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Addenda #20 – September 2026 
Re: Why the younger generation has turned to Socialism/Marxism 
Ref: Addenda #11 – October 2025, July 2026 Update, Addenda #18 – July 2026 
 
 
This week, four Democratic members of Congress did something that took real guts. They 
wrote their own resolution calling out the Democratic Socialists of America (DSA) and 
condemning the DSA's platform as incompatible with American values. 
No Labels, September 4, 2026 
 
House votes to condemn socialism, with 8 Democrats joining Republicans 
CBS News, September 1, 2026 

Washington — The House on Tuesday adopted a resolution to denounce socialism "in all its forms" 
in a political messaging exercise ahead of the November elections.  

The House adopted the resolution in a 220 to 192 to 2 vote, with eight Democrats voting with all 
Republicans in favor. Two Democrats voted present. 
  
Republicans put House Resolution, H.R. 1490 on the floor of the House of Representatives 
for a symbolic vote to condemn socialism and rejecting socialism in all forms on September 
2, 2026. The purpose of forcing a vote on the resolution, was to make the American public 
aware of where the two parties, and their representatives stood on the issue of socialism and 
the ever increasing number of Democratic Socialists of America (DSA) and Justice 
Democrats candidates on the ballot this November. 
Reference: A Clear and Present Danger – Threat #1: Progressive Democrat Marxism; Addenda #11 – Update 
June 2026 
 
The resolution passed on party lines as expected, but eight Democrats had the courage to 
vote YEA with the Republicans. 192 Democrats voted NAY, refusing to condemn socialism, 
while 2 Democrats refused to vote on the resolution at all and 11 more were “absent” so 
their votes couldn’t be counted against them. The previous day, four House Democrats 
offered an alternative to the Republican resolution, directly criticizing the DSA and its 
policies. The authors of the Democrat alternative list how socialism has failed in nations 
that have instituted it and criticized DSA positions like abolishing capitalism and abolishing 
the armed forces. The Democrat resolution called the DSA’s ideology “incompatible with 
American values and the United States Constitution.”  
Note: The Democrat resolution did not contain a call to vote on the SAVE America Act, 
calling for proof of citizenship in order to register to vote in U.S. elections, which the 
Republican resolution included. 
 
I’ve written extensively on how socialism has affected people in the countries it has been 
instituted in before (Addenda #18 – July 2026) so I won’t go into that subject again. The 
fact that so many young people believe socialism will solve all the problems of the world 
still baffles me and led me to some serious consideration as to why this is so. 
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In The Communist Manifesto, Karl Marx and Fredrich Engels proposed a revolution of the 
“oppressed working class” (the proletariat) in order to overthrow the owner/ruling capitalist 
class (the bourgeoisie) and remake society. Proletarian collectivism, ownership and control 
of the means of production by the working class, was the ultimate goal of the Marxist 
revolution. Marx and Engels admitted that the majority of the working class didn’t realize 
they were being oppressed, so it was the job of Marxists to “educate” the proles that they 
were oppressed. Fast forward to the progressive, socialist/Marxist Democrat party of today 
which constantly portrays all ‘groups’; Blacks, Hispanics, women and LGBTQ+ as being 
victims of bias, hate and discrimination. 
 
I have made mention that outcomes depend on individual choices, just as much as what 
class of people individuals are born into. Children born into wealthy families, are vilified for 
having “wealth privilege” over poorer Americans, just as White people are vilified for 
having “white privilege” which automatically lifts them above people of color. To some 
extent this is true, but there are uncountable numbers of cases where individuals were born 
into poor families and become successful, as well as people of color were born into single 
parent families and became self-sufficient and successful. So much of an individual’s 
success depends on the influence of the culture and parents they are born with. Thomas 
Sowell has written several books on this subject, including Discrimination and Disparities 
and Wealth, Poverty and Politics, that show the typical narrative the left spins about this is 
not factual. 
 
By the liberal traditional narrative, I should have had not only ‘white privilege’ by being 
born into a white, middle class family, but also ‘wealth privilege’ because my father 
advanced to the upper management in a regional bank corporation, making a comfortable 
living for our family and leaving an inheritance for myself and my siblings. Yet as an 
adolescent, I put only as much effort into my education as was required to pass and graduate 
from high school. This attitude continued into my secondary education, which, much to my 
father’s dismay, was only graduating from community college with an associate’s degree. I 
was more interested in working a minimum wage retail job, earning enough money to afford 
my own apartment and party with my friends on the weekend. It wasn’t until years later that 
I realized my education choices led to a dead-end, minimum wage job that offered me no 
real choices for advancement and no opportunities for being hired into higher paying jobs. 
 
At that point, I took the initiative to apply for an electrical apprenticeship program with New 
York State, was accepted into the program and went through four years of schooling and 
work in the field. After that period I received my Journeyman certification and went on to 
continue self-study as well as attending other classes that were available for increasing my 
knowledge and value to my employers. I advanced from worker to foreman and eventually a 
position as an estimator and project manager, earning a good salary and benefits. I literally 
pulled my own self up from a lower wage retail job, commensurate with my education 
experience and became part of my companies management system with good pay and 
benefits. I did not play “the victim” and complain about my low paying job. Instead, I 
studied my profession and increased my value to my employer, who continued to promote 



A Clear and Present Danger – Threat #1: Progressive Democrat Marxism 
 

247 
 

me and increase my wage and benefits. I may have started out with white privilege and 
financial privilege, but in the end, it was my own determination and effort that got me to 
where I ended up.  

“The real problem of poverty is not a problem of “distribution” but of production. The poor are 
poor not because of something is being withheld from them but because, for whatever reason, they 
are not producing enough.”     Henry Hazlitt; American journalist, economist, and philosopher 
 
I find these claims of white privilege, financial privilege and victimhood amusing, due to 
my cynicism and sense of humor. For more than six decades, liberals and Democrat 
politicians have conned people into believing they alone, can lift people up to a better life. 
Every election cycle, you hear the same empty promises and at the end of their term, they go 
back to their constituents claiming they just need some more time to “finish the job.” Just 
four more years and I can finish what I started. The Democrat party has made a practice of 
dividing Americans by income, race, sex and gender, making members of each “group” 
victims that blames one other groups, typically white wealthy business owners, for their lack 
of success and income inequality. When groups couldn’t succeed on their own because they 
gave neither the determination nor effort needed to do so, they claimed their failures were 
the fault of the oppressor class. The Democrat party then went on to claim only they could 
lift the victims up to a better life through the policy of equity instead of equality. Equality 
means treating everyone the same and providing the same resources or opportunities, while 
equity involves providing whatever level of support the individual needs to ensure they can 
succeed. If I decided not to give the effort and determination needed to succeed in becoming 
successful, the government would have done something to ensure I was successful, even if I 
didn’t work to achieve it. 
 
Since the biggest Democrat liberal of all LBJ declared war on poverty in 1964, we've spent 
more than $16 trillion dollars on social welfare programs but have not been able to say the 
war has been won. As the National Review said on the 60th anniversary of LBJs declaration, 
“Success has come almost entirely from government transfer payments to poor households, 
not from improvements in the foundational aspects of a flourishing life… Our safety-net 
programs disincentivize work and marriage, and many low-income children still cannot 
access quality education due to our government’s policies.”  
Ref: How to Actually Triumph Over Poverty; National Review, January 8, 2024 
 
In 1959, 22.4% of all Americans lived in poverty; 18.1% for Whites only and 55.1% for 
Blacks only. In 1964, when President Lyndon Johnson declared his war, poverty was already 
on a decades long decline following the end of World War II, to 19.0% for all Americans, 
14.9% for Whites and 45.6% for Blacks. President Johnson’s Great Society agenda created a 
huge federal anti-poverty bureaucracy that continues today, including more than 80 federal 
social welfare programs spending more than $1 trillion each year to “lift people out of 
poverty”. Yet since the mid-70s, the rate of poverty has basically stayed the same, 
fluctuating up or down a few percentage points depending on recessions and recoveries. 
Ref: U.S. Census Bureau; Historical Poverty Tables: People and Families - 1959 to 2024, Table 2. Poverty 
Status of People by Family Relationship, Race, and Hispanic Origin: 1959 to 2024 (1) 
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“Admittedly, this [federal government spending] has substantially reduced the poverty rate. 
However, expanding transfer payments to reduce the poverty rate was simply a 
mathematical achievement. Fundamentally improving the lives of poor families has proved 
an entirely different task.” 
Ref: How to Actually Triumph Over Poverty; National Review, January 8, 2024 
 
In those six decades, liberal Democrats have intentionally created a culture of dependency 
among the poor and working poor. They claimed, “You can't do it without our help,” and 
their constituents believed it and live their lives accordingly. For decades, large urban cities 
with high populations of poor people voted only Democrat, in the belief that Democrat 
politicians would keep giving them “free stuff”; free housing, free food, free healthcare. 
They kept complaining about their quality of life but as long as Democrats continued to 
subsidize their life style, they continue returning them to office. 
 
Now, after finally realizing they've been lied to all those years, the people are looking for 
something different, someone else who WILL fulfill the promises liberal Democrats didn't. 
That is Bernie Sanders, Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, Zohran Mamdani, Justice Democrats and 
the Democrat Socialists of America. JD and DSA progressive Marxist candidates are 
primarying incumbent Democrats and winning. More than 250 DSA members now hold 
public office across 40 states, replacing liberal Democrats in those positions. The Democrat 
party itself has evolved, moving from liberalism to Marxist socialism, eating its own liberal 
base in the process. This is proof that both the war on poverty, Democrat social welfare and 
liberalism have failed and are in the process of being replaced by something far worse. 

 
Democratic Socialists of America:  Workers Deserve More platform 

 

o Extend full voting rights to all permanent U.S. residents 
o Extend full voting rights to incarcerated people and people with criminal convictions 
o Establish statehood for Washington D.C.  
o Expand and protect voting rights and end voter suppression. 
o Abolish the Electoral College 
o Replace the President and Supreme Court with an executive and judiciary chosen by and 

subordinate to Congress 
o Expand the House of Representatives 
o Abolish the Senate 
o Implement proportional representation and ranked choice voting in all elections 
o Establish public ownership of the largest corporations and essential industries 
o Enact aggressive wealth taxes on the richest individuals and corporations 
o Protect, expand, and enforce the rights of all workers to form, join, and strike with their 

unions 

In other words, abolish the U.S. Constitution and enable a socialist takeover of the United 
States. Like what happened in Venezuela. And look how well that turned out… 
The Venezuelan Collapse: A Warning Against Socialism 
https://realpolitikusa.org/the-venezuelan-collapse-a-warning-against-socialism/ 
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Addenda #21 – September 2026 
President Trump fights back against the Left’s Revolution  
 
 
Make D.C. Safe and Beautiful Task Force Marks One Year of Relentless Action Against 
Violent Crime 
Office of Public Affairs, U.S. Marshals Service, August 10, 2026 

WASHINGTON - One year ago, on August 11, 2025, the Make D.C. Safe and Beautiful Task Force 
launched with a single mission: take violent criminals off the streets of the nation's capital. One 
year later, the results speak for themselves. 

The numbers are staggering with over 16,000 arrests: 
     • 35 homicide suspects apprehended 
     • More than 100 known gang members taken off the streets 
     • Over 3,200 narcotics arrests 
     • Nearly 2000 illegal firearms seized 
     • 25 missing children located and returned home 
 
Did Trump’s DC Takeover Cut Crime? What One Year of Data Shows 
Newsweek, August 11, 2026 

… this effort has led, according to the administration, to a historic reduction in crime—a 
correlation analysts acknowledge, even as some remain doubtful that Trump’s intervention deserves 
the credit. 

“One year ago, an unprecedented federal intervention brought national attention to DC’s lack of 
statehood and autonomy,” the Democratic mayor said. “At the time, we were in the midst of driving 
down crime to a 30-year low following a post-COVID crime spike.” 
 
Washington D.C.’s City Council passed a fiscal year budget for 2021 that cut $32 million 
from the Metropolitan Police Department, redirecting funding to social service programs. 
Opponents of the cuts warned that this could drive violent crime higher. The cuts followed 
the death of George Floyd and subsequent protests across the country, including Washington 
DC. The nation’s capital saw twenty-six days and nights of demonstrations, resulting in 
extensive damage to the city and the arrest of more than 400 people. Estimates of the 
vandalization of federal buildings and national monuments, and looting of local businesses 
exceeded $1 million during the “mostly peaceful” protests. 1, 2  Twenty-six consecutive 
nights of arson and looting also resulted in lost business and layoffs for small businesses 
already suffering from COVID pandemic shutdowns, including many businesses run by and 
employing Blacks. 
 
Mayor Muriel Bowser rewarded protestors intent on destroying her city, by ordering the 
renaming and painting of a section of 16th Street as “Black Lives Matter Plaza.” Instead of 
condemning the violence against their constituents, D.C. Council members pushed back 
against the deployment of D.C. National Guard troops to stop nightly rioting.  
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The City Council responded by cutting another $23.3 million from the Metropolitan Police 
Department in FY2022. The “Post-COVID crime spike” didn’t just happen, it was brought 
on by the actions of the Democrat led D.C. City Council, which was more interested in 
implementing an agenda of social justice than protecting their constituents. Opponents of 
both the FY2021 and 2022 budget cuts warned the move could drive crime higher. 3, 4 
 
Violent Crime by Year     Homicides by Year 
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Source: DC.gov, Criminal Justice Coordinating Council  5 
 
Note that after reaching a 21 year low of 88 homicides in 2012, the number of murders 
climbed 211%, to a rate not seen since 1998. Violent crime, which had been in a 10 year 
down trend, also spiked 55% in the years after the City Council effectively defunded the 
police department. By 2023, the number of officers in the Metropolitan Police Department 
shrank to 3,100, a 50 year low. Budget cuts implemented by the Democrat controlled D.C. 
City Council had the intended effect of reducing the number of police officers on city streets 
and convincing those considering serving their communities as law enforcement officers 
that DC was not the place to pursue that career. The Councils decision to reduce sentences 
for criminal offenses in order to “reduce racial disparities” in the criminal justice system 
also had the unintended (??) effect of increasing violent crime in DC. 6 
 
A Federal Department of Justice investigation later learned that the Metropolitan Police 
Department routinely manipulated crime statistics in an effort to make it appear that the city 
was safer than it actually was. In May 2026, thirteen members of the Metro Police force 
were placed on administrative leave and faced possible termination over the allegations. 
Metro Police Chief Pamela A. Smith was forced to resign after the investigation showed she 
pressured and directed commanders to manipulate crime data in order to maintain the 
appearance of low crime in the nation’s capital.  7, 8 
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Note: Smith, who served 23 years in the United States Park Police, joined the DC Metro 
Police Department in 2022 as its chief equity officer. Smith was promoted in the press as 
“the first African American female to serve as chief of police. Appointed to the role by 
Mayor Muriel Bowser, Smith declared her commitment to fair and equal treatment for all 
communities, including the LGBTQ community. Smith was obviously a DEI hire who 
checked multiple boxes. Mayor Bowser called the oversight report a “politically motivated 
rush to judgement,” the typical response Democrats give in defending outcomes like this.  
 
On August 11, 2025, President Trump declared a “Crime Emergency” in the nations capital,  
“… rising violence in the capital now urgently endangers public servants, citizens, and tourists, 
disrupts safe and secure transportation and the proper functioning of the Federal Government, and 
forces the diversion of critical public resources toward emergency response and security 
measures.  The city government’s failure to maintain public order and safety has had a dire impact 
on the Federal Government’s ability to operate efficiently to address the Nation’s broader interests 
without fear of our workers being subjected to rampant violence.” 9 
 
1 YEAR LATER: Trump’s DC crime crackdown nets staggering 16K arrests 
WJLA abc7 News, August 11, 2026 

Since Aug. 11, 2025, the Make D.C. Safe and Beautiful Task Force has brought together federal, 
state and local law enforcement agencies, along with the National Guard, to target violent crime 
across D.C. 

According to the U.S. Marshals Service, the task force has made more than 16,000 arrests during its 
first year, including 35 homicide suspects, more than 100 known gang members and more than 
3,200 people on narcotics charges. 

Officials also reported seizing nearly 2,000 illegal firearms and locating 25 missing children who 
were returned home. 
 
One year after the crackdown began, the number of carjackings fell 63%, motor vehicle 
theft fell 54%, larceny fell 18% and sexual assaults were down 10% Even better, the number 
of homicides reported, 127, was down 41% from the previous year. 10  Amazingly, despite 
the number of violent criminals being taken off the streets in their neighborhoods, DC 
residents are divided over having federal law enforcement forces in their city, with some 
residents crediting the law enforcement presence for increased safety and peace of mind, 
while others say “they feel threatened” by the police presence. “When I saw the police 
presence, I felt threatened here in this neighborhood,” said Juan. Of course, Juan then 
identified himself as a member of the LGBTQ community and his is a response which he 
has been conditioned to give by LGBTQ activists and media. A more rational response came 
from a woman who said she is comfortable with the presence of law enforcement. “People 
are scared to come outside. Your kids can’t play outside,” said another resident, who also 
called for juveniles to be prosecuted as adults. “Right now they’re getting a slap on the 
wrist… They need to be locked up. Because as long as they keep letting them out, they’re 
going to keep stealing cars, they’re going to keep robbing stores.” 11 
These comments just go to show the rational mind of normal people who just want to live in 
peace, verses the irrational minds of the useful idiots that have been brainwashed by the left.   
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Addenda #65 Update references: 
1. George Floyd death: Washington DC hit by violent protests; BBC, June 1, 2020 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Floyd_protests_in_Washington,_D.C. 
2. Vandals, looters leave behind stunning amount of damage in DC; Fox5 Washington DC, June 2, 2020 

https://www.fox5dc.com/news/vandals-looters-leave-behind-stunning-amount-of-damage-in-dc 
3. What Happened To Defunding the Police?; Washington City Paper, June 17, 2021 

https://washingtoncitypaper.com/article/519862/what-happened-to-defunding-the-police/ 
4. DC Council Passes Budget Slashing $15M for Police; NBC4 Washington, July 23, 2020 

https://www.nbcwashington.com/news/local/dc-council-passes-budget-slashing-millions-from-
police/2370322/ 

5. 2008-2023 Violent Crime Trends; Criminal Justice Coordinating Council of the District of Columbia 
Power Point Presentation, December 31, 2023 
https://cjcc.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/cjcc/2008-2023%20Violent%20Crime%20Trends.pdf 

6. DC Police Reach Historic Staffing Low; The Washington Free Beacon, April 19, 2023 
https://freebeacon.com/latest-news/dc-police-reach-historic-staffing-low/ 

7. 13 DC police officers placed on leave following probe into allegedly manipulating crime stats; CNN 
Politics, May 5, 2026 
https://www.cnn.com/2026/05/05/politics/dc-police-on-leave-crime-stats 

8. Oversight Committee Releases Bombshell Report Revealing D.C.’s Police Chief Deliberately 
Manipulating Crime Data; Committee on Oversight and Government Reform; December 14, 2025 
https://oversight.house.gov/release/oversight-committee-releases-bombshell-report-revealing-d-c-s-
police-chief-deliberately-manipulated-crime-data/https://oversight.house.gov/release/oversight-
committee-releases-bombshell-report-revealing-d-c-s-police-chief-deliberately-manipulated-crime-data/ 

9. Declaring A Crime Emergency in the District of Columbia; White House Press Release, August 11, 2025 
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/08/declaring-a-crime-emergency-in-the-district-
of-columbia/ 

10. Crime in Washington, DC: What You Need to Know; Council on Criminal Justice, August 11, 2026 
https://counciloncj.org/crime-in-washington-dc-what-you-need-to-know/ 

11. After a D.C. homicide, neighborhood residents are split over Trump’s crackdown; NBC News, August 
26, 2025 

https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/donald-trump/dc-homicide-neighborhood-split-trump-crime-crackdown-
rcna227367 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


