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Hearing No. 2022-02 

Summary of Protest (see attached Hearing Request Form) 

Aurora protested Battlestar Pegasus for failure to keep clear under Rule 10.  A collision occurred with 
serious damage to Aurora.  Great Laker Series, Race 4. August 24, 2022. 

Validity of Protest or Request for Redress 

Form submitted within the time limit?  ☒Yes ☐No  

Objections to Committee membership?  ☐Yes ☒No  

Submitted form identifies incident?  ☒Yes ☐No  

Protest hailed at first reasonable opportunity? ☒Yes ☐No  

Red flag flown at first reasonable opportunity?  ☐Yes ☒No The committee found that since serious 
damage had occurred the flying of a red flag was not required as per RRS 61.1(a)(4). 

☒Protest valid, hearing will continue; or ☐Protest invalid, hearing is closed.   

Facts Found 

The incident occurred during the first upwind leg of the race. 

Aurora was sailing upwind on starboard tack.  They had been on starboard tack approximately 10 
minutes. 

Battlestar Pegasus was sailing upwind on port tack. They had been on port tack approximately 10 
minutes. 

Aurora thought Battlestar Pegasus saw them sailing on starboard tack and would keep clear.   

Battlestar Pegasus did not see Aurora until their mainsail was in front of them.  There was no 
opportunity to avoid collision. 

Battlestar Pegasus hit Aurora on the port quarter, damaging their stern pulpit and cockpit coaming, and 
breaking their primary winch and winch base off which were lost overboard. 

Aurora hailed that they were protesting and immediatel y retired from the race. 

Battlestar Pegasus continued racing.  They completed a two-turn penalty on a later leg of the course and 
completed the race. 

Battlestar Pegasus admitted fault and that they had failed to keep clear as port-tack boat. 
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Conclusions and Rules that Apply 

Battlestar Pegasus on port failed to keep clear of Aurora on starboard, and broke RRS 10. 

By delaying her two-turn penalty to a following leg of the course, Battlestar Pegasus failed to comply 
with the requirements of RRS 44.2. 

Since Battlestar Pegasus caused serious damage by her breach, her penalty was to retire as required by 
RRS 44.1(b). 

Decision 

Battlestar Pegasus is DSQ in Race 4, Great Laker Series. 

Protest Committee 

Chairman Andrew Durward adurward@cogeco.ca 

Member Glenn Berglund  glennberglund1@gmail.com 

Member Chris Doyle  CDoyle@hodgsonruss.com 
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