HIKING TRAILS IN AND AROUND BRYCE RESORT

For beautiful scenery, good photos, and NOT MUCH HIKING: Go past the Community Store in Basye (263) and make the first right onto Rt. 717 (Alum Springs Rd. towards Jerome). Go approximately 3 miles and turn left onto Rt. 720 (Crooked Run Rd.). Drive to the top of GREAT NORTH MOUNTAIN where you will see towers. This is the end of the trail for the North Mountain. Take field glasses and a camera for the greatest pictures ever! 

Farther out on Rt. 717 towards Columbia Furnace, you will see signs for Wardensville, WV. Rt. 691 will take you to ridgeline of Great North Mountain. There are several trails, Big Sluss and Little Sluss as well as the beginning of the North Mountain Trail, which ends at the towers mentioned above.

North Mountain Trail on the Lee Ranger District of the George Washington National Forest runs along the ridgeline of Great North Mountain, where hikers are treated to spectacular views of the Allegheny Mountains to the west and the Shenandoah Valley to the east. The trail follows the boundary between Virginia and West Virginia.

The 6.5 mile trail meanders through a series of open woods and bear oak thickets. Mountain Laurel, Hawthorne and Greenbrier grow abundantly along the trails edge. Stone mile markers, remnants of an earlier day are visible from the trail. Hikers will find two abandoned home sites at the edge of the trail near areas designated by fruit trees and an old stone wall. 

Great North Mountain is not recommended for the beginning hiker. Although the trail generally follows the top pf Great North Mountain, it contains several short, steep grades and the path is often rocky. The average elevation is about 3000 feet.

A wildlife clearing at 6.4 miles is posted “No Camping”. Otherwise primitive camping is permitted along the trail (no water sources neat the trail).

The North Mountain Trail is easily recognized. At the beginning of the trail along Rt. 691 follow the right fork, which is marked with an orange blaze. Laurel Run Jeep Trail, to the left also begins at this point.

Two excellent side trails are accessible from the main trail. Stack Rock Trail, marked with a purple blaze, begins on the left side of North Mountain at 2.2 miles and travels east, then south. A few feet farther South Falls Ridge Trail, marked with a yellow blaze, intersects the main trail.

TOMAHAWK POND, a government recreation area offers hiking, picnicking and trout fishing (special license required) located about 4 miles south of Orkney Springs on Rt. 610.

In the immediate Bryce Resort Area, feel free to hike in the undeveloped areas, which offer nice views of the scenic valley and abundant wildlife. There is also a hiking trail around Lake Laura, which takes approximately one hour to complete. Visitors enjoy the many miles of roads throughout the Bryce area. 
Enjoy your hiking!
