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DALLAS’ WHOLESOME
GAY MAGAZINE:

The GAB Celebrating

In a city as vibrant and diverse as Dallas, it’s crucial
to have a platform that celebrates the LGBTQ
community and their loving supporters. Welcome
to The GAB, a magazine that fills a vital gap in the
Dallas media landscape by showcasing the lives,
stories, and experiences of LGBTQ individuals

and their allies. The GAB is more than
just a magazine; it's a testament to the
inclusivity, unity, and strength of the §
Dallas community.

REPRESENTATION MATTERS

The GAB was born out of a
genuine need for representation.
While there are numerous
publications catering to the
LGBTQ community, many of
them tend to focus on nightlife
and the party scene, often
leaving behind the everyday
lives of LGBTQ individuals and
their families. Dallas deserves
a magazine that offers a more
comprehensive and wholesome
perspective, one that delves into

the multifaceted aspects of the LGBTQ community.

A CELEBRATION OF DALLAS
FAMILIES

At the heart of The GAB is its commitment to
showcasing a different Dallas family in the LGBTQ
community each month. These stories highlight
the joys, struggles, and triumphs of LGBTQ
individuals and their loved ones. By sharing these
personal narratives, The GAB aims to humanize the
community, fostering a deeper understanding and
empathy among readers.
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BEYOND THE BARS: REAL-LIFE
STORIES

While there’s nothing wrong with celebrating Dallas’
vibrant nightlife, The GAB goes beyond the surface.
Our magazine explores topics such as LGBTQ-
friendly schools, family dynamics, pet ownership,

—  and more. We take you on a journey through the

diverse neighborhoods that make Dallas
_a welcoming home for LGBTQ
, individuals.

A WEALTH OF
RESOURCES

The GAB is more than
just a collection of
stories; itf's a valuable
resource for the Dallas
LGBTQ community.
Our magazine offers
advice columns to
address the unique
challenges faced by
LGBTQ individuals and
their allies. Readers can
find recommendations
for LGBTQ-friendly vendors and discover exciting
things to do in Dallas, creating a stronger sense of
community.

UNITY AND SUPPORT

In a world that sometimes seems divided, The GAB
strives to bring Dallas together. We emphasize
unity and community support in every aspect of
our publication. By showcasing the experiences
of moms and siblings of LGBTQ individuals, we
underscore the importance of acceptance and love
within families. The GAB is a testament to Dallas’
commitment to diversity and unity.

A MAGAZINE TO BE PROUD OF

The GAB isn't just another magazine; it's a
publication you can proudly display on your
coffee table. It represents the values of love,
acceptance, and inclusivity that Dallas holds
dear. Whether youre a member of the LGBTQ
community or a loving supporter, The GAB is a
reflection of your commitment to a better, more
inclusive Dallas.

Dallas is a city that thrives on its diversity,
and The GAB is here to celebrate
that diversity. Our goal is to shed light on the
incredible stories and experiences of LGBTQ
individuals and their allies, emphasizing that
we are all respectful individuals with a common
goal of love and acceptance. If you know of any
families that would like to be showcased in The
GAB or have suggestions for content, please
send us an email at askEllie @thegab.com. We
invite you to join with us in celebrating the rich
tapestry of LGBTAQ life in Dallas.

EMBRACING LOVE AND
ACCEPTANCE

As Miss Ellie of Dallas aptly notes, the census
statistics might not capture the true essence
of Lake Highlands’ LGBTQ+ community. Love
and acceptance, after all, aren’t quantifiable by
numbers alone. This charming neighborhood,
with its clean streets, picturesque homes, and
diverse population, resonates with a spirit
of openness and inclusivity that transcends
statistics.

Lake Highlands is where stories converge,
friendships flourish, and a sense of belonging
takes root. From its educational institutions
to its community oases, from its architectural
diversity to its vibrant businesses, Lake
Highlands embodies the spirit of Dallas — a city
that celebrates diversity, fosters community, and
embraces the evolution of its neighborhoods. @
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WHERE THE BOYS ARE
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THE URBAN PIONEERS OF THE LGBT
COMMUNITY IN DALLAS

In the heart of Texas, a vibrant and stylish community
is leaving its mark on the real estate landscape
of Dallas. The LGBT community, known for its
unique sense of style and a knack for transforming
spaces into welcoming havens, is taking the city’s
housing market by storm. From the established
neighborhoods to the up-and-coming districts, these
urban pioneers are reshaping the concept of home
ownership and leaving their unmistakable mark.

OAK LAWN AND OAK CLIFF: A TALE
OF DIVERSITY AND ACCEPTANCE

When it comes to the LGBT community’s homebuying
preferences, two neighborhoods in Dallas stand out:
Oak Lawn and Oak Cliff. Ask anyone familiar with the
city’s pulse, and these names are likely
to be mentioned in the same breath. Oak
Lawn, often dubbed the heart of Dallas’s
gay community, has been a historic
haven for LGBT residents. Its charming
streets, lined with diverse architecture
and a welcoming atmosphere, have
attracted a significant proportion of the
community.

According to the 2022 census, Oak
Lawn continues to be a hub for LGBT
households, with over 77% identifying
as such. While this number is slightly
lower than the 2021 figure of 83%, it
still underscores the neighborhood’s
enduring appeal. Oak Cliff, on the other
hand, boasts 39% gay households,
making it another destination of choice for the
community. Within these neighborhoods, several
areas have become particularly popular among
LGBT residents. Beckley Club, Stevens Park, Kessler
Park, Kiest Park, Winnetka Heights, Wynnewood

WHERE THE BOYS ARE AND THE GIRLS TOO

Village, Oak Park, Kidd Springs, and Beckley
Club have all carved out spaces that reflect the
community’s aesthetic sensibilities and its dedication
to maintaining their homes with style and care.

DIVERSE ZIP CODES AND EMERGING
HOTSPOTS

Beyond Oak Lawn and Oak Cliff, the Dallas
LGBT community is establishing its presence in
various zip codes, each with its unique character
and potential. One notable area is 75229, where
approximately 33% of households identify as gay.
This zone encompasses charming subdivisions like
Midway Hollow and the Disney Streets, which have
garnered attention for their architectural character
and welcoming community atmosphere. In 75227,
near White Rock Lake, another zip code is making
waves in the LGBT homebuyer scene. Despite its
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surprising location, 75227 is home to communities
like Buckner Terrace, The Enclave at Grove Hill,
and the promising Tennision Village area. The 2022
census indicates that around 27% of households
here are part of the LGBT community.
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Proudly Serving Buckner Terrace, 1enison Village,
The Enclave at Grove Hill, The Enclave at

Wooded Creek and Claremont

BEST

D

2023

Congratulations

Patty
Collins

TOP PRODUCER
BEST REAL ESTATE AGENT

THANK YOU!

I'm so grateful to live and work in a major
real estate market that just keeps growing,
allowing me to perfect my craft with every
passing day. Being recognized as a D Best
Real Estate Agent and Top Producer for
2023 is a highlight of my year, but so is
getting to work with and for amazing clients
and fellow agents. Thank you for helping
me achieve this milestone - | couldn’t do

it without your support!

If | can help with a real estate need or
answer a question about the market,
please reach out!

Patty Collins
Realtor® | Dallas City Council
Housing Board Director

= 214.862.5524
- pattycollins@ebby.com p

t intended as solicitation if your property
s currently listed with another broker.
pattycollins.ebby.com  EBBY HALLIDAY

A Berkshire Hathaway Affiliate
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MAPPING THE HEART: OAK
LAWN’S ENDURING ALLURE

Oak Lawn remains the epicenter of the LGBT
community in Dallas, and its significance is
underscored by maps that highlight the strength
of gay households during election years. While
the LGBT community thrives in various pockets
of Dallas, Oak Lawn’s historical role in providing
a safe and inclusive space has solidified its place
in the hearts of the community members. Yet,
as Oak Lawn evolves and available home sites
dwindle, many LGBT homebuyers are exploring
new construction options in other parts of the city.
Simultaneously, there’s growing interest in single-
family homes located in different neighborhoods.
This diversification of preferences speaks to the
community’s adaptability and its desire to make
a home wherever it feels welcomed.

EMERGING TRENDS AND FUTURE
PROSPECTS

As Dallas continues to flourish and evolve, several
emerging neighborhoods are piquing the interest
of the LGBT community. The spotlight is turning
toward areas like Midtown, Farmers Branch,
Casa View, Piedmont, Parkdale, Royal Lane
near Central Expressway, and Queen City. These
districts are drawing attention for their potential,
affordability, and the promise of becoming the
next safe havens for the LGBT urban pioneers.
In conclusion, Dallas is witnessing a captivating
transformation in its real estate landscape, thanks
to the dynamic presence of the LGBT community.
With its penchant for style and commitment to
maintaining beautiful homes, this community is
reshaping the perception of homeownership in
the city. From established neighborhoods like
Oak Lawn and Oak Cliff to emerging districts,
the LGBT community’s impact is undeniable. As
urban pioneers, they are leaving their indelible
mark on the map of Dallas, turning houses into
homes and neighborhoods into vibrant havens of
diversity and acceptance. @
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New Construction Homes and
Master Planned Communities
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A NEW BEGINNING IN MASTER
PLANNED COMMUNITIES

In the spirit of the beloved show “Will and Grace,’
where characters Jack and Will navigate the world
of homeownership, families, including LGBTQ+
couples, are finding their own piece of paradise in
new construction homes within master planned
communities. This article explores the appeal of new
homes in these communities and the experiences of
LGBTQ+ families who are embracing the inclusive
atmosphere.

THE ALLURE OF NEW
CONSTRUCTION HOMES: A FRESH
START

The allure of purchasing a new construction home
lies in the excitement of being the first to reside in
a pristine space. These homes come with modern
designs, energy-efficient features, and the latest
amenities, making them an enticing option for families
seeking a fresh start. Collaborations between builders,
architects, and designers ensure that these homes
seamlessly blend aesthetics and functionality.

BUILDING DREAMS

THE POWER OF MASTER PLANNED
COMMUNITIES: A COMPREHENSIVE
LIVING EXPERIENCE

Master planned communities offer more than
just houses; they provide a comprehensive living
experience. These communities are thoughtfully
designed with communal spaces, parks, walking
trails, and recreational facilities that foster a sense
of belonging. Families are not only investing in
a home but also in a vibrant and interconnected
neighborhood.

INCLUSIVITY AND DIVERSITY: THE
HEART OF MODERN HOMEBUILDING

Inclusive values are at the core of modern master
planned communities. Forward-thinking builders
understand the importance of welcoming families
of all types and backgrounds. LGBTQ+ families, in
particular, are finding a warm reception within these
communities, where their identities are respected
and celebrated.

THE GAB
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LGBTQ+ FAMILIES FINDING HOME: A
POSITIVE SHIFT

Positive representation in media has played a pivotal role
in normalizing diverse families’ presence in all aspects
of life, including homeownership. LGBTQ+ couples and
families are now exploring new construction homes within
master planned communities without apprehension. This
trend has prompted builders to craft advertisements that
mirror the diversity of families, fostering understanding
and acceptance.

COMMUNITY SUPPORT AND ADVOCACY:
A SAFE HAVEN

Master planned communities are evolving into safe havens
that extend beyond the physical homes. Many of these
neighborhoods actively engage in support for LGBTQ+
rights and advocacy efforts. This involvement includes
collaborating with local LGBTQ+ organizations, hosting
events to raise awareness, and creating an environment
where every family can thrive.

THE ECONOMIC IMPACT: FOSTERING
VIBRANT COMMUNITIES

While the notion of Jack and Will influencing property
values is fictional, there’s truth in the idea that inclusive
communities attract diverse residents, contributing to a
vibrant environment. As LGBTQ+ families become part of
these neighborhoods, they play a significant role in the
community’s growth and prosperity.

CONCLUSION: BUILDING INCLUSIVE
FUTURES

Much like the journeys undertaken by Jack and Will, real-
life LGBTQ+ families are discovering their dreams in new
construction homes within master planned communities.
The appeal of modern designs, community engagement,
and a sense of belonging speaks to families from all
walks of life. Inclusivity remains a cornerstone of these
neighborhoods, and builders are stepping up by creating
communities that celebrate diversity. As we move forward,
the real estate landscape is becoming a reflection of the
inclusive world we strive to build together. @
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ROCKLAND HOME BUILDERS. LLC.
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) ROCKLAND HOME BUILDERS LLC

>\ 956.249.4752
> 8 956.655.8240

Proud to be your trusted
Real Estate advisor for
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THE ELEGANCE OF
Fabufong Ty ) eddings

A CELEBRATION OF LOVE AND CLASS

The institution of marriage has undergone significant
transformations in recent years, evolving to become
a symbol of love and commitment regardless of
gender. One of the most delightful and celebratory
manifestations of this evolution is the rise of gay
weddings. These weddings are characterized by
their elegance, inclusivity, and class, setting them
apart from traditional weddings with a refreshing
and modern twist. In this article, we will delve into
the world of fabulous gay weddings, exploring their
elegance, the costs associated with them, and
how they prioritize love over outdated norms like
bridezillas.

A NEW ERA OF ELEGANCE

Fabulous gay weddings are all about elegance and
sophistication. Unlike conventional weddings, which
sometimes adhere to traditional gender roles and
expectations, gay weddings have the freedom to
redefine norms. This flexibility allows couples to craft
ceremonies and receptions that reflect their unique
personalities and love stories. From intimate garden

THE ELEGANCE OF FABULOUS GAY WEDDINGS

gatherings to grand ballroom affairs, gay weddings
embrace diversity and individuality, resulting in
celebrations that are both beautiful and authentic.

One of the most remarkable aspects of gay weddings
is their ability to break away from the constraints of
gender norms. Couples are free to choose attire that
resonates with their identities, rather than conforming
to the traditional bride-groom binary. This fluidity not
only adds to the elegance of the event but also sends
a powerful message of inclusivity and acceptance.

EMBRACING INCLUSIVITY

Inclusivity is at the heart of fabulous gay weddings.
These celebrations provide a platform for couples
to express their love without fear of judgment or
discrimination. The guest lists are often a testament
to this inclusivity, bringing together a diverse array
of friends, family, and supporters. Love transcends
boundaries, and gay weddings emphasize this
beautifully. The emphasis on inclusivity extends
beyond the guest list. Many gay weddings feature
non-traditional customs and rituals that honor the

THE GAB
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Combining our
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production,
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couples’ unique backgrounds. These might include
cultural traditions, personalized vows, or even
performances that highlight the couple’s journey.
This focus on authenticity and diversity enriches the
event and creates memories that are cherished by
all in attendance.

COSTS AND INVESTMENT

While the elegance of gay weddings is undeniable,
it's worth acknowledging that they can be expensive
affairs. However, it's essential to view these costs
as an investment in a memorable and cherished
experience. From venues to decor, attire, and
catering, every element contributes to creating a
celebration that reflects the couple’s love story. It’s
important to note that the costs of gay weddings are
often on par with those of traditional weddings. The
expense is not merely a
result of the event being
a gay wedding; rather,
it's driven by the desire
to create a special and
unique experience. Just
as with any wedding,
couples can make
choices that align with
their  budget  while
still  maintaining the
elegance and class that
are synonymous with
fabulous gay weddings.

BEYOND
BRIDEZILLAS: FOCUSING ON LOVE

One of the most refreshing aspects of fabulous
gay weddings is the absence of bridezillas. These
weddings prioritize the celebration of love over
unnecessary stress and demands. The lack of rigid
gender roles in gay weddings contributes to an
atmosphere where both partners are on equal footing
when it comes to planning and decision-making. This
balanced approach fosters healthy communication
and collaboration, resulting in a more relaxed and
joyful wedding experience.

Moreover, gay weddings often embrace a more laid-
back and open-minded attitude. The focus is on
creating an enjoyable and memorable experience

for all involved, rather than conforming to societal
expectations. This approach resonates with the
modern

PERSONALIZATION AND CREATIVITY

Fabulous gay weddings are a canvas for creativity
and personalization. The absence of rigid traditions
allows couplesto curate an eventthatis truly reflective
of their journey and personalities. From unique color
palettes to inventive menu choices, couples have the
freedom to experiment and create an atmosphere
that is truly their own. Personalization also extends to
the ceremony itself. The vows exchanged, readings
chosen, and music played can all be tailored to
resonate  with the
couple’s love story. This
attention to detail adds
layers of significance to
\! the event, making it a
profound and cherished
memory for everyone
present. understanding
of marriage as a
partnership  built on
mutual respect and love.

CONCLUSION

Fabulous gay weddings are a celebration of love,
elegance, and inclusivity. These weddings redefine
the notion of what a wedding should be, prioritizing
authenticity, creativity, and mutual respect. While
they can be costly, the investment is a reflection
of the couple’s desire to create a meaningful and
memorable experience for themselves and their
loved ones. As we move forward in this new era of
weddings, let’s continue to celebrate and embrace
the elegance of fabulous gay weddings, appreciating
the diversity and love they bring to our lives. ﬁ

THE ELEGANCE OF FABULOUS GAY WEDDINGS
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Navigating Life Insurance, Retirement,
and Independent Living with a
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In recent years, society has made significant strides
in recognizing and respecting diverse relationships,
including those within the LGBTQ+ community. While
these positive changes are heartening, there is still
work to be done to ensure that financial planning
adequately addresses the needs of LGBTQ+
individuals and couples. This article delves into
the essential aspects of financial security, covering
life insurance, retirement planning, and the pursuit
of independent living, all tailored to the specific
circumstances of same-sex couples and LGBTQ+
individuals.

UNDERSTANDING LGBTQ+ FINANCIAL
PLANNING

LGBTQ+ individuals often encounter distinctive
financial situations that require careful consideration.
It is crucial to approach financial planning with
sensitivity to these unique challenges.

1. Life Insurance Planning for Same-Sex
Couples and LGBTQ+ Individuals

Life insurance plays a pivotal role in safeguarding
loved ones in times of need. For same-sex couples
and LGBTQ+ individuals, navigating life insurance
necessitates a thoughtful approach due to distinct
legal considerations and societal norms.

18 LGBTQ FINANCIAL PLANNING

a. Ensuring Equitable Coverage

Past Challenges: In the past, same-sex couples and
LGBTQ+ individuals might have faced difficulties
obtaining equal life insurance coverage due to
discriminatory practices.

Progress and Equality: As society has evolved,
insurance practices have also improved, ensuring
that all individuals, regardless of sexual orientation
or gender identity, have access to appropriate
coverage.

b. Tailoring Policies

Customization: Working with LGBTQ+-friendly
insurance providers or agents can help tailor policies
to meet the specific needs of same-sex couples and
individuals. Adequate coverage for dependents and
beneficiaries remains a top priority.

2. Retirement Planning: Crafting a Stable
Future

Retirement planning is essential for everyone,
but it carries distinct considerations for LGBTQ+
individuals and couples.

a. Benefit Eligibility

Social Security Benefits: Same-sex couples might
have faced challenges accessing Social Security
survivor benefits in the past. However, legal changes

THE GAB
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To my friends at Primelending who are now family, | am grateful for the opportunity to have
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have increased access, ensuring that partners can
benefit from these safety nets.

Pension Planning: Pension plans, traditionally
designed for heterosexual couples, might require
adjustments to ensure fair benefits for LGBTQ+
couples.

b. Legacy and Estate Planning

e Securing Legacies: Estate planning through
wills and trusts ensures assets are distributed
according to personal wishes. This s
especially important for LGBTQ+ individuals,
as it guarantees partners receive the intended
inheritance.

e Naming Beneficiaries: Designating beneficiaries
on retirement accounts, life insurance policies,
and financial assets is vital to ensure that assets
are directed correctly.

3. Pursuing Independent Living with
Financial Confidence

Independence is a common aspiration, but it can be
uniquely challenging for LGBTQ+ individuals due to
familial dynamics and other factors.

a. Family Relationships

Diverse  Support Networks: Some LGBTQ+

individuals might have chosen families that include
close friends and supportive peers. Financial
planning should reflect these relationships as well.

Familial Estrangement: Estrangement from biological
families can impact financial support. Independent
living plans should consider alternative support
structures.

b. Navigating Housing

Legal Protections: Legal protection against housing
discrimination varies. Individuals should be prepared
for housing challenges and consider building an
emergency fund to address unexpected changes.

4. Fostering Financial Security for Same-
Sex Couples

Same-sex couples have unique financial
considerations that require a tailored approach.

a. Legal Recognition

Importance of Legal Status: Legal recognition of
same-sex marriage or partnership is crucial for
accessing financial benefits and protections.

Legal Documentation: In regions where legal
recognition might be limited, couples should work
with legal professionals to establish agreements that
outline financial responsibilities and rights.

LGBTQ FINANCIAL PLANNING
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Happy Pride Month from

Making Dallas Fabulous for over 27 Years!

b. Collaborative Financial Management Sl et - e )
Joint Financial Accounts: Shared bank and FORT WOR T H ZOO:
investment accounts can simplify financial A M U ST DO FO R

management, ensuring both partners have
access to funds. FA M I I_I E S !

Power of Attorney: Granting power of attorney

i

to a partner empowers them to make financial

decisions if necessary.

CONCLUSION

As society continues to evolve, so too does the
landscape of LGBTQ+ financial planning. By
tailoring financial strategies to accommodate the

unique needs of same-sex couples and LGBTQ+
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individuals, we can help foster a more secure

and equitable financial future. From life insurance

Unique, one-of-a-kind items
that will make you smile!

to retirement planning and independent living,
inclusivity in financial planning ensures that all
individuals, regardless of their sexual orientation
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Design District: 1010 N. Riverfront
Oak Cliff: 1982 Fort Worth Ave.

or gender identity, can pursue their aspirations St SRS I Y N & ,__;. :
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with confidence and peace of mind. ﬁ planestrainsandmonorails.com

(214) 749-1929 - (214) 824-2185
LULABSDALLAS.COM
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Nestled within the heart of Dallas, Texas, lies an
enchanting neighborhood that has captured the
hearts of its residents and visitors alike — Lake
Highlands. This vibrant area, characterized by its
welcoming atmosphere, scenic surroundings, and
diverse community, has become a haven for families,
individuals, and the LGBTQ+ community. As we delve
into Lake Highlands, we’ll uncover the rich diversity
of its neighborhoods, its educational excellence, its
architectural charm, and its spirit of inclusivity.

A MOSAIC OF DIVERSITY AND
COMMUNITY

Lake Highlands is more than just a geographical
location; it's a mosaic of cultures, lifestyles, and
stories. Comprising three main zip codes — 75231,
75238, and 75243 — this area has grown to be a
vibrant mix of people from all walks of life. The 2022
census might show varying percentages of gay
households in these zip codes — 17% in 75231, 12%
in 75238, and 7% in 75243 — but these numbers,
while interesting, only scratch the surface of the true
essence of Lake Highlands.

The global pandemic of recent years has
undoubtedly left its mark on communities across
the world. However, attributing the fluctuations in
these statistics solely to the pandemic might be an
oversimplification. Lake Highlands has long been
cherished by many LGBTQ+ individuals and families,
providing a sense of belonging, safety, and support.

EDUCATIONAL EXCELLENCE AND
ARCHITECTURAL CHARM

Education is a cornerstone of any thriving
community, and Lake Highlands takes this aspect
seriously. The majority of the area is served by the
Richardson Independent School District (RISD),
known for its dedication to academic excellence
and holistic development. RISD’'s commitment to

EXPLORING LAKE HIGHLANDS

nurturing young minds has contributed significantly
to the area’s allure, making it an ideal destination
for families seeking quality education.But education
doesn'’t stop at the classroom door. The architectural
charm of Lake Highlands is a testament to its
rich history and dynamic evolution. Charming
homes, spanning from the classic rambler designs
to the iconic mid-century modern style, dot the
landscape. This architectural diversity reflects the
area’s commitment to preserving its heritage while
embracing contemporary sensibilities.

COMMUNITY OASES AND MODERN
CONVENIENCES

Lake Highlands offers more than just picturesque
houses and tree-lined streets. The community is
dotted with tranquil greenbelts, inviting parks, and
meandering trails that beckon residents to unwind
and connect with nature. The proximity of White Rock
Lake and its expansive parkland provides a respite
from the hustle and bustle of urban life, allowing
individuals and families to recharge and rejuvenate.
The area’s heartbeat resonates through its vibrant
neighborhoods, each with its own unique character.
Flag Pole Hill, The L Streets, and Mosshaven stand
as pillars of community spirit and shared values,
fostering bonds that extend beyond zip codes.

BUSINESS CORRIDORS AND
ENDURING INSTITUTIONS

Lake Highlands is not just a residential haven; it's
a hub of economic activity. Numerous businesses
and corporate establishments have found their
home within the neighborhood’s corridors, providing
opportunities for growth and employment. The
neighborhood’s proximity to institutions like
Presbyterian Hospital underscores its commitment
to comprehensive community care. While some
aspects of Lake Highlands have evolved, others
remain cherished constants. The shopping centers,
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built between the 1950s and 1970s, boast unique
architectural flair that captures the essence of
bygone eras while undergoing contemporary
revitalization. The public library, a symbol of
knowledge and community, offers a tranquil
space for learning and exploration.

COFFEE & GOOD EATs

FROM ROLLER RINKS TO
CULINARY DELIGHTS

For those who've witnessed Lake Highlands
evolution over the years, the memories of the past
are intertwined with the present. The shuttering
of the beloved White Rock Skate Center, once
a youthful sanctuary, might evoke nostalgia for
some. But times change, and so do the markers
of community vibrancy. And speaking of vibrancy,
Lake Highlands’ culinary scene is a testament
to its embrace of diversity. Among the many
charming eateries, SoCo Coffee House stands
out. What began as a coffee house at Lakeridge
in 2019 has grown into a beloved spot for
residents and visitors alike. With its cozy booths,
delectable brunch and lunch offerings, and a
welcoming atmosphere, SoCo has become a
- symbol of inclusivity and acceptance. Owners

‘_@"' Jonny Bean and Charles Bader have cultivated a
n \ space that transcends labels and fosters genuine
Ch_]ldrm,s connections among people from all walks of life.

HOSPITAL & MEDICAL CEMNTER

When children fummactigove e

As Miss Ellie of Dallas aptly notes, the census
statistics might not capture the true essence

are your everything ] of Lake Highlands' LGBTQ+ community. Love

and acceptance, after all, aren’t quantifiable by

) numbers alone. This charming neighborhood,
Can with its clean streets, picturesque homes, and
L4 diverse population, resonates with a spirit

of openness and inclusivity that transcends

statistics.
At Children's Hospital & Medical Center, science and heart lead us to even greater pediatric
breakthroughs. We provide the very best in pediatric specialty care, advance pediatric Lake Highlands is where stories converge,
research, educate tomorrow’s experts and advocate for children, families and entire friendships flourish, and a sense of belonging
communities — to improve the future of medicine, and the life of every child. takes root. From its educational institutions
to its community oases, from its architectural
To find a physician for your child, call 1.800.833.3100 or visit ChildrensOmaha.org. diversity to its vibrant businesses, Lake

Highlands embodies the spirit of Dallas — a city
that celebrates diversity, fosters community, and
embraces the evolution of its neighborhoods.

Education * Research * Advocacy * Care
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CHOOSING A SCHOOL FOR A CHILD
WHO IS OPENLY GAY

Selecting the right school for a child is a crucial
decision that significantly impacts their educational
journey and personal development. When the child is
openly gay, conservative viewpoints might influence
the school choice process. This article aims to
explore the considerations parents might have when
choosing a school for their openly gay child within a
conservative framework.

e Understanding the Child’s Needs: Parents
should prioritize understanding their child’s
emotional, social, and academic requirements.
Open conversations at home can help determine
the level of support and acceptance the child
desires from their school environment.

e Research and Communication: Thorough
research into schools’ policies, attitudes, and
approaches to LGBTQ+ inclusivity is essential.
Engaging in open communication with school
administrators, teachers, and current parents
can provide insights into the school’s stance on
diversity.

* Privacy and Safety: Safety and privacy are
universal concerns. Parents should explore
schools’ anti-bullying policies, confidentiality

NAVIGATING SCHOOL CHOICES FOR OPENLY GAY STUDENTS

measures, and support systems for LGBTQ+
students.

e Counseling and Support Services: The
availability of LGBTQ+-friendly counseling
services and support groups within the school
can play a pivotal role in helping the child navigate
their identity with professional guidance.

e Inclusive Curriculum: An inclusive curriculum
that includes diverse perspectives and LGBTQ+
history can foster acceptance and understanding
among students.

e Community Perception: Consider the general
attitude of the school community towards
LGBTQ+ individuals. This can influence the
child’s overall experience and well-being.

e @Graduation and Future: While the immediate
focus is on the child’s current well-being,
parents should also consider how the school’s
environment might impact their child’s long-
term aspirations, mental health, and future
relationships.

CHOOSING A SCHOOL FOR A CHILD
WITH GAY PARENTS

Selecting a school for a child with gay parents
requires navigating unique challenges, including
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by teacher.

SUPPLIES MUST BE WITH STUDENTS DAILY.
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potential discrimination and misconceptions. This
section delves into the considerations parents might
have when choosing a school for their child in such a
situation, within a conservative context.

e Open Communication: Maintaining open
communication with the child is essential.
Understanding their feelings, concerns, and
experiences related to having gay parents guides
the decision-making process.

e [egal Protections: Researching local laws
and regulations protecting LGBTQ+ families is
crucial. Opt for schools that adhere to these laws
to ensure the child’s rights are upheld.

e Inclusive Curriculum and Resources: Schools
offering an inclusive curriculum and resources
celebrating diverse family structures can help the
child feel accepted and understood.

e Parental Involvement: Consider the school’s
attitude towards parental involvement, as it
varies in conservative communities. Ensure the
child’s parents can actively participate in school
activities.

e Anti-Bullying and Diversity Policies: Choose
a school with comprehensive anti-bullying
policies and diversity initiatives to foster a safe
environment for the child, including addressing
potential discrimination related to their family
structure.

e Building a Support Network: Connecting with
other LGBTQ+ families in the school can create
a supportive network for both parents and
children, helping navigate challenges.

* Handling Misunderstandings: Conservative
environments might lead to misconceptions
about LGBTQ+ families. Parents should be
prepared to address these calmly and educate
the school community when needed.

e Resilience and Empowerment: Focus on
building the child’s resilience and empowerment.
Teach them to embrace their family’s identity and
nurture their self-confidence.

CONCLUSION

Choosing a school for an openly gay child or a child
with gay parents requires careful consideration,
especially within a conservative context. Prioritizing
the child’s well-being, safety, and educational needs
is paramount. By understanding their requirements
and seeking schools that align with their values,
parents can create an environment where their child
can learn, grow, and flourish while being true to
themselves. Education is a fundamental right, and
every child deserves an environment that respects
and supports their unique journey. ﬁ
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