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Addenda #45 – February 2026 
 
H.R.7296 – SAVE America Act 
119th Congress (2025-2026) 
Introduced: 01/03/2026 
Sponsor: Rep. Chip Roy (R-TX) 
Cosponsors: 108 Republican cosponsors (0 Democrat cosponsors) 
Latest Action: Received in Senate – 04/10/2025 
 
This bill requires individuals to provide documentary proof of U.S. citizenship when registering to 
vote and requires photo identification to vote in federal elections. 

Specifically, the bill prohibits states from accepting and processing an application to register to vote 
in a federal election unless the applicant presents documentary proof of U.S. citizenship. The bill 
specifies what documents are considered acceptable proof of U.S. citizenship, such as identification 
that complies with the REAL ID Act of 2005 that indicates U.S. citizenship. 

Further, the bill (1) prohibits states from registering an individual to vote in a federal election 
unless, at the time the individual applies to register to vote, the individual provides documentary 
proof of U.S. citizenship; and (2) requires states to establish an alternative process under which an 
applicant may submit other evidence to demonstrate U.S. citizenship. 

Each state must take affirmative steps on an ongoing basis to ensure that only U.S. citizens are 
registered to vote, which shall include establishing a program to identify individuals who are not 
U.S. citizens using information supplied by certain sources. 

Additionally, states must remove noncitizens from their official lists of eligible voters. 

The bill (1) provides for a private right of action for certain violations, and (2) establishes criminal 
penalties for certain offenses. 

Individuals voting in federal elections must present an eligible photo identification document. An 
individual who votes by absentee ballot must submit a copy of their identification document with 
both the request for, and the submission of, the absentee ballot. 
 
H.R.22, the SAVE Act was introduced into the House of Representatives on the first day it met, 
January 3, 2025, finally passing by voice vote 220 to 208, on April 10, 2025. All 216 Republicans 
and 4 Democrats voted Yea, while 208 Democrats voted Nay. 
The bill was received in the Senate the same day, but no action was taken by the Senate on the bill.  
The bill was reintroduced into the House on January 3, 2026 as H.R.7296 – SAVE America Act. On 
February 11, 2026, the House passed the bill 218 to 213. All 217 Republicans and 1 Democrat voted 
Yea, 213 Democrats voted Nay. The only Democrat voting Yay this time was Rep. Henry Cuellar of 
the Texas 28th congressional district. His district, which is 75% Hispanic, is a Democrat stronghold, 
with Cuellar being elected to serve it every two years since 2004. The southernmost part of the 28th 
district ends at a 170 mile stretch of the U.S., Mexico border, where millions of illegal immigrants 
have crossed into the United States. Rep. Henry Cuellar knows the illegal immigrant problem 
well… 
 
A path forward in the Senate, requiring 60 votes to clear the filibuster, is less likely to occur, as 
Republicans have just a six vote advantage (53 Republicans, 45 Democrats, 2 Independents) 
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The 2002 Help America Vote Act requires first time voter registrants to provide either a driver's 
license number or the last four digits of his or her Social Security number at the time of registration, 
but no ID at the polls or for casting “provisional” mail-in ballots. Thirty-six states currently require 
voters to show some form of identification at the polls. The remaining 14 states use “other methods” 
to verify voter identification and eligibility. An October 2024 Gallup poll showed that 84% of 
respondents favor requiring all voters to provide photo identification at their voting place in order to 
vote and 83% favored  requiring people who are registering to vote for the first time, to provide 
proof of citizenship. 35% of respondents favored removing people from voter registration lists if 
they don’t vote in any elections over a five-year period. When those poll numbers are broken down 
by party affiliation, Republicans overwhelmingly approve of voter ID at the polls (98% R to 67% 
D) and providing proof of citizenship for first time voter registration (96% R to 66% D). 
Republicans say current voting laws, which only require sworn statement of citizenship in order to 
register and vote, is not strong enough and documentary proof is needed. Supporters of the Act also 
argue that ID requirements can prevent in-person voter fraud and increase public confidence in the 
election process. 
 
Democrats point out that it’s already illegal for non-U.S. citizens to vote in federal elections, and 
proven instances of voter fraud, including voting by noncitizens are rare. Democrats and ‘voting 
rights advocates’ say the new SAVE Act is even worse than the prior version and would make 
voting “notably more difficult” for tens of millions of Americans who don't have easy access to 
necessary personal documentation. They cite the low number of individuals that have passports 
(48%), but a 2016 survey done by Harvard University (2016 Survey of the Performance of 
American Elections) indicated that more than 96% of respondents had some form of government 
issued ID which would allow them to vote at the polls and register to vote for the first time. Based 
on the percentage of respondents in the Harvard poll and U.S. Census data, that 3.4% would be 
equal to 5.4 million people who don’t have or were not sure if they had photo ID. 
 
As an IRS certified tax preparer for the AARP Tax-Aide program, I require photo ID (and a Social 
Security card or alternate document) for everyone filing a Federal and NY State tax return at the two 
locations I work at. In 2025, we filed 448 tax returns at those two locations, and every single person 
on each return showed us photo ID and proof of Social Security number. This includes an 
overwhelming majority of taxpayers that were elderly and/or low income. Even if the individual 
does not drive, they can get a Non-Driver ID card from their local Department of Motor Vehicle 
office with minimal effort.  (I took my 83-year old mother to the DMV to apply for this ID) 
 
Democrats and ‘voting rights advocates’ claim that voter ID laws disproportionally affect minority, 
low-income, and elderly voters, who may face barriers in obtaining the necessary identification. 
This, they claim, is “voter suppression” designed to reduce turnout among demographics that 
traditionally lean Democratic. In the 2024 Presidential election cycle, Democrats spent millions of 
dollars on ad campaigns, encouraging people to get out and vote.  
In November 2024, 155.238 million people cast ballots in the Presidential election, 57.8% of all 
registered voters. That was 2.9 million fewer votes than cast in 2020 when the turnout was the 
highest in 13 elections at 62.8%,  but 18.5 million more votes than cast in 2016 when 55.7% of 
registered voters bothered to go to the polls. Even in 2012, just 54.9% of registered voters bothered 
to go to the polls during Barack Obama’s reelection campaign. Think of that for a minute…  Barack 
Obama, the countries first black president, received only 65.9 million votes, 3.5 million fewer than 
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 when he won in 2008 and 58.3% of registered voters went to the polls. 
 
The truth is, there is no voter suppression or disenfranchisement. There is, however, voter apathy 
and laziness, tied to the fact that elected representatives never seem to accomplish the things they 
promised voters. A YouTube video taken on September 26, 2012 outside an event for Republican 
presidential candidate Mitt Romney, shows a black woman yelling that “Everybody in Cleveland, 
low [income] minority got [an] Obama phone. Keep Obama president… you know he gave us a 
phone…” The Obama phone was a reference to a federal program that provided subsidized phones 
to low-income individuals, a program which actually began during the Reagan administration, but 
she was too ignorant to know this. This, is why people go to the polls. To get “free stuff” or reduced 
price stuff. When promises don’t pan out for voters, they stop going to the polls to vote; they know 
nothing is going to change for them. That’s not voter suppression. That’s ‘reality.’ 
 
In response to the 2020 presidential election claims of voter fraud and lax requirements for 
provisional mail-in ballots, drop-boxes and ballot harvesting, the Georgia Senate passed the 
Election Integrity Act of 2021. The bill, nicknamed the “Voter Suppression Act” by opponents, 
passed along party lines by a vote of 100 to 75 in the House and 34 to 19 in the Senate. President 
Biden called the bill, “Jim Crow 2.0.”  
 
The 2021 bill tightened absentee voter ID requirements, requiring them to include the number from 
a driver’s license or other state issued identification on their ballot. Previously, voters were only 
required to sign their ballot as proof of identity authentication. Any person who did not have a 
government issued identification card, could get a voter identification card at multiple locations by 
showing documentation of their birth and legal address. The bill also prohibited officials sending 
out unsolicited absentee ballots, limited the number of ballot drop-box locations and mandated 
signature verification on all absentee ballots cast. The bill also expanded in-person early voting and 
increased the number of voting stations or staff where had been long lines. 
 
A May 2024 report on the election law done by the Department of Political Science of Oklahoma 
State University found that; 
 Overall, Georgia voters reported a positive voting experience during the 2022 midterm  
 Almost no voters reported issues of any kind in casting a ballot in the 2022 election   
 In terms of difficulty, almost all voters indicated that casting a ballot in 2022 was easier or the 

same as casting a ballot in 2020   
 In general, voter confidence was up in 2022 as compared to 2020   
 An overwhelming majority of voters were confident their vote was counted as intended and a 

healthy majority were also confident the statewide vote was correctly counted 
 A plurality of LEOs indicated that the absentee ballot/application verification process did not 

result in fewer rejections   
 A plurality of LEOs stated that the shortened deadline to request an absentee ballot resulted in 

fewer problems 

In general, the OSU study found “a very positive picture of voters’ perceptions” of the first election 
after the Election Integrity Act was passed. “In terms of overall voting experience, 72% rated their 
experience as excellent, up from 55% of voters following the 2020 election”  
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There you have it… nothing to prove Democrats claims of voter suppression. In fact, the number of 
ballots cast in the 2024 presidential election increased 5% from 2020 and the number of ballots cast 
in the governor’s race in 2022 also increased from the 2018 election.  
 
In 2020, 4.997 million Georgians cast votes for President of the United States: 3.671 million voters 
cast ballots during advanced voting or on election day, 1.325 million cast absentee or provisional 
ballots. In 2024, 5.25 million Georgians cast votes for President of the United States: 4.396 million 
voters cast ballots during advanced voting or on election day, an increase of almost 20%. 287,003 
cast absentee or provisional ballots, a decrease of 78% from the previous election. Even though 
election laws changed, votes cast increased by 5% even as the population of the state increased by 
4%.  
 
There was no widespread proof of voter suppression as claimed by Democrats. You need a 
government issued photo ID to purchase alcohol, tobacco products, open a bank account, apply for 
food stamps, welfare, Medicaid, Social Security, unemployment benefits and to file tax returns. You 
need a government issued photo ID to purchase or rent a vehicle, rent a hotel room, get married, 
apply for a fishing or hunting license, purchase a gun or ammunition, adopt a pet, get on an airplane 
or ship. You need a government issued photo ID for a majority of the goods and services people use  
 
But now they’re making the same old claims of voter suppression for the SAVE Act with no 
verifiable proof to back them up. The Brenan Center for Justice calls the Act an attack on the 
freedom to vote. The League of Women Voters says it us a “dangerous step toward voter 
suppression.” The American Civil Liberties Union calls the SAVE Act “another thinly veiled 
attempt to interfere with our elections.” Senate Minority Leader Chuck Schumer has resurrected the 
Biden “Jim Crow 2.0” mantra once again. If the American public overwhelmingly supports voter ID 
(84% in that October 2024 Gallup poll, see page two), why is it so hard to get 60% of U.S. Senators 
to vote for the bill.  
 
Former Vice-President and 2024 Presidential candidate Kamala Harris recently made some 
outlandish claims about the SAVE Act and people who don’t have the required ID to vote. First, 
Harris claimed 40% of Americans do not have the basic documents required to register to vote. 
“You know what the SAVE Act would do? Require that people show a birth certificate or a passport 
to register to vote. I don’t have the exact numbers in front of me, but it’s something like 40% of 
Americans don’t have those documents.” The Brenan Center for Justice says 11% of eligible voters 
do not have required photo ID. Eligible voters would be U.S. citizens, age 18 and older, not 
convicted of a felony or currently serving time for other types of crimes, and individuals with 
certain mental disabilities.  
 
This cohort is estimated to be around 255 million individuals, 173.8 million who are registered 
voters, 155.2 million who cast ballots in November 2024.  
 * 68% of eligible voters were registered to vote as of November 2024 
 * 61% of eligible voters cast ballots in November 2024 
 * 89% of registered voters cast ballots in November 2024 
 
My ‘back of the envelope’ math says that based on these numbers, 81.2 million eligible voters 
(32%) were not registered to vote as of November 2024.  
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According to the Brennan Center for Justice, 28 million eligible voters lack the required photo ID, 
preventing them from voting or registering to vote. (The other 53 million individuals who are 
eligible to vote and apparently do have the required ID to register and vote, have chosen not to do 
so.) The report lists all sorts of excuses why these 81.2 million individuals can’t obtain 
identification including not having transportation, living too far from state ID issuing offices, 
limited office hours, etc. A June 2024 report released by The Identity Project shows that nearly 21 
million “voting-age” U.S. citizens do not have a current (non-expired) drivers license. This number 
is not accurate since not everyone of voting age is eligible to vote.  
 
The previous information shows that 14.7 million individuals are of voting age but are not eligible 
to vote. This number should be, but is not factored into the voter repression/suppression statistics 
published by both the Brennan Center for Justice, The Identity Project and Kamala Harris’ claims. 
Harris went on to also make claims about those being victimized by the Republican led SAVE Act, 
specifically calling out newly married women as being the most victimized by the bill. “Married 
women, if you changed your name and got married, it’s going to be difficult [as far as] what’s on 
your birth certificate, right? And what that’s going to do is complicate the ability of women to 
register to vote.” 
 
Let me get this right… Kamala Harris, a woman of color, a woman who became the California State 
Attorney General, a woman who was elected to the U.S. Senate, who became the first woman Vice-
President and who became one of only two women nominated by a major political party as a 
presidential candidate, is saying that women other than herself are too stupid and incompetent to 
have a drivers license and a social security card changed when they get married! But then again, this 
was to be expected, since Democrats are always claiming women and people of color are to stupid 
to be able to succeed without their financial and legislative help. 
 
In 2020, Joe Biden won the Presidency by 74 electoral votes. Less than 76,600 votes in four “swing 
states”; Georgia, Arizona, Wisconsin and Nevada decided the election in 2020. Donald Trump won 
four of those states in 2016. In 2020; 

* Voters cast 882,984 (21.46%) more votes in Georgia than in 2016. Trump lost by 11,779 votes.  
* Voters cast 812,129 (31.56%) more votes in Arizona than in 2016. Trump lost by 10,457 votes.  
* Voters cast 313,796 (10.50%) more votes in Wisconsin than 2016. Trump lost by 20,682 votes.  
* Voters cast 279,991 (24.90%) more votes in Nevada than in 2016.. Trump lost by 33,596 votes.  
 
In each case, the number of votes cast in these four states jumped by numbers that hadn’t been seen 
in previous presidential elections. It might have been a once in a lifetime response to relaxed voting 
regulations due to the COVID-19 pandemic. It might have been a historically great effort by 
Democrats to get their base out and vote the hated dictator Donald Trump out of office. Or, it might 
have been a result of election interference by Democrat officials who allowed thousands more to 
vote and didn’t verify identification, state residency or U.S. citizenship.  
Passing the SAVE America Act would ensure that we never have to answer these questions again, 
but Democrats don’t want that to happen. Ask yourself, WHY? 
 


