Police file 352-481 gets thicker;
Cheri Bates murder case month old

For a month, the case has been
file No. 352-481. The clues have been
gathered and catalogued. All tele-
phone tips have been checked out.
Dozens of persons have been interro-
gated, and the typed reports are neat-
ly filed behind 352-481. Police supervi-
sors have kept an exact count of the
regular and overtime hours investiga-
tors have spent on No. 352 481.

And yet the Oct. 30 murder of
Cheri Jo Bates remains unsolved.

THREE DAYS after the fully
clothed body of the 18-year-old blonde
Riverside City College student was
found on the campus, her throat deep-
ly slashed and a stab wound in her
back, investigators called it a baffling
case.

Now, a month after the murder,
it remains as mysterious as it was
that crisp sunny morning when an
RCC caretaker found the body as he
was sweeping the sidewalk along Ter-
racina.

Miss Bates’ murder wrenched the
heart of the community. The appre-
hension of her assailant will do little
to ease the hurt.

Cheri Jo Bates, the investigators
learned as they bore into the case,
was a bright girl who was popular at
Ramona High School, where she grad-
uated last June, She had been a var-
sity cheerleader in her junior year at
Ramona.

SHE LIVED at 4195 Via San Jose
in Riverside with her father, Joseph,
a machinist at the Naval Ordnance
Laboratory in Norco. Her brother Mi-
chael i¢ in the Navy, and her mother
lives elsewhere in Riverside.

Miss Bates' fiance, I19-year-old

Dennis Highland of Riverside, said
they had planned for two years to be
married. He was away at San Fran-
cisco State College, where he is on
the foofball team, when he learned of
her muder.

The weekend before her death,

Typed confession letter
close attention of police

By JOHN MONTGOMERY

Police today recelved an unsigned
letter confessing the knife murder of
Cheri Jo Bates, an 18-year-old River-
side City College student whose life-
less body was found on the RCC cam-
pus on Halloween Day.

“We have received a number of
crank phone aalle during the investi.
gation,” said Capt. Irvin Cross, head
of the detective division, ‘‘but this is
the first written coanfession.”

A COPY OF THE tiyped confes-
sion also was sent to The Press. Post-
al authorities are examining it.

The envelope containing the letter
to the police was addressed to “Homl-
cide Detail, Riverside."” Unstamped,
the letter was found by postal author-
ities late yesterday.

The confession read in part:

“She was young and beautiful,
But now she is battered and dead.
She is not the first and she will not be
the last,

“I ‘lay awake nights thinking
about my next vietim . . .

“Keep your slsters, daughters

and wives off the streets and alleys.
Miss Bates was stupid. She went to
the slaughter like a lamb. She did not
put up a struggle . . .

“IT WAS A BALL, First 1 pulled
the mildle wire from the distributor,

Then | waited for her in the library
and folowed her out afier about two

minutes, The battery must have been
dead bty then. I then offered to help.
She was very willing to talk with
me."

(Previous news stories have re-
ported that the condensor and the coil
of Mis; Bates' Volkswagen were torn
out. Police said today it also was true
that {he center wire on the distributor
had been disconnected.)

“I{old her that my car was down
the street and that I would give her a
lift home. When we were away from
the library walking, 1 said it was
about time. She asked me ‘About
time for what?' 1 sald it was about
time to die . . .

“, . . . one thing was on my
mind. Making her pay for the brush

Miss Bates and Highland's parents
visited him in San Francisco.

Her funeral was held on the Fri-
day after she had died, and she was
buried in a green hillside cemetery.

SLOWLY, AGONIZINGLY, her
friends resumed their normal lives.
The intense initial police questioning
was over. The sharp memories of the
brutal details of her ceath began to
blur,

The police, who now hope an
anonymous confession mailed to them
may be the break in the case, ac-
knowledge that they have just three
other good clues to work on:

¥ A man's Tim:x watch, its
leather band broken, found at the
murder scene.

p” Bits of human hair, skin and
‘‘debris" found under Miss Bates’ fin-
gernails.

¥ Greasy palm and finger
prints found on the driver’s door of
her Volkswagen, found parked not far
from where her body was found.

It was the little ca- that drew po-
lice attention from the start. The igni-
tion coil and condensor had been torn
out. The keys were :n the ignition
lock. School books were on the pas-

songer's soat,
FROM THIS EVICENCE, the po-

lice theorized that Miss Bates’ killer
(See MURDER, Page B-2)

receives
experts

offs that she had given me during the
years prior . . . I plunged the knife
into her and it broke. . . I am not
sick, 1 am insane, But that will not
stop the game . . . "

Police said today fhey had no evi-
deace that the knife used to kill Miss
Bates, which has not been found,
broke during the struggle,

Although the letter was typed, the
envelope had been addressed with a
felt pen. The letter iself was typed
entirely in capital letters,

A NOTATION at the boltom
said coples had been s2nt to the news-
paper and (o the chiel of police, The
chief had not recelved his copy at
noon today,

At the top of the letter was the
word “By." followed by a long black
line, No name or sigrature appeared
anywhere on the letter,

Police said they will scrutinize
the copies of the letter for clues, They
sald it was impossible to tell immedi.
ately whether the letter was the work
of a crank,
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CONFESSION LETTER—Unsigned letter, trped in all capital 1o

L

{ters,
canfesses the murder of Riverside City Cillege cocd Cheri Rates.
This carbon copy was sent to the Daily Entrprise. Another carbon
wept (o the Police Denartment. The originalhis not heen discavered

Reproduction
of confession letter

(This is o parifal reproduce
tion of the anonymous letier
of coijession of the murder
of Cherl Jo Bates. A relative-
Iy jew sentences or phrases
kave been omitied as cxces
sluely shacking, The omis:
sions are hidicated by dots.)

TIIE CONFESSION
By

P B
SIE_WAS YOUNG AND
BEAUTIFUL, DU NoW
SILE ATTE! ¥
Do’ SATIENE: R
FIRST AND SHE WILL NOT
BE TIE LAST. [ LAY
AWAKE NIGHTS THINKING
ABOUT MY NEXT VICTIM.
MAYBE SIIE WILL BE THE
BEAUTIFUL BLOND TIIAT
BABYSITS NEAR THE LIT-
,E_STORE AND WALKS
NOWN TIE DARK ALLEY
BACH EVENING ABOUT
SEVEN. OR MAYBE SHE
WILL BE TIE SIIAPELY
BLUE EYED BRUNETT
TIAT SAID NO WHEN I
ASKED IIER FOR A DATE
IN_INGIT SCIIOOL. _BUT
MAYBE IT WILL NOT BE
EITUER . . . SO DONT
MAKE IT TO EASY FOR
ME. KEEP YOUR SISTERS.
DAUGIITERS, AND WIVES
OFF THE STREETS AND
ALLGYI. MIDD DATEI Wad
STUPID. SHE WENT TO THE
SLAUGHTER LIKE A LAMB,
SHE DID NOT PUT UP A
STRUGGLE. BUT 1 DID.
IT WAS A BALL. 1 FIRST
PULLED TIE  MIDDLE
WIRE FROM TIIE: DISTRIG-
UTOR. TIEN I WAITED
FOR HER IN TIJE LIBRARY
AND FOLLOWED HER OUT
AFTER ABOUT TWO MIN-
UTES.  TIIE _ BATTERY
MUST JIAVE BEEN AUOUT
PEAD BY THEN. § THEN
OFFERED TO HELP. SHE

WAS TIEN VERY WILLING
TO TALS WITH ME, 1TOLD

1IEER TIAT MY CAR WAS,

DOWN IHIE STREET AND
THAT [WOULD GIVE 1IER
A LIFTHOME. WHEN WE
WERE AWAY FROM THE
LIBRARY WALKING, 1 SAID
1T WASABOUT TIME. SUE
ASKED ME "ABQUT TIME
FOR WIAT."" I SAID IT
WAS AUT TIME FORIIER
TO DIE 1 GRABBED IIER
ARDIINY TR NEOK WiNI
MY INND OVER |IER
MOUTH AND MY OTIER
IIAND WITH A SMALL
KNIFE AT IIER THROAT.
SIE WENT VERY WILLING-
LY . .. BUT ONLY ONE
THING WAS ON MY MIND.
MAKING¢ HER PAY FOR
ol USHI OFFS TUAT
SILE 112D GIVEN ME D

ING TIE YEARS

sQur

I CHOCLED 1IER, AND HER
LIPS TYICHED. SIIE LET
OUT A iCREAM ONCE AND
T KICKID HER HEAD TO
SIIUT IER UP. [ PLUNGED
‘TIE KNFE INTG 1IER AND
1T BRKE. 1| THEN FIN.
1SHED THE JOB BY CUT-
TING IER THROAT. 1AM
NOT SIKK. 1 AM INSANE.
DUT TIAT Wit GT aTor
THE GAE. THIS LETTER
SHOULI BE PUBLISIIED
FOR AL TO READ IT. IT
JUST MIGUT SAVE TBAT
GIRL 1} THE ALLEY. BUT
TIAT'S UP TO YOU. IT
WILL TE ON YOUR CON-
SCIENCI. NOT MINE. YES
1 DID MKE TIAT CALL TO
YOU AlSO. IT WAS JusT
A WARIING. BEWARE. 1
.:.\I‘FI’A.RING YOUR GIRtS
NOW,

CC. CHIEE OF 1POLACK
ENTERPRISE

e

Anonymous writer tells

Cheri }Jo

of killing

Warns that
he plans
to kill again

By BOB BODENTAMER
Daily Enlerpelss Staff Writer
Police sald Jast nigh they ace
sending two coples of an wisigred lel-
ter confessing ¢he murde: of River-
side City College coed Chel Bales to
the state crime lab for examination,

The two identical lettes, typed in
ali<apital letters, wero reelved yes
terday by the Pollce Depatment and
the Dally Enterprise.

IN IT, (he anonymous writer de-
seribes In dotal] ¢he knlfvsteying of
e 18-year-old cllege frshman oa
Oct, 30 and warns that he intends to
R vlens memean.

Capt. Irvin 1. Cross, lead of the
defectve dlvision, ¢aid st night he
did not know whelher theletter was
the work of & crank, 1o sid it would
be Investigated thoroughl:, but that
unUl the state lab in Sacomenta re.
ports on its {mdings, he wuld prefer
not to comment on what weight fo
pive (he letter as a clue h the more
der case.

BOTYl COPIES of the leiter
(urned up yestorday in thepost offlce,
‘The envelopes in cach cae were ad-
dressed with & fell pen md &d nol
have stamps on théem. They were
posimarked Nov. 29 (Tuesiay).

Both letters were carbin coples of
an origtnal, which had no furned up
last nighl. Ome was adiressed (0
“Homiclde Detall, Riverske™ and the
other {0 “Dolly Enlerpise, River
L N

AT THE BOTTOM of the coples
there Is a nolation Lhat iays caples
were sont (0 the Dally Entrprise and
(he “Chief of Police.” As «f last night
the chief hod Dol receled a third
copy, and Capl, Cross (itorized the
copy addressed ta the honicide detail
might have been the one the eender
meant.

Near the end of the leiter, the
writer makes releronce o 4 phone
call, saying, "Yes I did make that
call to you also, It.was jsl a wam-
Ing."

BUT TIE LETTER docs not
make clear whether the call was
made o police or someon else, and
Capl. Cross aaid there hid been no
call ta police thal he was ware of In
which the caller made a emfession or
slatements that matched stalements
In the Totter.

Capt. Cross sald polie recelved
numerous erank calls afte the mure
der, but mething which could be
linked 10 Lhis leter.

AT ONE POINT n lh letter. the
wrlter says he “pulled he middle
wire from the distributor” of Cheri's
car, which was parked ear where
her body was found. Newgstories had
reported thal the condensr and coll
were torn from the car, alice soid
vesterday % was troe Chatthe center
wire of Lhe distribulor hac also been
disconnected.

Jn another place the witer said
the knife beoke when he dabbed the
irl. Police sald yesterdar they had
1o evideace that the knife 1sed (o kil)
Cheri. which has not Yea found.
broke during the alaying.

CAPT. CROCTE sald tha onlme
1ab's job in tracing Lhe witer of the
feltes would be casier if fe original
copy were available, bul (4L that the
carbon copies and the envdopes, with
their hand-printed addreses, would
oller polental clues.

Capl. Cross sud Uie nolice der
partment's Jeller turned uj In ihe de
partment’s post oL The e
sddiessed Lo Lhe Dally Entesprise
was [ound Ialer In (he prstage due
tection of Whe post office.

The Dally Enterpeise furned $1s
copy of the Wler over todetectives
for fnvesligation,

WHILE DETECTIVE! prepared
lo delve inlo Ihe confeasin Jeiler i
an stlempd 1o speed soluion of the
monthold murder, the polce depart:
ment disclosed that 4 1947-52 Stu.
debaker with light.colored, oxidized
fonint Jo huaing wanphd

Police said witnesses vho paclici
paled In a receat teenacinent of the
trutder night al the collige campus
Wid them a <ar of ihal description
was packed on Riverside wenoe just
south of Terracina aboyl 7 . ot
the night of the mutder.

A pholo of a car neary Mentical
10 Lhe ohe being soughl wis Laken by
ihe Daily Enicsprise ard appears
wilh this sfory. Police sk anyone
who knows of such a car fo contact
hem.

tFor s dackgrowmd sory of lhe
tatal [myesligatien of the nosder, see
page H-10)

:Ba’res

A LOOK-ALIKE — Detectives invesigaling the
murder of Cheri Bates are looking fara car almost
identical to Lhis one. Police say a 1947.52 model
Studebaker with light-colored, oxidizd paint was
parked on Riverside avenue just souh of Terra-
cina about 7 p.m. on Lhe night that he Riverside

(51K Phdo]
City College freshman was slabled lo death, De-
tectives said a yecent re-enacimest of the murder
al the college campus provided his information,
They ask anyone whe knows of a car similar o
this one, used by police to stage this pholograph,
{0 contact the Police Department.

THE DAILY ENTERPRISE

A dewspapor for Riverside Counly

County page
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After six months coed’s murder
remains puzzle ’ro detectives

By JACK MATHEWS

Press-Enterprise Staff Writer

Exactly six months ago ths morn.
ing, the battered and slashed body of
18-year-old Cheri Jo Bates was found in
a secluded dnveway on the Riverside
City College campus.

Riverside police investigetors had

very few leads to work witd at that
tine and nuw Lhey have even ks,

The only new development in this
baffling case, the only unsolvel murder
on record in Riverside, is the announce-
ment by Cheri Jo's father that he will
offer a reward for information leading
to the arrest of fus daughter's killer.

JOSEPH BATLS SAID jesterday
that he has wanted to offer a reward
since the day Cheri Jo was found but -
nancial difficulties have prevented him
from doing so. The 43-ycar-od Corona
Naval Ordrance Laboratory machinist
said that now, however, he is going to
get a loan on Jus house and offer the
reward.

*“The amount of the xeward will de-
pend on what sort of arrangenents can
be made with the bank.” he szid,

Det. Sgt. Leroy Gren, who is in
charge of investigation of the Cheri Jo

Bates case, said he welcomes the news
of a reward.

“We have always felt that there
were people who might have informa.
tion helpful to us who have not yet
come forward,” Gren said.

“We stil get calls every week,”
Gren added, “and we check each one
out However, they usually lezd back to
something that we have alrezdy inves-
tigated.”

CHERD’S FATHER still finds it dif-
ficult to talk about the tragedy, refer-
ring to it as “thus thing that hap-
pened.”

Bates said that his wife, ‘rene, had
divorced him shightly more ttan a year
before the murder and s enly other
child, Michae), had leit for the Navy.

“Cheri and I were just getting used
to living alone together when this thing

CHERI JO BATES
. Her icdler still free

happened,” Bates said. “It's a lonely
Ife without her *

Bates last saw hus daughter ahve at
10 a.m. on October 30. She was playing
a phonograph at the time and Baies was
on his way to the beach.

Cheri told hum that she would be
home studying all day unless she dectd-
cd to go to tne hbrary for books. She

did, Books found in her car were
stamped that day by the hbrary and
the car itself was found parked near
the Library annex on Terracina.

SEVERAL PEQPLE in the area
heard screams about 10:30 p.m. and
the sound of an old car starting up and
driving away. None of them, however
called the police that night.

At 6:30 the next morning — Hallow-
een morning—a campus groundskeep-
er found Cherie lying face down in the
dirt driveway of the library annex.

From the evidence at the murder
scene, police investigators theorized
that the killer may have known Cheri,
Her car had been tampered with so it
would not start and its keys were found
in the ignition,

There was no signs of a struggle
enywhere except where the body was
found

The only physical evidence any of
them had to work with was a man’s
wristwatch found next to the body,
some greasy fingerprints found on Che-
1i's car and skin and debris found un-
der her fingernails.

AFTER THOROUGH ANALYSlb
by various governmental agencies, in-
tluding the FBI and the California
Criminal Investigation Bureau, none of
this evidence produced any positiye
kads

To belay some of the understand-
ible fears felt by female students gt
the coilege. mercury vapor hghts were
mstatled m the hbrary area a few days
after the murder. The area itself has
been changed considerably since then,,,

The last major piece of evidengp
rame November 30 imn the fornt of -a
ronfession letter sent to both the River-
side police department and the Press-
Enterprise,

The letter explained m detail how
he writer allegedly tampered with
Cheri’s car, waited for her to return
from the hibrary and coaxed her away
o0 the pretense of giving her a uft, The
etter told of how Cheri struggled while
she was being stabbed to death and the
writer said there would be more kill-
ngs to come. '

Though the Ietter has turned up
rothing in the way of evidence, police
have not discounted 1t.

“There were a couple of things in
the letter that were not mentioned in
ey spaper accounts,” Sgt Gren saig,
“but of course it is possible that the
writer simply guessed right.”

Gren did not point out which thmgs
in the letter he was referring to.

Has the Cheri Jo Bates case, theg,
reached a complete dead end?

“I can’t help feeling dlscouraged
after this long a time,” said Gren, “It
is pretty well established that the long-
er a crime goes, the harder it becomes
to solve. But we are, in no way, gmng
up.”

THE INVESTIGATION has reached
the stage, Gren said, where you work
backwards through the material col-
lected looking for something that might
have been mssed earlier,

Cheri's father is also discouraged,
but not to the point of giving up.

“1'll never give up hoping that thé
man 15 caught,” Bates said. ““That’s
why I want to put up a reward, Per-
haps 1t will bring m some it of infor;
mation that will help tke police solve
this thing that happened.”

Bates said he will meet with hank
vificials this week to discuss the house
lnan and determine what size reward

Riverside Independent Enterprise 4/30/67 e wil be able o ofter.



Newspaper links Zodiac killer

to slaying of RCC coed in 1966

. The San Francisco Chronicle said
today the unsolved stabbing death of a
Riyerside City College coed in 1966 may
have been one of the first works of the
crazed Zodiac Killer

Bul Fuversiae police detective Capt
Irvin Cross. who has seen the evidence
which the Chronicle says links the kill-
mgs, said this morning he isn't that
sure

"THE CHRONICLE bases 1ts case on
the sinularity belween notes known to
be from the Zodiac and notes sent to the
Riverside police shortly after Cher: Jo
Bales, an 18-year-old freshman at RCC,

was found stabbed to death on the cam-
pus or Oct. 30, 1966.

Cross won't disnuss the idea that
the Zochac 1s responsible for her death,
but szys, “Until we get reports from
the handwriting man, there’s no way of
saying for sure "

Bit he said he still beheves a local
man 1 responsible for her death.

In January of 1968, police began to
suspeet a local man on the basis of
many clues they had uncovered

Bit they never had enough evi-
dence to arrest hum, they said. He 15 1o
jail ow on a another charge, Cross
saiu

Even 1f the ktters were written by
Zodiac, Cross sad, “there was nothing
in the letters toindicate that our local
boy didn’t doat ™

Cross speculited that, even if the
leuers were wrien Dy e Zoaiac, ne
could have been 1n the area and wrote
the letter merelyto claim responsibility
for the killings.

MOST STRIKING of the similari-
ties between the notes 1s the signature
of ihe one sent rearly six months alter
the death.

It was signec with a *'Z,” the trade-
mark which later came to be associated

The Press

Riverside, California

Section B — Page One

Murderer's note

This is the note sent to the Press-Enterprise and
to;Riverside police aboul a month after the murder
of~Cheri Jo Bates. Police used a razor to open it

Monday, November 16, 1970

et s
RPRISE

and scissors to extract it from the envelope with-
out disturbing fingerprints which might have been
left on it by the writer.

Riverside Enterprise 11/16/70

with Zodiac, who police mve so far
credited with at least five kilings in the
San Francisco Bay area.

Coples of known Zodia¢ notes and
the Riverside notes have be:n sent to a
stale handwriting expert, wio sald tnat
at first glance there was ¢ possibility
the writer was the same

But he said he needed more time to
make 4 detailed examinator

Miss Bates body was fornd Hallow-
een morning 1n a driveway alongside a
house on Terracina Drive A man's Ti-
mex watch and a heelprint were the
only clues left by her murderer

She had been beaten ;tabbed re-
peatedly n the tace and neck, and her
throat had been cut She md not been
sexually molested She hadgone to the
RCC hibrary that mght for «ome books

The letter which a Clronicle re-
porter compares with prewous Zodiac
notes, was sent o police ind to Miss
Bates’ father

THEY READ, “Bates lad to die —
there will be more *

It was signed with a ‘2"

In January of 1968. a:ustodian al
RCC reported to police hehad discov-
ered a poemi written on : desk at the
college which might be reated to the
case.

~Sick of living/unwilling to die,

Cut.

Clean

if red! .

blood spurting, dripping, spilling.

all over her new dress.

Oh well,

it was red anyway

life draining into an uncertain death

she won't die, this time

someone will find her

just waut till next time."

It was signed, "rh

At the time, police sad, the nute

was not directly hinked wih the killing
of Miss Bates because of tte time lapse

in the discovery of the poen

They also said they ad not know
who the “rh™ was who sigmd it.

The first communication from Miss
Bates’ Kkiller was received by The
Press-Enterprise and the pilice on Nov
31, 1966.

Titled “The Confession™ the type-
written note described how the killing
took place

IT TOLD HOW the kuler was plan-
ning other murders, and tien went into
detall about Miss Bates’ death. It told
how the murderer had disabled her
Volkswagen by pulling cut the main
wire to the distributor. Then, he said,
he waited for her in the school library
and followed her out. He tien offered to
help

Police fell the letter was genuine
because the method usedto disable the
car never had been revealed publicly
Only the murderer could have known.

After more details abmit her death,
he commented-

*. .. T am not sick [ am insane.
But that will not stop the game. This
letter should be published lor all to read
it.'.

He ended the letter with the warn-
mg, ‘. . . Beware. I amstalking youwr
girls now.”



4 Zan Franciscs Chyronicle

¥ Mor., Nov, 16, 1970

From Pagé 1

wmiptues or so selecung three
texis dealing with English
composition and emerged
into the autumn darkness at
6:30 p.m.

She turned the ignition key.
The starter groaned and
groanmed but the engine
Fouldn T caven.

PASSENGER

Suddeniy. a man appeared
at the passenger side window
‘.and, apparently. offered his
assistance. He, too, failed to
start the car. Then the man
_ either suggested he drive her
home or 10 a nearby service
station. In amy event, Miss
- Bates walked off with him to-
ward a campus parking lot.
. The next dawn. a college
groundskeeper found the
blonde coed’s bady.

The popular cheerleader
-had been brutally beaten, re-
‘peatedly stabbed with a
. short-bladed knife, and her
~ throat slashed.

: c Lad uvt been scuuwelly
molested.

A hee) print and a Timex
istwatch — torn off in a
-tierce struggle — were the
‘oply clues the Killer left at
' the scene. .

Riverside residents had ut-
“most eonﬁdeuce the killer
would be quickly caught. The
-police of lhls city of 107.000
“had until then boasted often
"the proud fact they have nev-

er failed to solve a murder.

What police felt was ama-
for break came exactly one

‘mouth ater, on Nov. 30, 1965,

ENVELOPES

" The Rners-de Press Enccrpma received this
envelope in 1

This & the envelope ma:led to The Chronicle by
the Zodiac killer

Two t P
— one addressed in large

blacL Eu rint to the Riverside
Press-Enterprise. e ouer

to “Homjeide Detail”
were dropped into a rnral.
mailbox. Bach contained a:
blurred carbon copy of a pur-
ported “confession” by Miss
Bates™ killer. The typesitien
message read in part:

“'She was young and beau-
tiful. But now she is battered
and Gead. She is not the first
and she will not be the last.
Miss Bates was stu-
pxcl Shg went to the slaugh.
ier like a lamb, She did nnt.
put up a struggle. But Idid.
Jt was a ball ... Isaid it was
sbout time. She asked me,
-about éme for what?” I said
i1 was about time for her to
qaie ...

*...1 am not sick J am in-
sﬁneg But that will not stop
E

B eware .., T am

a!kmg your girls now " the
wnlﬂsum unsigned. con-
cluded.

DETAILS

Tiere has never been anyl,
guestion the copfession was |
irom the murderer. In it in-

ciuded details avout the
crime pn'hce ‘had kept top se-
cret. in pumcu!.,r the fact
Miss Bates’ car had beer‘.
sabotaged by ling out tHeA
rmddle wire of {fe dhtnhn-l

'

Bec,_use the confession in- |
dicated the killer had opcef
veen given “the brush-ofi”{
by Miss Bates. Riv er<1del
Detective Capiain
sz eud his hwii
vestigetors turned their
~earch toward possibie re-:
iscted suitors, Literally’
hundreds of young men —
mosily fellow students. but;
military personnel from sev- i
eral nearbv ‘bases as well — |
cere checked out and
«leared. The murder of Cheri
-fa Bafes remained unsolved. -

KILLING
n April 50. 1997, exactly
*ix months after ihe killing,
1hrea siampeC letters — z¢-
dressed 1o the Pres

'I!V mal

penml:d on pages -
-ro]e schocl paper
Bout ‘&e same time. &

. Tre poem read:
of living nawitling ©

3l mver her new dress.

“oh well. it was red an:

way. i
"ﬁle draining imto 2n un-.

certain death. H

she won't die, this time.

‘soreone” Ll nna ner.

‘Just wait tli next time.”

Beneath the weird wording

{ diac’s felt-tp pen Jettering in

| “BATES FAD TO DIE” en

Bu"zs' HAD TO Dit *
b E

_ worseninz mental condi:

2. notes

they consijer it likel

P wo X
fers—"'r"”
were bnlerroted tnhe the in. |
itials of the author. H

The thre “BATES HAD
TO DIE"” ofes and ihe desk |
poem were not connected to
each other at the time. nor to
the confession jetters re-
ceived a fev months eartier.
They were decided to be the
works of dck-minded boax-
ers. After « few futile police
attempis te find the authors,
the notes vere routinely
tucked avay into then al-
ready-voluninous Murder
File 35241 and tie desk
stored in tle evidence vault.

They renained there unfil
last week vhen The Chroni-
cle learnel of their exist-
ance, exanined them, and
thon peintad aut #n Rivarside
police:

» That he penciled print-
ing bears eexie and strong
resemblane to that of Zo-

the numeous communica-
tions he ha: sent this paper.
@ 7That he printing on the

‘ velopes seaned to malch e
1 actly the desk poem writing.

And perhaps the mos
meaningful discovery was
that two  the three noles

se let- who has many times boasted 537 such things as
md “h"—which 'in his writings of having in-! K I'm going to

Fhuded clies to his identity.
Additional descriptive de-

s tails about Zodiac have also

been obtained by The Chroni-
cle in an exclusive interview
with one intended victim
who. by chance, escaped un-
scathed.

Kathleen Johns, 23, driving
from her former home in San
Bernardino to the Bay Area
to visit relatives on the eve-
ning of Sunday, March 22,
noticed a late model ear fol-
lowing her atter she passed
ihrough Modesto. The driver
began blinking his headlights
off and on when she turned
onto lightly-traveied State
Highway 132.

Eventually. concern that
camathing was sweong with
her car overcame her fear
and she pwled to the side of
the Toad and stopped. So did
the following car.

-A man, clean-shaven and
neatly dressed. approached.

“wobbling™ and that he'd fix
it if she'd like. Mrs. Jolns
breathed a sigh of relief and

said her leit Tear wheel was !

readily accepted the offer.

*It’s all fixed now,” he told
her a few minutes later, then
beaded for his car.

WHEEL,

Mrs. Johns started to drive
avay. She went but a few
fert when the left rear wheet
fel off and the station wagon
thedded 4o o ctop.

The man came back. said
wth a sincere smile “the
tiouble’s. worse than 1
thught.” and offered her a
rite to a brightly-lit service
stition visible a quarter-mile
ug the road.

Mrs. Johns. a i0-morth-old
daighter to worry aboutand
seen months pregnant be-
siles, gratefullyaccepted
anl with the child, Jennifer.
gd into the stranger’s car
bicause “he seemed so
nive,”

[wo hours later and many
mles away a passing semi
wis flagged down by an bys-
tejcal Mrs. Johns. She later ;
tod this terrilfying tale to po-
liee:

CAR

Jnce inside the car, the
stianger had proceeded to
drve off the highway into a
nework of deserted farm
rowds. Thinking him a man
avwt to make a pass, she
sacastically asked “do yon |
alvays go around helping
peple like this?”

“When 1 get through with
than they don’t need help,”
she quoted the soﬂ-smken
stmnger as answering,

after that, for nearly two
hoirs, he drove slowly by the
farnlands, every so often

tuming to look at her and

vou™ |
tan u know voure going i
| wo i

‘Twasterrified™ Mrs. [
Jolns told The Chronicle. “T |
knew . . . Iknew he meant it. {
Hesaid it over andoverina
cam. quiet voice and you
eod feel he meant every
wad. I justsat there waiting
for it to happen.”

STOP

fuddenly the car screeched
amost to a stop. The
wauld-be killer had almost !
drven the wrong direction ;
oro a freeway exit ramp.

rs. Johns saw her chance
ani took it. She grabbed Jen-
nier, leaped from the accel-
eriting car andran deep into
a field where she fmallv
how Luseld — wy ur
Jemifer so she could hold
the baby quiet — into an irri-
gdion ditch,

SLAYING

‘rom there she could see
the stranger. a flashlight in
!'hard. trying to find her. Aft-
era while he got back inhis

ca and drove slowly off.

had been sgned with a *
Qiker sinilarifies belween

Miss Eate! murder and Zo- |
diac’s knovn Kilings were:
i also pcurted out by The!

Chroniole = thwaa daps af in.

with poliet in Riverside.
COCCLUSION

At the emclusion. Capain !
5

Cross imnediately forvard.
ed the three notes and a pho

wgraph of the strange desk -

poem to Sicramenio for ex-

. zmination by specialists of

the Staie Bureau of Criminal
Investigatin and Jdentifica-
ton.

Tre CI hendwriting
pert, Sherreod Morrill.
prehmmar v\am'mxuan of

There ae miner Giiler-
i-ences, but.savs Morrill, this

could be e Zodiac's ever

fior—a muderer growing

@ mcre and rore eonfident he ¢
. can Kill 2twi)! and never be !
. cangnt. He agreed ihe notes
and poern were done by ihe |

same persia.

CaAR
ho signed tae
. as police here

now tend b believe. Zo
ely ke is

It ine

also 1he Riler who sabotagec
Miss Bais' car @nd them
ured her o her death.

Thi

v working 1o de-
prelumed m-
the o=
1 % those of Zodiac.

-
mig

vestigation and corferences |

re not without rea- *

|
|
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Escaped victim identifed
this sketch

Asked that night to deseibe
the stranger, Mrs. Jshns
gave police her estimae of
his age, height, weight, and
hair-coloring, ihen her ayes
drifted fo a station buletin
board and she scremaec out
“'Oh my God . . . that’shim
. that's him right thee.”

1t was a WANTED pcter E of
\mh an artist’s sketch 0'Zo- |

It had been distribied |

statewide by San Frandsso E with no noticeable accent.

slaying of cab driver Paul |

police after the Oct. 10, 969,

. nying photo}, Mrs. Jnhnsm-

wearing athletes and same| o,

Stine. which Zodiac proved | model Ameriewr make: a
was his doing by mailing a ! light-colored tvo-door with
bloody swatch of the victim's | black bucket eats between
shirt to The Chronicie. The | which was a sjorty console-
picture was based on ac style automaticiransmission
counts of eyewitnesses who |ge¢u shift, Attle frontend of
saw Zodiac flee the Presidio | the console wa: an ashiray.
Heights murder scepe. in which. on te right-hand
To ll':‘e u:lescln ption l”ll‘:e'hdg‘ was a bult-in cigaret
relcascd them (ows eve
e The car. lparing the old
members these details about California licene plates, was
Zodiae and his car: | messy. Clothes andh p?xpe;s
were scatteredon the dash-
@ His chin had traces Of 5000 and on loth the front
pock marks such as €20 De’ gy pack seats.Mostly men's
caused by ace. tclothing. bt also some
e He was wearing a dark| smalier. pattemed tee-shirts
blue nylon windbreaker-style ! such as a chid of 8 to 12
jacket over dark blue or!Years might wer
black woolenbell-bottom' o o the dasthoard were &
paats, ! couple of cofired plastic
o His shoes, in her words, | scouring pads. and also a

New Clues Link Zodiac to Earlier K:llmg

CHERI JO BATES
1966 murder

were “spit-shined” the|black rubber-gip fastlight. | fom Zodiac. They base thir

high-gloss black reflecting |
lhe mlﬂnur Light of the car.

e He wore black thick-
'zmmed glasses — held tif
on his head byathmhand
elastic such as glasses-| |

Few. if acy, of these de-|

been made pubic before. At:
the time the pevs media fig-;
| ured, wrongly, she’d made a
nuslaku in identifyinga
ay Area” liller as the)

umn WU TULOYEd der 1o

, working men use.

® He spoke in ainonotone largely ignored

Police, howewer. feel she:
e The car was a lale-‘dld meet with and escaped

| Modesto and te story was:

on a thoreugh examination of

! tails about Zodac have everi detajls of her story.

And also because of a Zo-

diac letter received by The
IChronicle: in which be

bragged about his near mise
and fha fant ha'rd gana haal
to Mrs. Johns' sabotaged ca:

and burned it to the ground
u‘l\en police found the statior
wagon it had, indeed. been
set afire.
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Detectives to¢ meet in Sacramento

Cheri Jo Bates may have been first
to die in Zodiac's string of murders

By JIM BD’I'I‘I\GER
On the night before Halloween, five
years ago tomght Chcn Jo Bates was
murdered.

Now, five years later, slate crime *

oxporte think the infamoue Zodine may
have begun his string of murders by
stabbing and slashing the pretty River-
side City College coed to death in a
driveway that night.

ZODIAC HIMSELF, in cryptic,
coded letters o several newspapers, has
said he did it. And the handwriting in
those letlers matches the handwriting
on a note sent to the Fress-Enterprise
six months afier Cheri Jo was slain, ac-
cording to state handwrting experts.

The scrawled note said simply,
“Bales had to die There will be more.”
And it was signed; “Z”. -

The experts alse say Zodiac carved
a bizarre. poem, “Sick of living/
unwilling to die,” on tle underside of
a wooden desk at Riverside Gity Col-
lege.

° But they couldn’t cay whether Zo-
diac addressed two copies of a typewrit-
ten letler, entitled “Tte Confession”,
which were received by the Press-En-
terprise and the Riverside Police De-

partment exactly’'one mmth after Cheri

Jo died.

THAT LETTER toH in fairly com-
plete fashion how Cheri Jo supposedly
was slain — and it contained details
and clues that had not been made pub-
hc at the time.

But the Riverside Police Depart-
ment isn’t so sure Zodac killed Cheri
Jo. They've had a “ho: suspect” since
January 1968, and Detective Capl. Irv
Cross maintains “‘there was nothing in
the letters to indicate our local boy
didn’t do it.”

Police never had enough evidence
{o arrest him for Cheri Jo's murder.

And hus handwritinz doesn’t match
Zodiac’s.

BUT THERE ARE enough, just
enough, connections tetween Zediac
and Cheri Jo to make il mm the plausi-
ble killer.

Cross will be in Sicramento next
week, with all the.information the Riv-
erside Police Department has on Cheri
Jo’s murder, to meet with detectives
from other departments that have sus-
pected Zodiac murdersand with a spe-
cial slate task force on Zodiac.

The other departments are the San
Francisco and Vallejo police depart-
ments and the Napa sheriff’s depart-
ment.

And how did Cheri Jo die? This
much 1s known for sure:

ON THE DAY of her death. she and
her father, Joseph, wert to Mass at St.
Catherine’s Church on Brockton Avenue
and then to a restaurant for breakfast.

Her father went to the beach, but
she stayed mn town to study. When he
got home, at 5:30 p.m., le found a note:
“Dad — went to RCC Library.”

At 6:30 a.m. the mext morning, a
gardener found her body — stabbed and
her throat slashed — lyng face down 1n
a driveway on the RCC campus. She

CHERI JO BATES

had died sometime between 6 ani 11
p.m. the night before.

From there on the police scenerio is
baced on a combination of doduction
and assumptions. Police believe Cheri
Jo drove her Volkswagen {o the campus
a little before 6 p.m., checked out tiree
books and came out.

SOMLEONE, in the meantime, disa-
bled her car and waited for her. Pulice
believe she knew the man.

When Cheri Jo couldn’t starl her.

car, the man offered either to drive her
home or {o agas station, and Cheri Jo
agreed.

As they were walking, the man at-
tacked her and killed her.

Police detectives have spent {aou-
sands of man-hours — ‘““about 8,00,”
Cross says — on the investigation, but
the possible connection between Zodiac
and Cheri Jo didn't turn up until a year
ago.

THE LINK WAS turned up Ly Paul

Avery, a reporter for the San Francisco
Chronicle, who has written about Zo-
diac cxtensively and 1s now writing a
book ahout the series of murders.

If that connection is real, it will cdp
an invcatigation that has always had its
sensational-aspects.

"' Tor instance, two weeks after the
murder, 65 persons who had been at the
library thenight Cheri Jo was killed re-
turned for a re-enactment of the scene.

Each was asked when he had ar-
rived. where he had parked and wheth-
cr there was anyone there on the night
of the murder who wasn’t at the re-en-
actment.

SEVERAL PERSONS have been
under suspicion — one man even con-
fessed, but it turned out he was ina
mental hospxtal on the night Cheri Jo
was Killed —° but most haYP been
cleared.

So the investigation inches along -
“We’re handling it on a piecemeal basis
now,” Cross says — and il is definitely
not clnsed.

Another detective has said that dur-
mg the investigation. ““I can’t help feel-
mg discouraged aller this long a time,"”
he said. “It is pretty well established
that the Jonger a crime goes, the harder
it becomes to solve.”

That was Lt. Leroy Gren speaking,
and when he said it, he was a sergeant,
and Cheri Jo Bales had been dead only
six months.
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