
Four corpus linguistic feature comparison 

Rows are ranked by the number of X marks across the feature columns. 

X = feature present     \ = marginal case     Blank = not attested     Marginal cases are excluded from the X totals. 

Corpus 

In
co

n
si

st
en

t 
in

tr
o

d
u

ct
o

ry
 c

o
m

m
as

 

C
o

m
m

a 
o

ve
ru

se
 

Se
ri

al
 o

r 
O

xf
o

rd
 c

o
m

m
a

 

In
co

n
si

st
en

t 
se

n
te

n
ce

-f
in

al
 p

er
io

d
s 

In
co

n
si

st
en

t 
co

n
tr

ac
ti

o
n

 a
p

o
st

ro
p

h
es

 

C
o

lo
n

s 

Se
m

ic
o

lo
n

s 

In
co

n
si

st
en

t 
q

u
es

ti
o

n
 m

a
rk

s 

Se
n

te
n

ce
-i

n
it

ia
l A

n
d

 B
u

t 
Th

e
n

 O
r 

Q
u

o
ta

ti
o

n
 u

se
*

 

P
.S

. u
se

**
 

Em
-d

as
h

 u
se

 

et
c.

 u
se

*
**

 

Q
u

es
ti

o
n

s 
o

r 
rh

et
o

ri
ca

l q
u

es
ti

o
n

s 

A
n

sw
er

in
g 

im
p

lie
d

 q
u

es
ti

o
n

s 

sh
al

l u
se

 

m
u

st
 u

se
 

M
is

sp
el

lin
gs

 

V
 N

P
 P

re
p

 o
rd

e
r 

V
 P

re
p

 N
P

 o
rd

e
r 

Fr
eq

u
en

t 
h

yp
h

en
at

io
n

 o
r 

cl
o

se
d

 c
o

m
p

o
u

n
d

s 

U
n

d
er

h
yp

h
en

at
io

n
 o

r 
o

ve
rs

p
ac

in
g

 

Se
n

te
n

ce
-i

n
it

ia
l e

m
p

h
at

ic
 Y

es
 

Se
n

te
n

ce
-i

n
it

ia
l S

o
 w

it
h

o
u

t 
co

m
m

a
 

m
at

er
ia

ls
 

fu
n

 

d
id

 m
ea

n
in

g 
ki

ll
 

p
ro

m
is

e
 

ra
th

er
 a

s 
d

eg
re

e 
ad

ve
rb

 

co
m

p
ly

 o
r 

co
m

p
lie

d
 

ab
o

u
t 

as
 a

p
p

ro
xi

m
at

o
r 

P
h

ra
sa

l r
ep

et
it

io
n

 

X total 
Marginal 

total 

Zodiac X X \ X X X X X X \ X \ X X X X X X X X  X X X X X X X X X X X 28 3 

Margolis X X \   X X  X X X X X X \ X X X X X X   X     X X X X 21 2 

Bates X  X  X    X X     X X X X X X  \* X X       X X 15 0 

Dahlia X \  X    X  X    X  \ X  X      X X X X     11 2 

*Quotation use for Zodiac is not reported speech and does not include context for inside/outside punctuation. 

**Punctuation for P.S.:  For Margolis, P.S., for Zodiac, P.S., PS., PS 

***Zodiac and Margolis differ on comma convention preceding the etc. as well as on use of single or multiple “etc.”  Margolis does not use a comma after last list item while Zodiac does - a strong distinction and the largest 

piece of contradictory evidence of single authorship. 

*Bates letter very limited in possible cases, but “brush offs” and “blue eyed” are unhyphenated (no overspacing) 

Coding notes: The repeated sentence-initial conjunction category is combined. Serial/Oxford comma examples for Zodiac and Margolis not fully conventional context,  

Distinguishes deontic must in Dahlia and Zodiac from epistemic must in Bates and Margolis.  


