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The Friday Brief By Rick Wilson — SUBSTACK
27 September 2024 (0633 Hrs EDT)

Republican Elected Officials And Activists Are Doing The Previously Unthinkable And
Endorsing Kamala Harris For President.

This Is The Right Thing To Do In This Moment Of National Peril. Donald Trump’s
Reelection Would Lead To An Era Of Division, Chaos, Corruption, And Violence. It
Would Begin A National Collapse Into Autocracy, The Deprivation Of Civil Rights For
Millions Of Americans, And A Sovereign Risk To Our Nation — If I May Use A Trump
Phrase — Like We’ve Never Seen Before.

Political Courage Is A Virtue That Is Challenged In America Every Day. It Is Conflicted By
Ambition And Corrupted By The Fear Of The Seething Violence And Anger In The Eyes



And Hearts Of Trump’s Slavering Mob.

But More Frequently Than Not, It Is Constrained By The Fear That Taking A Stand Means
Leaving The Tribal Comforts Of A Party In Which They Shaped Their Lives, Careers, And

Fortunes. It Does, And It's Hard. I Can Promise You From Personal Experience That The
Hundreds Of Us Who Have Already Made The Jump Have Cleared The Path For You.

But For The Many Republicans Who Heartily Loathe Donald Trump, But Still Can’t Bring
Themselves To Cross That Final Rubicon Of Endorsing Kamala Harris, I'm Here To Tell
You That History, Your Children, Grandchildren, And Friends Are Watching.

Just Saying You Won't Vote For Trump And That You'll Write In A Third-Party Candidate
Or Someone Not On The Ballot Is Morally And Politically Insufficient. It Is Not A Sign
Of Strength To Say He’s Unqualified To Be President And Then Refuse To Endorse Harris.
(Some Of You Will Vote For Harris In Secret; This Is Fine For Rank-And-File Folks But Not
For You.)

The Test Here Is Only Passed With A Ringing, Public Endorsement Of Kamala Harris.
Nothing Else Suffices.

I Failed This Test In 2016. I Worked For And Voted For Evan McMullin As A Write-In In



Florida. It Made Exactly Zero Difference. My Vote Wouldn’t Have Put Hilary Clinton
Over The Top, But It Could Have At Scale And In An Election Decided By The Narrowest
Of Margins.

Voting For Harris Is Not A Declaration You're A Raving Progressive Now, Ready To Seize
The Means Of Production And Usher In The Vanguard Of The Proletariat. It Doesn’t
Mean You've Adopted Every Policy And Premise Of The Democratic Party.

It Means You Give A Damn About Your Country. Unlike Trumpism, This Decision
Doesn’t Demand Uniformity And Obedience.

We're Approaching When All Eyes Will Turn Towards Some Of The Remaining Holdouts
In The Republican Firmament. People Like George W Bush, Former Secretary Of State
Condoleezza Rice, And Senator Mitt Romney Have Found No Reason To Take The Most

Courageous Stand Of Their Lives And Endorse Harris. All Of Them Believe Trump Is
Unacceptable.

The Time For Equivocation And Excuses Is Over.

If Liz And Dick Cheney, Not Exactly The Stars Of “America’s Most Progressive,” Can Take
The Step Of Endorsing And Voting For Kamala Harris, So Can You.



For Republicans Wondering About Their Place In History, Allow Me To Make Both The
Affirmative Case For Endorsing Harris And Warning On What Taking The Coward’s Way
Out On This Matter By “Writing In Reagan” Will Leave Them In The Eyes Of History.

You Cannot Beat Trump By Pretending He Is The Lesser Of Two Evils. You Cannot
Reform The Republican Party And Allow Trump’s Influence Over It To Survive. The
Break Must Be Hard And Sharp. It Will Express That Harris Is, In Fact, Not The Lesser
Of Two Evils But An American Who Loves Her Country And Who Will Put It Above Petty
Grievances, Corporate Deals, And Personal Venality.

Trump Is An Autocrat And Institutional Arsonist

As Trump [Has] Shown Over And Over Again, He Is An Institutional Arsonist, A Man
Who Loathes And Seeks The Destruction Of Every American Institution That Is Not In His
Immediate Service. His First Term Was A Cautionary Tale: His Second Term, Informed By

The Sweeping And Aggressive Statism Of Project 2025, Agenda 47 (Or Whatever Other
Identity The Architects Of His Planned Authoritarian Government Adopted Today), Spells

The Absolute End Of Conservatism And Republicanism As We Know It.

Everything About The MAGA Iteration Of The Republican Party Results In Greater Power
Reposed By The State And The Executive And More Impingements On The Rights And
Liberties Of Individuals.



Even If You, As A Conservative, Don’t Agree With Harris On Abortion Or The Economy,
You Must, At This Point, Recognize That Trump Has A Rampant Demand For Executive
Power And Is, In Fact, Not Conservative But Radical In Every Dimension.

Over And Over Again, The Guardrails Have Barely Held. The Systems Have Been
Strained To Their Breaking Point. A Second Term Will Be Unconstrained, Dangerous,
And Lawless.

There Is No Conservative Party With Trump.

As Long As Trump Remains The Prime Mover Of A Personality Cult, The Man's
Authoritarian Personality And Policies Will Define The GOP. It Takes A Political Party —
Not Just Party Committees And Allied SuperPACs — To Ultimately Mount National
Campaigns Of Political Education, Persuasion, And Elections.

Trump Made It Seem Otherwise, But The Alien Nation That Emerged From The Rallies
And Online Chat Rooms Of MAGA Is Not A Party; It Is A Cult. The GOP Of Today Is The
Baath Party, Not The Republican Party. Your Party Loyalty Was Commendable In The
Beginning But Is Risible Now.

Your Belief That Unless You Stick With The GOP, You’ll Lose All Influence Over Whatever
Comes After Trump Is Simply Wrong. You Do Not Influence The MAGA Party Now, Nor



Will You, Me, Or Anyone Else From Before Times, And We Never Will. They Are Not
Conservatives. They Are Radical Members Of A Personality Cult. You'll Have A
Stronger Voice In The Days To Come Precisely Because You Abandoned Trump’s Apparat.

He Puts Our Enemies Over American Interests

Trump’s Dictator Fetish, His Obeisance To Vladimir Putin, His Contempt And Loathing
Of NATO And Other Alliances, His Radical Belief That America’s Military Is A Pay-For-
Play Protection Racket, The Loathing In Which Other Countries, Both Allies And
Adversaries, View Trump, And His Inability To Hold American Interests And Secrets
From The Predations Of Our Worst Enemies In Russia And Iran Make Him Radically
Dangerous.

I'd Argue That Harris Has Revived The Scoop Jackson Strain In The Democratic Party,
Which Was Dormant For Some Time. She’ll Be Tougher On Russia, China, North Korea,
And ISIS Than Donald Trump. When A Democrat Promises To Build The Most Lethal
Military In The World, It Means Something.

This Isn’t Speculation: It's His And Biden-Harris Administrations” Records. The Old
Cliche Of Democratic Weakness On Foreign Policy Falls Apart When Trump’s Profound
Corruption (To Wit, Foreign Loans, Cash Gifts, And “Investment” In Trump Properties
And Jared Kushner’s Hedge Fund) Is Given Even The Most Cursory Examination.



Trump Will End American Support For Ukraine To Give His Friend And Master Vladimir
Putin A Win That Will Destroy The NATO Alliance And Place Europe’s Free And
Democratic Nations Firmly In The Gunsights Of A Resurgent Russia. The End Of This
War Must Be In Russia’s Capitulation And Putin’s Removal. [Ed. Note: Right-The-Pfuck-
On, Mr Wilson.]

Refusing To Support Harris Gives Putin Hope And Runway To Continue His Campaign
Of Civilian Slaughter In Ukraine. If He Can Survive Until January 2025, Trump Will Hand
Him The Victory That Demonstrates American Leadership In The World Is At An End.

Our Veterans Deserve Better

Trump’s Contempt For The Men And Women He Calls “Suckers And Losers” Is
Boundless, Obvious, And Ugly. Trump Should’ve Been Disqualified From The Moment
He Condemned John McCain In 2016; His Behavior Since Then, Including His Grotesque
Antics In Arlington National Cemetery In A Campaign Stunt, Has Only Descended
Further.

For Veterans And Those Who Care About Their Fate, Endorsing Harris Is The Only
Choice.



Trump Is An Enemy Of Free Markets

For Free-Market Republicans, Donald Trump’s Promise To Impose Massive National
Tariffs — A Move That Every Rational Conservative Economic Thinker Would Never Even
Begin To Entertain — Is One More Reason Why An Overt Embrace Of Harris Is
Imperative. Beyond Being Utterly Wrong As An Economic Policy, It’s Disastrous.

Once Again, We Have Harris As The Conservative Choice And Trump As The Radical. Will
Marginal Tax Rates On Billionaires Move Up By Some Tiny Fraction?

Protectionism, Tariffs, Stacking The Deck For His Cronies And Allies, Targeted Tax Cuts
For Donors, Picking Winners And Losers Is Again A Radical Mindset For Anyone Who
Believes In Free Markets And Economic Liberty And Should Have No Place With Anyone
Who Believes In Free Markets And Free Trade.

If Character Counts, Harris Is The Only Choice

All Of You Withholding An Endorsement Of Harris Know Trump’s Personal Character
Isn’t Simply Deficient; It Is Degenerate.

I Do Not Address Myself To Evangelicals In This Matter Because I Believe Them To Have
Been By And Large Lost Into The Cult Of Trump And Lust For Their Socially Desired



Outcomes To Compromise With Him At Every Level.

No, The Question Of Character Is For Mainstream Republican Leaders With Daughters,
Wives, And Granddaughters.

Trump Is A Rapist, He Is A Moral Degenerate, Sexual Predator, And One Of The Most
Loathsome Species Of Abusers Imaginable. YOU KNOW THIS. Even If You've Only
Seen The Tip Of His Greasy, Abusive Iceberg, You Still Know This In Your Hearts. NOT
ONE OF YOU WOULD WANT DONALD TRUMP AROUND YOUR DAUGHTERS.

NOT ONE OF YOU WAKES UP HOPING YOUR SONS WILL TREAT WOMEN AS
DONALD TRUMP HAS AND DOES TREAT WOMEN.

One Endorsement Holdout Is Mitt Romney, The Very Definition Of A Family Man, With
Children And Grandchildren He Loves And Adores. Why He Cannot Take The Final Step
And Say He Will Endorse Kamala Harris, A Woman With Boundless Love Of Her Blended

Family Over Donald Trump, A Man Whose Loathing Of His Own Children, Serial
Adultery, And His Close Friendships With Sexual Predators Like Jeffrey Epstein, And
P Diddy Is Profoundly Baffling.

Those Who Refuse To Endorse Harris While Opposing Trump Out Of Pure Party Loyalty,

And Tribal Affinity Can Look No Further In History Than Elite Germans, Who Supported
Hitler Because He Was “At Least Not A Communist.”



The Von Papens Of Our Time Made Their Beds In 2016 And Continue To Back Trump.
History Will Judge Them With Contempt. Their Legacies Are Those Of Cowards, Men
Who Placed Fear And Ambition Over The Country They Swore To Serve And Oath To The
Constitution They Took In Vain.

If You're Seen To Have Provided Trump Even A Modicum Of Political Cover, You Will Be
Remembered As An Ally Of The Architects Of The Chaos And Pain To Come. Suppose
You're Unwilling To Take A Step That Could Persuade Even A Few Of Your Followers,

Supporters, And Allies To Cross Party Lines Just Once. In That Case, You'll Be
Remembered As A True And Profound Failure As A Leader.

Make Country Over Party Great Again

By Endorsing Harris, Senior Republicans Could Position Themselves Within A Historical
Context Of Bipartisan Support That Transcends Traditional Political Divides. This Is The
Big Legacy Move: You Can Be Remembered For Putting The Country Before The Party,
Potentially Influencing Future Political Norms Towards More Cooperative Governance.

In A Coalition That Spans From Bernie Sanders To Dick Cheney, There’s Plenty Of Room.

This Race Will Be Close Once Again. We Need Every Vote, And Many Of You Can Help
Move Republican Voters To Harris. Those Of You Who Care About The Country, Its



Future, The Rule Of Law, American Leadership, Our Prosperity, Security, And Dignity
Have Only One One Line In The Most Significant Decision Of Your Political Lives.

Say It With Me:

“As A Republican, I'm Endorsing And Voting For Kamala Harris.”
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