
On September 9, as we celebrate World First Aid Day, let’s
remember of our work around the world. St. John promotes
physical, mental and spiritual health and resilience in 44
countries, mostly in the Commonwealth. The Order delivers
its charitable activities through local St. John Ambulance
organisations and the St. John of Jerusalem Eye Hospital in
Jerusalem. Each year, its: 
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The Order of St. John,
formally known as The
Most Venerable Order of
the Hospital of Saint John
of Jerusalem, is a Royal
Order of Chivalry first
constituted as such by
Royal Charter from Queen
Victoria in 1888. Today, St.
John  delivers first aid,
healthcare, and support
services around the world. 1.6 million received

care

people 
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https://www.stjohninternational.org/worldwide-work
https://www.stjohninternational.org/worldwide-work
https://stjohneyehospital.org/


Distinguished members of the great family of St. John – Canada,

Across the globe, St. John volunteers, staff, and members of the Order have all the
reasons to celebrate the work and  achievements of our Order. Under one banner,
one eight-pointed white cross, we can celebrate the roles we hold in the local
communities,  reminding us once again of our St. John’s shared mission to be a
global leader in first aid and medical responses.  

Here in Canada, from coast to coast, I have witnessed the impact of our 10,000
volunteers and employees who have enabled Canadians to improve their health,
safety and quality of life by providing them with training and community services.
Dedicated, generous, and with our country’s modern values at heart, these men and
women have dedicated time and effort to fulfilling our critical mission of saving lives
at work, home, and play.

Dr André M. Levesque, OMM, KStJ, OOnt, CD, FRSA
Chancellor of the Order of St. John - Priory of Canada 
St. John Ambulance Saint-Jean - Canada

m e s s a g e  f r o m  o u r  c h a n c e l l o rm e s s a g e  f r o m  o u r  c h a n c e l l o r
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Priory in Australia, 
Priory of Canada, 
Priory of England and 
the Islands,
Priory of Hong Kong, 

St. John delivers its charitable activities through local St. John organizations, which we call
Establishments. They consist of Priories and Establishments. 

Priories are larger St. John Establishments which assist in the running of The Order of St. John
and in the delivery of its services and charitable projects. St. John currently has eleven of these
Priories: 

St. John delivers first aid, healthcare, and support services in more than 44 countries, mostly in
the Commonwealth. From mobile clinics in Malawi, to eye clinics in the Palestinian Territories,
ambulance services in Australia and New Zealand, kidney dialysis in Malaysia, hospice care in
Antigua, and first aid worldwide, St. John provides thousands of people with essential medical
care every day.
 

Priory of Kenya, 
Priory in New Zealand, 
Priory of Scotland,
Priory of Singapore,

 

Priory for South Africa, 
Priory in the United States of America,
Priory for Wales.

 

of



a f r i c aa f r i c a
For decades, Africa has seen the life expectancy of its populations
stunted by communicable and parasitical diseases that have mostly
been stamped out in the developed world. Recently the region faces
increasing rates of the non-communicable lifestyle diseases that have
become the biggest killers in industrialised countries.

The healthcare challenges are heightened by the sheer diversity of the continent. Countries
range from the resource-rich to the impoverished, from those with dynamic economies to those
where conflict zones still simmer; they encompass large cities, remote villages, and nomadic
lands. Nonetheless, there is still a large percentage of people who have limited access to
sufficient and quality healthcare.

Operating in 11 countries, St. John is working tirelessly to bring healthcare closer to those that
need it the most. From saving the lives of mothers and their babies in countries with some of the
highest child and maternal mortality rates, to providing eye care to almost 25,000 people who
might otherwise go blind, St. John helps them.

 

M E E T  S J A  g h a n aM E E T  S J A  g h a n a
St. John Ambulance Ghana (SJAG) was established in 1937 to
begin emergency medical services in the country. Today, it
is over 982 volunteers all over Ghana that assist in the
operation of the agency. First Aid Training has been the
most significant part of the work of St. John Ambulance
Ghana. 

 

 

M E E T  S J A  K E N Y AM E E T  S J A  K E N Y A
Started about 100 years ago in Kenya, SJA
Kenya is distinguished as a first aid and
ambulance services provider. Prehospital care,
disaster   management, maternal healthcare,
road safety, and  youth training are offered.
SJA Kenya also aim to plant 200,000 trees by
2024.

M E E T  S J A  M A L A W IM E E T  S J A  M A L A W I
In recent years, St. John in Malawi
have taken on a leading role in
saving the lives of mothers and
babies in the St. John Mother and
Baby Programme.



delivering vital first aid training and disaster preparedness in the Caribbean,
volunteer corps supporting military veterans in activities like the wheelchair regatta in the
USA, 
highly innovative therapy dog programs in Canada.

The Caribbean island states are classified as vulnerable due to the effects of climate change and
natural disasters such as tropical storms. Therefore, St. John is established in Antigua, Barbados,
Bermuda, Canada, Dominica, Grenada, Guyana, Jamaica, St Lucia, Trinidad and Tobago and The
United States of America.

St. John’s work in the Americas ranges from:

 

Certifies more than 400,000 Canadians each year. 
Over 430,000 volunteer hours are provided to communities each year.
5,500 public events covered with over 5,800 patients assisted.
Over 3,000 Therapy Dog teams provide 71,000  volunteer hours.

A M E R I C A sA M E R I C A s
The 21st century has brought new opportunities and challenges for the
health of the populations in America, Canada, and in the Caribbean
regions.

St. John Dominica is a national, voluntary organisation which is
dedicated to providing quality care services to vulnerable, sick, and
injured people, and the training and provision of first aid to enhance
health, prevent injury, and save lives to all who need its services.

St. John Jamaica currently  have over 150 adult volunteers and 100 cadets based
all around the island providing over 10,000 hours of service to the communities.
They have trained 1,000 people in first aid and have provided other healthcare
activities such as home nursing to assist vulnerable, marginalised and at risk
groups and communities especially children and the elderly.

The U.S. Priory is deeply committed to its primary mission of supporting and
developing the St. John Eye Hospital Group (SJEHG), offering eye care in East
Jerusalem, the West Bank and Gaza. The U.S. Priory also have the SJVC which
assist U.S. Military Veterans and their families, Food Banks, Medical Reserve Corps
and more.



In a region prone to natural disasters, Asia Pacific volunteers include preparation and planning
for disasters in their community support. The work provided by St. John also ranges from free
dental care for disabled people in Hong Kong, to dialysis centres in Malaysia.
 

A S I A  P A C I F I CA S I A  P A C I F I C
Despite levels of prosperity reached by some countries in the Asia
Pacific region, people are stuck in poverty and poor health, with no
sign of their being able to breach the barrier to better medical care. 

S J A  n e w - z e a l a n dS J A  n e w - z e a l a n d
In New Zealand, the St. John Ambulance Service
treats and transports approximately 460,000 people
every year. We have more than 1,000 operational
vehicles and 206 ambulance stations. On average,
their vehicles travel more than 17 million kilometres
annually to attend around 330,000 emergency
incidents. St. John provides emergency ambulance
services to nearly 90% of New Zealanders.

S J A  H O N G - K O N GS J A  H O N G - K O N G   
The St. John Ambulance Association in
Hong Kong is responsible for training
members of the public and for the
Ambulance services on 24-hour basis.
Over 6,221 volunteers have been trained to
be efficient and competent at all times to
perform public duties.

S J A  M a l a y s i aS J A  M a l a y s i a   
SJAM members consist of more than 60,000 volunteers,
volunteers have played a significant role during disaster and
emergencies nationwide in Malaysia. They are always ready
to serve, come rain or shine, anytime of the year. They also
assist in disasters such as floods, fires and landslides not only
in Malaysia but in other surrounding countries. SJAM actively
plays a role in educating the public on the importance of
learning First Aid and CPR skills to save lives. As a charitable
organization, funded by donations, SJAM operates
nationwide Emergency and Non-Emergency Ambulance
Service as well as performing First Aid standby for all events.



E U R O P E  &  M I D D L E - E A S TE U R O P E  &  M I D D L E - E A S T
Europe is home to some of the oldest St. John Establishments, with
beginnings dating back to 1070, St. John in Europe has not hesitated
to move with the times. 

Today, St. John provides some of the leading health services across Europe and the Middle East.
This includes a world class ambulance service in the UK, a rescue corps in Malta and expert eye
care in the West Bank, Gaza and East Jerusalem.

St. John Ambulance in
England is the nation’s
leading first aid charity.

Every year, more than
400,000 people learn how to
save a life through our
training programmes,
including hundreds of
thousands of young people.

St. John volunteers provide
first aid within their
communities, keeping people
safe at events, and working
alongside the NHS in
response to 999 calls. They are
also always campaigning to
raise awareness of first aid
and directly educate the
public.

In 2020 more than 142,800
patients were treated in the
East Jerusalem Hospital and
over 6,900 major operations
performed. 176 staff members
work daily in the hospital.
 
Our Muristan Clinic opened in
2016 and we saw over 400
patients in 2020 in our mobile
Old City screening
programme and Muristan
Clinic. 

We treated almost 30,000
patients in our Gaza Hospital
and performed over 2,100
major operations. 40 staff
members, including 32
medical, allied health and
nursing professionals.

e y e  h o s p i t a le y e  h o s p i t a l S j a  E n g l a n dS j a  E n g l a n ds j a  m a l t as j a  m a l t a
The St. John Rescue Corps
was formed in 1986 to provide
fully trained and organised
volunteer rescuers who are
able to support the national
civil protection services in
case of major calamities and
situations requiring
humanitarian aid. 

Its members are trained in
the field of urban search and
rescue, firefighting and water
rescue. It is regularly called
upon for support at major
fires, search and rescue
operations and severe storms.
The Rescue Corps also
provides its services on a
regular basis.

http://www.sjrcmalta.org/
http://www.sjrcmalta.org/


St. John promotes physical, mental and spiritual health and well-being. That
is the vocation we share and we will build an enduring community in which

all of our members can find purpose and enjoyment. 

It is built on our motto and our mission 

Respect, 
Unselfishness, 
Excellence, 
Openness and transparency.

We promote physical, mental and
spiritual health and well-being, guided
and inspired by the principles of our
founders: 

S t .  J o h n  a r o u n d  t h e  w o r l d  

w o r l d  l e a d e r  i n  F i r s t  A i d  a n d  m e d i c a l  r e s p o n s e  

Devotion, 
Togetherness, 
Diversity and inclusiveness, 
Faithfulness.

We want to build an enduring community
with a shared vocation based on timeless
principles of virtue and honour: 
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