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Former President Donald Trump’s 92-Minute Speech Accepting The Republican 
Presidential Nomination On The Final Night Of His Party’s National Convention 

Rambled, Often Incoherently, Through A Hit Parade Of His Favorite Falsehoods, Many Of 
Them Ad-Libbed Instead Of Drawn From His Prepared Remarks.  Here Are 34 Claims 

That Caught Our Attention, In The Order In Which He Made Them.  As Is Our Practice, 
We Do Not Award Pinocchios For A Roundup Of Statements Made During Convention 

Events.

“The Biggest Tax Cuts Ever.”  (False: Trump’s 2017 Tax Cut Was The 8th Largest In The Past 
100 Years.  



“The Biggest Regulation Cuts Ever.”  (No, Experts Credit The Deregulation Of The Airline, 
Rail And Trucking Industries During The Carter Administration. 

“They [Democrats] Used COVID To Cheat [In The Election] And [We’re Never Going To Let It 
Happen Again.”  (No Fraud Was Ever Proven.)

“Now Iran Is Very Close To Having A Nuclear Weapon, Which Never Would Have Happened.”  
(Trump Pulled Out Of A Deal That Was Designed To Prevent That From Happening.)

“We Had The Greatest Economy In The History Of The World.”  (False, By Any Measure.)

“Under This Administration, Groceries Are Up 57 Percent, Gasoline Is Up 60 And 70 Percent.  
Mortgage Rates Have Quadrupled.”  (All Of These Numbers Are Exaggerated.)

“We Have More Liquid Gold Under Our Feet Than Any Other Country By Far.”  (False.  The 
U.S. Ranks 10th In Proven Reserves.)

“I Got Rid Of NAFTA, The Worst Trade Deal Ever Made.”  (USMCA Was A Modest Updating 
Of The North America Free Trade Agreement.



“We Defeated 100 Percent Of ISIS In Syria And Iraq, Something That Was Said To Take Five 
Years.  ‘Sir, It Will Take Five Years, Sir.’  We Did It In A Matter Of A Couple Of Months.”  (It 

Took Two Years — And “100 Percent Is Not Right Either.)

“When We Handed Over A Stock Market That Was Substantially Higher Than 
Just Prior To COVID Coming In, Did A Great Job, Never Got Credit For That.”

Trump As President Frequently Touted The Rise Of Stock Prices During His Presidency.  
The S&P Index Gained About 70 Percent During His First Term.  But It Has Gone Up 50 

Percent Under Biden.  Moreover, The Record Under Barack Obama Beat Both Men.

“The Biggest Tax Cuts Ever.”

This Is One Of Trump’s Favorite Falsehoods.  Trump’s Tax Cut Amounted To Nearly 0.9 
Percent Of The Gross Domestic Product, Meaning It Was Far Smaller Than President 

Ronald Reagan’s Tax Cut In 1981, Which Was 2.89 Percent Of GDP.

Trump’s Tax Cut Is The Eighth-Largest Tax Cut In The Past Century — And Even Smaller 



Than Two Tax Cuts Passed Under Barack Obama.  Trump’s Tax Cut Was Heavily Tilted 
Toward The Wealthy And Corporations.

“The Biggest Regulation Cuts Ever.”

Trump’s Claim Of The Most Or Biggest Regulation Cuts Cannot Be Easily Verified And 
Appears To Be False.  There Is No Reliable Metric On Which To Judge This Claim — Or To 

Compare Him With Previous Presidents.  Many Experts Say The Most Significant 
Regulatory Changes In U.S. History Were The Deregulation Of The Airline, Rail And 

Trucking Industries During The Carter Administration, Which Are Estimated To Provide 
Consumers With $70 Billion In Annual Benefits.  A Detailed November 2020 Report By 

The Penn Program On Regulation Concluded That “Without Exception, Each Major Claim 
We Have Uncovered By The President Or Other White House Official About Regulation 
Turns Out To Be Exaggerated, Misleading, Or Downright Untrue.”  The Report Said That 
The Trump Administration Had NOT Reduced The Overall Number Of Pages From The 

Regulatory Code Book And That It Completed Far More Regulatory Actions Than 
Deregulatory Ones Once The Full Data Set Was Examined.



‘“Right To Try’ Was A Big Deal.  We Got Right To Try.  They Were Trying To 
Get That For 52 Years.

Right To Try Wasn’t A Protracted Battle — The Idea Emerged In 2013.  (Trump Often 
Falsely Claims It Was A 45-Year Or 50-Year Battle, Or As He Did Here, 52 Years.)  The 

Initiative Allowed For The Use Of Experimental Drugs, Not Approved By The Food And 
Drug Administration (FDA), As A Last Resort For Those Unable To Participate In Clinical 
Testing Who Have Also Exhausted All Other Treatment Options.  The FDA Had Already 

Approved 99 Percent Of Requests For Access To Unapproved Drugs, But Supporters 
Thought These Policies Too Restrictive.

“We Have An Inflation Crisis That Is Making Life Unaffordable, Ravaging The 
Incomes Of Working And Low-Income Families, And Crushing, Just Simply 

Crushing, Our People Like Never Before.  

The Monthly Inflation Headlines Are Often About The Year-Over-Year Inflation Rate, As 
Measured By Changes In The Consumer Price Index.  Inflation Reached A High Of 9 

Percent In June 2022.  Annualized Inflation Has Dropped Significantly Since Then.  The 
Year-Over-Year Figure In June Was 3.0 Percent.  



Inflation Initially Spiked Because Of Pandemic-Related-Shocks — Increased Consumer 
Demand As The Pandemic Eased And An Inability To Meet This Demand Because Of 

Supply Chain Issues, As Companies Had Reduced Production When Consumers 
Hunkered Down During The Pandemic.  Indeed, Inflation Rose Around The World — 

With Many Peer Countries Doing Worse Than The United States — Because Of 
Pandemic-Related Shocks That Rippled Across The Globe.

Wage Growth Lagged Inflation Initially In Biden’s Term, But It Has Since Caught Up.  
Wages Have Risen 19.4 Percent, Compared To Cumulative Inflation Of 19.2 Percent.  

That’s Basically Treading Water, But It’s Not As Dire As Trump Claims.

“I Will End The Devastating Inflation Crisis Immediately, Bring Down Interest 
Rates, And Lower The Cost Of Energy.  We Will Drill, Baby, Drill.”

Trump Has Proposed A Number Of The Policies That Economists Consider To Be 
Inflationary, Such As A Proposal For Across-The-Board Tariffs.  (Trump Has Thrown Out 

A Figure Of 10 Percent, But His Staff Has Said The Actual Number Has Not Yet Been 
Determined.)  Trump Has Also Suggested He Would Impose A 60 Percent Tariff On All 
Chinese Goods.  While Trump Frequently Claims Tariffs Are Paid By Countries, That’s 



Wrong; The Cost Of The Tariffs Generally Are Passed Onto To Consumers, So It Is A Form 
Of Tax.

The Federal Reserve Sets Interest Rates And Biden Has Respected Its Independence, Even 
As It Kept Interest Rates High To Keep Inflation In Check.  Cutting Interest Rates Too 

Rapidly Could Spark Inflation.

The Wall Street Journal, In Its Quarterly Survey Of Forecasters This Month, Reported 
“Most Economists Believe Inflation, Deficits And Interest Rates Would Be Higher During A 

Second Trump Administration Than If Biden Remains In The White House.”

It also Defies Economic Logic To Claim That Higher Oil Production Will Bring Prices 
Down.  Domestic Oil Production And Natural Gas Production Are Already At Record 

Highs Under Biden.

“By Doing That, We Will Lead A Large-Scale Decline In Prices.  Prices Will Start 
To Come Down.  Energy Raised It.”

Continuing This Theme, Trump Jumps The Shark To Claim The Solution To Inflation Is To 
Expand Domestic Oil Production.  Energy Costs Are Volatile, And So Many Economists To 



Focus On What Is Known As “Core Inflation” — The Price Of Core Goods And Services 
Excluding Energy And Food.  That’s Because Energy, Like Food, Is A Staple, And Demand 
Doesn’t Change Much No Matter The Price.  People Generally Need To Keep Driving Cars 

And Eating Food.  Oil And Gas, Along With Some Food Products Like Pork, Are Also 
Commodities And Trade On Exchanges, Making Prices Subject To Speculation Depending 
On Weather, Wars And Other Unforeseen Events.  Egg Prices, In Fact, Spiked As Much As 

230 Percent In January 2023 Because Of The Bird Flu.

 
“We’ll Start Paying Off Debt And Start Lowering Taxes Even Further.”

Trump Often Has Magical Thinking About The National Debt.  When He First Ran For 
President, Trump Confidently Claimed That He Could Eliminate The National Debt — 
Then $19 Trillion — In Just Eight Years Through Better Trade Deals.  We Gave Him Four 
Pinocchios.  He Walked Back The Pledge, Saying He Would Reduce A Percentage Of The 
Debt.  That Didn’t Happen.  Instead, Under Trump, The Debt Climbed To $27.8 Trillion 

From Not Quite $20 Trillion, A Gain Of $7.9 Trillion.  (More Than Half Of The Debt 
Under Trump Came In The Last 10 Months Of His Term Because Of The Pandemic.)

Running Again For President, Trump Now Claims The Debt Would Be Reduced By 



Money Generated By Oil And Natural Gas Reserves In The Ground.  But Most Of The 
Money Generated Is Earned By Oil Producers, Not The federal Government.  The Federal 
Government Might Own Some Of The Land And Earn Leasing Fees.  Such Fees On U.S. 

Federal Lands, Federal Waters And Native American Lands Amounted To About $20 
Billion In Fiscal 2022, According To CRFB.  The Government Also Earns Fees From Taxes 
On Sales, With A Substantial Portion Already Dedicated To Transportation Projects.  All 

Told, The Federal Government Earns About $100 Billion A Year From Fees And Taxes On 
Fossil, According To A 2022 Report From Resources For The Future, A Nonprofit Research 

Group.

The United States Had A Budget Deficit Almost Four Times As High — $383 Billion — 
Just In The First Two Months Of Fiscal 2024 (Which Began Oct. 1), Showing The Folly Of 

Trump’s Logic.

“People Don’t Realize I Brought Taxes Way Down, Way, Way, Down.  And Yet 
We Took In More Revenues The Following Year Than We Did When The Tax Rate 

Was Much Higher.”

This Is Poppycock.  Before The Pandemic, Government Revenue Under Trump Was



Always Supposed To Go Up Year After Year, Despite The Tax Cut.  That’s Because The Tax 
Cut Merely Slowed The Growth Of Revenue; It Did Not Reduce It.  As Predicted By 

Congressional Budget Analysts, Revenue Went Way Down From What Had Been 
Anticipated Before Congress Approved Trump’s Tax Cut, Which (Along With Higher 

Spending) Was The Reason The Federal Budget Deficit Soared Despite A Good Economy 
— When Ordinarily That Would Mean A Reduced Budget Deficit.

“I Will End Every Single International Crisis That The Current Administration 
Has Created, Including The Horrible War With Russia And Ukraine, Which 

Never Would Have Happened If I Was President And The War Caused By The 
Attack On Israel, Which Would Have Never Happened If I Was President.”

[Ed. Note: Okaaay, DONALD!]

There Is No Evidence That The Invasion Of Ukraine Or The Hamas Attack On Israel 
Would Not Have Happened If Trump Had Been President.  

IN FACT, BEFORE RUSSIA’S INVASION OF UKRAINE IN FEBRUARY 2022, 
TRUMP CALLED RUSSIAN PRESIDENT VLADIMIR PUTIN A “A GENIUS” 

AND “VERY SAVVY” FOR ADVANCING ON UKRAINE.



“You Got To Say, That’s Pretty Savvy,” TRUMP Said On A Conservative Talk Radio Show 
Of Putin’s To Declare Certain Breakaway Regions In Ukraine As Independent.  “And You 
Know What The Response Was From Biden?  There Was No Response.  They Didn’t Have 

One For That.  No, It’s Very Sad.  Very Sad.”  “This Is Genius,” Trump Said.  “Putin 
Declares A Big Portion Of Ukraine … Putin Declares It As Independent.  Oh, That’s 

Wonderful.”

Trump, In His Speech, Suggested That Iran Funded The Attack By Hamas But A Link Has 
Not Been Established.

“They Were Ready To Make A Deal.  Iran Was Going To Make A Deal With Us.”

There Is No Evidence This Is The Case.  Trump Has Sometimes Claimed That Iran 
Personally Warned Him They Would Attack A U.S. Base And Deliberately Miss It.  In 
Reality, A Vague Warning Without A Target Was Given To The Iraqi President — And 

Most Of The Missiles Hit The Base.  No One Was Killed, But That Was More A Result Of A 
Well-Planned Evacuation That Iranian Targeting.  Despite No Fatalities, Many Soldiers 

Suffered Serious Brain Injuries.



“They [Democrats] Used COVID To Cheat [In The Election] And [We’re] Never 
Going To Let It Happen Again.”

More Than Sixty Lawsuits Were Filed Over The 2020 Election, But NOT A Single Court 
Identified Fraud.

“Now Iran Is Very Close To Having A Nuclear Weapon, Which Would Have 
Never Happened.”

Trump Pulled Out Of An International Nuclear Agreement Restraining Iran’s Nuclear 
Ambitions That Had Been Negotiated Over Many Years.  European Allies Rejected 

Trump’s Efforts To Dismantle The Deal And Iran Ramped Up Its Nuclear Efforts.  Biden 
Tried To Resurrect The Deal, But Could Not Bring Iran Back To The Negotiating Table.

“Just A Few Short Years Ago Under My Presidency, We Had The Most Secure 
Border [In The History Of Our Country].”

Annual Apprehensions At The Southwest Border Totaled 310,531 In Fiscal Year 2017, 



Which Included Part Of The Obama Administration, And That Was The Lowest Since 
1971.  But Then The Numbers Spiked In Trump’s Term, Reaching 859,501 In Fiscal 

Year 2019, The Highest Since 2009.  Apprehensions Plunged In April 2020 Because Of 
Lockdowns At The Start Of The Pandemic.

“We Had The Greatest Economy In The History Of The World.”

One Of Trump’s Favorite Falsehoods Is That He Created The Greatest Economy In U.S. 
History, But He Amps It Here To Encompass The Whole World.  That’s Ridiculous.

Before The Coronavirus Pandemic Shuttered Businesses And Sent Unemployment 
Soaring, The President Could Certainly Brag About The State Of The Economy In His First 

Three Years As President.  But He Ran Into Trouble When He Made A Play For The 
History Books To Say It Was The Best Economy Ever.

By Just About Any Important Measure, The Economy Under Trump Did NOT Do As Well 
As It Did Under Presidents Harry S Truman, Lyndon B Johnson And Bill Clinton.  The 

Gross Domestic Product Grew At An Annual Rate Of 2.3 Percent In 2019, Slipping From 
2.9 Percent In 2018 And 2.4 Percent In 2017.  But In 1997, 1998 And 1999, GDP Grew 4.5 



Percent, 4.5 Percent And 4.7 Percent, Respectively.  Yet Even That Period Paled In 
Comparison With The 1950s And 1960s.  Growth Between 1962 And 1966 Ranged From 4.4 
Percent To 6.6 Percent.  In Postwar 1950 And 1951, It Was 8.7 And 8 Percent, Respectively.

The Unemployment Rate Reached A Low Of 3.5 Percent Under Trump, But For Several 
Months In 2023, The Unemployment Rate Under Biden Fell As Low As 3.4 Percent.  The 

Unemployment Rate Dipped As Low As 2.5 Percent In 1953.

“We Had No Inflation.”

There Was Inflation Under Trump — About 1.9 Percent A Year.  That Was Pretty Good But 
It Was 1.4 Percent A Year Under Obama.

“We’ve Suffered The Worst Inflation We’ve Ever Had.”

Inflation Under Biden Has Been The Highest In Four Decades, But 9 Percent Is Not The 
Worst In History.  It Was 18 Percent In 1946, More Than 12 Percent In 1974, More Than 13 
Percent In 1979 And 12.5 Percent In 1980.  Many Other Years Were At Or Near 9 Percent.



“Our Cities Are Flooded With Illegal Aliens.  Americans Are Being Squeezed Out 
Of The Labor Force And Their Jobs Are Taken.  And By The Way, You Know 

Who’s Taking The Jobs?  The Jobs That Are Created, 107 Percent Of Those Jobs 
Are Taken By Illegal Aliens.”

Trump Falsely Says That Undocumented Immigrants Are Taking Jobs From U.S. Citizens.  
Employment For The Native-Born Population Has Increased By More Than 7.2 Million 

Under Biden, According To The Bureau Of Labor Statistics.  (We Start From February 2021, 
The First Full Month That Reflects Employment Under Biden.)

Meanwhile, Employment Of Foreign-Born Workers Increased About 5 Million From 
February 2021 Through June, BLS Says.  The Agency Says This Figure Includes More Than 
Just Undocumented Immigrants; It Also Includes Legally Admitted Immigrants, Refugees 

And Temporary Residents Such As Students And Temporary Workers.

“Under This Administration, Groceries Are Up 57 Percent, Gasoline Is Up 60 
And 70 Percent.  Mortgage Rates Have Quadrupled.”

These Numbers Are Inflated.  Food Prices Overall Have Risen 21.4 Percent Since Biden 



Took Office, According To The Bureau Of Labor Statistics Data That Measures Inflation 
For Dairy Products, Meats, And Fruits And Vegetables.

As For Gasoline, The Price Of Crude Oil Was Unusually Low When Trump Was In Office 
Because The Coronavirus Pandemic Flattened Economies Around The World.  After Mass 
Vaccination Helped Reopen Many Economies, Demand Increased Again.  But Supply Was 

Lacking Because Oil Producers Decreased Their Production Levels.

The Retail Price Of Gasoline Was $2.64 A Gallon In January 2021 When Trump Left Office.  
The Price Of Regular Gasoline Now Averages $3.52 A Gallon, According To AAA.  That’s 

An Increase Of 33 Percent.  (On An Inflation-Adjusted Basis, Gasoline Now Is Slightly 
Higher Than The Average Of $3.20 Over The Last 106 Years.

As For Mortgage Rates, That Is The Result Of Federal Reserve Policy Designed To Tamp 
Down Inflation.  But They Did NOT Quadruple.  The Average 30-Year Rate Was 2.96 

Percent In 2021 And Is Now About 7 Percent.

“We Have More Liquid Gold Under Our Feet Than Any Other Country By Far.  
We Are A Nation That Has The Opportunity To Make An Absolute Fortune With 

Its Energy."      



This Is False.  According To The Energy Information Administration, The United States 
Has Proven Crude Oil Reserves Of 44 Billion Barrels, Which Would Put The Country In 

10th Place.  Venezuela, With 304 Billion Barrels Of Oil Reserves, Is In First Place, Followed 
By Saudi Arabia (259 Billion), Iran (209 Billion), Canada (170 Billion) And Iraq (145 

Billion).  The United States Ranks Fourth In The World In Natural Gas Reserves.

“Under The Trump Administration, Just Three And A Half Years Ago, We Were 
Energy Independent.”

Trump Claims The United States Energy Independent Because It Exported More Crude 
And Refined Products Than It Imported.  (The United States Still Relied On Other 

Countries For Its Energy Needs.)  The Situation Has Not Changed Under Biden.  In 2023, 
The United States Imported About 8.51 Million Barrels Per Day, According To The Energy 

Information Administration, Making The United States Still A Net Exporter.

“This Is The Only Administration That Said We’re Going To Raise Your Taxes By 
Four Times What You’re Paying Now.”



This Is False.  For Five Years, Biden Has Been Consistent In Saying He Will Not Raise 
Taxes On People Making Less Than $400,000 A Year, Which Leaves About The Top 2 
Percent Of Taxpayers.  Biden Reiterated This Pledge In The Budget Plan He Released 

Earlier This Year.

“I Will End The Electric Vehicle Mandate On Day One, Thereby Saving The U.S. 
Auto Industry From Complete Obliteration, Which Is Happening Right Now.”

In April, The Environmental Protection Agency Issued A Regulation Designed To Promote 
A Transition To More Electric Vehicles — Part Of A Worldwide Trend.  The European 

Union, For Instance, Has Mandated The Sale Of Only Zero-Emission New Cars By 2035.

There Is No Evidence That Electric Vehicles Will Lead To The End Of The Auto Industry.  
Automakers Have Invested Billions Of Dollars In Electric-Vehicle And Battery 

Manufacturing.  A Report Issued By The Environmental Defense Fund In August Said $93 
Billion Of Announced EV Investments And Nearly 85,000 In Announced Jobs Took Place 
In The 12 Months After Passage Of The Inflation Reduction Act.  In A December Research
Report, Goldman Sachs Said That As A Result Of The Inflation Reduction Act, The United 

States Could Be Self-Sufficient In EV Battery Production — Including Mining, 



Components And Battery Production — By 2030.

“I Got Rid Of NAFTA, The Worst Trade Deal Ever Made, And Replaced It With 
USMCA, Which Is, They Say, The Best Trade Deal Ever Made.”

Trump Falsely Suggests He Significantly Overhauled The North American Free Trade 
Agreement (NAFTA) When He Replaced It With USMCA.  But The New Agreement Only 
Made Modest Tweaks To NAFTA, Such As Modernizing Trade Rules In Effect From 1994 
To 2020, Giving Some Wins To U.S. Farmers And Blue-Collar Workers In The Auto Sector.  

Some Elements Of The Deal Were Borrowed From The Trans Pacific Partnership, The 
Trade Deal Trump Scrapped At The Start Of His Term.  The U.S. International Trade 
Commission, Which Is Tasked With Evaluating The Impact Of Trade Agreements, 

Calculated USMCA Would Have A Relatively Minor Impact: The USMCA Would Raise 
U.S. Real Domestic Product By $68.2 (0.35 Percent) And U.S. Employment By 176,000 Jobs 

(0.12 Percent).

As For NAFTA Being The Worst Deal Ever Made, The Nonpartisan Congressional 
Research Service In 2017 Concluded That The “Net Overall Effect Of The North American 
Free Trade Agreement On The U.S. Economy Appears To Have Been Relatively Modest, 



Primarily Because Trade With Canada And Mexico Accounts For A Small Percentage Of 
U.S. GDP,” Though It Noted That “There Were Worker And Firm Adjustment Costs As 

The Three Countries Adjusted To More Open Trade And Investment Among Their 
Economies.”

“If You Go Back 20, 25 Years, They’ve Stolen, Going To China And Mexico, About 
68 Percent Of Our Auto Industry Manufacturing Jobs.”

It’s Unclear Where Trump Gets This Figure; As President He Would Claim The Number 
Was 32 Percent, But His Administration Never Produced A Source.  Millions Of 

Manufacturing Jobs And Thousands Of U.S. Manufacturing Establishments Have 
Disappeared Since NAFTA Took Effect In 1994, But It’s Difficult To Isolate How Much Of 
That Was Because OF NAFTA And Not Other Factors, Such As Automation.  The Studies 

We Reviewed Indicate NAFTA Had A Modest Effect On The U.S. Economy.

“They’ve Just Hired, As You Know, 88,000 [IRS] Agents To Go After Them Even 
More.”



Trump Made This Comment After He Recounted A Story About A Waitress Complaining 
About Being Taxed On Her Tips.  This 88,000 Figure Is Wildly Exaggerated.  The IRS 

Employees Have Not All Yet Been Hired And They Are Not All Agents.

When Congress Passed A Bill To Provide The IRS With An Additional $80 Billion In 
Funding Over 10 Years, That Money Was To Be Used In Part To Hire 86,852 Full-Time 

Employees In The Next Decade.  But Many Of Those Employees Would Not Be 
Enforcement “Agents” But People Hired To Improve Information Technology And 

Customer Service.

Treasury Officials Say That Because Of Attrition, After 10 Years Of Increasing Spending, 
The Size Of The Agency Will Have Grown Only 25 To 30 Percent When The Hiring Burst 

Is Complete.  The Administration’s Strategic Plan For The IRS Estimated That An 
Additional 1,543 Full-Time Employees Would Be Hired For Enforcement In 2023, Or 

About 15 Percent Of Newly Hired Staff.  That Would Grow To 7,239 In 2024, Or 37 Percent 
Of New Staff.  Biden Administration Officials Have Pledged That Enforcement Efforts To 

Collect Unpaid Taxes Will Concentrate On Those Earning More Than $400,000.



“I’m Going To Protect Social Security And Medicare.  Democrats Are Going To 
Destroy Social Security And Medicare Because Of All Of These People, By The 

Millions, They’re Coming In.”

This Is False.  Undocumented Immigrants Improve The Health Of Social Security And 
Medicare By Paying Payroll Taxes Without Receiving Benefits.  In A Fact Check, We 

Calculated The Figure For Social Security Payments Made By Undocumented Immigrants 
Is Now About $27 Billion.  For Medicare, It Should Be At Least $6 Billion, As The Medicare 

Tax Is About 23 Percent Of The Social Security Tax.

“The Other Countries Weren’t Accepting Them Back.  And I Called Up And I 
Said, Tell Them That We’re Not Giving Them Economic Aid Anymore.”

Trump Told A Long Story About How He Convinced Countries That Were Not Accepting 
The Deportation Of Gang Members.  He Specifically Mentioned MS-13, A Transnational 

Gang That Formed In Los Angeles In The 1980s Among Members Of The Salvadoran 
Community Who Had Fled Violence And Civil Conflict In El Salvador.  But He Suggested 
The Countries Would Not Accept These Gang Members Until He Threatened To Withhold 
Aid.  In His Retelling, He Claimed One Official Called Him “Sir” — Usually A Sign That 



Trump Is Telling A Fable.  

In Reality, The United States Deported Hundreds Of Thousands Of Immigrants From 
Guatemala, Honduras And El Salvador Years Before Trump Took Office.  From 2013 To 

2018, Such Deportations Totaled 550,186.  In Fact, The Obama Administration Prioritized 
The Deportations Of Gang Members And Individuals With Criminal Records.  Trump, 

Upon Taking Office, Scrapped That Priority List And Allowed Officials To Prioritize 
Nonviolent Immigrant Offenders Over Violent Ones.

“They’re Coming From Everywhere.  They’re Coming At Levels That We’ve Never 
Seen Before.  It Is An Invasion, Indeed.  And This Administration Does 

Absolutely Nothing To Stop Them.  They’re Coming From Prisons, They’re 
Coming From Jails.  They’re Coming From Mental Institutions And Insane 

Asylums.”

THIS IS FANTASY.  Immigration Experts Know Of No Such Effort By Other Countries.

As Someone Who Came To Prominence In The Late 70s And Early 80s, Trump Appears To 
Be Channeling Cuban Leader Fidel Castro’s 1980 Marial Boatlift.  About 125,000 Cubans 



Were Allowed To Flee To The United States In 1,700 Boats — But There Was A Backlash 
When It Was Discovered That Hundreds Of Refugees Had Been Released From Jails And 

Mental Heath Facilities.  

Helen Fair, Research Associate At The Institute For Crime & Justice Policy Research In 
Britain, Which Tracks The World Prison Population (Except For A Handful Of Countries), 

Says The Numbers Keep Growing.  In 2013, 10.2 Million People Were In Prison — And 
That Had Grown To 10.77 Million In 2021.  A Preliminary Estimate For February 2024, Not 

Ready To Be Published, Indicates The Population Has Grown Even More.  “In Short, I 
Would Disagree With Donald Trump’s Assertion,” She Said.

“Meanwhile, Our Crime Rate Is Going Up.”

This Is False.  Violent Crime Rates, Especially For Homicide In Large Cities, Have Fallen 
Sharply During Biden’s Presidency, After A Surge During The Pandemic.  The Violent 

Crime Rate Is Believed  To Be Near Its Lowest Level In 50 Years.  



“In Venezuela, Caracas.  High Crime, High Crime.  Caracas, Venezuela.  Really A 
Dangerous Place, But Not Anymore.  Because In Venezuela, Crime Is Down 72 

Percent.”

There Is No Reliable Data On Crime In Venezuela — The Government Stopped Publishing  
Official Data In 2015 — So It’s Unclear Where Trump Gets This Number.  But It’s Higher 

Than What Even The Government Says.  In May, Venezuelan Security Officials 
Announced That Crime Indicators Had Fallen By 25.1 Percent Compared To 2023, 

Claiming That Security Forces Had Been Successful In Large-Scale Operations Against 
Criminal Groups.  Some Experts Believe The Impossible-To-Verify Numbers Are Intended 

To Boost The Sagging Popularity Of The Nicolás Maduro Government.

“We Defeated 100 Percent Of ISIS In Syria And Iraq, Something That Was Said 
To Take Five Years.  ‘Sir, It Will Take Five Years, Sir.’  We Did It In A Matter Of A 

Couple Of Months.”

It Took The United States And Coalition Partners More Than Two Years To Defeat The 
Islamic State (ISIS) After Trump Took Office.  In Fact, President Barack Obama Set Up 

Virtually All The Structure That Did The Key Fighting Against The Islamic State Under 



Trump, And More Fighters Were Trained And Munitions Dropped Under Obama Than 
Under Trump.  

Under Obama, All Iraqi Cities Held By ISIS (With The Exception Of The Western Half Of 
Mosul) — Such As Eastern Mosul, Fallujah, Ramadi And Tikrit — Were Retaken By The 
End Of His Term, As Was Much Of The Northeastern Strip Of Syria Along The Turkish 
Border.  The Basic Plan Of Attack In 2017 Was Also Developed Under Obama, Though 

Trump Sped Up The Tempo By Changing The Rules Of Engagement.

As For “100 Percent,” That’s Exaggerated.  The Loss Of Physical Territory Did Not Mean 
The Group Was Defeated.  In August 2019, The Defense Department Inspector General 
Warned: “Despite Losing Its Territorial ‘Caliphate,’ The Islamic State … Solidified Its 

Insurgent Capabilities In Iraq And Was Resurging In Syria.  The Reduction Of U.S. Forces 
Has Decreased The Support Available For Syrian Partner Forces At A Time When Their 

Forces Need More Training And Equipping To Respond To The ISIS Resurgence.”

“It Began To Unravel With The Disastrous Withdrawal From Afghanistan, The 
Worst Humiliation In The History Of Our Country.”



Biden Essentially Adhered To The Timeline Of Withdrawal Of Troops From Afghanistan 
Negotiated By Trump.  The Outcome Might Not Have Been Much Different If Trump Had 

Been Reelected And Was Serving A Second Term At The Time.  

In March 2020, Trump Approved An Agreement With The Taliban (Not The Afghan 
Government) For U.S. Forces To Leave The Country By May 2021.  Despite Abandoning 

Many Of Trump’s Policies, President Biden Decided To Stick With This One, Just 
Stretching Out The Departure By A Few Months.

Trump Originally Celebrated Biden’s Decision To Stick With His Original Plan.  “Getting 
Out Of Afghanistan Is A Wonderful And Positive Thing To Do.  I Planned To Withdraw 

On May 1st, And We Should Keep As Close To That Schedule As Possible,” He Said In A 
Written Statement After Biden Announced He Would Continue The Departure Set In 

Motion By Trump.

At A Political Rally On June 26, Weeks Before The Collapse Of The Afghan Government, 
Trump Bragged That He Had Made It Difficult For Biden To Change Course.  “I Started 

The Process.  All The Troops Are Coming Back Home.  They Couldn’t Stop The Process,” 
He Said.  “Twenty-One Years Is Enough, Don’t We Think?  Twenty-One Years.  They [The 

Biden Administration Couldn’t Stop The Process.  They Wanted To, But It Was Very Tough 
To Stop The Process.”



Trump’s TONE CHANGED AFTER THE AFGHAN MILITARY CRUMBLED FASTER 
THAN INTELLIGENCE OFFICIALS PREDICTED.

“We Also Left Behind [In Afghanistan] $85 Billion Worth Of Military 
Equipment.”

This Is A Highly Inflated Number For Which We Have Previously Awarded Trump Three 
Pinocchios.  It’s Not Invented Out Of Whole Cloth.  But It Reflects All The Money Spent 
To Train, Equip And House The Afghan Military And Police — So Weapons Are Just A 

Part Of That.  U.S. Military Equipment Was Given To Afghan Security Over Two Decades.  
Tanks, Vehicles, Helicopters And Other Gear Fell Into The Hands Of The Taliban When 

The U.S.-Trained Force Quickly Collapsed.  In 2022, CNN Reported That A Defense 
Department Report Estimated That $7 Billion Of Military Equipment Had Been Left 

Behind. 

###


