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GHARRIET SHAW, REALTOR
Dallas Icon, Urban Pioneer 

and MLS Trailblazer

EARLY LIFE AND 
BEGINNINGS
Harriett Shaw’s story begins in 
the heart of Dallas, where she 
was born and raised. Growing 
up in a city known for its diversity 
and entrepreneurial spirit, she 
developed a passion for real estate 
from a young age. Her family’s 
involvement in the industry played 
a significant role in shaping her 
future. It was clear that Shaw was 
destined to become a force to be 
reckoned with in the Dallas real 
estate scene.

In the late 1970s, Shaw embarked 
on her real estate career with 
David Griffin Realtors, a firm 
renowned for its commitment to excellence and 
community involvement. Little did anyone know that 

this partnership would mark the 
beginning of an extraordinary 
journey that would span several 
decades.

LEADERSHIP AND 
INNOVATION
One of the hallmarks of Harriett 
Shaw’s career was her ability to 
lead and innovate. As chair of the 
Oak Lawn MLS committee for 
over two decades, she took on a 
role that required not only a deep 
understanding of the real estate 
market but also exceptional 
leadership skills.

Under her guidance, the Oak 
Lawn MLS committee became a hub for real estate 
professionals to come together, learn, and grow. 
Shaw’s unique approach involved infusing humor 

INTRODUCTION
In the bustling metropolis of Dallas, where real estate is a dynamic and ever-evolving industry, one name 
has stood the test of time and left an indelible mark on the community: Harriett Shaw. A true icon and urban 
pioneer, Harriett Shaw’s journey in the world of real estate is not only a testament to her dedication but also a 
celebration of her unwavering commitment to inclusivity and humor. As the former chair of the Oak Lawn MLS 
committee for decades, she transformed what could have been mundane meetings into lively gatherings, 
attracting a large following due to her informative nature, quick wit, and sense of camaraderie.
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and inclusivity into every meeting. These gatherings 
became known not just for their informative content 
but also for the warm and welcoming atmosphere 
she created. Attendance soared as professionals 
flocked to the meetings, eager to benefit from her 
expertise and enjoy her sense of humor.

INCLUSIVITY AND COMMUNITY 
ENGAGEMENT
Harriett Shaw’s dedication to inclusivity was a 
cornerstone of her career. She believed that a 
successful real estate community was one that 
embraced diversity and welcomed everyone with 
open arms. Shaw made it her mission to ensure that 
underrepresented voices were heard and respected 
in the industry.

She actively supported initiatives that promoted 
diversity in real estate and worked tirelessly to create 
opportunities for aspiring professionals from all 
backgrounds. Her commitment to inclusion not only 
earned her the respect and admiration of her peers 
but also made Dallas a more welcoming and diverse 
place to live and work.

IMPACT ON DALLAS REAL ESTATE
Harriett Shaw’s impact on Dallas real estate extended 
far beyond her role as the chair of the Oak Lawn 
MLS committee. She was a trailblazer, challenging 
the status quo and pushing the industry to evolve. 
Her innovative ideas, coupled with her dedication 
to excellence, helped shape the Dallas real estate 
landscape into what it is today.

Shaw’s legacy can be seen in the thriving 
and competitive real estate market that 
Dallas boasts today. Her emphasis on 
education and collaboration left a lasting 
impression on the professionals she 
mentored and inspired. Many credit her 
as a driving force behind their success, 
and her influence continues to ripple 
through the industry.

AWARDS AND RECOGNITIONS
Harriett Shaw’s contributions to the 
Dallas real estate community did not 
go unnoticed. Throughout her illustrious 
career, she received numerous awards 

and recognitions for her exceptional service and 

leadership. Her accolades include the prestigious 

Dallas Realtor of the Year Award, which is a testament 

to her impact on the industry and the city she loved.

CONCLUSION

Harriett Shaw’s journey from a young Dallas 

native to an iconic realtor and urban pioneer is 

a story of dedication, innovation, and inclusivity. 

Her leadership as the chair of the Oak Lawn MLS 

committee for decades left an indelible mark on the 

Dallas real estate community. Shaw’s ability to infuse 

humor and inclusivity into her meetings attracted a 

large following, and her commitment to diversity and 

community engagement made Dallas a better place 

for all.

As we reflect on her remarkable career, it is clear 

that Harriett Shaw’s legacy will continue to shape 

the Dallas real estate landscape for generations to 

come. Her dedication to excellence, her sense of 

humor, and her unwavering commitment to inclusion 

are qualities that will inspire real estate professionals 

and community leaders for years to come. Harriett 

Shaw will forever be remembered as a true Dallas 

icon and a pioneer in the world of urban real estate. 

She has certainly earned the title of Talented Realtor!
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