Impact Leadership Initiative America (ILIA)

2023 Scholarship Application Form FALL SEMESTER – Nigerians and Nigerian-American Students
------------------------

Deadline: October 16, 2023 11:59PM
Impact Leadership Initiative America (ILIA)

2023 Fall Scholarship Program

Impact Leadership Initiative America (ILIA), a Houston-based non-for-profit organization is offering a total of four (4) academic scholarships ($500 each) to Nigerian or Nigerian-American students who are actively registered in Texas colleges and universities. 
To be considered for this scholarship, an applicant is required to be a Nigerian or Nigerian-American attending or planning to attend a U.S. accredited college/university in the 2023-2024 academic year (verified by submitting a copy of the acceptance letter from the college or university as soon such acceptance letter is available).
· Must be legally be enrolled in school and live in the USA.
· Have a cumulative grade point average (CGPA) between 3.0 and 4.0 on a 4.0 scale (or equivalent). Students not on a 4.0 grading scale must convert their GPA to a 4.0 scale before submitting an application. Applicants shall submit a copy of their transcript.
· Have a reference letter that describes your character written by someone other than your relative.
· Submit an essay as further described in this packet.
ILIA is affiliated with the Nigerian-based organization (www.impactyourworldng.org) and sponsors Impact Leaders Clubs (ILCs) in Nigeria and the USA. ILCs help identify, nurture and empower youths, and provides opportunities to plan and implement innovative community projects, develop personal leadership skills and receive mentoring from experienced professionals in various fields of interest. 
.

ILIA

2023 Fall Scholarship Application Form
APPLICANT CONTACT INFORMATION
Name:



 First
Middle
Last

Permanent Address:  

Street


City
State
Zip Code

Phone Number: 
Email:  

Date of Birth: 
/
/
Birthplace: 
US Citizen? Yes • No • If no, are you a legal resident? Yes • No • Do you have a student visa? Yes • No •

EDUCATION
College / University: 
Expected/Actual Grad. Date 
/ 
/ 

Cumulative GPA if available (on a 4.0 scale):  

Major(s): 
Intended minor(s) (if any): 

Classification: Freshman/Sophomore/Junior/Senior/Masters/PhD 
Do you have a documented disability? Yes • No • If so, please describe:

References: (List one person from whom you have requested a letter of reference. These people should know you well and from a non-relative that can describe your character.

Name:
 
Title:
 
Length of time known:  
 
Address:
 
E-mail Address (if known):  
 
Phone:  

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE
Include your SIGNED and DATED essay namely:

· key challenges experienced by Nigerian students in the US and suggestions for addressing them
Note: Essay is compulsory and should be no longer than 500 words or one page, double spaced.

AWARDS AND HONORS

List your top three awards and honors you have received and briefly explain their significance. Attach an additional sheet if necessary.

Date

Award/Honors
Significance
Received

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


SCHOOL INVOLVEMENT
Please list the top three school-related activities in which you have participated. Attach an additional sheet if necessary.

Dates of
Hours per

Activity
Honors and/or Positions Held
Involvement
Month

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


CERTIFICATIONS AND AUTHORIZATIONS:

AUTHORIZATION TO USE INFORMATION, NAME, AND LIKENESS
I understand that ILIA requires the right to use my name and likeness, as well as information from my scholarship application, personal statements, letters of recommendation and any document submitted by me to ILIA as part of its publicity about the scholarship and its programs. I hereby authorize ILIA to so use my name and likeness, as well as information from my scholarship application, personal statements, letters of recommendation and any document submitted by me to ILIA, in its sole discretion.

CONSENT AND AUTHORIZATION TO OBTAIN INFORMATION
I hereby acknowledge and represent ILIA that I have read the criteria, instructions, and conditions for the 2023 Scholarship Program and the related application materials. I hereby consent to and authorize ILIA to request and obtain information relevant to my scholarship application from my educational institution and persons providing references. I waive my right to privacy of this information to the extent of this Consent and Authorization. I release and hold harmless ILIA from any claims, damages, or liability whatsoever as a result of the disclosure to or use by ILIA of any such information. I also acknowledge and agree that, if any information contained in my scholarship application is not true, complete, and accurate, or if material information has been omitted, I could be disqualified from receiving, and/or forfeit, any scholarship award from ILIA. I further agree and acknowledge that all decisions by ILIA to award scholarships are made in the sole discretion of ILIA, and all decisions are final.

CONSENT AND AUTHORIZATION TO CONTACT COLLEGE/UNIVERSITY
I hereby consent to and authorize the ILIA to communicate with the financial aid office of the educational institution that I will be attending for all matters related to the administration of the scholarship award from ILIA.

REQUIRED SIGNATURES :

All of the information I have provided in this application is accurate and complete and is subject to verification by ILIA at its sole discretion. By execution below, I (1) agree to promptly provide all documents requested by ILIA to verify the information I have provided in this application, and (2) acknowledge that I have carefully reviewed the certifications and authorizations above and certify, authorize and consent as stated above. I agree that failure to provide any requested documents may result in my ineligibility for a scholarship award or the revocation of my award.

Student Signature: 

Date: 
/ 
/
 Parent or Guardian Signature: 
_ Date: 
/ 
/ 

Notification will be e-mailed to the e-mail address provided. Awards will be sent directly to college financial aid offices after ILIA receives verification of admission and enrollment.

APPLICATION CHECKLIST

A correctly prepared application packet facilitates the review process and increases your chance for an award. It is your responsibility to ensure that the application is complete before submitting it. It is the applicant’s responsibility to ensure that all references are submitted by the deadline so that his/her application may be properly processed.

Did you remember to:

· Complete and sign the enclosed application form?

· Include a copy of the required transcripts?

· Include your SIGNED and DATED essay.

· Include proof of U.S. citizenship / legal residency / student visa?

· Scan & email the application only to  board@ilia-inc.org.
Please ask the people providing your reference letters to email it directly to  board@ilia-inc.org. A complete application file must contain letter of reference from a non-relative that describes your character.

Please scan & email by Octiober 16, 2023 your complete, signed application package, including all attachments and supplements (except for the reference letters) to  board@ilia-inc.org.

2023 Scholarship Application (Fall Semester)
EVALUATION FORM TO BE ATTACHED TO REFERENCE LETTER
Dear Evaluator,

We appreciate your time in completing this evaluation form and writing a reference letter for the candidate’s application for a scholarship grant from the Impact Leadership Initiative America (ILIA). Evaluators should please help the scholarship committee gain significant insights into the applicant. Many evaluators rate their candidates at very high levels that are not consistent with the candidates’ other records. For example, we may receive a rating of “Truly Exceptional” for all categories for a candidate with an average GPA. Most reference letters contain only

general, conclusory statements such as, “John is one of the best students I have ever taught,” without providing any examples or particular insights to us as to why John is one of the best students. While we understand that reference providers are reluctant to share anything that may be perceived as negative, we give a great deal of consideration to a balanced and thoughtful evaluator. Our scholarship committee has a very difficult task of picking the scholarship recipients out of many applicants, and we hope that you will provide an accurate and balanced evaluation and reference letter so that we may better assess your candidate. Again, many thanks for taking the time out of your busy schedule to assist this individual in his/her quest on their chosen career path.

Name of candidate:  
                                                                                                                                                       How long have you known the candidate?  
 In what capacity do you know the candidate?  


In the rating chart below, please evaluate the applicant in comparison with other students whom you have known (check one column for each row):

	
	Truly Exceptional (top 1%)
	Outstanding (top 10%)
	Good (top 25%)
	Average (top 50%)
	Below Average
	No Basis to   Evaluate

	Intellectual ability
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Maturity
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Character
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Leadership qualities
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Resourcefulness and initiative
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Motivation to pursue

excellence
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Adaptability to new situations
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Perseverance
	
	
	
	
	
	


	Date
	
	Signature
	
	Name, Position, Institution


Please attach to this form a letter of reference in which you provide a detailed narrative of your evaluation of the candidate’s traits in the categories listed above. If you rate the candidate as “Truly Exceptional” in any category, please provide details or specific examples to support that rating.
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Deadline: October 16, 2023 11:59PM (Email completed applications to board@ilia-inc.org)

