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GCELEBRATING UNCONDITIONAL LOVE 

The Heartwarming Stories
OF LGBTQ MOMS

INTRODUCTION
In a world where acceptance and love knows no bounds, the stories of LGBTQ moms stand as shining 
examples of support, boundless love, and unbreakable bonds. In this special feature, we bring you the 
inspiring tales of Johnny, Shane, Marleana, and Keith, whose mothers have embraced them with open arms 
and hearts overflowing with love.

JOHNNY AND CYNTHIA: A DYNAMIC  
DUO OF LOVE AND ENTREPRENEUR-
SHIP

Meet Johnny, a vib- 
rant, fun-loving gay 
man who lights up 
every room he ent- 
ers. But behind his 
 effervescent person- 
ality lies the support 
of his beautiful moth-
er, Cynthia. Cynthia 
isn’t just any mom 
— she’s a successful 

entrepreneur who owns firework stands and exudes 
elegance and grace in every aspect of her life.

Despite her luxurious lifestyle, Cynthia’s heart beats 
for her community. She’s known for her philanthropic 
endeavors, especially during Thanksgiving when she 
tirelessly helps the less fortunate with food baskets. 
And Johnny? He’s right there by her side, lending a 
helping hand and spreading joy wherever they go.

SHANE AND TAMMY: A TALE OF SAC-
RIFICE AND UNCONDITIONAL LOVE 
 

Gracing our cover is 

Shane, a successful 

cake decorator and 

proud owner of Posh 

Cakes.  But behind 

his sweet creations 

is an even sweeter 

story of resilience 

and love, thanks to
his devoted mother, Tammy.

When Shane faced the battle of his life with a brain 

sacrifices to support him every step of the way. 
Her love and selflessness became his guiding light 
through the darkest of times, proving that a mother’s 
love is limitless, regardless of sexual orientation. 

tumor, Tammy never waivered in making countless
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MARLEANA AND MAUREEN: A FAMILY 
UNITED IN LOVE AND ADVOCACY

In the heartwarming 
bond between Marl- 
eana  and  her  mother, 
Maureen, we witness 
the power of love 
transcending all barr- 
iers. Maureen not    
only embraces her 
daughter’s identity, 
but also extends her  

love to Marleana’s wife, Hannah as well. Together, 
this trio stands as a formidable force for LGBTQ rights 
and veteran causes, with Maureen leading the charge 
with her support and advocacy.  Their Facebook posts 
are a testament to the strength of their bond, with 
each picture radiating love, acceptance, and unity. 

Behind every succ- 
essful man is a strong 
woman; and in Keith’s 
case, that woman is 
his mother, Dorothy. 
From backing Keith 
in leading anti-bully-
ing campaigns to 
marching proudly in 
parades, Dorothy has 

been a steadfast 
Her belief in Keith’s ability to be the best gay man 
he can be, has shaped him into the confident and 
compassionate individual that he is today. Through 
her actions and words, Dorothy has embodied the 
true essence of a mother’s love — unconditional,  
and unparalleled.

In celebrating these remarkable stories of LGBT moms and their children, we are reminded of the trans-
formative power of love and acceptance. Regardless of sexual orientation, gender identity, or any other 
differences, the bond between a mother and her child knows no bounds — it is a love that transcends all 
barriers and stands as a beacon of hope for generations to come.

his devoted mother, Tammy.

KEITH AND DOROTHY: A MOTHER’S 
PRIDE AND SUPPORT

pillar of support in her son’s journey.

tumor, Tammy never waivered in making countless
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With prices ranging from $165,000.00 to $270,000.00, 
Harston Woods homes redefine the concept of aff-
ordable luxury. Each residence boasts generous  
floor plans, ensuring spacious living that caters to the  
needs of modern living. From large front porches to  
modern kitchens, our homes are thoughtfully designed  
 
 
MODERN HOMES WITH WARRANTIES

Our commitment to quality extends beyond design. 
The Harston Woods Community proudly presents 
modern, manufactured homes with warranties, pro- 
viding you with confidence and peace of mind 
in your investment. Our homes are constructed  
with precision and care, incorporating the latest in  
construction technology for durability and longevity. 
 
 
Harston Woods is more than just a commun- 
ity; it’s a neighborhood that embraces the warmth 
of living.   Enjoy the company  of  friendly neighbors, un- 
 

 
 

GINVITING YOU TO EXPERIENCE  
The Harston Woods Community  

IN EULESS, TEXAS

INTRODUCTION
Discover the allure of the Harston Woods Community in Euless, Texas, where affordability meets luxury, and 
spacious living is a way of life! Nestled in a neighborhood with a resort-like feel, our community extends an 
invitation to you to experience a unique blend of comfort and style.

EXPLORE SPACIOUS LIVING

We invite you to visit the Harston Woods community and  
explore the unique charms and amenities of our homes   
at 10920 Harston Woods   Drive,  Euless, Texas 76040  
and make Harston Woods your new oasis.  Whether 
you’re looking for an affordable yet stylish living solution 
or a relaxed and welcoming atmosphere, Harston Woods 
awaits. Your dream home may be just a visit away! We 
welcome you to give us a call at 1-817-540-2000 if you 
are interested in seeing more of what Harston Woods  

A WELCOMING ATMOSPHERE

to enhance your unique lifestyle.

wind by the pool, or explore the walking trails to- 
gether. With playgrounds and communal areas, our  
community fosters a close-knit environment where 
lasting connections are made.

Step into a world that feels like a perpetual vacation. 
The Harston Woods Community exudes a resort-like 
ambiance, with  immaculately  landscaped   grounds, rec- 
reational facilities, and inviting communal spaces.  
Indulge yourself in the joys of a relaxed lifestyle, where  

A RESORT-LIKE LIFESTYLE

VISIT WITH US TODAY

every day feels like a holiday.

has to offer. https://harstonwoods.com



https://harstonwoods.com
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GSHIRLEY’S PLACE 
In Our Hearts

STEVE FIELDS STEAKHOUSE 
Where We All feel Comfor table 

WITH COMFORT FOOD

PREFACE
The loss of a loved one can be an incredibly challenging experience, and when Scott’s mother, Marilyn, passed 
away unexpectedly, it left a huge void in all our hearts. Most of all, we were worried about how his father, Jerry,  
would cope with the loss. Then came Shirley. She entered our lives at a time of sorrow, bringing with her  
warmth, love, and a comforting presence.  As time went on, Shirley became more than a stepmother to us; she   
became an integral part of our family, a beacon of love and strength.

 
Once upon a time, in the wake 
of loss and grief, there emer-
ged a ray of light named Shirley. 
She stepped into our lives like 
a gentle breeze, offering us 
solace and comfort in the midst 
of darkness.

Scott’s mother, Marilyn, had 
been the heart and soul of 
our family. Her passing left a 
palpable void; especially for her husband, Jerry, who 
was left to navigate the world without his beloved 
partner of many years.  We worried about him deeply, 
uncertain of how he would cope with the weight of 
his grief.

 

 A TIME OF SORROW

quickly proved herself to be 
more than just a stepmother. 

Then, in a twist of fate, Jerry 
found love again. Shirley 
came into our lives like a gift 
from above; her kindness and 
compassion a balm to our 
wounded hearts. Despite our 
initial apprehensions, Shirley

She became a pillar of strength & a beacon of hope in   
our time of need. Shirley embraced us with 
open arms. She treated each of Marilyn’s 
children — John, Tom, Tasha, Jared, and Scott   

A NEW LOVE
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— as if they were her own. Her love knew no bounds, 
transcending the boundaries of biology to create a 
bond that was as strong as any blood relation. 

Shirley’s presence brought a sense of joy and renewal 
to our family. Her laughter filled the halls of our home, 
chasing away the shadows of grief that had lingered 
for so long. With her by our side, we found the courage 
to smile again, to cherish the memories of the past 
while embracing the promise of the future.

What truly set Shirley apart was her love and 
acceptance. She never made us feel like outsiders 
or second best. Instead, she welcomed us into her 
heart with a warmth and generosity that was truly 
unparalleled. We knew, without a doubt, that Shirley 
loved our father deeply, and her devotion to him only 
served to deepen our admiration for her.

UNITED BY LOVE

In the midst of our grief, Shirley became a source 
of inspiration — a reminder that love has the power 
to heal even the deepest wounds. She showed 
us that it’s possible to find happiness again, even     
in the darkest of times.

Today, as we look back on those difficult 
days, we are filled with gratitude for the gift 
of Shirley’s presence in our lives. She has 
become more than just a stepmother; she is 
a cherished member of our family, a beloved 
matriarch whose love knows no bounds.

In Shirley, we have found a kindred spirit, 
a soulmate who understands the depth of 
our loss and the beauty of our love. She has 
brought light to our darkest days, and for that, 
we will be forever grateful. Shirley, with her 
love and unwavering support, has carved out 
a special place in our hearts — a place she will 
always call home.

And it’s not just us who have been touched by 
Shirley’s love. Her sons, Christopher and Joel, 
and their families have become a special part of 
our family too. Their warmth and kindness have 
added to the love that Shirley has woven around 
us, enriching our lives in ways we never thought 
possible. Together, we are a family united by love, 
bound by a shared journey of healing and growth.
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Realtor® | Dallas City Council  
Housing Board Director  

214.862.5524
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Patty Collins

THANK YOU!
I am thrilled to be among such distinguished company and honored 

to be named in the first-ever class of MetroTex’s 40 Under 40 Awards.

This is dedicated to every young woman who dared to write her own 

story and create her own path. I also dedicate this to everyone in my 

life who has thrown confetti on my name, whether I was looking or not.

Thank you to my family, friends, clients, and neighbors who have 

been here every step of the way.

If I can help with a real estate need or answer a question about 

the market, please reach out!

Buckner Terrace at Tenison Village Resident and Real Estate Expert

Proudly Serving Buckner Terrace, Tenison Village,  
The Enclave at Grove Hill, The Enclave at 

Wooded Creek and Claremont
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GFRADA SANDLER
Gal Pal of the Month

 THE SPIRIT OF ACCEPTANCE, LOVE AND INCLUSIVITY     
INTRODUCTION
In the bustling landscape of Dallas, amidst its vibrant culture and diverse community, there exists a shining 
beacon of support and acceptance, and her name is Frada Sandler. Affectionately known as the “Gal Pal of 
the Month,” Frada’s dedication to the gay community, particularly gay realtors, has earned her widespread 
admiration and respect.
 
 
Frada’s journey through life has 
been a colorful one of creativity and 
compassion. With a Bachelor of Fine 
Arts degree in hand, she navigated 
through various realms of the artistic 
sphere, leaving her mark in each. 
From her time spent in a Design 
Showroom to teaching children’s art 
classes across different schools in the 
area, Frada’s passion for art knows no 
bounds. Her artistic endeavors even 
extended to the dance floor during her 
college years, adding yet another layer 
to her multifaceted journey.

However, it was in the realm of resid-
ential real estate where Frada truly found her calling. 
Two decades into her career, she reflects with 
gratitude on the remarkable individuals she’s had 
the privilege to meet along the way. Among them, 
many identified as gay—a facet of their identity that 
mattered little to Frada. What mattered most was  

 
their brilliance, talent, inspiration, and 
the mark they left on her personal and 
professional journey.

 
Beyond her career, Frada’s life is a 
testament to love, family, and emb- 
racing the joys of everyday moments. 
When she’s not showcasing and sell- 
ing  houses, she immerses herself in  
her  personal creative pursuits. Wh-
ether she’s painting vibrant canvases, 
delicately carving woodcuts, or simply 
strolling alongside her beloved pugs, 
Max and Lillie, Frada’s passion for art 
remains unyielding.

 
 
 
 

FRADA’S JOURNEY

EVERYDAY JOYS

Yet, amidst the whirlwind of creative endeavors, her 
greatest joy lies in the simple pleasure of spending qual-
ity time with her sprawling, yet endearing, family. With 
three children, three stepchildren, nine grandchildren, 
and a loving husband, Frada’s life is a delightful chaos 
that she wouldn’t trade for anything in the world. 
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But what truly sets Frada apart is her support for 
the gay community, especially during significant 
milestones such as the passing of marriage equality. 
In a state like Texas, where progress can sometimes 
feel like an uphill battle, Frada’s encouragement 
for gay couples to not give up on their dreams 
resonates deeply. As a pillar and supporter 
of the Dallas LGBTQ community, she 
embodies the spirit of acceptance, 
love, and inclusivity.

 
In every interaction, Frada exudes 
warmth, kindness, and a genuine 
desire to uplift those around 
her. Her contributions to the 
Dallas community, both in her  
personal and professional life, are 
immeasurable. As we celebrate 
Frada as the Gal Pal of the Month, 
let us be inspired by her example 
of compassion, acceptance, and un-
wavering support for all.

CONCLUSION



ATTENTION: TEACHERS AND ADMINISTRATORS

Sales Office: 817-540-2000 Ends July 2024 https://harstonwoods.com

The Harston Woods Community in Euless, Texas, 
is offering a special incentive for Teachers and 
Administrators.  If eligible, they will pay:

This applies to loans at or below $225,000.00 
and on select inventory homes in the commun-
ity. Home sale must close within thirty days   
of loan approval. 

10920 Harston Woods Drive, Euless, Texas 76040

· up  to  4% of the loan amount to go towards  re- 
 
· an additional 3% of the loan amount to go 
towards loan origination fees

duction of the interest rate
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