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Why We Do What We Do
Every boy deserves a chance to feel strong, capable, and prepared.
At Outdoor Life Leadership, we believe that nature is the ultimate classroom. In the wilderness, young men discover their strengths, face real challenges, and walk away with skills that can change their lives—and their futures. Through hands-on training in survival skills, disaster preparedness, and outdoor job development, we equip youth with more than knowledge. We give them confidence, direction, and purpose.
Our outdoor youth programs are designed specifically for young men ages 7–17 from underserved communities. Many of these boys face barriers—economic, social, and emotional—that limit their access to enriching, character-building opportunities. That’s where we come in. We introduce them to something different: the quiet strength that comes from learning to build a fire, pitch a tent, or lead a team through an obstacle.

Nature as a Classroom: Survival Skills for Youth
We don’t just teach survival, we teach leadership. Whether it’s starting a fire or setting up a shelter, these real-life experiences develop decision-making, teamwork, and self-confidence. And those lessons carry over into classrooms, families, and future careers.

Building Leadership in Underserved Young Men
Outdoor Life Leadership is built on mentorship and encouragement. Our programs are rooted in empathy, structure, and opportunity. When young men are given tools, time, and trust, they grow into leaders who know how to lift others too.

Bear Captains: Mentorship That Changes Lives
Our older participants—young men ages 18–24—can become Bear Captains. These young men return to camp as mentors, volunteering to guide and support the younger Bear Archers. As role models and brothers in the outdoors, they provide an example of what’s possible with discipline, heart, and hope.
Bear Captains don’t just give back—they grow, too. They build leadership capabilities that will carry them into careers, college, and community service.

Career Readiness Through Outdoor Job Training
Beyond leadership, we prepare our youth for long-term success. Through brick masonry, sustainable farming, renewable energy workshops, and more, we open doors to real-world career opportunities. It’s more than a camp—it’s a path toward economic mobility.

Join Our Mission: Subscribe and Stay Connected
We’re building something that lasts—young men who are strong, skilled, and ready to lead. And we’d love to have you be a part of it.
📬 Click here to join our mailing list and stay in the loop on upcoming camps, events, and impact stories.
🤝 Click here to donate or sponsor a camper and make this mission possible.
Together, we’re making outdoor safety possible—and building leaders for life.
PS. We are working on getting a program for the ladies, too. More info to come. 
