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MMM...

SLEEPING?
WHERE AM I..7 §

I COULD'VE
SWORN I...

KHALIDO STEPPED INTO
THE CONFERENCE
RPOOM TO 60O OVER
THE OPERATIONAL
STRATEGIES WITH ME.




ONCE OuR
DISCUSSION
WRAPPED UP...

.HE PULLED ME
INTO A HUG
AND SAID HE
MISSED ME.

g

I EXTENDED
MY ARMS...

|| =
|8

IN THAT
EXACT MOMENT...

THERE WAS NOTHING
STRANGE ABOUT
THE GESTURE...






\\\\\\\\\\wm‘hmh;/////////////

THE WOLND..,
IT'S GONE!

HE'S ACTING
LIKE HE WANTS
ME DEAD!

8UT THAT'S NOT ~  —
LIKE HIM. HE'D
NEVER DO -
SOMETHING =
LIKE THAT/

— HE MUSTVE
_— DONE IT TO
~ PROTECT ME.

HE STAGED
MY DEATH AND
THEN BROUGHT
ME HERE.
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WHO DOES
THIS MANSION
BELONG TO?

EVEN DURING
WARTIME, IT'S
LINBELIEVABLY

LAVISH,

I NEED TO
GET OUT OF

" HERE AND FIGURE

OUuT WHAT'S
HAPPENING,

THE NERVE
OF HIM
TO OO THIS..

KHALID, YOU
SCOUNDREL—
I SWEAR
T'LL KILL YOu!
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WHAT'S GOING ON "
WITH MY BODY.?
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 THIS ISN'T M
ME!

E HOW DID
i ITCOME
TO THIS?!

'l | '.h.'
ARTLED !

" ropetve Mg
Y LADY/

I DIDN'T PEALIZE ||
YOL WERE ALREADY |}
AWAKE! A




WHERE ARE
WE?/ TELL ME
EVERYTHING
yOou KNOW!

WHAT
HAPPENED
TO ME?/

AND WHERE’S
KHALID?/

| FOREIVE MEP
| WHO MAY |
\ THAT ge? /

I DON'T RECALL
ANYONE WITH
THAT NAME,
MY LADY..

YOU MET WITH
AN ACCIDENT
AND HAVE BEEN
UNCONSCIOUS
FOR THREE

EEEE e




THIS IS THE
LORD’'S ESTATE
IN JANSGAR.

INFORMATION..
I NEED TO

. FIND OUT MORE

INFORMATION. _

PARDON? HE'S
YOUR FATHER,
MY LADY.. HIS
LORDSHIP,
COUNT AYDIN/

WHERE IS
THIS PLACE?P

I'VE NEVER
HAD A FATHER.
I'VE NEITHER

SEEN HIM NOR HAVE _
I KNOWN WHAT
HE LOOKS LIKE.

IF THAT'S TRUE..
THEN WHAT
HAPPENED TO
THE WAR?

IN THE THREE

DAYS I WAS G

LUNCONSCIOUS... uNge%g'#ATNo \

ERSHA MUST'VE... WHAT YOU'RE |
SAYING, j

N MY LaoY.!

A
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THAT WAR
ENDED THREE
YEARS AGO!

THE KINGDOM
OF ERSHA
IS NO MORE!




..THE COUNTRY
I GAVE
EVERYTHING

TO PROTECT...

mldll[l !I
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THAT DAMN
OLD MAN!!

L1 X
e

T HE

T ENDURED
COUNTLESS
HARDSHIPS
DURING THE
WAR...

.AND THIS IS

WHAT HE SAYS
NOW THAT I'VE &=

RETURNED?!

HE WAS
ALREADY
ACTING STRANGE
BEFORE T LEFT,
JUST TALKING

NONSENSE!

N , ‘
WELCOME,
J) LORD
- ZEDEKTAH.
F ‘
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I-IT'S6 IN
THE STUDY,
MY LORD.

THE MORE
I LOOK AT IT,
THE MORE
ABSURD
IT SEEMS.

NOT AGREE,
BERNARD?
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A will cealed not once, but three
fimes— bY three dif ferent
prieste.

And if | 9o a%aingt i, | won't’
just loce mY title and rankk...
mY verY name ag a cifizen
of the empire could be erased.




8UT OF
ALL THINGS..

WHY DOES IT
ASK THAT
I GET MARRIED?

AND TO
COUNT AYDIN'S
DAUGHTER,

NO LESS..

A




THEY SAY HER HAIR
IS AS DARK AS
THE NIGHT ITSELF,

-
.....

HER SKIN
PALE AS
MOONLIGHT,




AND HER EYES _
SHINE LIKE STARS. |

] SHE'S 50 BEAUTIFLL,
1 | THEY CALL HER
7y THE ISHTAR
s VT OF JANSEAR.
~ N

y STILL,
,_,f-f SHE'S KNOWN
| FOR BEING PATHER N ¢
ARROEGANT AND | . : £ )
INSLFFERABLE. -

:.+

THERE ARE EVEN

J é RUMORS THAT SHE

WAS ROMANTICALLY
INVOLVED WITH THE
CROWN PRINCE—




AND THAT
HE EVENTUALLY
60T TIRED AND
DISCARDED HER..

SHE DOESN'T
TAKE HER
OWN LIFE

SERIOUSLY..

SHE EVEN TRIED

TO END HER LIFE
8Y JUMPING INTO
THE PALACE LAKE.

AND T AM
SUPPOSED TO
MARRY HER?
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THE COMMANDER
OF ERSHA’S THIRD
DIVISION, SITORA,

DURING THE WAR

OF CONQUEST.

W

DESPITE BEING A WOMAN,
7%, SHE ROSE TO COMMAND,
. J_f*'-,}. WIELDING HER SWORD
sl | WITH REMARKABLE
- SKILL AND EARNING A
PEPUTATION FOR
8RUTAL SAVAGERY.




THE PEOPLE OF ERSHA
CALLED HER ISHTAR—
THE MORNING STAR.

IN THE END, HER OWN
SECOND-IN-COMMAND,
UNABLE TO FOLLOW HER
RECKLESS ORDERS ANY

LONGER, TOOK HER LIFE.

YET, SHE SHOWED THE
FLAWED JUDGMENT
OF A WOMAN AND
CLUNE TO A HOPELESS
RESISTANCE LONG
AFTER ALL WAS LOST.

HE BROUGHT HER BODY TO
JANSGAR AS A SYMBOL
OF SURRENDER..THAT DAY
MARKED THE END OF THE
KINGDOM OF ERSHA.,

NONSENSE/!/




THERE'S NO WAY

WHAT KIND OF
RUBBISH IS THIS?!
“FLAWED JUDGMENT
OF A WOMAN?"

I CAN 8ELIEVE THIS..

I FOUGHT TO
UPHOLD ERSHA'S

HONOR LINTIL
MY FINAL
BREATH...

PROTECT ONE’S

MY LADY, 1[3

TP THIS ' . |
KEEPS UP, | | B W
you MIeHt | - "r

COLLAPSE

/" THE pOcTOR |
s, PIGHT AWAY/ ¢

IS IT SO
WRONE& TO

COUNTRY AS
A KNIGHT?

IFTHAD A 9
SWORD RIGHT

NOwW, I'D cuT

DOWN THE FOOL
WHO DARED TO
WRITE THIS
GARBAGE!

I'LL 0 éET ,
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FRAGILE AND :
B WEAK 8ODY..

a8



“LUCIFELA AYDIN®.
MY... NO, THAT'S THE NAME
OF THE PERSON WHOSE BODY [ AM IN.

1

THE ONLY
DAUGHTER OF
COUNT LYUBOS
AYDIN OF JANSGAR.

SHE LOST HER
MOTHER WHEN
SHE WAS JUST NINE
AND HAS LIVED WITH
HER FATHER EVER
SINCE.

JUST A FEW DAYS AGO,
SHE JUMPED INTO THE
PALACE LAKE AND HAS
BEEN ON THE BRINK OF
DEATH EVER SINCE.
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IT'S ALRIGHT NOW.
FATHEP'S RIGHT
HERE WITH YOU.

w 1.. I NEED
. TO LEAVE..

T NEED TO
60 TO

I ‘H'ww'\.\‘\\,\\\\»\\\V\‘\\\‘“
Yo )
YOU MEAN, \

WHY DO YOU KEEP

SAYING YOU HAVE

TO LEAVE...”? PLEASE...

DON'T LEAVE YOUR
FATHER BEHIND.




WHO...
WHO ARE YOU..?

YOU ARE LINABLE
TO RECOEGNIZE
YOUR OWN
FATHER..?

WHY IS HE
LOOKING
AT ME WITH
SUCH GENTLE,

BECAUSE HE
SHARES B8LOOD
WITH THE
PERSON THIS
B80ODY BELONGS
TO..?

IS THIS..
WHAT IT
FEELS LIKE
TO HAVE
A FATHER?




LUCTIFELA...

y '/ YOUR EXCELLENCY,

| IT'S TIME TO LEAVE
FOR THE MEETING
AT THE PALACE..

HOW CAN
I POSSIBLY

WHEN MY
’ DALGHTER IS

IN THIS '
STATE?P

QuUT THE
MEETING
HAG !

LUCIFELA—THE OWNER OF THIS BODY—
1S HIS ENTIRE REASON FOR LIVING.

JUST LIKE... MY SWORD AND
~ MY ENIGHT DIVISION ONCE WERE FOR ME:




A MY FEELINGS i
OF BETRAYAL AND /.
ANGER ARE MINE

ALONE...

I CAN'T LET THAT
RAGE DESTROY
THIS 80DY.

3{3\023... -

-

IT'S BEEN
THREE YEARS
SINCE ERSHA FELL.
I HAVE TO FIND
OUT WHAT BECAME

OF THE OTHERS.

LIAM, BALOER,
ANIKA, OLGEN,

TO DO THAT, Ao
I MUST SURVIVE. .
AS LUCTIFELA AYDIN..!

o
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