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Gospel-Centered in Everything

Kids need to hear the Gospel EVERY time they are with us.

Kids get stories throughout the day from social media
that are not real and ideologies that don’t produce the
fruit of the Spirit. These stories and ideologies are
shaping their worldviews. So as Christians, we have to ask
ourselves, “what are we doing to pour the truth of the
Gospel into them every chance we get and are we
earnestly praying the Holy Spirit radically shapes the way
they see and interact with the world around them?”

Be careful not to fall into the trap of Bible Lite Strategy -
Kids dont’s need to learn good character apart from Jesus
Christ. They need to learn what it means to have a
relationship with Jesus Christ and good character will
naturally flow from that relationship as they begin to walk
in His ways.

We have to stop teaching virtues apart from Jesus or we
will lead our kids to moralism/legalism even if that’s not
our intention.
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Bible Lite Strategy emphasizes
virtues, values, morals, or character

from the Bible in a way that’s
unrooted from the Gospel. It isn’t
necessarily inaccurate, but it is

incomplete.

Good character is not the goal of a
Christian; it’s the byproduct of a life
surrendered and cultivated in Jesus

Christ.
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SundaySchoolZone.com
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Teach the Kids The Full Gospel Story

Examples of Gospel Presentations for Kids

We have a habit, at times, to only tell kids part of the
Gospel story when they need the WHOLE GOSPEL.

We don’t need influencers,
 we need disciple-makers 
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SundaySchoolZone.com
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Teaching Tools
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Minno is a
Christian

resource provided
on all preschool
tvs - ask Pastor

Bradley for
assistance if

needed.
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How to Positively 
Teach & Reinforce Kids
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How to Effectively Teach 
Toddlers & Elementary Kids

BE PREPARED! Understand that you are shaping the hearts of the next
generation for Jesus. This is not something to take lightly. If you commit
to teaching toddlers or kids then take that responsibility seriously. This
means if you are a Sunday School or Wednesday Night teacher you are

prepared to lead and teach BEFORE the day you teach. This means
studying the lesson throughout the week, spending time in Scripture, and

praying for the guidance of the Holy Spirit. 

Kids know when you don’t prepare and will take that as a sign they aren’t
that important to you. Additionally, you will be prone to simply just read
the lesson instead of engaging the kids in it, which does not adequately

teach kids the Gospel truths they need to learn. You are not a reader but a
teacher to these kids.

See the next few pages on how to teach toddlers and 
elementary kids most effectively.
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1. Connect the Lesson to Their World
Older kids are asking, “Why does this matter to me?” — so start there.

Use real-life examples: Show how the story relates to school, sports, friends, or family.
Ask “I wonder” questions: e.g., “I wonder how Joseph felt when his brothers betrayed

him?” When kids see how to apply the Bible to their own lives, it makes their faith
personal. Jesus connected Biblical truths to real-life situations when speaking with
others so they could understand more clearly the message and see how to directly

apply it in their own lives. Kids especially need this.
Share short stories or testimonies when you can.

2. Get Them Moving and Thinking
Kids learn best when they’re doing something interactive with the truth being taught.

Games and challenges: Bible verse relays, scavenger hunts, or 
or create a skit showing how someone in the Bible faced a hard choice.

Interactive questions: Instead of a lecture, ask: “What would you have done?” 
or “What do you think God wanted the people to learn?”

 3. Encourage Discussion and Discovery
Older kids crave independence — so guide them to discover 

the truth themselves. Use open-ended questions: 
“Why do you think Jesus said that?” “What does this teach us about who God is?”

Small group conversations: Let the kids share ideas with peers before answering aloud.
Scripture exploration: Give the kids verses to find and compare. Use Bible tabs or

journaling Bibles if applicable.

4. Focus on Relationship, Not Just Rules
Help them see the heart of God, not just the “right answers.” We don’t want to raise

Pharisees, but we want to raise disciples of Jesus.
Talk about why obedience matters — because we love and trust God.

Let them share struggles, doubts, or questions without judgment.
Model authenticity — when leaders admit, “I’ve struggled with that too,” it builds trust.

5. Engage Different Learning Styles
Rotate how you present truth each week:

Visual learners: Posters, comics, art, videos.
Auditory learners: Music, reading Scripture dramatically, storytelling.

Kinesthetic learners: Crafts, skits, or interactive prayer stations.

 6. End with Application and Reflection
Help them walk away with something personal.

Ask: “What is one thing you can do differently this week because of what we learned?”
Prayer journaling: Have them write or draw a short prayer response.
Group reflection: Let volunteers share “what stood out to me today.”

Teaching Elementary Kids
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Trauma-Informed
Kids Ministry
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In 10-14 year olds, suicide is the 2  leading
cause of death in America.

nd

Trauma makes kids feel….

Trauma Dramatically Effects Kids
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Website: https://www.ecmhc.org/tutorials/trauma/mod3_1.html
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How Do We Respond to Trauma?
We shift our mindset from reacting to behaviors to responding to

them, knowing all behavior is communication 
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Shift our mindset from “This kid is
giving me a hard time.” To “This kid is

having a hard time today.”

We have to tear down any barriers
that prevent kids from hearing,

seeing, and feeling the love of the
Gospel of Jesus.
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