


February, 24th 2025

Greetings:

Beautiful Paducah couldn't be more excited to announce the return of BBQ on the River in 2025! This 
will be our 4th year as the hosting organization, and the festival's 31st year of successfully cooking some of the will be our 4th year as the hosting organization, and the festival's 31st year of successfully cooking some of the 
best BBQ in the world and raising the most money for local/regional nonprofit & charitable organizations. We 
look forward to what this year holds as we continue to learn and grow, further working towards our goal of 
maintaining the essence of this longstanding tradition - all while breathing new energy & life into one of 
Paducah's most remarkable, annual displays of camaraderie & unity; via delicious food and civic engagement!

They say pigs fly when we are having fun - well in just a little under 7 months, that wonderful smell of smoke and They say pigs fly when we are having fun - well in just a little under 7 months, that wonderful smell of smoke and 
the aroma of delicious food cooking will permeate the air of Downtown Paducah, once more! The dates for this 
year’s festival are Thursday, Friday & Saturday, September 25th-27th, 2025.

As you can see, our vendor applications are completely online. We ask that you read through this entire packet As you can see, our vendor applications are completely online. We ask that you read through this entire packet 
before applying - many of our frequently asked questions will be answered and any important festival updates for 
2025 will be outlined within this document.  Once your application has been submitted, our team will review and 
contact you within two weeks of submission.  Please make sure to review your application to ensure you have 
included the correct email and phone number, and consistently check both your inbox & spam folders for festival 
related correspondence from our info@bbqpaducah.com email.

A simple Profit & Loss statement will be required at end of this event and a minimum donation of 20% of net A simple Profit & Loss statement will be required at end of this event and a minimum donation of 20% of net 
profits from BBQ Competitors & Food/Drink vendors and 5% of net profits from Market Days Vendors must be 
donated to your local/regional nonprofit of choice. This is a BBQ Competition/Festival -AND- Community 
Fundraiser. We understand and appreciate that many of your donations exceed this amount and hope you will 
continue to donate substantially more than the required 20% or 5%. We have included a simple P&L and 
Charitable Contribution form for your use. We will provide another copy in your vendor folders as well - these will 
be due back to our organization by Friday, October 31st 2025.

Please make sure to list ALL items to be sold in your booth when filling out the applications, each item must be 
approved by the BBQ Planning Committee and the list provided will be referenced when we create booth 
descriptions/offerings to share with the public & all festival attendees. Sending us photos of your booth or food 
truck/trailer set-up is HIGHLY encouraged. We will also use these photos on our website/social media pages for 
promotional purposes.

We look forward to receiving your application. The deadline for submission is June 30th, 2025. The Holiday Inn We look forward to receiving your application. The deadline for submission is June 30th, 2025. The Holiday Inn 
Riverfront Paducah will provide special group rate pricing. Please contact us for a link to receive this discount. 
For all other questions, email us at info@bbqpaducah.com SUBJECT: BBQOTR 25.

Pork, peace & happiness,

Whitney Ravellette Wallace
Beautiful Paducah Co-Founder & Executive Director
BBQ on the River Planning Committee Chair 1
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