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I Believe in Truth, Democracy and the Rule of Law. I Believe in a Lot of Other Things As Well, But After
the Past Four Years, These Seem Most Important Now.

I Believe Truth Isn’t Always Easy to Find, Or to Face. I Believe That, As Human Beings, We Tend to
Believe What We Want to Believe, Because That’s Easier, More Soothing and Convenient. But I Believe,
As the Late Senator Daniel Patrick Moynihan (D-NY) Said, Everyone Is Entitled to Their Own Opinions,
But Not to Their Own Facts. 1 Believe That If You Don’t Change Your Views As You Learn New Facts,
Then Many of the Facts You Believe Probably Aren’t Facts.

I Believe Donald Trump is an Enemy of Truth. I Believe He’s a Con Man, a Pathological Liar — Now
the Most Prodigiously Documented Liar in American History, If Not the History of the World. Believe
He Doesn’t Care About, and May Not Even Fully Comprehend, the Difference Between Truth and Lies,
Between Honesty and Mendacity. I Believe He Has Always Said What He Wants to Believe, What He
Wants Others to Believe, and What He Thinks He Can Get Away With, and Always Will.

I Believe That, As President, Trump Was a Danger to Democracy and the Rule of Law, Precisely Because
He Was a Danger to Truth. But I Believe His Lies Weren’t Necessarily the Most Damaging Ones to Our
Country. Equally Harmful, If Not More So, Were the Lies That Allowed Him to Flourish — Not Just
Others’ Repetition of His Lies, But Also Lies That Many Told Themselves and Others to Justify Not



Contradicting Him — That You Can’t Take Him Literally, That You Need to Look At What He Does or
That His Policies Justified It All.

I Believe Many People Didn’t Know Any Better Than to Believe Trump’s Lies, and Still Don’t. But I
Believe That the Ignorance, Intellectual Indolence or Hatred of Those Who Don’t Know Better Can’t
Excuse the Failures of Those Who Do, Who Could Have Said Something But Didn’t Because They Felt It
Too Inconvenient, Unpleasant or Politically Perilous to Do So. I Believe It's Good, and I'm Grateful, That
Some Who Were Politically Aligned With Him Are Speaking Out Against Him Now. But I Believe the
Country Could Have Been Saved Great Anguish Had They Done So Before.

At One Time, I Believed, Because I Wanted To Believe, That Trump Could Be a Good President, Or At
Least a Passable One. I Wanted To Believe That, Because I Believed in Many of the Policies He, His Party
and His Administration Have Professed to Believe In. I Still Believe in Many of These Policies, Even
Though Trump’s Incompetence and Perfidy Have Discredited Them. And I Believed That Those Who
rise to the Great Office of the Presidency Often Rise to the Occasion, Out of Appreciation of Something
Greater Than Themselves, and That Trump Would Do the Same.

I Believe I Was Wrong. 1 Believe That Not Because I Want To, But Because the Facts — Mostly, Trump’s
Own Words and Actions — Showed Otherwise. As Time Went On, I Came To Believe Trump Was a
Terrible President, and Could Never Become a Good One, and That, Indeed, He Was Far Worse Than
Many of His Critics, Whom I Had Disagreed with, Had Made Him Out to Be.

I Came To Believe Trump Was Mentally, Psychologically and Morally Unfit For the High Office He Held
and, Indeed, Any Position of Public (or Even Private) Trust. I Came to Believe He Will Go Down in



History As the Worst President America Ever Had. 1 Came To Believe That His Pathologies Fostered
Division and Hatred, and Potentially Violence, and Rendered Him Incapable of Achieving Persuasion
and Consensus, and Therefore Incapable of Successful Governance.

And I Came To Believe He Was a Grave Threat to Democracy and the Rule of Law, and that He Cared
about Neither.

I Believe Trump’s Conduct During the Past 78 Days Alone Has Proved These Views Correct, and It
Makes Me Deeply Sad. I Believe His Deceitful Attacks on the Election Results, and By Extension on the
Constitution He Swore to Uphold, Were the Metastasis of His Moral Deficiencies and Psychological
Disorders. As For the Insurrection He Incited, I Believe It Never Should Have Come to That, But Thanks
to Trump (and His Enablers), It Was always Going to Come to That.

I Believe There is Hope For the Country, Because I Believe Truth Wins Out in the End. I Believe It’s
Already Starting To. I Believe Many Who Supported Trump Are Beginning to See Their Mistakes, and
That His Influence Will Wane As He fades Into History As a Pariah.

I Believe That, Even Though We May Disagree, Strongly, About Policy Issues of the Day, There is More
That Should Unite Us Than Divide Us: Belief in Democracy, the Rule of Law, Freedom of Speech and
Religion, Equality Under the Law and So Many Other Things. I Believe That If We Always Remember
That, Our Democracy Will Survive.



I Believe President-Elect Joe Biden Understands That, and Will Act Accordingly. And Although Four
Short Years Ago, I Could Have Never Imagined Myself Saying So, and Even Though I Will Disagree
with Many Policies He May Enact, I Believe That, For This Simple Reason, He Will Serve America Well.

I Believe We Should Pray For Our New President, and Pray For Our Country.



