
  
 

He is not 
yawning because 
he is tired. He is 
anxious and he 
hopes you will 
leave him alone.

 

  

A tail tucked in, 
even if wagging 
a bit, means a 
very worried dog.  
“Please stay away 
from me.”
 

  

This dog is 
turning her head 
away in order to 
avoid confl ict. 
She doesn’t want 
to be bothered.

  

The “freeze and 
stare” is a very 
dangerous sign!
This dog will bite 
if you persist.

Dogs Don't Bite   Out of the Blue."
Many bites can be prevented if people 
learn to read a dog’s body language.

This dog’s whole 
body is wagging 
calmly and he is 
panting. He is 
happy to see you.

  

  

Her tail is high, 
her body is stiff 
and her mouth is 
closed. “I’m 
warning you. 
Back off!”   

  
The tongue fl ick 
and the slow, stiff 
tail wag tell you 
this dog is very 
unsure. “Go away.”

  

  

The half-moon 
eye and the 
closed mouth tell 
you this dog is 
uncomfortable.
“Leave me alone!”

For more information about dog bite 
prevention, visit www.doggonesafe.com.p
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