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Welcome to IdeasAmerica - 2019 

On behalf of the Board of Directors, Happy New Year 

and welcome to IA 2019! 

Our members spoke and we listened. For the past 

several months the entire board has been focused 

on improving the products and services we offer our 

members. Included in our updates is the IA  Annual 

Awards processs, improved training and materials, a 

new web site, membership and IA brochures, and an 

updated Basic Concepts Program Assessment.  

IdeasAmerica appreciates your membership and 

continued support for employee engagement  and 

innovation programs. We look forward to serving the 

needs of your organization during the coming year. 

Watch for more information on the above changes 

coming soon. 

IdeasAmerica is here to serve our members. Contact 

the IA Office (information located on the back page 

of the newsletter) if we can assist you with your basic 

training and certification needs. 

IDEAS AND INSPIRATIONS FEBRUARY 2019 

Brenda Kelly, President   

IdeasAmerica 



  

New IA Website                           

Coming Soon 

The IdeasAmerica website has been under re-construction to include new and    

updated services for our members. These upgrades are designed to make it easier 

to pay membership, register for the Annual Summit, and locate information. Some 

specific changes are listed below. 

You can now register for the 2019 IA Summit directly on the website using your 

credit card. Several options for Membership are also available. New brochures for 

Membership and  About IA can be found under More. 

Current IA Newsletters are available for download and the 2019 Awards booklet 

and “new” forms have been posted. The new forms are fillable on line for your                 

convenience when submitting award nominations for 2019.  

We have included pictures from the 2018 Summit in Las Vegas as well as some of 

the award winners. Updated photos of the current IA Board of Directors are on the 

Home page. 

Information regarding the 2019 IA Summit to be held in Fort Lauderdale is located 

under Home and Shop on the website. 

Additional items are being prepared for the web site and will be added as they                  

become available. Come back often to see what’s going on within IdeasAmerica! 



  

Annual Awards                       

Process 

IdeasAmerica has made improvements to the Annual Awards Booklet for 2019.   

Prior to submitting your nominations this year, we recommend that you review the 

booklet in it’s entirety before you begin. The new Awards Booklet will be loaded on 

the website and emailed to our members in the next few weeks. 

One new award has been added. The “Breakthrough Innovation Award” will target 

new and innovative ideas that have never been done before. These ideas will 

change the way companies (and the world) conduct business in the future. All fields 

of business will be considered eligible to apply for this award (industrial,                       

pharmaceutical, medical, automotive, IT and AI technologies, security, nuclear,     

government, etc.) Additional information will be provided in the new booklet. 

New forms have been created for all of the nominations being submitted in 2019. 

The first page is the standard organizational and nominee information required for 

submittal. New forms have been created that you will use to complete your                         

nomination. Most nominations will be a minimum of two-pages. Complete the forms 

using the criteria listed for each award in the booklet. We will continue to limit                 

supporting documentation (attachments) to no more than three pages.  

 

The IA BOD would like to thank EGA-Dubai (Ignacio Sanchez Gatell) for their         

recommendations and support throughout our discussions as well as the team that 

worked on the 2019 awards updates. 



  

Basic Concepts                                    

Program                                 

Assessment  

Did you know that IdeasAmerica has offered assessments of ideas programs for       

almost a decade? The primary purpose of the Basic Concepts Program Assess-

ment is to determine the overall health of your suggestion or innovation program 

and to identify areas for continuous improvement. This is a systematic, ongoing pro-

cess that uses results from measured outcomes to improve programs. Even if you 

feel that your program is the best it can be, there is always room for improvement. 

 

The Program Assessment is intended to be an external, independent assessment to 

provide feedback to help improve and modify a program. For program assessment 

to be successful, it must be an ongoing and continuous process. Just as your                    

program should be improving / evolving, so should your assessment plan and                       

measurement methods. 

 

Effective program assessment will take time and effort, but there are steps to                    

follow that can help you develop a plan for assessment that will lead to continued 

improvements in the future. 

 

Based on the level achieved during the assessment, awards and certificates will be 

presented. 

 

For more information or to schedule your program’s assessment, contact the IA                

office, Mary Ellen Dolan, Executive Director. 





Contact Us 

Give us a call for more 

information about our     

services and products. 

248-961-2674 

Visit us on the web or 

through ia@ideas-

america.org 

 

Contact Information 

 

 Website        www.http://www.ideas-america.org/ 

 Email       ia@ideas-america.org 

 Phone       (248) 961-2674 

 Correspondence   Mary Ellen Dolan, Executive Director                        

        PO Box 2863                                    

        Ann Arbor, MI  48106 

 Parcels     Mary Ellen Dolan, Executive Director                              

        1231 Van Dusen Drive                                                                       

        Ann Arbor, MI  48103    
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