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Art and Story by Higure Sakino



SILVER LIGHT,
SHINING LIKE
THE MUUN
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WOULD PIERCE “q

STRAIGHT
THROUGH ME: *
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IF YOUR
FUTURE LIES
BEYOND THIS...




ITS A

PROMISE~! N
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. I't GOING

TQ BECOME
THE LADRY

| GEM, NO

' MATTER WHAT!

AND T'LL
BECOME YOUR
GUARPIAN
KNIGHT, EMMA.

THEN
NEXT
TIME,

I'LL BE

THE ONE .

TO SAVE
YOU!
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MORNING,
LADY EpMMA!

WAIT! IS
THAT WHAT
I THINK IT
IS IN THE
PISTANCE...?

£ c:.-'r_ .:':!;E THIE I'E
oA AMAZING!
s Y THE WHOLE
TOWN'S IN
A FESTIVE

MOOD!

I'VE NEVER
SEEN SO
MANY PEQPLE
e OR SO MUCH
‘:’1 " MAGIC ALL

. %) IN ONE PLACE...! [f'
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STILL DREAMING
OR ANUTHING,

NO WHONDER,
THOHAGH,

THIS I$ WHERE
;L GEMERATIONS
w__ HE"’I. THIS 15 OF LADY GEME
REALLY REAL, | HAVE TO  STWDIED!
RIGHT!? COAK IN
EVERY LAST

BIT OF IT

I'M NOT

AM |'?

1 WONPER
I[F I'LL GET
Ta SEE HIM
AGAIN AT
THIS
ACAVEMY...

HUHU. ¥OU
WERE CERTAIMLY
TALKING QUITE
A4 LOT IN YOUR
SLEEP.

YEP! ABOQUT
MY GUARDIAN
KNIGHT!

I STILL
HAVEN'T
APPROVED OF
HIM, YOU
KNOW, EMMA,

WERE YOU
PREAMING
AGAIN?

........

-------

e

EMMA,
PLEASE
PON'T PUSH
YOURSELF
TOO HARD.

WE'P BE S0
PROUD IF YOU
BECAME THE
LADY GEM,
BUT...

I'LL BE
FINE,
MOTHER,

fffffffff




THERE'S
STILL SO
MUCH I

CAN'T DO
YET,
BUT I'M
GOING TO

AND GIVE IT

I PROMISE
| A WONDERFUL
‘| LADY GEM.

& AND THEN
£y I CAN
B FINALLY REPAY
”] ot S YOU FOR
FOR ME.

THE
KINGDOM
OF
ASTRIVIA




WAS
ONCE LITTLE
MORE THAK
A DESOLATE |}

LAND. L

THEN CAME

A MAN AND WOMAN
BLESSED WITH BEAUTIFUL,
JEWEL-LIKE EYES.

AND THE
POWER OF
N o e
' wolLD
EVENTUALLY
OUR KINGDOM'S RISE TO THE
FOUNDGING STORY
HAS ALWAYS Tr ’:ﬂg; TOBETHER,
BEEN HOPELESSLY PROTECTING ' THEY HEALED
ROMANTIC! THE KINEDOM THE RAVAGED
A THE LADY L ANDAND LAID THE
GEM AND HER FOUNDATIONS DF [
GUARDIAN A NEW KINGDOM.

KNIGHT.

W 4 ALLwHILE
i i SHARING
4 ALOVE THAT
" | £ W e I-AETE D Eﬂn b onm
e A o aeer S
MAGIC — Lend '. .
ACADEMY?!
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EVERMONE

JUST BEYOND
THOSE GATES
IS THE PLACE
I'VE DREAMED
ABOUT FOR

50 LONG..

HERE 1§
GOING TO
THE SAME
ACADEMM!
| CAN'T WAIT
SQUIRw TO MAKE
4 FRIENDS AND
S
QUIRM <4 | aBOUT MAGIC
& // TOGETHER..|
+ _ﬁl"; .\

I STILL
CAN'T BELIEVE
I'M REALLY
GOING TO BE
A STUPENT
AT GRANERTZ
MAGIC
ACADEMY...!

.......



I GUESS
THIS IS
AN ELITE
ACAPEMY...

4| EVERYONE HERE F
2.0 ISN'T JUST
TALENTED AT

WATIT...
AM I THE
ONLY ONE
HERE WHO
SCREAMS
“COUNTRY

BUMPKIN"I?

THEY AlLL
LOOK SO
REFINEDP AND

{ | SOPHISTICATED,

TOO...!
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A OH, RIGHT!
& @ % " GRANERTZ IS
e Sm, ot T FAMOUS FOR
S GRS ITS PAIRING
v ﬁi(i"t { & b SYSTEM, TOO!
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IMAGINE
GETTING
FPAIRED
WITH
SOMECNE
THAT
DREAMY...

ENTRANAE Tl L
CEREMONY, EVERY = 2
STUPENT IS5 PATRED T

WITH SOMEONE a S
AP BPENPS Srpdl
THEIR TIME AT THE = o
ALATENY AS A
PROVISTONAL LADY « 25
GEM AMP HER
3 BUARDTAN =%
it KNIGHT. o

21 AND 5INZE :
EY YOU SPEND THREE * -, = i&:
: WHOLE YEARS o R R
TOLETHER AS £AcH .0 TR

. OTHER'S SPEATAL i | g

| PAETNER.. APPARENTLY, * o M
. SUITE A PeM pAIRS | *.
END UP FALLING -0
TN LOVE, . !

EEE! DID oo Fio

YOU SEE el
HIMI? e
HE'S SO

HANDSOME! f\,




AHAHA. ..
SORRY!

I'tM NOT

USED TO

CROWDS
LIKE THIS...




THEY’REsucH/ /
A BEAUTIFUL/ |
BLUE... | FEEL/" '3

LIKE | cOULD’
FALL RIGHT < * *
INTO THEM... , |
p 4 : ;
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WAIT...
YDU RE NOT

CONGRATULATIONS
OM YOUR
APMISSION TO
MY PRECIOUS GRAMERTZ pAGIC
UNPOLISHEPR ACAPEMY,

GEMS.




YOUR FIRST
TASK WILL
BE TO MAKE
YOUR WaY
TO ANOTHER
LOCATIOM.

e

; THE
4 JHEAPMASTER!

THOUGH,
REGRETTABLY,
SOME OF YOU
MAY FAIL TO

REACH THE
CEREMONY AND
FIND YOURSELVES
EXPELLED BEFORE
YOU EVEN BEGIN...

YOUR
PESTINATION
IS THE
ASSEMBLY

HALL.

THE ENTRANCE

CEREMONY WILL
BEGIN THREE
HOURS FROM
NOW, AT

SIX Q"CLOCK.

YOU CAN
FAIL ON THE
VERY FIRST
pay...7?!

GETTING
THERE PAKT
OF THE
ENTRANCE

ARRIVE ANDP
YOUR LONG-
AWAITED PAIRS
HAVE BEEN

PECIPED,

e e

YOU WILL
QFFICIALLY BE
RECOGNIZED
A5 STUPENTS
OF THIS
ACADEMY.
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== AS FOR
i THE
GARDENS...

EVEN OUR A NUMBER
UPPERCLASSMEN == OF RATHER ;

: HAVE BEEN TROUBLESOME | & |

) KNOWN TO LOSE | CREATURES HAVE [~/

. THEIR WAY, MADE THEIR

SO DO TAKE HOMES THERE. | L
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SHOULD
YOU FIND
YOURSELVES
IN ANY
Low you | REAL DANGER
OUR FACULTY
REACH THE
WILL COME
HALL IS s ol
ENTIRELY UP
TO YOU. JUsT AP, 50
‘ REST ASSURED.

BE SURE TO

ARRIVE SAFELY. r/

k1
= o

I LOOK
FORWARD TO
SEEING YOU

ALL AGAIN [ * -
SHORTLY. A
B a




| CAN'T
EVEN
USE

MAGIC!

poes GETTING | L[ | {1/ [&§ /) IFWEUSEA ¥
THERE FASTER | #l'ay i PE BROOM, WE CANM

| EaRN Us ExTRA | VR | S i 7| AVOID THOSE

POINTS...? iy i Fd DANGERCUS

;S GARDENS
ALTOGETHER,
TSN'T IT?

LET'S
FOLLOW

L THE
HE MEVER HUH. THIS IS
SAID THE EASIER THAN ,f""l“'_:"“«\ HEADMASTER!

SKY OR 7N
SR I THOUGHT. oy

WERE SAFE.

EVERYONE'S
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STANVING
ARCUND HERE
PEFIMITELY
| ISN'T GETTING
ME ANY CLOSER
TO THAT HALL.

SO...
FORWARD
IT IS!

SOEVENIF

IT'S DANGEROUS,
| UESS cOING THROUGH
THE GARDENS ARE MY
ONLY OPTION..?
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THE PATH
CLOSED
_ .7 BEHIND .

W-WELL, I
WASN'T 1k
PLANNING o
ON TURNING 3§ b=m
BACK _
ANYWAY! 3 :

LETETTEETE]
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I'LL Pa¥
YOU BACK...!

WOULD YOU
MIND IF I...
CAME WITH
YOU?

GUESS I'M
WALKING. ..

PON'T
BOTHER.

IT wWas

FALLING APART
ANYWAY. T |
WAS GOING

TO EEPLACE
IT.




BUT THERE | PR |1 MEAN...
MIZHT STILL L - e B J I S7ILL

BE SOMETHING it © i r':' CAM'T USE
T 2 HELF s, T MASIC,
WITH...| e 'f"%—"t' y




= HE'S
COMPLETELY

=

=——=

PHYLLIS!
&OT IT.
NICE TO
MEET YOU!

PID YOU
PECIDE TO
JOIN THE
ACADEMY?
KIPDING.

NC IPEA
WHAT T'M
SUFPOSED TO
BE TALKING

ABOUT WITH 3
SOMEONE MY
OWN AGE~!

S=SURE IS

o 4 A BEAUTIFUL K il




IS IT
BECAUSE

A GUARDIAN
KNIGHT?

'\.: USE MAGIC? .a.““.

YEAH! |
BECOMING Vﬁﬁv LEE?T
THE LADY PEOPLE COME
GEM HAS
E ALWA?G BEEH
MY PREAM, SO..|

THOUGH

HERE?Y




BEHINL.
IF YOU'VE
GO dE

YOU'LL
ONLY END
UP FALLING

GOT NO
TALENT, GO

HOME AND
STAY THERE.

e
v
o
.
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YOU'RE AN
EYESORE.




I MADE A
PROMISE
THAT MEANS
EVERYTHING
TO ME.

‘M NOT

SO 1
GIVING UP ON
BECOMING THE

o
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COME ON,
LET's KEEP
MOUING!

P e o T Wy P 0%
%wﬁ?

HEXR

%M

~-BESIDES, I'VE
SPENT YEARS
TELLING MY
FAMILY I'M
GOING TO
DO,

SOIT'S A
LITTLE TOO
LATE TO
BACK OUT

A MAGIC
CIRCLE?!
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IF HE
WERE ALONE,
HE WOULD'VE
REACHED THE
MALL AGES
AGO.

BECAUSE
OF YOU, HE

MIGHT END
UP FAILING,
TQO.

WHAT [0
IpQ..7?
WILL 1
EVEM BE
ABLE TO
FIME HIAA
AEAINT

NO

Way...

OID THAT
LT TE N
CIWCLE
SEND ME
SOMERHETE




- WTHAT
HORRIBLE

YOU CAN'T

USE MAGIC.
YOU'RE NO
GOOD AT
STUDYING.

AND YOU
PON'T EVEN
HAVE AMY
FRIEMPS TO
COME SAVE

SHE
RAN
AWAY.

RUNMNING
DMLY,
ARE WE?

I PON'T EVEN
KNOW WHERE

I AM RIGHT

NOW. T NEED
TO FIND A
WAY QUT.

I'™ SURE

PHYLLIS IS
LOOKING FOR

ME, TOO...




WHAT'S THE
POINT OF TRYING
WHEN YOU PON'T

EVEN HAVE

ANY TALENT?

IT'S GETING

PATHETHIC...  no MATTER WHAT
YOU TRY, YOU

ALwars MANAGE

TO MESS IT UP,

DON'T YOU? HOW

EMBARRASSING.
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MAYEBE YOU
¥ WERE BETTER OFF
AND IF YOU 4. LOCKED AwWAY

CAMN'T BECOME EF4 IM THAT TOWER 7
\ _ AFTER ALL. e WHAT IF ¥YOu
Tﬂi},"ﬁ‘%ﬁ_’; H%E,TL a4 o conrroL
' ' : OF YOUR MAGIC
THROW YOU AND HURT

ANAY AGAINM. : / SOMECNE AGAIN?

AFTER ALL,
WHO wQULD
WANT 4 USE-

LESS LITTLE
KNOWN ALL e CHILD LIKE

OF THAT s YOU?
FROM THE
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TROUBLE.

o

i ;
R e
S e
E b o
w o A S
e e e e e e R
SR WA e
EEE S R R e
e E E R R
g » A
ok s ek
SRR AR W S
EeEE A o ®
bR
e e e
b e
EER e
P e e
o e e
R R
e
-
R A
e e
SRR
g
THOSE i
ARE 5
MIRROR

THEY REAF THE
INMERMOST
THOUGHTS OF
ANYOME WHO
GETS CLOSE,
THEM WSE THOSE
THOUGHTS TO
COMFUSE aMi

LURE THEM
IM BEFORE
PEVOURIMNG
THEM.
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ok ke R o gl o R R e -

e T

THEY'RE
MASTY
PIECES

OF WORK.




IT
POESMN'T
HURT. I'MA
FINE!
COMINGJTO)

LOCK:EOR

PON'T
FRETEMD
YOU'RE

o THANK
YOU.




~ARE YA
BLUASHING?

COME ON.
WE'RE
LEAVING.
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YOU JUST
HAD TO GO
AND TRIGGER
EVERY TRAP,
PIPN'T YOU?
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STILL...
THANK
YOU.

Wy wHAT'S

I NEVER

WOULD'VE

MADE IT
HERE IF §
NOT FOR &

UGH. HE

E
REALLY W | il | 4
DGES 4 3 "%
e (| L & .
ATTI- £l -
TUDE. ip
/ APPARENTLY,
YOU WRAP IT n
AROUND YOUR e
HAND ANP IT — B THE
LEADS YOU TO ( 1‘\-,}_-;;«\\ CORD FOR
WHOEVER g CHOOSING
YOU'RE MOST OUR PAIRS.
COMPATIBLE

OOH~! IT'S
LIKE THE
THREADP OF
FATE! HOW

I HOPE WE
BOTH GET
PAIRED WITH
SOMECONE
NICE!




50 HE'S
PEFINITELY
FLANNING TO

AND
SERIQUSLY,
THANKS
FOR
EVERYT-
HING
TOPAY.

IF I SEE
YOU IN CLASS
OR AROUND
SCHOOL, T'LL
COME SAY HI!

LEAD ME
Zi TO SOMEONE
" KIND AND
~——  WONDERFUL
=== MY DESTINED
=7 PARTNER...!




IT SEEMS
OUR FINAL
PAIR 1S QUITE
STRONGLY
DRAWN TO
ONE ANOTHER.
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CONBRATU-
LATIOMS
N YOUR

APMISSION,

PAIRED
WITH THIS

IMPOSSIBLE
-TO-REAR
GUY?!

SUPPOSER TO
SURVIVE THREE
YEARS LIKE
THIS~T ANP
THIS THING
WON'T EVEN
COME QFF~!

MaY You
NUKRTURE YOUR
TALENTS AND
INSPIRE ONE
AS YOU ANOTHER TO
STRIVE TO GROW,

T BECOME A
SPLENPIP
NEW LADY

GEM AND HER

GUARDPIAN

KNIGHT.

-

I HOPE THE
NEXT THREE
YEARS PROVE
FRUITFUL
FOR YOU
BOTH.
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HOW'S THAT
PROSPECTIVE
LAPY GEM WE

PISCUSSEDR?

I WONDEE
IF YOU'LL

BE ABLE -
TO FINISH
YOUR JOB A LOT

) PROPERLY...? HAPPENED
YOU'RE o ON MY VERY

WOREYING ' | | & ik| FIRST PAY,
OVER L e :

NOTHING.

TOMORROW,
MY LIFE AT
THE ACAPEMY
FIMALLY
BEGINS FOR
REAL...!
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I'LL

MAKE SHRE

SHE'S DEAD.
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