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GREEN TREE LIAISON COMMENTS ON EIR/SPECIFIC PLAN FOR GREEN TREE 

Air Quality 

Exhaust Emission (NOx and PM) Control Measures 

Page 2-14 of the Assessment (draft EIR Appendix 4.6-1) requires the use of Tier 4 diesel construction 

equipment, followed by alternatives if use of Tier 4 equipment if not feasible.  In the attached supporting 

documentation Attachment 2 Greentree Construction Emissions Summary – by Phase it is noted that the data 

in the table is from mitigated output (Tier 4 equipment).   

If non-Tier 4 equipment use is allowed, the emission data listed may not be relevant.  There are a lot of older 
trucks that would likely be used for this work so the probability that all equipment would be Tier 4 is low. The 
tables that disclose the amount of TOCs released by the project on an annual basis assume all Tier 4 
equipment and likely under-estimates the TOCs that will be released in our community during construction.   
 

Dust Control During Construction 

There is no mention in the Construction Control Plan about real time monitoring for dust.  Many existing 

Leisure Town residents adjacent to the work zone have respiratory conditions that are aggravated by airborne 

dust.  The proposed plan is lacking in substantive dust control measures during work, and does not address 

after hours dust generated by the typical breeze that comes up in the afternoon.   

• Recommend placing real time dust monitors at several location around the perimeter of the work 

zone set at National Ambient Air Quality Standard for PM2.5 of 12 μg/m3 with audible alarms to alert 

construction crews that they were exceeding allowable dust levels.  An example of this type of device 

is an Aeroqual PM10 / PM2.5 Portable Particulate Monitor. 

• Recommend materials like Earthbind 100, Fiberlock, or equivalent products would lock down dust and 
help reduce or eliminate after hours and weekend dust from impacting the local community.  This 
should be required for the end of workday watering of the exposed soil and stockpiles.   

• Watering exposed soil surfaces a minimum twice a day in Vacaville in the summer is insufficient to 

prevent dust migration off site.  Recommend hourly watering unless ponding results. 

• Recommend measures to prevent tracking onto public roads rather than relying on wet street 

sweeping.  After several large vehicles have compacted soil tracked onto paved roads a wet street 

sweeper is ineffective at removing soil from the roadway. 

• Limiting speed to 15 mph onsite would need enforcement.  Recommend corrective actions be 

required within 24 hours.  Appropriate responses to excessive dust emissions should be a Standard 

Operating Procedure (SOP) for the project and implemented as needed. 

• Recommend the contractor have a weather station equivalent to what is described in the 

Meteorological Monitoring Guidance, published by the U.S. EPA, Office of Air and Radiation, Office of 

Air Quality Planning and Standards, Research Triangle Park, NC 27711 on February 2000 on site to 

determine wind speed and direction.   

• Recommend a minimum height of eight feet for wind breaks, higher if this is observed as ineffective. 

• Recommend a wash pad with a pressure washer to clean trucks exiting the site and using a “driveway” 

for the last 100 feet offsite consisting of 6” drain rock to remove dirt and debris from the tires prior to 

entering public roadways.   

• General recommendation - Recommend a separate Quality Control team to monitor construction 

activities with stop work authorization and responsibility.  This team would be independent of the 
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developer and answer to the City of Vacaville under the direction of a State of California Certified 

Industrial Hygienist. 

 

Traffic and Circulation 

SECTION 4.19 TRANSPORTATION (Pages 4.19-1 through 4.19-22) 

The EIR highlights important positive plans to improve bike and trail amenities: Pg 4.19-21, “Pedestrian, bicycle 

and trail connectivity is a foundational design element of the proposed project.” 

Traffic Calming Recommendations listed in Appendix 4.19-1, are desirable components to calm traffic along 

the length of Yellowstone from the intersection at Nut Tree to the proposed roundabout at Sequoia.  

• Consider construction of roundabouts and/or traffic circles to promote safe and efficient travel between the 

“North of Sequoia” and “South of Sequoia” development areas and existing neighborhoods. Roundabouts and 

traffic circles are frequently used as traffic calming and safety measures, due to their crash reduction potential, 

low vehicular entering speeds, and reduced conflict points. These intersection improvements should be 

considered at the following locations: 

 ‐ Roundabout at Yellowstone Drive at Sequoia Drive 

 ‐ Traffic Circle at Yellowstone Drive at Rushmore Drive (see design concept in the Appendix)  

• Consider high-visibility pedestrian crossing features, such as rectangular rapid flashing beacons (RRFB). 

RRFBs are pedestrian-actuated visibility enhancements that flash with high frequency when activated to alert 

drivers. RRFBs should be used in combination with pedestrian crossing warning signs. 

High visibility crosswalks with RRFBs should be considered at the following locations: 

 ‐ Yellowstone Drive at Rushmore Drive (Note: If a roundabout is constructed at this location, the RRFB 

recommendation would no longer be applicable.)  

‐ Yellowstone Drive at Teton Drive 

-Ranier Circle where pedestrians cross to the Leisure Town garden and RV lot.  There is currently no 

between Teton and Nut Tree.  

• Recommendation for the City of Vacaville to evaluate intersections along Yellowstone Drive for All-Way 

Stop-Control warrants as development occurs.  

• Consider installation of radar feedback signs along Yellowstone Drive to promote compliance with posted 

speed limits to achieve traffic calming objectives.  

• Consider opportunities to construct curb extensions (bulb-outs) at intersections. Bulb-outs enhance 

pedestrian safety by increasing pedestrian visibility, shortening crossing distances, slowing turning vehicles, 

and visually narrowing the roadway (source: sfbetterstreets.org). Blub-outs should be evaluated for use at key 

locations with consideration for vehicle turning design requirements and transit operations.  

• Consider painted conflict markings along bicycle lanes and through intersections to improve bicyclist 

visibility to motorized traffic. 5.4 Other Considerations The following augmentations to the Project circulation 

concepts should be considered:  
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• Under all circulation concepts, consider traffic calming and pedestrian crossing along Sequoia Drive west of 

Yellowstone Drive. 

• Consider rumble “dots or strips” on Yellowstone and Sequoia in combination with other traffic calming 

measures to warn traffic of upcoming crossings, stop signs or speed signs. 

 

Specific Plan Comments 

Land Use South of Sequoia 

Area south of Sequoia should be limited to single story homes or two-story homes if allowed should be visually 

separated from existing homes (not directly across the open space strips). 

Parks 

Fencing – “Perimeter walls separating the two proposed neighborhood parks from existing residential uses 

shall be six-foot masonry walls.”  Specific Plan Page 4-11.  Community requests either no fencing or fencing 

that does not restrict view of open space (ex: masonry lower half/wrought iron upper half). 

Size of Dog Park—a few months ago the City’s park planner suggested in the park South of Sequoia the dog 

park area be segregated for large dogs and small dogs and the dog park be enlarged.  We agree with these 

suggestions and would like to see them included in the plan.   

Fencing  

Detention Basins—The Leisure Town community requests clarity on need for, type, and placement of fencing 

around detention basins.  Fencing substantially changes the character of the existing neighborhood.  There is 

strong opposition to fencing in general and opposition in particular to fencing that may be near existing 

property lines.   

Trails—The Leisure Town community opposes fencing along planned trails.  Any such fencing would change 

the character of the existing neighborhood which now has only owner’s backyard fences and unobstructed 

views of open space. 

Plan Administration, Section 9.4 

We request language in Section 9.4 to ensure the City Community Development Department and various 

project developers/builders commit to enhanced community input opportunities so that as specific actions or 

changes are proposed the community will have input in advance of decisions and/or in advance of items 

placed on a Planning Commission agenda. 

Three primary reasons for continued enhanced community engagement through project completion are: 

1. A recognition that conditions do change, changes will be requested by developers/builders, and over 

time decisions must be made about minor and major change requests and, 

 

2. A lack of detail in segments of the specific plan, in areas of heightened importance to the community, 

means final decisions on these elements may be delayed beyond Specific Plan approval and re-zoning.  

Examples: 
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a) “The final park design program may be refined based on further evaluation of capital and 

maintenance costs.”  Pg 6-3 Specific Plan 

 

b) “A suite of potential traffic calming features will be considered with a final plan to be defined 

in coordination with the city and implemented in tandem with a specific project development 

phase to be determined (development phasing is described in Chapter 9.0, Implementation 

Plan).”  Pg 5-14 Specific Plan. 

 

The language quoted is an example of ways the project could be altered after project approval.  The existing 

community has had years-long participation in this project, has had substantial input to the design and is 

invested in ensuring post approval changes do not undo the progress to date. 

3. A Vacaville history of developers/builders requesting and receiving substantially revised plans (North 

Village, Harbison & Ulatis) sometimes years into the development process, without robust community 

engagement and adequate community notice.  These changes have often affected the quality of life 

for residents in such ways as diminished open space, elimination of planned schools for children and 

other amenities not developed as planned. 

 

This content submitted May 31, 2022, by the Green Tree Liaisons with substantial community input:  

Marj Kelly, Chris Winther, Jim Leland and (Jim Robbins-now resigned from Liaisons) 

 

 

 


