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FADE | N:
I NT. JOANNE' S APARTMENT - MORNI NG
Noah is fast asleep in Joanne's bed. She shakes hi m awake.

JOANNE
Noah! Get up! Get up

Hal f awake, and groggy, Noah's eyes bolt open, confused.

NOAH
Is there a fire? Holy shit, Joanne.

JOANNE
You got to get up, we slept in!

NOAH
VWhat ?

Noah checks his alarm it says 8:23.

NOAH ( CONT' D)

Ch crap. 1've got to be at work in 20
m nut es.
He gets out of bed. She sits up, illum nated by the gl ow of
her phone.
J OANNE

Morgan just texted, there's a crisis,
| have to go over there right now

Noah sits up in bed.

NOAH
VWhat happened? |Is she okay?
JOANNE
(l'ying through her teeth)
No, everything is fine. | just need

you to get ready.

Joanne wal ks out of the room Noah gets out of bed and starts
pul ling his pants and sweater on.

NOAH
VWhat's the energency?

JOANNE (O S.)
Podcast epi sode. Morgan wants to film
( MORE)
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JOANNE (O S.) (CONT' D)
while it's still fresh in her brain..

Noah opens her sock drawer and pulls out m smatched pairs of
socks. He tries to find a matching white pair. Wile digging,
he pulls out a New England Patriots jersey with the nane
"GRONKOWBKI " on the back. Joanne wal ks back in the room
brushing her teeth. Her eyes w den i medi ately.

NOAH
Gronk? Since when do you |ike
f oot bal | ?

J OANNE
A d Hal |l oneen costunme. W really need
to get going, | have a mllion things
to do today..

Joanne wal ks back out of the roomand into the bat hroom

NOAH

(j oki ng)
What is it, an old boyfriend s?

A beat. She wal ks back into the room holding her nmakeup bag.

NOAH ( CONT' D)
When did you wear this for Hall oween?

Joanne applies her mascara in the mrror, while Noah stil
hol ds the jersey.

JOANNE
Oh CGod, | don't even remenber. | think
it was an old friend' s. Haven't spoken
to themin years.

Noah | ooks at it for a second. Joanne tears open her |ipstick
and applies it.

NOAH
You know, | always think it's pretty
| ame for a guy to wear another guy's
jersey, right? | mean, G onk's one of
the greatest players of all tine, but
at |east my Matzah Ballers jersey has
my nane on it.

J OANNE
Yeah, pretty |ane.
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A beat. Joanne continues applying makeup products, hurried.
Noah exam nes the jersey.

NOAH
So, who was the old friend? Looks too
big for any of your friends. Was this
the romantic type of friend?

A beat. Joanne applies eyeliner.

JOANNE
Wuld it bother you if it was?
NOAH
Are you kidding, not at all. I'"ma man

of God. W categorically don't get
jealous. So, in theory, if this was an
old boyfriend' s jersey, | would be
cool as a cucunber. I'd be so chill,
they'd call nme Ice Cube. It's only a
deal breaker if you're a closeted
Patriots fan.

JOANNE
I"'mready if you are. Also, today
m ght be the day your socks don't
mat ch, Noah.

He puts down the jersey and finds the nearest socks.

NOAH
So, it was a boyfriend s?

JOANNE
(stretching the truth)
| don't really renenber who's it was.
| don't even know why | still have it.

She wal ks out of the room
EXT. JOANNE' S APARTMENT - MOMENTS LATER

Joanne exits her apartnment, Noah follows. She |ocks the front
door .

JOANNE
Last week of being 39, Noah!

Joanne pronptly gets in her car, slanms the door. She drives

of f. Noah stares at her, confused. He unfurls the jersey from
his fist, looking at it, suspiciously. He gets in his car.
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EXT. STARBUCKS - A LITTLE WH LE LATER

Joanne approaches Bina, Esther, and Morgan, who are sat at a
table with coffees. She sits down.

MORGAN
So nice of you to finally join us.

JOANNE
We slept in, he was running late to
wor k. | thought he would have been
gone a |l ot sooner. He usually is. |
told himwe're filmng a podcast
epi sode.

Bl NA
You made himrun | ate for work?

JOANNE
Nei t her of us set our alarnms. W were
wat chi ng this murder docunentary | ast
night until like 2 amabout this
married couple in South Carolina-

ESTHER
|s that the one where the sister did
it?

JQOQANNE
Yes!

ESTHER

| made Sasha watch that the other
night, it was the nost disgusting
thing I've ever seen-

Bi na waves her hand, notioning them getting inpatient.

Bl NA
Can we get on with what we're here
for? | have a hair appointnent in an
hour .

JOANNE
Right. Sorry. | wanted to touch base
at the start of this week as we're in
the final stretch of this party.

MORGAN
| can't believe you' ve kept this from
himfor four nonths. | didn't think
( MORE)
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MORGAN ( CONT' D)
you had it in you.

JOANNE
I"mfull of surprises, including epic
surprise parties.

Bl NA
Joanne, |'m appreciative that you' ve
included ne in the planning of this
party and allowi ng me to host.

Bi na places her hands on top of Joanne's. Joanne | ooks
t ouched.

JOANNE
Wi ch, is perfect, because he'd never
expect a surprise party to be at your
house.

Joanne pulls out her Notes app on her phone.

JOANNE ( CONT' D)
Ckay, so today is Monday, party is
Friday, | just wanted to go over
everything with everyone what we need
this final stretch. Noah's 40th
birthday is gonna be massive, |'ve
i nvited anyone and everyone we've ever
met. | even invited the guy that works
at the 7/ 11 where Noah buys energy
drinks. | want everyone the drunkest
t hey' ve ever been. Esther, what's the
411 on catering?

ESTHER
W're all set. Caterers are setting up
Friday norning. And Sasha knows
absol utely nothing, which I mght add,
| think has contributed to the success
of this party.

JOANNE
Fantastic. | have nyself on decor and
set up. Bina, |I'mgonna cone over
Thur sday ni ght while Noah's at
practice to decorate the house- and
al so so we have everything set up
before the caterers arrive. If you

guys could help with that, 1'd really
appreciate it. Mrgan- what's the
( MORE)
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JOANNE ( CONT' D)
progress on al cohol ?

MORGAN
| hope it's there.

J OANNE
No, | mean, have you ordered it yet?

MORGAN

(lying, smling in a fake way)

Yes, | have it all at ny house now.

J OANNE
kay, great. | know you're lying so
just pick up the alcohol sonetine this
week and drop it off on Friday. | want

enough booze that this place |ooks
like a frat party. And after that,
we' re good to go.

Joanne, Esther, and Mdrgan smle at each other. Bina | ooks
conf used.

Bl NA
So, what am | doi ng?

A beat. They all stare at Bina.

JOANNE
Un well, you' ve been gracious enough
to |l et us use your house for the party
SO0... You can kind of just hangout.

Bl NA

"Just hangout ?"

ESTHER
| think what she neans to say is that
you bringing himinto this world is
contri bution enough.

MORGAN/ J QANNE
Yeah.

JOANNE
| s that okay?

Bi na sips her tea.
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Bl NA
"1l just "hangout."

A beat .

MORGAN
Well, | for one like coffee as nuch as
t he next person, but | think this
nmeeti ng coul d have been an email.

| NT. SASHA' S OFFI CE - DAY
Noah holds up the Patriots jersey to Sasha, he snells it.

NOAH
|"'mtelling you, dude, she's been
acting weird for nonths. And now this
j ersey appears, out of nowhere.
don't believe in coincidences. Wiy are
you snelling it?

SASHA
Trying to see if it snells |like a guy
or agirl.

NOAH
And?

SASHA

Too hard to tell.

NOAH
Sonet hing has been really off l|ately.
She's' been incredibly secretive,
sneaky. This norning, she saw that |
found it and couldn't have gotten ne
out of there faster. She definitely
didn't want nme to keep | ooking.
Sonmet hing weird is going on here.

SASHA
| wll say, whoever's jersey this is,
He's j acked.

NOAH

(of f ended)

| Iift weights. Every Tuesday and
Thur sday.

SASHA
How nmuch do you wei gh? Cause he's

( MORE)
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SASHA ( CONT' D)
benching two of you.

Sasha gestures to the jersey. Ilan, knocks on the door and
opens it. He sits across fromhis sons.

| LAN
Noah, | didn't know you were conming in
today. Big birthday this weekend.

NOAH
Com ng up quick

| LAN
You were the small est baby, just so
skinny and frail. You | ooked I|ike
Benjam n Button, like a 40-year-old

face on a newborn baby. Then sone kid
at the park socked you in the face

with a wiffleball bat, then you | ooked
different. Not better. Just different.

SASHA
Dad, what's up?

Ilan sits down, across fromhis sons. He notices the jersey.

| LAN
Are we Patriots fans now?

SASHA
Noah thi nks Joanne is cheating on him
with a Patriots fan.

Ilan clutches his heart like it hurts him

NOAH
| don't think she's cheating. That's a
stretch. | trust her conpletely.

just have a few foll ow up questions.

| LAN
| think Joanne's a nice girl, maybe
she has anot her job or sonething she
doesn't want to tell you about. Wo
knows, rent's expensive nowadays.
Maybe she's a stripper.

NOAH
How woul d this jersey in any way
indicate that ny girlfriend is a
( MORE)
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NOAH ( CONT' D)
secretly a stripper?

Il an shrugs his shoul ders.
SASHA

Dude, wouldn't that be hilarious, if
you're a rabbi dating a stripper?

NOAH
Well, as nmuch as | |ove the
insinuation that ny girlfriend of two
years is secretly a stripper, | think

' mgoing to bow out on this
conversation

Noah exits the room
| LAN
(to Noah)
See you on Fri day.

Noah doesn't hear. A beat.

| LAN ( CONT' D)
(to Sasha)
Oh crap, he wasn't supposed to know
t hat .
SASHA

VWhat's on Friday?

| LAN
The surprise party your nother's
t hrowi ng him

SASHA
No one told ne about a party.

| LAN
| don't know nothing about it either,
it's all Joanne and your nother. Just
don't make plans on Friday...By the
way, | spoke to a consultant- our
busi ness here has roughly about two
years left to live.

SASHA
What ?
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| LAN
One of the guys at the gymrecomended
| get sonebody in here to do a ful
wor k up.

SASHA
| thought we were doing good, the |ast
quarter we beat our sal es goals.

| LAN
And the other quarters we were
| agging. And all the quarters before
that. When | started this business
back in the 70s, it was all the rage.
Nowadays, everyone's buying online.
They don't need us. MIlennials, CGen
Zers, Cen whatever's don't care about
us. We should do it a favor and put it
out of its msery.

SASHA
But dad, ny whole career is this
busi ness. | don't have anything el se

on nmy resune.

| LAN
(shrugs)

Wth the TikTak and the Al, | don't
know how we fit in the future. It's
not 1976 anynore, even | know that.
Ei t her we need to adapt real quick, or
|'d suggest you nmake a- what's that
called? A link?

SASHA
A Li nkedl n?

| LAN
O a Gindr.

SASHA

That's not what you think it is.
| LAN
VWhat ? We're grinding every day...
Point blank is, | don't think this
busi ness has a future.
EXT. LI QUOR STORE - LATER THAT AFTERNOON

Morgan and Sasha are wal ki ng through the Iiquor store parking
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ot with two carts full of alcohol. They approach her car.

MORGAN
What about your dad's busi ness?

SASHA
He says we're tanking..

They start |oading bottles into the trunk.

SASHA ( CONT' D)
Side note- do you know if there's
anyt hi ng going on with Joanne? You
didn't hear this fromme, but Noah
t hi nks she's secretly seeing soneone
el se or sonething. He canme to ne today
and was all w gged out about it.

MORGAN
Way woul d he think that?

SASHA
| don't know, he says Joanne's been
hiding things lately...

MORGAN
Li ke about what ?

SASHA
He's been freaking out because he
found a Patriots jersey in Joanne's
drawer. He thinks there's sonething
weird going on with that. Is this like
a sports thene party or something?

MORGAN
Didit say Gonk on it?

SASHA
How d you know?

MORGAN
It was probably G onk's.

SASHA
Do you nean |ike actual G onk? The
football player?

Mor gan nods.
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MORGAN
| " m probably not supposed to tell you
this, Joanne used to date G onk. The
Gronk. I'msurprised that didn't cone
up by now.

SASHA
|"'msorry, am|l hallucinating? Joanne
dated G onk?

MORGAN
For a year.

SASHA
What ?!

MORGAN

They were young, it was a mllion
years ago. The breakup was actually
what inspired us to start the podcast.

SASHA
You' ve known Gronk this whole tine and
didn't tell ne? Do you still have an
emai |, phone nunber, address of his?

Sonme way to get in touch?

MORGAN
| mean, maybe, but probably not, why?
SASHA
(smling)

No reason. No reason at all.

MORGAN
Just don't tell Noah that | told you
this, probably not ny business to
tell. Not that the relationship was a
bi g deal, but Joanne's weird about
this sort of stuff.

| NT. REC CENTER- LATER THAT NI GHT
Noah and the other Matzah Ballers are warmng up on the

court. Joanne and Morgan sneak in to watch Noah play. He jogs
up to them

NOAH
Hey, | didn't know you were com ng
tonight. | haven't seen you all day.
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They ki ss.

JOANNE
Just been running errands and what not.
Busy busy. Go out there and get them
tiger!

MORGAN
(slipping up)
She's a bigger fan of the Matzah
Ball ers than the Patri ots.

JOANNE
" t’)(caught of f guard)
at ~

MORGAN
(realizing what she just said)
| said... Noah's a red-bl ooded
Patriot... | don't know what |'m
sayi ng right now.

JOANNE
W're going to go sit down. Good | uck

Joanne shoots Morgan a dirty | ook. They walk off to the
bl eachers. Noah | ooks confused. He jogs up to Sasha.

NOAH
What do you know?
SASHA
What do you nean?
NOAH
Come on, | know you've got intel.

What's the deal with the jersey?

SASHA
| don't know anyt hi ng.

Bl ood runs out of Sasha's nose.
NOAH
Your nose is bleeding. Wich is what
happens when you're keeping a secret.
Sasha wi pes his nose and | ooks at the blood on his fingers.
SASHA
"' mjust dehydrated.
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NOAH
When | skipped tenple in 3rd grade and
told you not to tell Mom the next
nor ni ng your bed | ooked like a crine
scene. Junior year, Ashley ol dberg
asked you to prom but you were
al ready going with Esther. A horror
novi e speci al effects departnent
woul dn' t have the anount of bl ood that
came out of your nose. Mrgan just
sai d sonet hing about the jersey. \Wat
do you know?

Sasha shakes his head, holding his nose, he can't contain the
bl ood. A beat.

SASHA
(1 ooking tortured)
It's his jersey.

NOAH
VWho' s?

SASHA
G onk.

A beat. Noah | ooks even nore confused.

NOAH
G onk?

SASHA
She used to date G onk. The G onk. She
didn't want to tell you. | need a
tissue.

Sasha runs off to the bathroom clutching his nose. H's
cl othes are covered in bl ood.

ESTHER
(to Joanne and Morgan, out of
Noah's earshot, gestures to Sasha)
Did one of you guys tell him about the
party?

A beat. Noah processes the information. A whistle goes off.
EXT. | CE CREAM SHOP - LATER THAT EVEN NG
The whole famly is out for ice creamafter the Matzah

Ballers' loss. They're sitting at a table, eating their ice
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cream Sasha's shirt is covered in blood. He | ooks |ike he
was just in a horror novie.

ESTHER
Sasha, if | didn't know you were prone
to bl oody noses, | would think you

just fought Jake Paul. One of the best
games you've ever played.

SASHA
W | ost.

ESTHER
That doesn't nmatter.

Noah, depressed, eats his ice cream
MORGAN

You know, after 40, they say that
sugar just goes to your ass and face.

NOAH
Thanks Morgan. | really appreciate it.
Joanne is still engrossed in her phone, not touching her ice

cream Noah noti ces.

NOAH ( CONT' D)
Joanne, what'd you think of the gane?

JOANNE
It was great. You were great.

NOAH
What was the best part?

JOANNE
(drawi ng a bl ank)
Everyt hing, you were great.

NOAH
Did any of your other boyfriends play
sports?

JOANNE

Most guys play sports.

NOAH
Li ke professionally?
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Sasha i s

Mor gan' s

J OANNE
(chuckl es to herself)
My 6th grade boyfriend went on to play
in the PGA Tour; we're still friends
on Facebook.

secretly texting sonmeone on his phone.

NOAH
(lying, to Joanne)
Can | borrow your phone for a sec? |
think I left mne in the car.

JOANNE
Wiy do you need it? We'll be in the
car in five m nutes.

phone buzzes.

MORGAN
(to Sasha)
Wiy are you texting ne, I'mright
her e!

NOAH
(to Joanne)
| just have a really specific question
about the bottom of the ocean | need
to Google, right now Can | just see
it for a second?

JOANNE
(to Noah)
You want to | ook through my phone?
NOAH
(to Joanne)
No, no, no. | can't believe you would

think that low of ne. That's not at
all the case.

SASHA
(rmout hing to Morgan)
Do you still have Gronk's phone
nunber ?

J QANNE
(to Noah)
You don't trust ne.
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MORGAN
(rmout hi ng to Sasha)
What ?
NOAH
(to Joanne)
| trust you conpletely, | just have an

urgent question about the Titan
subnersible, and | have to ook it up
now. Ri ght now.

They stare at each other in a standstill. A beat. Mrgan
noti ces the silence and grabs her keys out of her pocket.

MORGAN
Noah, my parking is about to expire in
two m nutes, can you pull the car
around? Thanks.

She drops the keys in his hand. A beat. He |ooks at her for a
nmonment and then gets up and storns off.

MORGAN ( CONT' D)
My parking actually expired 30 m nutes

ago.
SASHA
(to Morgan)
Do you still have his phone nunber?
JOANNE
Who' s phone nunber ?
- MORGAN
(l'ying)
My wax guy.
ESTHER
Sasha, you're getting waxxed? Were?
MORGAN
Brazilian.
JOANNE
Wiy are you getting waxxed?
SASHA
|"mjust... areally hairy guy.

Noah pulls the car up to them
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NOAH
Mor gan, should | ask why you have 50
bottl es of booze in your trunk?

EXT. JOANNE' S APARTMENT - NEXT DAY

Joanne's phone is ringing. Her car is packed with decor. She
has the seat noved back with a giant inflatable balloon in
the front. The phone continues to ring. Joanne answers it.

J OQANNE
Hel | 0?

| NTERCUT W TH:
| NT. BINA"S HOUSE - SAME Tl ME
Bina is on the other Iline.

Bl NA
Hel | o, Joanne.

JOANNE
(out of breath)
What's...uh... Wat's up?

Joanne noves the boxes out of her car.

Bl NA
Just wanted to let you know that it's
done.

JOANNE
What' s done?

Bl NA
The party, it's done.

JOANNE
|"m|lost here, Bina. Catch nme up to
speed.

Bl NA

The decorators have just left, it
| ooks marvel ous.

W see a wide shot of the house, fully decorated with baby
phot os of Noah, sone blown up larger than life.

JOANNE
No, no. | just bought decorations, |
( MORE)
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JOANNE ( CONT' D)
was going to come over tonorrow to put
t hem up.

Joanne is breathless, with her boxes of paper plates and
streaners.

Bl NA
Well, | figured since you were busy...
Career wonman and al | ..

JOANNE
Ckay, do not do another thing, please
just leave it as it is.

EXT. BINA'S HOUSE - A LITTLE WH LE LATER
Joanne knocks on the door. Esther opens it.

JOANNE
Wiere's Bina, why're you here?

ESTHER
Don't be nad at ne, because you
probably will be. She is very
persuasive, and | did help.

Est her opens the door, revealing the decor. Joanne gasps.

JOANNE
Ch ny God, what did she do?

I NT. BINA'S HOUSE - CONTI NUOUS

Joanne wal ks in the house. Bina approaches her with open
arns. The decor is photoshopped pictures of Noah, blown up to
extreme proportions, making the house resenble a horror novie
rather than a party.

Bl NA
Isn't it wonderful ? Just what |
i magi ned.
JOANNE
| don't know what to say. | have a

whol e car of decorations, Bina.

Bl NA
We can use them for another birthday.
Maybe when you turn 40. | just went
online and found out how to phot oshop.
( MORE)
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Bl NA ( CONT' D)
And then | called Esther and it's
done.

ESTHER
(whi spering)
| am so sorry.

Bl NA
Isn't it adorable? | wanted to
cel ebrate every year of his 40 years

of life.
- JOANNE
(1ying)

Ww. | love it. You are a really good
mom Wbuld it be okay if | still put
up sone of the decor | bought?

Bl NA
You don't like it?

JOANNE
No, no. | love it. | just thought that

it could maybe be fun if we kept to
the theme that | sent out on the
invitations. People m ght be confused
ot herw se.

Bl NA
| think this is perfect, don't you,
Est her ?

ESTHER
... think that this will be a great
party that people will talk about for
years to cone. You both are so
creative and smart.

Esther tries to smle, she |looks |ike she's wincing in pain.
INT. BINA'S HOUSE - A LITTLE WHI LE LATER

Mor gan, Sasha, and Joanne are staring at the terrible decor.
There's a giant poster of Noah and Sasha as ki ds, where Sasha

has a nosebl eed.

MORGAN
It's not as terrible as | thought it
woul d be. It's worse.
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SASHA
(1 ooking at the poster)
Ch, cone on.

JQANNE
This is ny nightmare, actually ny
nightmare. | wanted to throw hima

menor abl e party, not this.

MORGAN
This'l| be nenorable alright.

SASHA
It's not that bad. It's the thought
t hat counts.

JOANNE
(getting upset)
Oh ny God. Oh ny Cod.

Joanne sets her phone on the table, unlocked.

MORGAN
Hey, we can fix this. Plus, once's
everyone's here and drunk, it won't
even nmatter.

A beat .

JOANNE
D d you see what she did to the
out side? This party is ruined.

Morgan fol |l ows Joanne outside. Sasha notices Joanne's
unl ocked phone.

EXT. BINA'S BACKYARD - CONTI NUOUS

Joanne and Morgan wal k outside. There are even bigger
phot oshopped pi ctures of Noah's baby pictures outside.

I NT. BINA'S HOUSE - SAME TI ME

Sasha sneakily takes Joanne's unl ocked phone. He clicks on
t he apps.

SASHA
(talking to hinself)
| nstagram .. Robert
G onkowski ...Direct Messages... Last
nmessage was in 2017..
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He begi ns typing.

SASHA ( CONT' D)
They're going to kill me. But the
party's already ruined. "Hey G onk,
long tine no see, this mght be
totally out of the blue, but I want to
see you. Cone tonight to 1777 Encino
Boul evard and 1'1l blow your world."
"Bl ow your worl d?" That's terrible.

Morgan and Joanne open the door fromthe backyard. He quickly
hits send, deletes Gonk's nane fromall her nessages, and
haphazardly places the phone back on the counter. He gives
thema toothy smle. Atrail of blood pours fromhis nose.

JOANNE
Sasha, you alright? You' ve got a
nosebl eed.

SASHA
Oh shit.

Sasha haphazardly grabs a paper towel and shoves it on his
nose.

I NT. CAR - FRI DAY NI GHT

Joanne and Noah get in her car, and Noah sits down, noticing
that the seat is pushed all the way back

NOAH
Who was sitting here?

JOANNE
The seat? | was running sone errands
earlier, had to make roomin the front
seat. Forgot to nove it back

NOAH
You didn't just put it in the trunk?
What were you getting?

JOANNE
| had a car full of groceries.

NCAH

(not believing her)
Ri ght, right.
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J OANNE
Why' re you | ooking at ne like that?

NOAH
"' mnot | ooking at you. Let's go.

A beat. Joanne buckles her seat belt and turns the car on,
pul I s out of the driveway.

JOANNE

You're a little quiet tonight.
NOAH

Busy week at work.

A beat .

JOANNE

Worried about turning 407?
NOAH

Nope. Nope.
JOANNE

kay.
NOAH

Wonder if you'll do all this when
Gronk turns 40.

She | ooks at him shocked.

J OANNE
G onk? You're mad about G onk?

NOAH
You seened a little secretive about
it, anything you want to share with
t he cl ass?

JOANNE
| don't have anything to share about
t hat .

NOAH

| thought you would, sounds |ike he
was the epic love of your life. Do you
pi cture his face when we have sex?

JOANNE
You're ridiculous. | don't even know
( MORE)

Created using Celtx



24.

JOANNE ( CONT' D)
hi m anynore, dinosaurs wal ked the
Earth when we dated! That is
ar chaeol ogi st-1 evel ancient history.
Who even told you about hinf

NOAH
Doesn't matter. What does matter is
that you didn't tell nme about him

JOANNE
VWhat's there to tell? W dated 10
years ago, he was a shitty boyfriend
like all ny other shitty boyfriends..
Oh ny god, is this about the jersey?

NOAH
Just seens |like it nmust be a really
special nenento for you. W could put
on display at a museum of all the guys
you' ve gotten with, we'd have to tel
tourists to allocate the whol e day
because there'd be so nuch to see.

| NT. BINA'S HOUSE - SAME TI ME
A few partygoers loiter the living room Sasha and Mdrrgan are

waiting for people to arrive. Sasha | ooks nervous, is tapping
his foot. Mrgan notices.

MORGAN
VWhat's wong with you?

SASHA
Not hi ng. Nothing. I'mfine. Just
exci ted.

MORGAN

Seens like it.
More peopl e flood through the front door, one of themis
ROBERT GRONKOWBKI . He scans the room seem ngly | ooking for
Joanne.

SASHA
Ch shit.

Morgan notices Gonk, glares at Sasha.
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MORGAN
(whi spers)
What the hell is he doing here?

SASHA
| invited him Just follow ny | ead.

Gronk approaches Mdrgan, arns extended for a hug.

GRONK
Morgan! It's been so | ong!

G onk hugs Mdrgan. She doesn't hug hi m back.
MORGAN

Gonk? It's been awhile. Wat're you
doi ng here?

GRONK
Your sister invited ne. Who's party is
this?

MORGAN

(compl etely confused)

Uh-

SASHA
| f you ask nme, | think she threw this

party for you. Very Gatsby of her.

GRONK
What ' s Gat sby?

SASHA
Never mnd. Wiile | have you here,
woul d you m nd taking a quick picture
for a business Joanne is involved in?
It'd nmean a ot to her.

GRONK
| guess, is she here? | really need to
talk to her.

SASHA
Oh yeah, she'll be here in a mnute.
Do you know any Ti kTok dances per
chance?

MORGAN

Gronk, can me and himhave a mnute to
tal k? Great seeing you, by the way.
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Morgan pulls Sasha off to the side, out of Gonk's earshot.
Gonk loiters in the background.

MORGAN ( CONT' D)
What the hell are you doi ng?

SASHA
"' msaving ny dad's conpany. W get
Gronk to be in a few pronotiona

vi deos, few pictures, it'll go viral
which is great exposure for the
busi ness.

MORGAN

Ckay, and what happens when Joanne
shows up here and her ex-boyfriend is
at her current boyfriend s birthday
party? God, Sasha, did you think about
any of this at all?

SASHA
Ckay, | know it | ooks bad, but | have
a plan. He's not going to be here when
they arrive. 1'mgoing to get himon
our socials, and then I'Il tell him
Joanne has the flu and isn't com ng.
Besi des, we still have an hour until
t hey get here. ..

MORGAN
VWhere's G onk?

They scan the crowds of people, Gonk is nowhere to be found.

MORGAN ( CONT' D)
Great, you |ost G onk.

| NT. CAR - SAME TI ME
Noah and Joanne are still driving, arguing.

J OANNE
And let's face it, your nother hates
me! She probably wants you to marry
sone petite wonman who | ooks exactly
like her in a Sigmund Freud creepy
way!

NOAH
And you probably want to marry G onk!
I nstead you're stuck with a rabbi. |
( MORE)
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NQAH ( CONT' D)
see howit is.

I NT. BINA'S HOUSE - SAME TI ME

Morgan and Sasha wal k through the house. They can't find
G onk.

SASHA
W'll find him it's not that big of a
house. And then we'll get himout of

here.

Morgan opens her Find My Friends App. It shows Joanne's
| ocation is a bl ock away.

MORGAN
They' re al nost here. Fuck, Sasha, you
need to find himand get himout of
here. You have two m nutes.
Morgan storns off. Sasha | ooks |ike he's been shot.
EXT. BINA'S DRI VEVWAY - CONTI NUOUS

Noah and Joanne exit the car, slanm ng the doors.

JOANNE
(shouti ng)
So now you're slut sham ng ne?!
NOAH
| wasn't slut shaming you, | was

sinply saying you' ve been with a
nunber of people, and I'm.. what...
anot her nunber of all of those people?
Soneday we can tell our kids about how
Mom got around half of Los Angel es-

They slowly walk to the front door, arguing. Noah is so
consuned in his anger he doesn't process where he is or why
they are there.

J OANNE
You know what, you do this whole "I'm
a rabbi, I'mso wise, I'mso perfect”

shtick, and in reality, your head's so
far up your own ass-

NOAH

Oh ny m stake, why don't you go cal
( MORE)

Created using Celtx



28.

NQAH ( CONT' D)
G onk and tell himwhat an asshol e |
am |'msure he'd love to hear from
you-

JOANNE
| am never going to see him again!-

Noah opens the front door, and the entire surprise party pops
out at him including Robert G onkowski, who is in the very
back.

GRONK
Who's party is this anyway?

Bot h Noah and Joanne | ook |ike they're going to shit their
pants.

| NT. NOAH S CHI LDHOOD BEDROOM - MOVENTS LATER
Noah and Joanne storminto the room and Noah sl ans the door.

NOAH
Wiy the fuck is he here? Joanne, is
this sonme psychotic schenme to get back
with this guy you' ve been pining for
all these years?

JOANNE
Noah, | have no idea why he is here. |
did not invite him | would never in a
mllion years invite himanywhere, and
especially to your birthday that |
pl anned for you of all things! You
have to believe ne!

Bi na opens the door, cracks her head through.

Bl NA
Hell o, we are about to cut the cake.
NOAH
Mom we're fighting, just give us a
m nut e.
Bl NA

W' ve al ready brought the cake out of
the fridge, we can't put it back in
the fridge.
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JOANNE
Just put back in the fridge. Also, I'm
ready to be honest- the decorations
you put up |l ook psychotic. W should
have put "Silence of the Lanbs" on the
invitations.

Bi na storns out, slammng the door. She pokes her head back
in.

Bl NA
Who's the strange man in the living
roonf

NOAH

Mom get out, get out, get out.

JOANNE
| f anyone gets to stormoff, it's
gonna be ne.

Joanne wal ks of f.
EXT. BI NA'S BACKYARD - MOVENTS LATER

Joanne runs outside to cool off. She sits by the pool, head
in her hands, upset. She starts to cry. Gonk mlls about
outside, to the coolers. He grabs a drink, and spots Joanne.
He takes a second drink fromthe coolers. He sits next to
her, offering her a drink.

GRONK

Hey.
JOANNE

Rob, what are you doi ng here?
GRONK

Your nessage.
JOANNE

" mdrawi ng a bl ank here, buddy.
GRONK

You invited ne.
JOANNE

| didn't. | have no idea why you're

here right now, of all places.

haven't seen you since spring break

2017. | wouldn't invite you anywhere.
( MORE)
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JOANNE ( CONT' D)
| woul dn't even nmessage you if |
needed a ki dney and you were the only

mat ch. | cannot believe you' re here
ri ght now.

GRONK
Well, that's a little harsh. I'ma

little | ost, Joanne.

JOQANNE
You and me both. Lost on a | ot of
t hi ngs nowadays.

GRONK
| know I'mnot historically your
favorite person, Joanne. And even if
you didn't nmessage ne, | have to be
honest. | don't know who this party is
for, but as soon as | saw your nane
pop up on ny phone, | just felt in ny
heart | was supposed to cone here. You
don't get that many opportunities in
life to make things right. And | want
to make this right.

G onk takes Joanne's hands. She | ooks at him odd.

J OQANNE
VWhat ?

Noah wal ks outside at this nonent. He is far behi nd Joanne
and Gronk, but within earshot distance.

GRONK
This is so hard, |'ve thought about
this amllion tines, what | would say
if | ever saw you again... Joanne,
| osing you was the hardest thing |'ve
ever been through. 1'd be lying if |
said that | didn't think about you
every day, and w shing things were
different. I'min love with you,
Joanne. Al ways have been.

JOANNE
VWhat ?

GRONK
Me and you, let's get out of here.
Let's run away together. It's like The
( MORE)
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GRONK ( CONT' D)
Not ebook, you're the Allie to ny Noah.

At this noment, Joanne spots Noah.

JOANNE
Noah!
GRONK
| " m your Noah.
JOANNE
(she gestures to Noah)
No. Noah.

Noah runs up to G onk and socks himin the stonach

doesn't flinch. Noah shakes his hand off, in pain.

NOAH
What, do you have an iron stomach? GCh
ny god.

GRONK

Lots of people try that. Do you want
an aut ogr aph?

NOAH
(macho, ridicul ous)
| want you to get away fromny girl.

GRONK
Your girl? Step in line, brother.

They square up to each other.

NOAH
| was first in |ine.

JOANNE
This is ridiculous, the both of you.

GRONK
You really want to be with this guy,
Joanne? Unathletic, kind of short-

NCAH
l"m5"11-

GRONK
It's not 6 foot-
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NOAH
It's basically 6 feet.

GRONK
Bet he doesn't even play football -

NOAH
| bet you don't even play basketball.
|"ma reigning chanp of Southern
California. My driveway, ten m nutes.

GRONK
You really think you can wi n agai nst
nme?

NOAH

W thout a doubt.
EXT. BI NA'S DRI VEWAY- MOVENTS LATER

Bot h Noah and Gronk are dribbling their basketballs. The
whol e party has conme to watch

ESTHER
(to Joanne)

Is this like some mdlife crisis thing
he has goi ng on?

Sasha has his phone held up, ready to go live.

SASHA
This is going to be great for views.
How do | go live?

NOAH
You ready to go up against nme? I'll go
easy on you, buddy.

GRONK
You don't need to go easy on ne. ||
tell you what, |'m gonna use ny non
dom nant hand. |1'mgoing lefty.

Whoever wi ns, gets Joanne.

NOAH
Deal .

JOANNE
Am | an aucti on cow?

Gronk dribbles the ball, nakes the basket. Noah goes to nake
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the shot, it rebounds and hits himin the head. He falls over
on his ass. Gronk cheers.

SASHA
This is crazy for views, holy crap.
GRONK
It's a sign fromthe universe! | won!
Joanne! | won! G ve ne anot her shot!

Joanne rushes to Noah's aid. He's crouched on the ground,
hol di ng hi s head.

JOANNE
Gronk, you broke up with ne and |eft
nme at a gas station in Daytona. You
were the worst boyfriend anyone could

ever have. | never think of you, and
even when | do, | block you out.
SASHA

Wbah, this is crazy.

JOANNE
| want you to | eave, and | never want
to hear fromyou ever again.

SASHA
Ch shit, | forgot to hit record.

I NT. BINA'S KITCHEN - LATER THAT NI GHT

The house is trashed fromthe party. Joanne is cleaning up
gar bage when Noah wal ks in the room

NOAH
Hey.
JOANNE
Hey.
NOAH
So. I'msorry about tonight. You did a

really nice thing for me, and | blew
this all out of proportion and ruined
the party.

Joanne takes a breath and continues w ping the counters,
clearly upset.
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NOAH ( CONT' D)
VWhat can | do? To fix this?

JOANNE
Well, you can start by believing that
| had nothing to do with him being

her e.
NOAH
| believe you.
A beat .
JOANNE
|"msorry that | |ied about the

jersey. That wasn't the right thing to
do. But you al so have to understand
where I'mcomng from It wasn't that

| mssed himor anything, or that |
was worried you would be jealous, it
was nostly it's just a | ot of bad
menories for me. | didn't want to open
that Pandora's box. | don't know why |
kept the jersey; | think it just

rem nds nme of how far |'ve cone. But
if you think for one second that |
woul d rather be with himthan you, or
that you're a consol ation prize, then
you're an idiot, because | |ove you.

NOAH
| know.

They hug. Morgan, Esther, and Sasha wal k back in the room
wth trash bags, cleaning up cups.

MORGAN
Sasha has sonething to confess.

Sasha | ooks put on the spot. They all stare at him

SASHA
| invited Gonk here, tonight.

Noah and Joanne | ook shocked.

NOAH
You did what?
SASHA
Dad says the business is going under,
( MORE)
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SASHA ( CONT' D)
and | needed a spokesperson for our
soci al nedi a.

JOANNE
How did you get in touch with hinf

SASHA
Your phone was unl ocked, and |
messaged him

Joanne breaks away fromthe hug with Noah, storns toward
Sasha.

JOANNE
What ?!
SASHA
l"mso sorry. | was out of |ine.
ESTHER
Way the hell would you do that? | know
Tom Br ady.
SASHA

Si nce when do you know Tom Brady?

ESTHER
He's nmy cousin. Second cousin.

Joanne | ooks furious, until her anger shifts to | aughter.
She's hysterical.

JOANNE
Noah and | are on the verge of
breaki ng up, because you wanted to
make Ti kToks. That's insane.

Joanne just about dies of |aughter.

MORGAN
You're not mad at hinfP
JOANNE
Oh, | have a way he can nmake it up to

ne.
I NT. WAXI NG PLACE - NEXT DAY

Sasha is laying on the waxing chair, ready to get his
Brazilian wax. The waxxi ng specialist holds the hot wax and
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stick, ready to apply it. Noah, Joanne, Morgan, and Sasha al
wat ch.

SASHA
So, does this hurt at all?

The waxxer applies the wax and the paper.

WAXXI NG SPECI ALI ST
Quite a party you' ve got here.

SASHA
Scal e of 1-10, how bad is this going
to hurt?
The waxxer pulls the strip, Sasha screans in agony.

SASHA ( CONT' D)
100!

FADE QOUT:
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