it with female students. She wanted him to tweak
it a little. Instead, Tagore decided to recreate it altogether. In the original Buddhist legend, Srimati is a palace
servant and a devotee of Buddha. A new king, a staunch Hindu reactionary ruler, forbids worship of Buddha or
maintenance of Buddhist altars on pain of death. Srimati defies him and goes to pray at one of the altars and is
killed by royal guards — thereby becoming the first female saint and martyr in Buddhist lore. Tagore’s original po-
em, ‘Pujarini’ (‘The Devotee’) follows that storyline. A humble palace servant, Srimati, goes to several royal ladies
to see if any of them will accompany her in her prayers. They are all terrified of defying the king. She goes alone
to the altar, and openly lights the lamps, knowing the palace guards will see them. They do, and Srimati is slain at
the altar while performing her prayers.

In the recreated play, Srimati is no longer a palace servant; she is re-imagined as a palace dancer or ‘Noti’. The
name of the piece is changed from ‘Pujarini’ to ‘Noti’r Puja’ (The Dancer’s Prayer). And the first part of the play is
packed with unsubtle references to societal mindset, where the royal women repeatedly make denigrating refer-
ences to the immorality of dancers dance itself. For example, when one character says that Srimati’s spirituality
might earn her entry into heaven —an arrogant princess snickers that “dancing girls will probably dance even
when they get to heaven”.

The build-up to the climax occurs when this same princess realizes that Srimati intends to offer prayers at the al-
tar of Buddha in defiance of the king’s orders and is willing to become a martyr. In a gesture of pure spite to hu-
miliate Srimati and insult the memory of Lord Buddha, she procures a royal order that Srimati will have to dance
at the altar. One of the most dramatic moments in the play is when the order is announced — “Where she planned
to offer prayers as a devotee, she will now perform as a dancing girl!” The announcement is met by shock and
horror by the palace women who still secretly honor Buddha. They are convinced that Srimati will refuse and face
the king’s wrath. They are even more shocked and horrified when she serenely, even joyfully, agrees to dance.
One might imagine the anticipation and tension the first time the play was staged. When Gouri Bose, daughter of
the eminent artist and art-teacher Nandalal Bose, approached the altar in Srimati’s role. The dialogues of other
actors — expressing horror, condemnation, mockery -- are deliberately designed to capture what society’s morality
police might be muttering under their breath. There is also a brilliant feint, where a powerful older royal lady offers
Srimati poison right before she reaches the altar -- to allow her a noble death and avoid a ‘fate-worse-than-death’
so to speak. One can almost imagine a collective faint sigh of relief among the audience -- surely this will be a
more ‘familiar’ ending -- Srimati will opt for death by drinking poison and join the many Indian heroines who have
gone down in legend for choosing a noble death over dishonor. And one can imagine the renewed tension when
fSTeTrg ¥ (Tilottama) 46 © BAGB 2024



Srimati gently waves away the well-intentioned lady and continues to the altar. She pauses. She turns. And the
first notes of music begin.

It is complete folly to try to rank Tagore’s songs either in order of quality of music or profoundness of lyrics. But |
will risk saying that this song is one of his greatest compositions. There is no lack of devotional songs in India --
the repertoires of the temple dancers are full of pieces in praise of Hindu deities. But those songs focus on the
deities themselves, their features and attributes, their weapons and jewelry, their great deeds and glory, and end
with some proclamation of heartfelt devotion by the dancer.

In Srimati’s song, the deity is not even named -- there is just one reference to ‘the Incomparable One’ (‘Nirupam’).
Instead, the lyrics focus upon the bliss of dancing, and worship as embodied in and created through the physical
movement of dance. Tagore appears to be confronting head-on both the taboo of female body in deliberate and
liberated movement, of a woman taking unadulterated joy in the art of dance. It is notable the frequency with
which Srimati’'s song refers to her body in motion, and her heart overflowing with the ‘rasa’ or grace of dance: “my

heart overflows with the beauty of dance, and rings out with joy“; “the language that my whole body creates is a
chant-free prayer”; “I bring a body that moves unfettered”; “I worship you with my movements.”

As she dances, Srimati pulls off her heavy jewelry and casts aside the superfluous silk veils. By the end she is
dancing in a simple robe that befits an ascetic nun rather than a palace dancer. It is so clear that her dance has
elevated itself to the level of worship that the reluctant palace guards have no choice but to concede that she has
violated the king’s orders against worshipping Buddha. As she concludes her dance and bows before the altar,
they move in to kill her, though they weep as they do so. Thereafter, the play ends rather perfunctorily, with a
messenger arriving to announce that the king is overcome with repentance hearing about Srimati’s actions and
her death, and that the worship of Buddha is to be allowed again across the kingdom. All other characters depart
to prepare a glorious funeral for Srimati, while the princess who started it all remains alone on stage, slowly sink-
ing to her knees beside Srimati’'s body and murmuring a prayer of contrition.

It is unfortunate that no records exist on exactly what the initial reaction was to the play the first time it was staged
in 1927. What is known is that before long it was being lauded widely, and Tagore was even approached to allow
it to be filmed. The ripples of change spread rapidly across India. In 1928, a young Brahmin lady approached the
famous ballet dancer, Anna Pavlova, to learn ballet, but heeded Pavlova’s advice to focus on reviving Indian clas-
sical dance instead. And thus --in 1935, Rukmini Devi Arundale did her solo stage debut in the style disparagingly
referred to as ‘dasi-attam’ and rejuvenated it under the new name of ‘Bharatnatyam’. Soon after, she started the
now world-famous Bharatnatyam dance school of Kalakshetra. Around the same time, another protégé of Anna
Pavlova returned to India after touring around the world demonstrating Indian dance. He too started his own
school. His name Uday Shankar.

Tagore, in the meantime, continued with his own experimentations. He now turned towards creating a ‘pan Indian’
dance style. This style, in the words of Protima Debi, would be a ‘chemical synthesis’ of different classical and folk
forms from all across the country, no longer restricted to being identified with just one region. Thus, Manipuri from
eastern India was blended with Kathakali and Bharatnatyam from southern India, with Garba from Gujarat, with
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the dance of Baul minstrels from Bengal. Other forms sometimes added to the mix included Kandy from Sri
Lanka and Javanese dance from Bali. The wife of one of Tagore’s grandnephews was even sent to Europe to
train in Western dance. Tagore also proceeded to write his dance-dramas centered on strong female protagonists
like ‘Chitrangada’ and ‘Chandalika’. One might say that, of all Tagore’s works, these today are perhaps the best
known to the larger population of Bengal.

And in the decades since then, a huge sea change had occurred in Indian attitudes towards dance! Now it is rare
that a young middle-class Indian girl does not get enrolled in a dance class at least once in her lifetime! A daugh-
ter going up on stage to dance is now an occasion for celebration among cultured families. Today, among the
Indian diaspora in the US, the ‘solo stage debut’ in Indian classical dance has become one of the ultimate rites of
passage and markers of cultural identity for girls. In the meantime, a spirited and healthy debate continues about
the right balance between classical purity and experimentation, best practices for quality maintenance, and using
dance beyond just cultural practice — but for wellness therapy as well.

Standing in this vastly altered landscape, reveling in the respect that today’s Indian female dancers command --
it is worth looking back for a moment to that scene almost 100 years ago. When a poet’s vision came to fruition
on stage. When all the voices of condemnation finally fell silent. When actors on stage and audience alike
watched with rapt attention as history was made before their eyes.

And amidst this silence, a young woman danced alone.
“I have not picked flowers from the woodlands

Nor brought any fruit

The vessels are empty | have not brought holy water.
But | have brought a body that moves unfettered

A heart that pours forth unnamed joy

And this is what | lay at your feet

As the sacred offerings of prayer

| worship you with my movements

“Noti’r Puja” performed by

Amidst this music tonight.”
Notinee Indian Dance Group
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|| The Grey Bengal ||

=== Dr. Kaustav Ganguly

Bengal is one of the colorful place in the world, but the heart is in different shades of grey. The beautiful
light and the expression of freedom is what we see in our city. Through my lens, | present to you "The
Grey Bengal' - a poignant tapestry of contrasts, where light and darkness, joy and sorrow, intertwine.

Kaustav: | am a photographer by passion interested in street and human-interest photography. | like to look
into the life of a place which is mainly from the people and their interaction. | am a postdoctoral research
associate at St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital.
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|| Serving Others ||

Heike Harris

Life is so busy, and time just seems to slip through our fingers. As | write this it's already late July and goodness,
where did the time go as it seems that Summer just began. When we were younger, summer seemed like such
a long period of time! Long hours to stay outside and play with neighborhood friends and we couldn’t wait to get
back to school to play with classmates. But now it slips through our hands like water.

I’'m a banker and I've been entrusted with the finances of many clients and customers. It's such a privilege to be
granted the trust and confidence by individuals for an asset of such importance. | work with a community bank
after 20 years of an almost full career period with a large regional institution. The experience and growth |
gained from that time was exceptional; but sadly, as organizations grow, they lose their local feel. When you
have meetings to discuss agendas for meetings or when you have too many boxes that need to be checked de-
spite the customers’ needs; | think you’ve missed the purpose your organization was designed to address.

I’'m not a bank jumper, but the opportunity to join a new organization and especially a brand-new bank...that was
too good to pass up. What a wonderful new chapter the change provided! | have now had an additional 19
years with this institution and have participated in growth of seed money become the largest bank in our munici-
pality and the best bank in Alabama. Rewards for sticking with what you believe in repays you ten-fold.

| say this to come back to serving others. Our institution was founded on the principal of bringing banking back
to its roots; taking care of your friends and neighbors. Recognizing the individuals you see in the grocery store,
the pharmacy or at the hospital...they’re your neighbors, friends and even family. This is what life is about; the
ability to be a servant to someone with an ‘asset’ that might be their most important treasure at any moment in
time. A friend told me once, “the way you take care of your clients is more your ministry or a testament of your
faith than you may realize.” The thought of that brought tears to my eyes as I've never seen it in that light; but if
she felt | served her well then maybe it was my ministry in its own way. |'ve always strived to treat others the
way | want to be treated; respect the dignity of everyone in all you do and recognize it might be you next time. |
hope to ‘pay it forward’ with my personalization and care of my clients and the confidential, personal information
they share with me, entrust in me and in the way it allows me to assist them.

When the day is done, | hope the manner in which | served my clients is remembered. That’s the most important

thing to me.

kkkkkkhkkkkkhhkkhkkkkkkhkkkkkk

About the author by Sati Nath: | inherited Heike as my personal banker through my late husband, Dr Bandy. |
have known her since the time Subhankar started working in DCH, Tuscaloosa. Whenever | go to see her, we
talk about everything under the sun. | have been urging her to write something for a while. So happy that it hap-

pened this year.
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2798 John Hawkins Pkwy, Suite 108,
Hoover, AL - 35244

{0 = TRSTENHA

i wm:a&smmm
DINE IN

BUYING OR SELLING YOUR PROPERTY?
BODEMS REALTY IS HERE TO HELP!

BUY WITH SELL WITH
CONFIDENCE SUCCESS
ex P - THE BEST HOME - SHOWCASE YOUR
TAILORED TO YOUR PROPERTY TO QUALIFIED
Subbu Bodem  LIFESTYLE AND BUDGET & MOTIVATED BUYERS
205-566-4123
bodemsrealty@gmailcom  « GET THE BEST PRICE & - LISTINGS ON THE
TERMS FOR YOUR DREAM BEST LOCAL SALES
HOME CHANNELS
Bl
- THE BEST SCHOOLS & - YOUR HOME SELLS
NEIGHBORHOODS FOR YOUR FOR ITS HIGHEST
FAMILY! VALUE

CONTACT US NOW TO HAVE YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS
SERVICED BY 20+ YEARS OF DIRECT COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT!
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About the author: Sudipa Mukherjee Sanyal is a
dedicated teacher and loving family person. She
teaches Biological Sciences at Hingnara Anchal
Public Institution in West Bengal, India, and bal-
ances her professional ambition with being a de-
voted wife and mother of two beloved children.
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|| Echoes of a Silent Scream ||

-- Avraneel Paul

Will we be heard? Why are we doing this? Will it ever matter?

These questions did not trouble the 19-year-old boy on the streets of Los Angeles in 1962, holding a poster high above
his head, “No Justice! No Peace!” He wanted to express his rage. He demanded basic human rights. So did we.

Birmingham and Kolkata belong to two different hemispheres of the globe, 8,543 miles apart from each other. Yet, the
distance was forgotten by the citizens of Birmingham on August 23rd, when they stood together, clad in black, hoisting
the posters “We want Justice!”

On August 9th, Kolkata etched a bloody mark on the heart of the nation when a trainee doctor was found brutally raped
and murdered in the seminar hall of a renowned medical college in the city. The incident was tragic, inhumane, but not
rare.

This was not the first such heinous crime of the year. In 2021, a total of 31,677 rape cases were reported all over the
country, 31,000 in 2022, and around 32,000 in 2024. Tragically, it seemed like “it happens.”

Then why did the country roar for one such incident? Because rather than an isolated event, it was a tipping point.

India is a vast country of 1.4 billion people. Every turn of the road brings one to a new culture, new people. Yet, on Au-
gust 15th, at midnight of their 78th Independence Day, the nation became whole. Women from different parts of the
country “claimed the night” when they marched down the street. Children rallied behind their mothers and grandmoth-
ers, urging for a country where they might feel safe.

The protest could not be confined to the city. Within a few weeks, it spread throughout the nation and crossed its bor-
ders. Many cities and university campuses across the U.S., U.K., and Germany witnessed peaceful gatherings, con-
veying a message of solidarity, more than a mere cry for justice.

On August 23rd, citizens of Birmingham gathered around the Hill Center of the University of Alabama at Birmingham
(UAB). Students, doctors, homemakers, even parents visiting their children abroad, stood shell-shocked.
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Captured By Vijay Singh & Rudradip Pattanayak
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A few gathered the courage to utter a few words, while most of us suppressed the rising pain in our throats. | remem-
ber an eight-year-old kid asking her mother, “Mom, what has happened? Why have we gathered here?” Her mom
hesitated. Should she shatter such blissful obliviousness? Or let her child face the harshest truth of her life? The
brave mother chose the latter.

We waited for two more weeks, with a bleak hope of justice, and when it did not come, we gathered again and asked,
“When?” I R(J7?

Captured By Rudradip Pattanayak & Abhishek Guha

So why do we raise our voices? Why did we protest? Did we hope that the deaf ears will listen to us and act? No, we
wanted to make a statement. To assure the mother of an unfortunate that the hearts of her sons and daughters stay-
ing miles away ache with a similar pain, that they also demand the same thing: justice!

Two months have passed since the loss. We've returned to the familiar rhythm of school festivals, but the joy is mut-
ed. While we might wear a mask of normalcy, our hearts ache beneath. The festive sounds of music, dance, and dra-
ma might fill the auditorium, but even the slightest mention of August 9th casts a shadow of silence.

We will never forget, never forgive. Not until justice is served."
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Bio: Liana Islam, originally from Dhaka, Bangla-
desh, holds a Master of Science degree from
Johns Hopkins University. She is currently pur-
suing her Ph.D. within the Department of Chem-
istry at the University of Alabama at Birmingham
(UAB).

© BAGB 2024



Capturing Moments:
Astrophotography and Travel Through My Lens

== Amitesh Sahoo

A Boy's Dream at Badrinath:

For this young boy, happiness isn't about material possessions, but about the
freedom to chase his dreams. Captured at Badrinath Bus Depot, this image
reveals the story of a boy whose aspirations transcend his humble beginnings.
His eyes sparkle with a fierce determination, despite the modest toy car crafted
by his father due to financial constraints. His ultimate dream is to drive his own
car, to explore the world beyond this small town. It's a powerful reminder that
true wealth lies in our dreams and the love we share.

Sky full of Stars:

Looking up at the night sky, | feel a sense of wonder. The stars, like scat-
tered diamonds, shine brightly against the endless darkness. It's amazing
how the vastness of the universe can make you feel both small and con-
nected to something greater. Each star, a beacon in the unknown, reminds
me that there’s always light even in the deepest of nights. | think about how
many people before me have gazed up at the same sky, searching for an-
swers, comfort, or simply dreaming. The stars seem to link us across time,
connecting our hopes and desires, as if we're all part of a shared journey
through the cosmos. This image holds that moment for me—a quiet, end-
less night, filled with possibilities.

Above the World: Summit of Kedarkantha

The sun shines brilliantly over snow-covered peaks, casting its warmth over
the frozen landscape. Standing here, it feels as though I’'m on top of the world,

looking out at an endless horizon of mountain ranges. Each ridge seems to
fold into the next, creating a natural rhythm that stretches beyond the eye’s
reach. In moments like this, the world below seems distant, and time slows
down. The crisp air, the soft crunch of snow beneath my feet, and the sun’s
gentle embrace make everything feel timeless. It's a reminder that in nature’s
vastness, we find both our limits and our boundless dreams.
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Celestial Symphony:

Under the blanket of night, the stars form a dazzling canopy over
Parashar Lake, Himachal Pradesh, India. The Milky Way stretches
across the sky, creating a serene harmony between the heavens
and the tranquil waters below. In this moment of quiet reflection,
the vastness of the universe feels both distant and intimately close,
as if time itself has paused to admire the view. The crisp mountain
air and the soft rustle of the breeze heighten the sense of peace,
making it easy to forget the world beyond these peaks. In this soli-
tude, the stars serve as silent companions, offering a gentle re-

minder of how vast and interconnected everything truly is.

llluminating the Infinite:

And then, the universe said- “Let me show your
soul something you’'ve never seen before”.
Among the vast expanse of stars and the Milky
Way, a single beam of light shoots up into the
sky. Taken at Parashar Lake, Himachal Pra-
desh India, this image is one of my personal
favorites, combining the surreal beauty of the
night sky with a touch of human-made light.

About the author: Passionate traveler and astrophotography enthusiast, Amitesh is currently pursuing his Master's in
Data Science at the University of Alabama at Birmingham (UAB). In addition to his academic pursuits, he serves as an
International Mentor with INTO UAB, guiding fellow students through their academic journey.
amitesh06071998@gmail.com
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Snehasis Mishra, PhD

Postdoctoral Fellow,

Cell, Developmental, & Integrative Biology,
UAB School of Medicine
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|| Nobody ||

-- Vedika Sharma

Deep under the ocean there lived a man. He was strong and roamed the sea as his own. His crew fol-
lowed him loyally from unexplored volcanic islands to the depths of the ocean, far beyond the thought of
others. The sea became his life. His life became the sea. When the waves crashed down upon his hull,
he matched the waves with the same intensity. He barreled his ship through the monstrous waves and
fought back against whirlpools. When the sea was calm, when the sun gave off rays of light and the wa-
ter glistened like diamonds. When the salty ocean breeze swept through his hair and the crystal water
showed its wonders, he would show his treasures back. He would document the mysteries and
acknowledge the great vastness of the unknown. As the waves ebbed and flowed, so would he. When
he left the land, he chose a new identity. One fit of a true seaman. He understood how insignificant he
was compared to the sea. He saw hundreds of shipwrecks. Ships that held men of great arrogance. Men
who ordered statues of themselves be created so they could marvel at their own glory. Men who thought
they owned everything yet still searched for more. Those same men were now at the bottom of the sea
floor. He didn’t want to be like them. He accepted his lowly rank in the natural order. His understanding
left him with the conclusion that he should be addressed by one name only: Captain Nemo, Captain No-
body.
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About the author, by Sati Nath:

(o WAPTQ® @I Isimply loved it. The reason Sarbari,
our common friend, said that is my mother and her mother
were the Best of Friends after my family moved back to
Delhi in 1986. Sumita’s house and my house are separat-
ed by an alley in C.R. PARK.

And, drumroll please---

Sumita is going to do Durga Puja as a priest this year in
BAGB!
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Girls
-- Vedika Sharma

Lips. Hair. Shoes.
Shoes. Hair. Lips.
Nails. Lashes. Jocks.
Skirts. Jewelry. Tops.
Round. And round. And round. | spin.

Girls. Gossip. Shave.
Eyebrows. Purses. Babes.
Heels. Dresses. Neckline.

Make-up. Blouses. Fine.
Round. And round. And round. | spin.

Books. Backpacks. Notes.
Pencils. Binders. Calculators.
Water. Papers. Chromebooks.

Folders. Flashcards. Notebooks.
Round. And round. And round. | spin.

Teachers. Grades. Assignments.
Homework. Schoolwork. More work.
Studies. Classes. Schedules.
Periods. Attendance. GPA.
Round. And round. And round. | spin.

Two girls. Two ways. Two lives.
In the end. Neither survives.

Lips. Hair. Dresses.
Notes. Homework. Books.
Make-up. Binders. Looks.
GPA. Purses. Notebooks.
Round. And round. But then | stop.

Stop the madness. Stop the extremes.
Stop the pressure. Stop the screams.
Stop the lies. To myself and me.
Find the balance. In between.
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|| WINDOW FROM THE WORLD ||

“After the Birmingham Church Bombing, the People of Wales
Shared a View of Grief — and Hope”

-- Glenny Brock

At 10:22 a.m. on Sept. 15, 1963, a bomb exploded in the 16th Street Baptist Church in downtown Birmingham. Four
children perished; their names were Addie Mae Collins, Denise McNair, Carole Robertson and Cynthia Morris Wes-
ley.

Later that day, a white Birmingham police officer shot and killed a Black teenager named Johnny Robinson. The 16-
year-old was shot in the back as he and other boys were running from the police, after being harangued by white
teenagers and throwing rocks to defend themselves.

Across town that same afternoon, two white teenagers “playing” with a new pistol after an anti-integration rally men-
aced brothers James and Virgil Ware. A 13-year-old eighth grader, Virgil died while riding on the handlebars of his
brother’s bicycle. The 16-year-old shooter eventually received a suspended sentence of just seven months for man-
slaughter.

This photo is of the Wales Window for Alabama, .
installed in the 16th Street Baptist Church in 1964. sl N
Created by the artist John Petts, the window was ot

a qift to the church from the people of Wales and

replaced one destroyed in the bombing. The in- SN by 6
scription comes from Matthew 25:40 —

s

“You do it to me.”

al
7 A
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|| CONFLICT/ 377 ||

—Tribute of A Sixty-Four-Year-Old Daughter—
By Sati Nath

IR WET e 2 IR WF0O (January 18, 2024) | NN B-foxy M A ffE (MR (AN, =F 92N A A0S
S TS| 82 STV (T (AN [ ARFTH FIG AFS AN 87 5571 =T (TOI|

T Guwahati-(® IS AR S A AT Fe3- TS plan FIETN| (RO YF WO #e13-9 | FIFRY,
qFo| R Google (MUY trip plan PRI NN IV, Sacred Forest-4 (0o | “(61 F IoMm?” "l ]|
JI]ATF SCO7 H2B™ IQT W5 A RATN !

Google (ATF TS (577 Mawphlang Sacred Forest! (XM« MR WINK 4F P | NG FAQ N (@7 Na F9
N (O1? M, A SR | NTN-F ORI I MG} ALCS =41 SR guide ST o1 IBHT (FLEAG SNTRF (RATS
(MATT®-2 ARG TSI (PG heart AT 2R B e, Rhododendron F& ™4 vine (?) TATT TH6 IV |

([RNT STV GH(EIR (P 0O 26| Quiz-A8 TO(F (1N | JF0T AT 561 SN WRGIT &N B, "What is our
most sacred tree?” | looked at that very unknown tree and discarded all the answers bubbling up. Then it flashed. | ex-
claimed, “Rudraksha” and made all three of us very pleased with ourselves. | had never seen a Rudraksha tree before.
We gathered Rudraksha from the ground and identified a few more trees! In other words, the cup of our joy and adven-
ture was spilling over!

But Strangely, | was having a Surreal parallel-verse experience the whole Time | was in that Space. | was mindfully in
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the present all the time. While, at the same time, | was fully immersed in
the memory of the day | had spent with my dad in that same Space—

Fifty years ago —

IR SR W SR ARG G’ | FIFRIII MO 8 TEoR | (IS (IO
IR K K I (IS [FR — AATol, Fed, e, BN GEARI F1S &
O (AP AR FA1 AW 11 Indigenous population-8 A2 S| &
IS *EF G N | AL (FR g Graon as-is A4 F 91 3770

[T foF, B9 I warning (M8TTS IC® 1KY 26N, FI_T, =N (o7 (R5
JIE6T 2| (PN I1F I G52 AT IR ? OTRNGT (STNTH training- N (ATH

QN g (RUK FA O[OS AN W | O IR 5@ =6 | NN NG A ASF G NG (O (AT,
identify B0 FLCO ey |

Sacred Forest -4 BUF (9N SIOT QYR (N W YA JF A orchid. 1970-09, whenlwas 10, I AfE
IARI (Indian Agricultural Research Institute) (TR ME R W Indian Botanical Garden (IBG)-(®9l IBGH orchid
collection (AT TS WY orchid fovorN v Guf=vl, ﬁT@” (Y ¥ (S (T Sacred Forest-4d9 MR TR orchid
SR STNICANR 20 S &7 IRA | TN T2 GRIANR A T RGO FARI IRAS (O TS 1 F (HLATS (A
NI & Lin JH0] WY reflection (AR 2 IRT TS Florida-(® Disney-9 Animal Kingdom-4 G| “TT
GURMGT (I dripping with flowering orchids! fATSd W T*iee foay @Yl 58 (@1 [P~ T =WE
ﬁ@(‘lﬂ?—ﬂ' intense discomfort started seeping into my absorption.

3 JCACR ARI?”
" 4% orchid-BI ®INIHA IBG -7 collection -4 (W2 |
IICE‘I’?II

"QF Gfow N7 [T pleaded withme.” 9 (¢ Botanical Garden -4 T AT MR, T, P, el (MO |
®IQIGI scientific collection-dd & JF6T AN WY, ©I2 NI?”

“Hmmm!” | guess | gave him a smirk only a teenager (I was 14 then) could give her father. (@ JIEH  WwE YO
BI9F (]EINOT IBG collection- A7 IRCH JFGI orchid (ATLR (¥ FATH (R |

PO WY (M| PO N Py =AIA, €2 72" IQ kept on pleading with me =N Fg N1 Pack FE Hre
SRS FARAN | [FF 2MI-ON [T MIREATT (T HNE Hg™ |

This year | realized how CONFLICTED my dad had felt 50 years ago. | realize he was basically pleading with him-
self. In the end his scientific training and passion for his job won. Not adding a new orchid to the existing collection of
IBG was quite unthinkable.

This year | wondered what the name of that particular Orchid was. Did it survive all its travels?

WG AP IR VN, (1R Sacred Forest RINGIY SOGE IR(IT I PG AfO passion-(F WA SINE un-
conditional support, GINTETN TN T& % ANN!
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Entrance to the Mawphlang Sacred Forest. In the back-
ground THme To WMAF #UE (crimson) Rhododendron

B2 is quite visible. The guide fed us the petals. Told us

they make wine from Rhododendron flowers.
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About the author: Dr. Sati Nath inherited her love of
Trees and Travel from her father Dr. Nirmalendu Nath.
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In Loving Remembrance of Manabendra Da
-- Dr Bisakha (Pia) Sen

In loving memory of Dr Manabendra Dasgupta (our Manabendra da) of Birming-
ham, Alabama, husband of Dr Susmita Dasgupta and father of Jhilam Dasgupta.
Manabendra da lived in Birmingham and served as faculty member at UAB for
more than 32 years. He was one of the founding members of BAGB and served
multiple terms on both Board of Directors and EC. Manabendra da was a con-
noisseur of life — a lover of fine coffee and good wine; a dapper gentleman who
appreciated a well-cut suit; an aficionado of football, travel, and a good conversa-
tion. Above all, he was a soft spoken man with quiet strength of character, who

could always be counted on to do the ethical thing. We in BAGB will always re-

Manabendra Dasgupta member him with respect, with love and with gratitude.

February 9, 1955 - June 25, 2024

fotarg =T (Tilottama) 75 © BAGB 2024



|| From Coast to Community ||

A Timeline of Maa Durga's Journey to Irondale Middle School
-- Abhishek Guha

Finally, after months of anticipation, the idols of Maa Durga and Maa Saraswati have arrived, bringing joy and excite-
ment to our community! With heartfelt appreciation, | would like to acknowledge the tremendous support of Mr. Anirban
Nath (Raghu Da), Mr. Prabal De (Prabal Da), Sati Di, and Arnab (Ganguly) Da, who made it possible for the idols to ar-
rive at the New Jersey port from Kolkata on February 15, 2024. The shipment reached Birmingham at the warehouse on
February 22nd.

The next day, Arnab Da, Sanjeev Da, and | picked up the idols from the warehouse and brought them directly to Sati Di's
place in Riverchase. Special thanks to Sarang Ji for providing his Honda Odyssey to attach the U-Haul trailer to
transport Maa Durga's box. | was fortunate to transport Maa Saraswati's box in my car.

Unboxing and First Impressions

When we reached Sati Di's place in the evening, several volunteers, including Samiksha Ji, Antara, Deblina, Piyali,
Madhuparna, Shubhasish Da, Sarang Ji, Sounick Da, Sarbodeep Da, Rohit, Kallol, Avraneel, Leena, Sachi, and espe-
cially the enthusiastic little ones— Rup, Aarya, Shiva, Aahir, and Parth, gathered to help with unboxing. The stunning
devotional art left everyone in awe. After unboxing, the new idols were repacked, and we enjoyed a nice samosa and
kalakand party sponsored by BAGB.

From Vision to Reality: Modular Storage Box and Pandal Creation

Our next goal was to create a modular storage/transport box and the pandal/frame (originally introduced by our beloved
Subhankar Da) for the Durga idol. Two teams took the initiative: one for boxing/framing, led by Arnab Da, and another
for decorating the frame/pandal, led by Dipannita and Sarbodeep Da.

Taking the First Ste

Towards end of June and early July, a group of volunteers, including Arnab Da, Sarbodeep Da, Prasanta Da,
Shreyashi Di, Dipannita, Avraneel, Madhuparna, and little Sanvika gathered to purchase materials from Home Depot,
followed by team meetings to discuss and refine design concepts.

fotarg =T (Tilottama) 76 © BAGB 2024



On July 28th, the team began constructing the storage box and frame at Sati Di's place. Sounick Da helped Arnab Da
cut the lumber and plywood, and | joined after lunch.

Sarbodeep Da, Avraneel, and Madhuparna worked out precise geometrical measurement for the frame/pandal. Four
experts from diverse age groups (Sati Di, Aahir, Rup, and Aarya) visited to oversee the process. Piyali took photo-
graphs, and Antara ordered pizza for the volunteers. Sati Di provided coffee and Kaju Katlis.

Initiation of Frame Decor

From the end of July to mid-August, Dipannita and Sarbodeep Da worked hard to prepare designs for the frame and
made significant progress.

Storage Box Completion

On August 25th, Sanjeev Da and Pramit Da arrived at Sati Di's place to help transport the frame to Dipannita and
Prasanta Da's place for art and designing. Arnab Da, Sounick Da, Prasanta Da, Mukherjee Da, Avraneel, Aahir, and |
worked together to complete the storage box.
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Final Touches

On September 18th, Dipannita informed the team that the design for the frame/pandal had been finalized, and artwork
would begin soon. Dipannita, Sarbodeep Da, and Prasanta Da obtained the necessary art supplies from Home Depot
on September 19th and worked tirelessly over the next two days to color the frame and attach frame molding.

Storage Box Wheel Assembl

On September 21st, Arnab Da, Sounick Da, Prasanta Da, Mukherjee Da, Rohit, and Mimi gathered at Sati Di's place to
attach wheels to the storage box. Sanjeev Da treated the volunteers with Biriyani!

Durga ldol Finishing Touches

On September 28th, a team consisting of Arnab da, Sanjeev da, Avraneel, Deblina, and Kallol met at Sati Di’s place for
minor decorations and to mend a few damages suffered during transportation.

Artwork Completion

Between late September and early October, Dipannita, Sarbodeep Da, Prasanta Da, and of course little Sanvika
worked diligently to complete the artwork for the frame/pandal.

A Heartfelt Thank You

On behalf of the BAGB executive committee, we extend our deepest gratitude to all volunteers and RI-Fund sponsors
for their invaluable support. Your contributions have made this initiative possible.

We eagerly await the inauguration of our brand-new Durga Idol and Pandal. Join us for Durga Puja on October 12,
2024, at Irondale Middle School.
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BAGB is delighted to extend its heartfelt gratitude to Mr. Arnab Ganguly, whose exception-
al artwork (shown below) has been democratically chosen by the Executive Committee to
adorn the front cover of Tilottama, 2024.

Congratulations!

A young solitary girl dances happily and fearlessly amidst the darkness of a dense forest,
surrounded by twinkling fireflies, filling the night sky with a vibrant joyful atmosphere. This
artwork honors Tilottama, reminding us of the beauty and innocence that deserves protec-
tion. May we create a world where every woman can dance, work, and live with joy, safety,
and freedom.
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Going further.
Staying local.

At Bryant Bank, we're committed to
helping you reach your goals- right here in

BRYANT BANK our home state of Alabama. We invite you
to stop by and experience the difference
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your very own Bryant Banker.
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