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we set the culture...

Tom Page

Welcome to the first edition of The Focus

magazine for 2025! As we embark on a
new year, were excited to bring you a col-
lection of stories that highlight the vibrant
spirit and community efforts throughout
Virginia, particularly those connected to
the Star City.

We kicked off the year with a strong start, celebrating
the legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. through our
MLK Day of Service. This event brought together vol-
unteers and community leaders to make a positive im-
pact in our neighborhoods. Alongside this, our annual
Focus Awards honored individuals and organizations
that exemplify excellence and dedication to commu-
nity service.

In this edition, we dive into compelling stories from
across Virginia, exploring how they relate to and influ-
ence the Star City. From innovative community proj-
ects to inspiring personal journeys, we aim to capture
the essence of what makes our region unique and
thriving.

Thank you for joining us as we continue to shine a light
on the people and initiatives that drive our communi-
ties forward. We hope these stories inspire and engage
you in the months ahead.

The Focus Magazine
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Kista Thurmon

JBEC Administrator

Our statewide initiatives are put togeth-
er by having great allies in different area.
Our Administrator keeps us in the know of

what's going on in Tidewater

Steve Martin
WEBe Coordinator

We are able to give great financial advice
from our guru. With over 30 years in the
business, we help you illuminate your

business

Mitch Hale

Project Manager

After 10 years of mastering the transpor-
tation industry, our “we got a guy” keeps
everyone abreast and motivates us to stay
focused

Nari’k Page

Project Lead

The future is in great hands. We have a
team of young professionals adding to the
fabric of the Justice Business Ecosystem
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Thé Ripple Effect: How Festival

Cancellations Impact Communities
by Kista Thurmon

The announcement of the cancellation
of the Something in the Water Festi-
val in Virginia Beach, orchestrated by
the renowned artist Pharrell Williams,
sent shockwaves not just through the
city but across the entire Tidewater
region. This festival, which had quickly
become a cultural and economic sta-
ple, leaves an indelible void affecting
numerous sectors and stakeholders.

Economic Reverberations

The economic repercussions of the
festival’s cancellation are felt most
acutely by local businesses. During
past festivals, the region witnessed a
substantial influx of visitors, with ho-
tels, eateries, transport services, and
retail shops experiencing significant
revenue increases. For Virginia Beach
and the wider Tidewater area, this
event had become a pivotal compo-
nent of their annual tourism revenue.
With past iterations of the festival
generating millions in local economic
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activity, the abrupt halt means busi-
nesses must recalibrate their financial
forecasts and staffing needs. For small-
er establishments, this could mean
the difference between thriving and
surviving.

Employment Disruptions

The festival’'s cancellation doesn’t
just affect businesses but also a com-
plex web of workers who depend on
these events for their livelihood. From
event production teams and security
personnel to local temporary workers
and artisans, the absence of the festi-
val means a loss of expected income
and opportunities. Many of these in-
dividuals are part of the festival circuit
and rely on such events for financial
stability. The sudden change throws
a wrench into their economic plans,
causing significant distress.

Cultural and Social Losses

Beyond the financial implications, the
Something in the Water Festival had
become a cultural landmark. It provid-
ed a stage for artistic endeavors, cul-
tural exchanges, and community soli-
darity. The cancellation deprives local
artists of a crucial platform for expo-
sure, stifles opportunities for cultural
celebration, and removes a significant
avenue for community engagement
and bonding. The shared experienc-
es and memories created during past
festivals have not only entertained but
also strengthened community ties and
fostered educational initiatives.

Long-term Implications

The long-term consequences of
the festival’s cancellation could rip-
ple through the community and the
broader event industry. With potential
increases in insurance rates for future
events, organizers might find it more
challenging to plan and execute new
festivals. Local businesses might be-
come wary of expanding or hiring in
anticipation of future events, and the
community’s reputation as a cultur-
al hub could suffer, impacting future
tourism prospects.

Recovery and Adaptation Strategies

To mitigate the adverse effects of the
cancellation, the community could
adopt several strategies. Developing
a series of smaller events throughout
the year could help distribute eco-

we are the New Focus.

nomic risk while maintaining cultural
vibrancy. Exploring virtual or hybrid
event formats could keep community
engagement alive, minimizing logisti-
cal hurdles. Establishing community
support funds could provide a safety
net for affected workers and business-
es, helping them weather financial un-
certainties.

Personal Reflection and Anticipation

As a concert-goer eagerly awaiting this
year’s Something in the Water Fes-
tival, the cancellation is particularly
disheartening. Last year’s event was
unfortunately marred by inclement
weather, adding to the anticipation for
this year’s festivities. The prospect of
enjoying live performances by diverse
artists and immersing myself in the
vibrant atmosphere was something |,
along with many others, was looking
forward to. The festival held the prom-
ise of unforgettable experiences, cul-
tural enrichment, and a sense of unity
among attendees. Its absence this year
is a poignant reminder of the void left
in both the cultural and social fabric of
the community.

Looking Ahead

While the cancellation of the Some-
thing in the Water Festival presents
significant challenges, it also offers
an opportunity for Virginia Beach and
the Tidewater region to reassess and
fortify their event planning strategies.

www .NuFocusVA.com 7
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By recognizing and addressing the full spectrum of impacts, the community can
cultivate a more resilient event ecosystem that benefits all stakeholders. Open
communication between organizers, local authorities, and community members,
coupled with adaptable approaches, will be crucial. This ensures that even when
faced with setbacks, the community is equipped to pivot and uncover new oppor-
tunities for cultural and economic growth.

Lending with CALEE
Transforming
Organtzalional Culturs

i, Misnbea F. Manns
| — -

Transform Your Workplace with the Power of Belonging, Respect,
and Empathy

CALL NOW: (855)

Drawing from over 30 years of experience as an educator, school leader, thera-
pist, nonprofit administrator, Chief of Equity, Diversity & Opportunity, and board
member in both public and private sectors, Dr. Monica R. Manns explores the

fundamental human needs that shape workplace culture. g _' ; BEST-IMN-CLASS LEGAL SERVICES

In this groundbreaking book, Dr. Manns introduces the C.A.R.E.E. Framework—a Ectabiichad in 2000 the Low Cfice of Kvin E
practical, results-driven model designed to cultivate truly inclusive environ- e e o S
ments. Culture of Consciousness, Acceptance (Belonging), Results Orientation, Wi by v and s bean 1 ;.—;.'a.g i i
Engagement, and Empowerment form the foundation of this transformative ThaT R o

approach.

Sandng Mardand DT, ond Wingirss
Through personal reflections and professional insights, this book equips readers
with actionable strategies to navigate complex professional landscapes, foster T -
meaningful dialogue, and implement lasting change. Whether you're a leader, - . Lk
manager, educator, or professional seeking to build a more inclusive, empow- SCHEDULE A COMSULTATION
ered workplace, this book provides a roadmap to creating cultures where every ————————————————
individual feels valued, heard, and empowered to thrive.

WIAWW KEVINEWILSOMNLAW .COM
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MLK DAY OF

Being
change we
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Hunter Hartley of the Legal aid
office provided great informa-

tion on renters rights and other

topics.

There were many other com-
munity resources available on
this day of service. Many of the
programs from Total Action for
Progress (TAP) were present with
their clients. Our Army recruiter

stayed all day with information

on how to join the armed services

for those eligible.

Attorney Kevin Wilson
came down from his
main office in DC to sup-
port this great effort in
his hometown.

10 The Focus Magazine

John Fishwick

Mr Fishwick and members of

his firm came to the afternoon

session to answer questions and

provide guidance

ing, employment, and even education. Free
legal advice, offered through legal clinics and
pro bono services, can serve as a critical re-
source in helping individuals navigate these
challenges, reduce disparities, and ensure
fairer outcomes for all.The Importance of
Free Legal Advice in Underserved Commu-
nities

The Hidden Burden of a Criminal Record

A criminal record can be a life-altering con-
sequence for anyone, but its effects are
especially devastating in underserved com-
munities. Felonies, or even lesser offenses
marked as barrier crimes, can create lasting
obstacles that severely limit opportunities.
In many states, having a criminal record can
disqualify individuals from securing housing,
finding stable employment, or qualifying
for financial aid to pursue education. These
barriers can make it extraordinarily difficult
to reintegrate into society after serving time,
leading many people to fall into cycles of pov-
erty, homelessness, or even recidivism.

For those who face charges, the severity of a
felony conviction or a “barrier crime” (crimes
that disqualify individuals from obtaining
certain professional licenses or positions)
can overshadow their potential, regardless
of whether they were fairly represented in
court. The realities of inadequate legal rep-
resentation—whether due to cost, lack of
resources, or the overwhelming caseload of
public defenders—leave many defendants
with minimal legal advice or insufficient de-
fense.

Legal Clinics and Pro Bono Services: A
Lifeline for the Underserved

One solution to this disparity is the expan-
sion of free legal advice through legal clinics
and pro bono services. Legal clinics, often run
by law schools, nonprofit organizations, or
community-based groups, offer individuals
in underserved communities the opportuni-
ty to receive free or low-cost legal consulta-
tions. These clinics can assist with everything
from navigating the criminal justice system
to sealing or expunging records, which can
offer a second chance for those who want to
move past their mistakes.

Pro bono legal services, provided by volun-

we are the New Focus.

teer lawyers and firms, can also make a sig-
nificant difference. Many attorneys and firms
donate their time to represent individuals
who cannot afford legal counsel. This can
help ensure that those facing felony charges
or dealing with the aftermath of a criminal
conviction have access to the kind of repre-
sentation that could potentially change the
trajectory of their lives. Pro bono legal teams
can also advocate for policy changes to re-
duce the long-term consequences of criminal
records and push for reforms that make the
justice system more equitable.

Addressing Disparities in Legal Repre-
sentation

The disparities in legal representation—
particularly for low-income individuals—
are not merely a matter of access to a
lawyer, but also a matter of quality. In
the U.S., public defenders are often over-
whelmed by caseloads, with some han-
dling hundreds of cases at once. As a re-
sult, many defendants receive inadequate
legal counsel during their trials, which can
lead to wrongful convictions or unneces-
sarily harsh sentences. Even for those who
are lucky enough to afford private legal
services, the high costs can often result in
compromised defense strategies or quick
plea deals out of financial necessity.

Legal clinics and pro bono services address
these disparities by offering quality, dedi-
cated legal support without the financial
burden. Through these avenues, individ-
uals facing criminal charges or trying to
overcome the stigma of a criminal record
are given a better chance at a fair trial or
an opportunity to move forward with a
clean slate.

Reducing Recidivism and Fostering Re-
habilitation

Access to quality legal advice also plays a
crucial role in reducing recidivism. When
individuals are able to navigate the legal
system effectively, they are more likely to
engage in rehabilitative programs, secure
employment, and avoid the revolving door
of incarceration. Legal clinics and pro bono
services can assist in sealing criminal re-
cords or obtaining post-conviction relief,
which often leads to better employment

www.NuFocusVA.com 11
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we are the New Focus.

prospects and housing opportunities, contributing to a more successful reintegration into
society.

Furthermore, free legal services can help individuals better understand their rights and
responsibilities, preventing future legal troubles and fostering self-empowerment. By
helping clients navigate the complexities of the criminal justice system, legal advisors can
act as a bridge to a more stable and secure life.

A Call for Broader Access to Legal Support

Free legal advice through legal clinics and pro bono services is not just a tool for individual
justice but a crucial step toward dismantling broader systemic inequalities. By providing
quality representation to those who would otherwise go without, we can help ensure
that individuals in underserved communities have the chance to rebuild their lives and
overcome the barriers that criminal convictions often impose. Without equal access to
legal resources, the cycle of disadvantage will continue to perpetuate itself. It is time for
society to recognize that providing legal counsel to the underserved is not just a matter of
fairness—it's a matter of creating a more just and equitable future for all.

NFX - Justice Business Ecosystem Center Rallies the Community Togeth-
er to Answer the Call

On Monday, January 20, 2024, The Justice Business Ecosystem Center rose to the occa-
sion. As a tribute to the legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr, the Non-Profit Organization
hosted its first MLK Day of Service - Expungement Event in the beautiful and historic Hotel
Roanoke. Roanoke native, Attorney Kevin Wilson, spoke with attendees of the event on a
range of topics. Most received consultations on criminal matters resulting in convictions
on their record that have caused significant barriers to obtaining opportunities that could
improve their overall quality of life. Kevin Wilson currently practices out of Silver Springs,
Maryland. He is experienced with litigating criminal cases to personal injury cases and
estate planning. Kevin was honored to return to his hometown to volunteer his services
to a community that he is passionate about. John P Fishwick and his legal team of experts
consulted with attendees on Federal - Criminal Matters and Civil Rights Law. Outside of
his legal practice, John Fishwick is an advocate for criminal justice reform and regularly
speaks on issues related to law enforcement, public policy, and fair trial rights. Hunter
Hartley presented information to attendees about Fair Housing and Tenants Rights on
behalf of The Legal Aid Society of Roanoke Valley. With the epidemic of homelessness ris-
ing across the Country, equipping the community with knowledge surrounding landlord
/ tenant issues was a highlight of the day. In addition to free legal advice, attendees were
able to talk with representatives of agencies providing community resources for a range
of other services.

NFX - Web Academy, Family Services of Roanoke Valley, TAP, Fralin Free Clinic, Brightview
and Life Force all set up exhibits to highlight the services they offer and talk with attend-
ees about their intake processes.

The Justice Business Ecosystem Center is incredibly grateful for its sponsors, volunteers
and participants that made the National Day of Service event possible. Dates for future
events offering free legal services will be announced here and on all NFX Media Platforms.
Stay connected and stay focused.

www . NuFocusVA. com
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TRAVEL CAN
GIVE GREAT PRESENT
OF EMOTIONS

at 70mph

Mitch Hale drove this country for the past 10
years. Now he is focused on bringing new ener-
gy to the community that raised him.

As a 52-year-old truck
driver, I've spent a sig-
nificant part of my life
crisscrossing the high-
ways, my world a blur
at 70 miles per hour.
The open road has been
both a classroom and a
sanctuary, teaching me
lessons of resilience,
patience, and the pro-

L
Haadt

A LN precious McCollugh

found beauty of the
American landscape. Yet,
as the miles rolled by, a
yearning grew within me
a desire to slow down
and invest in the place |
call home: Roanoke.

Roanoke is a city with
great bones, a place rich
in history and potential.

16 The Focus Magazine

Board Member
since 2022

&
THE TEAM
Erimes e

Denashia
Dunnaville
Board Member
since 2024

we are the New Focus.

These are the people who have laid the foundation for
our community, and they deserve to live with dignity
and comfort.

Life on the Road

It's a city that has seen its share of challenges, but it's also a community ripe with
opportunity. As | transition from life on the road to a more grounded existence,
my focus has shifted to hometown initiatives that can help strengthen our com-
munity from within.

Cultivating Community Policing

Another area where I've turned my attention is community policing. It's easy
to feel disconnected from the people who are meant to protect and serve us,
but building trust and collaboration with local law enforcement can create saf-
er neighborhoods. By organizing community meetings and fostering open dia-
logues, we can bridge gaps and work together to address the unique challenges

www.NuFocusVA.com 17
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our community faces. It's about building relationships and ensuring that every-
one feels heard and valued.

Supporting Growth Through Skill

Roanoke's potential lies in the hands of its residents. By encouraging skill de-
velopment and craftsmanship, we can create a culture of excellence that per-
meates every aspect of our community. Whether it's through vocational training
programs or local workshops, providing opportunities for people to hone their
skills not only benefits individuals but also strengthens the local economy. When
we do things with skill and do them well, we set standards that inspire others and
elevate our community.

Building from Within

The road has taught me the value of perseverance and adaptability. Now, I'm tak-
ing those lessons and applying them to my efforts in Roanoke. The journey ahead
is about more than just physical repairs or policy changes; it's about nurturing a
spirit of collaboration and empowerment. It's about investing time, energy, and
resources into our city's future and encouraging others to do the same.

Roanoke has the bones to become something truly remarkable. By focusing
on initiatives that repair, cultivate, and support, we can build a community that
thrives on its collective strength and shared values. As | step off the road, my
commitment is to contribute to this vision—a vision where everyone has the op-
portunity to grow, succeed, and feel at home.

The Road Ahead

Life at 70 mph taught me to appreciate the journey, and now, as | slow down, I'm
excited to see where this new path will lead. | invite you to join me in building a
stronger, more vibrant Roanoke. Let's work together to harness the potential of
our community and create a future that we can all be proud of. After all, the road
may have been my past, but Roanoke is my future.

by Mitch Hale

18 The Focus Magazine
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New Year w NFX

FOCUS AWARDS

CELEBRATING THE CHANGE MAKERS OF 2024
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The “New Year with NFX Din-
ner,” held at the illustrious Ho-
tel Roanoke, was nothing short
of an enchanting evening, her-
alding the dawn of 2025 with a
vibrant celebration. As guests
arrived, the air was thick with
excitement and anticipation,
setting the perfect tone for a
night devoted to honoring past
triumphs and envisioning fu-
ture possibilities.

Recognizing the great work
of influencers of the Star
City and Giving Vision for
the future

(left) Andy Brady of Brady's Distillery recognized as a Sta In-
fluencer

(below) Nari'k Page addresses the attendees with FY25 plans

{:' THE FOCUS

online Visite

-

www.NuFocusVA.com

The evening commenced
with an eloquent welcome
from Brandon Evans. His
speech, a tapestry wo-
ven with themes of unity,
growth, and shared victo-
ries, resonated deeply with
the audience. It was a call to
acknowledge the journey of
the past year while gazing
forward to the endless po-
tential that lay ahead.

2024: A Year in Review:

Steve Martin then graced
the stage, captivating the
audience with the 2024
Impact Report. His presen-
tation was a vivid tableau
of NFX's vast achievements

Talent in the Star 2024 winner
Kamaya Andrews sings a song for

the audience

Toni Jennings Board
Member since 2022

MEET
THE

Steve Martin Board
Member since 2020
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YOU HAVE SOMETHING TO DO
across diverse sectors. Through strategic initiatives and collaborative efforts, NFX had HOLIDAY wEEKEND Now

driven significant change, creating communities that thrived with vibrancy and resilience.
The audience, filled with pride, absorbed each word, their minds reflecting on the monu-
mental strides made.

Strategic Visioning:

Nari'k Page led a pivotal session on aligning board members with committees, a strategic
move to leverage the strengths of each individual. This alignment was designed to ensure
that NFX's forthcoming projects were approached with precision and innovative thinking.
The discussions were animated, embodying the progressive ethos that is the hallmark of
NFX.

A Culinary Delight:

Dinner was an exquisite affair, a gastronomic journey that tantalized the palate and com-
plemented the evening's sophisticated ambiance. Each dish was a masterpiece, crafted
with skill and creativity, offering a sensory delight that perfectly matched the night's ele-
gance.

Recognizing Excellence:
The awards segment was a highlight, honoring those who had made significant contribu-
tions to their communities. The Top Influencer Awards celebrated leaders in small busi-

nesses, nonprofits, and the arts, while the Star Impact Awards acknowledged pioneers in ; W AU N
leadership, education, economy, and culture. These winners, chosen for their dedication 1 ¥ W
and remarkable impact, shone as beacons of inspiration. ' ' ﬂ @

Artistic Showcases:
Entertainment reached its zenith with spellbinding performances by Kamaya Andrews Py { : & FREEDDH
and AhRiya Mahloni. Kamaya, with her soulful voice and commanding stage presence,
captivated the audience, each note a testament to her extraordinary talent. Meanwhile,
AhRiya's performance was a visual feast, her graceful movements weaving a narrative of
creativity and cultural richness. Together, their artistry elevated the evening, reminding
everyone of the power of the arts in community building.

Looking to the Future:

In his closing remarks, Thom Page inspired attendees to carry the momentum of the eve-
ning into the new year, emphasizing the importance of fostering deeper connections and
collaboration. As the event drew to a close, the room buzzed with lively discussions, in-
novative ideas, and a unified commitment to making 2025 a year of unparalleled impact.

In essence, the “New Year with NFX Dinner” was an unforgettable celebration, a tribute to
past achievements and a hopeful glance toward the future. It was a poignant reminder
of the transformative power of community and shared vision. With renewed vigor and
an unwavering commitment, NFX stands poised to continue making a positive, lasting
difference in the world.

YE) DOWN IN THE PARK * \
* COMMUNITY FESTIVAL & CONCERT

JULY 5, 2025

24 The Focus Magazine
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REAL TALK SPORTS

PASTOR JEREL RHODES INSTALLED
AS SENIOR PASTOR

In a ceremony filled with heartfelt emotion and spiritual significance, Pastor Jerel Rhodes was
officially installed as the Senior Pastor of Kingdom Life Ministries. The sanctuary was alive with
excitement and anticipation as the congregation gathered to witness this pivotal moment in the
church’s history.

The day was perfect, the sun shining warmly as if to bless the occasion. Inside, the praise team sang
like angels, their voices lifting the spirits of everyone present. It was a fitting tribute to a man who
has been part of the church community since his childhood.

Pastor Jerel Rhodes’ journey to this moment has been one of dedication and service. Growing up
in Kingdom Life Ministries, he was nurtured by a community that recognized his potential early on.
After graduating high school, Jerel pursued higher education, earning a degree in counseling. For
nearly three decades, he worked as a school counselor, shaping the lives of countless young people.
Now, he steps into his new role, embracing the call to be a spiritual counselor to his congregation.

The installation service was a family affair, with Pastor Rhodes’ wife and children playing integral
roles. His children moved the congregation to tears as they recited his favorite poem, capturing
the essence of their father's journey and the love that binds their family. It was a moment that
underscored the deep personal and spiritual connections that Pastor Rhodes has cultivated over
the years.

Beyond the walls of the church, Pastor Rhodes has made a significant impact on the wider com-
munity. He founded the Renaissance Academy, an organization dedicated to preparing young men
for the challenges of adulthood, guiding them toward successful futures both in college and in life.
Additionally, his leadership in the Virginia Wolverines AAU football program has opened doors for
many young athletes, helping them secure college scholarships and further their education through
sports.

Pastor Rhodes’ installation as Senior Pastor marks a new chapter for Kingdom Life Ministries. His
vision for the church is one of growth, outreach, and continued service to the community. With his
deep roots in the church and his unwavering commitment to helping others, there is no doubt that
he will lead with wisdom and grace.

As the congregation looks to the future, they
do so with confidence, knowing that Pastor

T
-
r

Rhodes is not just a leader but a beloved 2'}25 C]M ML ﬂF FAL'E

member of their spiritual family. His jour-
ney from a young church member to Senior
Pastor is a testament to the power of faith,
community, and perseverance.

Kingdom Life Ministries, under Pastor Jer-
el Rhodes' guidance, is poised for a future
filled with hope and promise, ready to make
an even greater impact on the lives of those
it touches.

by Nari'’k Page
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FOCUSED RADIO
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The Ever
Evolving
Soundscape:
From Super
Bowl Stages to
Indie Waves

The music industry is experi-
encing an electrifying moment,
with cultural shifts and ground-
breaking achievements shaping
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by Erica Jenkins

the landscape.
From Kend-
rick Lamar's
jaw-dropping
Super Bowl
halftime show
dominating
conversations
to Beyoncé
making history
with her Gram-
my win for Best
Country Album,
the boundaries
of genre, influ-
ence, and artist-
ry continue to
expand. These
mainstream
moments cap-
ture headlines,
but beyond the
spotlight of in-
dustry  giants
lies a thriving
world of inde-
pendent music—where innova-
tion, authenticity, and raw talent
redefine the sound of R&B, Hip
Hop, and Soul.

In this vibrant underground
scene, indie artists are proving
that success isn't solely dictated
by major labels or radio airplay.
Instead, they are carving their
own paths, amassing dedicat-
ed fan bases through streaming
platforms, social media, and live
performances. With platforms

we are the New Focus.

like Focused Radio amplifying their voices, these artists are not just al-
ternatives to mainstream music—they are pioneers shaping the future
of the industry.

Aaron Page: The Crooner with Swagger

One name making undeniable waves in the indie circuit is Aaron Page.
His ability to blend deep, introspective lyricism with smooth, infectious
melodies has made him a standout presence in the R&B world. His hit
track “Lord Knows" is more than just a song—it's an experience. With
emotionally charged storytelling wrapped in rich instrumentation, the
track resonates deeply with listeners, while its visually stunning video
adds another layer of artistry to his work.

Not stopping there, Aaron Page’s collaboration with Breez Kennedy
on “The Girl You Are” showcases his ability to fuse heartfelt narratives
with captivating melodies. The track is a perfect example of his knack
for balancing traditional R&B elements with a modern touch, creating
a timeless sound that keeps audiences hooked. Whether through his
smooth vocal delivery or his charismatic presence, Page continues to
establish himself as an artist to watch.

Gee-Lit: A Name That Speaks for Itself

From opening up during Some-
thing in the Water Festival in
Tidewater to rubbing shoulders
with industry heavyweights like
Kehlani, Gee-Lit is proving that
indie artists can hold their own
alongside mainstream giants.
Her music exudes an effortless
cool, blending confidence with
vulnerability in a way that capti-
vates audiences.

Her tracks “Jan 18" and “Ain
nun” have quickly become un-
derground anthems. Whether
it's the hypnotic production, the
clever wordplay, or the undeni-
able groove, her music has an
infectious quality that turns any
space into a dance floor. But be-
yond the beats, Gee-Lit's artistry

FOCUSED RADIO
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lies in her ability to tell stories—stories of love, resilience, and self-dis-
covery—all wrapped in a sonic package that feels both deeply person-
al and universally relatable.

Her live performances are nothing short of electric, radiating an ener-
gy that commands attention and solidifies her place as one of the indie
scene’s most exciting voices.

The Indie Music Landscape: A Fusion of Authenticity and Innova-
tion

The beauty of the indie R&B, Hip Hop, and Soul scene lies in its limit-
less creativity. Unlike the constraints often found in commercial music,
independent artists have the freedom to experiment, push boundar-
ies, and stay true to their artistic visions. Whether it's through deeply
personal storytelling, genre-blending production, or a commitment to
social commentary, these artists are redefining what modern music
can be.

Aaron Page and Gee-Lit are just two examples of the incredible talent
bubbling beneath the surface. They, along with countless other indie
artists, bring an unfiltered rawness that resonates with listeners seek-
ing more than just radio hits—they crave music that speaks to the soul.
Focused Radio: The Home of Indie Excellence

For those eager to stay ahead of the curve and discover the next big
thing in R&B, Hip Hop, and Soul, Focused Radio is the ultimate desti-
nation. More than just a platform, it's a movement—one dedicated to
amplifying the voices of independent artists who are redefining the
industry.

Whether you're looking for underground hits, soulful ballads, or in-
novative rap anthems, Focused Radio delivers the freshest and most
authentic sounds in indie music. By championing these artists, the
platform ensures that the pulse of the indie scene remains strong, dy-
namic, and impossible to ignore.

Tap Into the Future of Music

The mainstream music industry may have its giants, but the heart and
soul of the culture thrive in the indie scene. With platforms like Fo-
cused Radio providing a stage for these incredible artists, fans have
access to a world of music that is as diverse as it is groundbreaking.
So, plug in, press play, and immerse yourself in the indie revolution—
because the future of R&B, Hip Hop, and Soul is being written right
now. And trust us, you won't want to miss a single note.
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NFH 2024 IMPACT WAS TRULY ELT

As the WEBe Coordinator, it’s an
honor to stand before you tonight
and share our achievements over
the past year. The Workforce +
Entrepreneurship = Business En-
terprise Academy, fondly known
as WEBe, is dedicated to sparking
commercial and economic devel-
opment throughout Virginia. It’s
a responsibility | take to heart as
the Project Lead for this initiative.

My role revolves around building
bridges—connecting job seek-

ers and budding entrepreneurs
with stakeholders who can open
doors to tangible opportunities.
With my decades of experience

in financial planning, my aim is

to provide our participants with
practical, strategic guidance.
Sometimes, that means having
honest conversations about when
it’s best to dive into entrepreneur-
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ship, and when staying the course
with a 9-to-5 might be the wiser
choice.

Reflecting on this past year, |

was deeply involved with many
projects in our impact report.

It’s been a privilege to witness
firsthand the ripple effects of

our efforts in Roanoke and the
emerging vibrancy in the Alleghe-
ny Highlands community.

In 2022, we were grateful to
receive a grant of $30,000 in ARPA
funding that jump started our
WEBe Academy. This past year,
I’'m pleased to announce that our
hard work has resulted in a total
giveback to our community. We
have distributed over $30,000

in grants and contract opportu-
nities to our cohort directly and
supported other organizations

along the way. Beyond financial
support, we proudly maintained
two full-time and five part-time
employees, generating over six fig-
ures in revenue through services
provided. This is the benchmark
we aspire for each business that
graduates from our academy.

And now, it gives me great plea-
sure to present the 2024 Impact
Report, showcasing the fruits of
our labor and dedication.

Impact Report for NuFocusedX
LLC (NFX) — 2024 Highlights

1. Engaging Youth Workshops (No-
vember & December):

NFX, in collaboration with WEBe
Academy and TAP/This Valley
Works, led two impactful work-
shops aimed at empowering youth
service providers in the Roanoke
Valley. The “Engaging Youth
through Entrepreneurship” work-

we are the New Focus.

shop held in November provided
participants with insights into
fostering entrepreneurial mind-
sets among youth as a compelling
alternative path for success. The
December “Marketing to Youth”
session built on these foundations,
equipping service providers with
strategies to effectively reach
young audiences. Both workshops
were well-received, facilitating
networking and collaborative com-
munities.

2. What'’s Good, Roanoke Cam-
paign (January-July):

As part of the holistic strategy to
uplift and strengthen Roanoke
families and youth, NFX subcon-
tracted with 5 Points Creative

to manage social media efforts
for the What’s Good, Roanoke
Campaign. This campaign, a joint
initiative with the City of Roanoke
and the Gun Violence Prevention
Commission, focused on address-
ing gun violence through commu-
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nity empowerment.

3. Roanoke Fashion Week Sponsorship (April):

In a strategic move to support local businesses, NFX served as an Event
Sponsor for the 6th Annual Roanoke Fashion Week. The grand finale was
successfully hosted at The Hotel Roanoke’s Ballroom, marking a signifi-
cant milestone for both the event and the participating stakeholders.

4. Tomorrow’s Leaders Summer Youth Work Program & Talent in the Star
Competition (June-August):

This summer, NFX, in partnership with TAP, provided a transformative
arts camp for middle and high school students, culminating in the Talent
in the Star competition. The program offered artistic exploration and
workforce training, positively impacting both attendees and the broader
community. Community engagement was further bolstered by collabora-
tions that provided workforce skills and a supportive platform for youth
expression amid regional challenges.

5. Sickle Cell Awareness Month Grief and Loss Yoga Workshop (Septem-
ber):

NFX facilitated a yoga workshop through Life Force, focusing on wellness
techniques and grief support for those impacted by Sickle Cell disease.
This event exemplified NFX’s commitment to directly improving commu-
nity health and wellbeing.

6. TAP Covington Workshops and 2nd Chances Trainings (June-October):
Building on their local success, NFX extended their reach into Covington,
offering workshops and training through TAP. These initiatives aimed to
enhance skills and provide new opportunities for personal and profes-
sional growth within the community.

Throughout 2024, NFX has demonstrated a robust commitment to com-
munity development and youth empowerment across diverse initiatives.
By fostering collaboration, creativity, and practical skill development,
NFX contributed to a sustainable and impactful change in the Roanoke
Valley and beyond. Looking ahead, NFX plans to further expand these
successful programs to broader communities, reiterating their dedica-
tion to nurturing tomorrow’s leaders.
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SPECIALS

TUESDAY

«Chopped Steak
& 2 Sides

THURSDAY

-Double Cheeseburger
= Fries @ & a drink
WEDNESDAY

« Grilled BBQ Pork
Chops & 2 sides

540-795-9165
1:30 AM-2:00 PM
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