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The New Beginning

& The Bible so far has been a tale of man’s repeated

failures, disobedience, corruption, and wickedness.
God in His great love, mercy, and grace, had
provided for man and delayed judgement that they
would have a chance to return to Him and be
saved. Yet, countless generations went to the grave
rejecting God’s grace in favor of worshipping man-

/«i » made idols of non-existent gods. The world of men
was steeped in sin.

The Lord, however, was faithful to His desire to
save man and restore them to the fellowship Adam
and Eve had briefly known when they walked in
Eden with Him. God had promised a Redeemer
would come from the seed of the woman, Eve.
Because God is holy, righteous, and faithful, He
would fulfill the promise by preserving a remnant
of Eve’s descendants even as He sent the waters of
the Great Flood to wipe mankind from the Earth.
Through Noah and his family, the line of the

Redeemer whom God purposed lived on.




The New Beginning

¢ In Genesis 10, we read that God had once again
required that His image (man) multiply and fill
the earth, expanding His Kingdom to all corners
of the world. Yet, men quickly fell back into sin,
disobedience, and rebellion against God and
His purposes.

,ﬂi | Nevertheless, God’s grace and His redemptive
plan remained. As we move into Genesis 12, the

details of God’s plan to use the seed of the
woman (Eve) in His Kingdom plan begin to
emerge. God would call Abram (who would
become Abraham) to become the patriarch of
the specific nation that would serve and
facilitate this redemption plan. Through Abram,
all mankind would have the hope of salvation.
He would become the model of faith which
allows God to impart righteousness and
forgiveness.




The Key Figures

ABRAM

Son of Terah. Husband of Sarai. Uncle of Lot.
Would become Abraham. Living in Ur, the land
of the Chaldeans (descendants of Shem). This
city was known for idolatry and worship of the
moon god Nannar. The man who would be the
patriarch of Israel spent the first 75 years of his
life in a pagan culture, yet God still chose
Abram to become the model of faithful
obedience for all generations to come. As we
learned in our previous lesson, one’s origins
need not condemn them. Christ’s eternal
kingdom will include the faithful and redeemed
from all nations and people groups.

Like Sarai and Lot, Abram’s walk with God
would not be perfect. The difference is that
Abram, in his heart, was faithful to believe God,
repent of his mistakes, and walk in trust and
obedience to all God commanded. Because he
believed God, the Lord was able to impart
righteousness to Abram, which is the model of
how we are made righteous now by faith in
Christ the Lord.

SARAI

Half-sister and wife of Abram. She is the
one chosen by God to bear Abram’s
covenant son, Isaac. Her walk with God
would not be without missteps. Her story
will illustrate the necessity faith, patience,
trust, and obedience as part of our
relationship with God.

When God purposes us for a particular
ministry (when we feel His call), it is
important that we remember God’s

purposes must be fulfilled in HIS WAY,

according to HIS TIIMING by HIS

METHOD. Too often, we sense the call of

God, but when events don’t unfold as we

anticipate, when the results aren’t what we
expect, when things just don’'t seem to be
happening, we are tempted to take
matters into our own hands. If we are
going to serve God, we have to trust Him
and do it on God’s terms.

LOT

If Abram is our model of a man who walks
in obedience to God with his eyes on the
Lord, Lot’s story is a warning of how the

things of this world can distract us from
the path of fellowship with the Lord.

At all times in Lot’s story, his choices are
dictated by lust and desires for things of
this world. Once he establishes himself in
worldly ways, he is unable to break from
them and return to God. The result is
repeated disaster, culminating with the
loss of his family (save for two unmarried
daughters) in the destruction of Sodom
and Gomorrah. Lot would even become
the patriarch of the Ammonites and the
Moabites, who would persecute Israel. It
is only Abram’s love and intercession with
God that repeatedly saves Lot’s life.



Lesson One: Trusting God. When God calls on us to move, we
must do so without hesitation, trusting in His provision and
purposes wherever He leads us.

The LORD had said to Abram, “Go from your country, your people and your father’s household to the
land | will show you. 2“| will make you into a great nation, and | will bless you; | will make your name
great, and you will be a blessing.? | will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you | will
curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you.”

4 So Abram went, as the LORD had told him; and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five years
old when he set out from Harran. ® He took his wife Sarai, his nephew Lot, all the possessions they
had accumulated and the people they had acquired in Harran, and they set out for the land of
Canaan, and they arrived there.

6 Abram traveled through the land as far as the site of the great tree of Moreh at Shechem. At that
time the Canaanites were in the land. 7 The LORD appeared to Abram and said, “To your offspring!! |
will give this land.” So he built an altar there to the LORD, who had appeared to him.8 From there he
went on toward the hills east of Bethel and pitched his tent, with Bethel on the west and Ai on the
east. There he built an altar to the LORD and called on the name of the LORD. ? Then Abram set out
and continued toward the Negev. (Genesis 12:1-9)
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