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The sun goes down and the sky reddens, pain grows sharp,
light dwindles. Then is evening

when jasmine flowers open, the deluded say.

But evening is the great brightening dawn

when crested cocks crow all through the tall city

and evening is the whole day

for those without their lovers.

Translation . George L Hart (Kurunthogai)
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Water lilies bloom

in the lagoons

where cranes part the water lilies

looking for fish

then fly away to stay

in fragrant seaside groves,

near my lover's village washed by the sea.

His love for me
is greater than the sea.

- Neithal (Ainkurunuru - 184)
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