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When you add up the cost of tuition, books, room and board, and all the additional
student fees, the price of post-secondary education in Alaska can seem overwhelming.
It’s easy to become discouraged and give up on your dreams of obtaining a degree.
However, there are quite a few organizations that offer financial aid, in the form of
grants and scholarships, to residents who cannot afford to pay for a two-year or four-
year program or based on merit for outstanding students.

Scholarship and Grants Offered by the State of Alaska

 The Western Interstate Commission for Higher Education (WICHE), which
Alaska has been a member of for over fifty years, is a consortium that provides
collective higher education to regional residents. This means drastically reduced
tuition rates. If you are a resident of any of the fifteen WICHE states, you are
eligible. To be considered for the Western Undergraduate Exchange (WUE) rate
you need to apply directly to the WUE Institution(s) of your choice. You can view
the participating institutions. Institutions often limit the number of new WUE
awards each year, so try and apply as early as possible.

 Alaska Performance Scholarships (APS) is a merit-based program for high
school Alaska High School students who are willing to put in the extra work and
get the good grades. This relatively new state program is a fantastic launch pad
for young students who want to excel at school. By taking on a more rigorous
high school workload, getting good grades, and scoring well on your SATs, you
can get awarded up to $4,755 per year for your college education. Learn more or
apply here.

 The Alaska Advantage Education Grant is one of the most accessible to resident
students. Award amounts are usually between $500 and $2000. In order to be
eligible you must be an Alaska resident and be enrolled in an undergraduate
degree program at a state college or university. Your first step in applying is to fill
out your FAFSA.

 GEAR UP! Alaska is a unique program that starts when kids are in middle school
and spans over six years. Participants receive college prep courses and are
eligible for a government funded scholarship that does not need to be repaid. In
order to receive the funds, the students need to be Alaska residents enrolled in a
higher education program. The scholarship pays up to $7000 and is renewable
for four years. Additional info can be obtained here.

https://uas.alaska.edu/?gclid=Cj0KCQjwio6XBhCMARIsAC0u9aEMP0qQ_kxPUXDAx80iYTTq5RrX5TNMV54mT9UtwCgcr87j6qavn_EaAqZ-EALw_wcB
https://uas.alaska.edu/apply/steps/index.html
https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa
http://www2.ed.gov/programs/gearup/index.html


School-Specific Grants and Scholarships

 The University of Alaska Scholars Program is designed to attract and award the
top 10% of the state’s most outstanding seniors. It is an $11,000 scholarship for
any of the 15 University of Alaska’s campuses. In order to participate, students
must apply by May 1st of their senior year. More details here.

 The Edward and Anna Range Schmidt Charitable Trust was established in 1993
to motivate students to pursue a degree in earth and environmental sciences.
Alaska natives and other minorities are urged to apply. An application may be
made at any time and it consists of a letter from a sponsor. The letter must
describe the applicant, the amount of grant requested, and the nature of the
financial need. For additional information including the where to send your letter
of application, click here.

Other Private Scholarship Opportunities

 The Alaska Community Foundation is a nonprofit organization that was
established to strengthen communities by assisting individuals and organizations
by providing financial support. One of their focuses is supporting students attend
college and have various scholarship opportunities with different criteria. Visit
their scholarships page to explore the different options.

 The Alaska Space Grant Program is a conglomerate of private and public
universities along with non-profit organizations throughout Alaska that sponsor
programs to promote and enhance teaching and research within aerospace and
earth science and other NASA and STEM disciplines. Application deadline is
February 15. You can find more details at the Alaska Space Grant Program’s
official website.

 More state scholarships can be found at scholarship database websites such as
scholarships.com and fastweb.com. You can visit them to discover even more
scholarships in your state.

 National scholarships are available to students from all across the country but
can be more competitive compared to state scholarships that were covered in
this guide. You can review our scholarships for hi gh school seniors to find the
most popular options available on a national level.

College tuition is rising all over the country but there’s no need to become frustrated.
With a little research you’ll find more than one program that suits your financial

http://www.alaska.edu/scholars/
http://www.schmidttrustalaska.org/
https://alaskacf.org/scholarships/
https://spacegrant.alaska.edu/
https://spacegrant.alaska.edu/
https://alaskacf.org/scholarships/
http://www.fastweb.com/
https://alaskacf.org/scholarships/


needs. There is a lot of help available to assist you in covering the cost of obtaining
your professional degree.

First Step: The FAFSA

Don't forget, the first step in planning to pay for college is to submit your FAFSA and
see how much federal funding is available to you. Most state programs, and even
scholarships, require filling out the FAFSA before applying. Learn more.

https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa
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