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Hosted By:  [The Incredibly Comely] Margaret Hoover

[Ed. Note:  This Is A Full Transcription Of Two Interviews That FIRING LINE Host Margaret Hoover Conducted 
With Current Maricopa County Recorder Stephen Richer, Who Is  Seeking To Be Renominated As The Republican 
Candidate For Maricopa County Recorder.  There Are Two Interviews — One That Aired On Friday 26 April 2024 In 
Its Regular Friday Night Slot On Most PBS Stations — And A Second Interview Conducted On Wednesday 24 April 
To Update The Breaking News Re: The Arizona Grand Jury Indictment Of 18 Individuals In The “Fake Electors” 
Scheme.  That Update Is Transcribed Below First, Followed By The Regular Interview For The Friday Night 
Broadcast.  Both The Video Of The Program (And The Transcripts Below) At This Writing Which Was Completed On 
30 April 2024 At 0000 Hrs MDT Can Be Found At The Following Address: pbs.org/wnet/firing-line/video/
stephen-richer-x0wse/]

Introduction

A Republican Election Official In A Key Swing State Fighting Against Election Lies, This Week 
On Firing Line.  All Eyes Are Back On Arizona — A State Joe Biden Narrowly Won In 2020, 

Handing Donald Trump A Loss He Was Not Willing To Accept.

TRUMP: If We Are Right About The Fraud, Joe Biden Can’t Be President.

http://pbs.org/wnet/firing-line/video/stephen
http://pbs.org/wnet/firing-line/video/stephen


On Wednesday An Arizona Grand Jury Indicted Rudy Giuliani And Other Members Of Trump’s 
Inner Circle In Connection With A Fake Elector Scheme That Would Have Illegally Awarded 

Arizona’s 11 Electors To Trump.  Stephen Richer Is A Top Election Official In The State — Himself 
A Republican — Who Took Office In January 2021 As Election Lies Hit Overdrive.

“USA! USA!”

As The Recorder Of Maricopa County, One Of The Country’s Largest Voting Jurisdictions, Richer 
Refused To Say That Trump Had Won.

RICHER: I Doubt That Anyone In The Country Has Looked At The 2020 Election In Arizona More Than I 
Have, And It Checks Our 100%.

His Defense Of The Integrity Of Arizona’s Elections Led To Death Threats, A Censure From The 
Arizona GOP, And A Lawsuit With Republican Senate Candidate Kari Lake.  As Richer Faces A 
Far-Right Primary Challenger In His Reelection Bid, And The Arizona GOP Dismisses The New 
Indictment As A Blatant Abuse Of Power, What Does Maricopa County Recorder Stephen Richer 

Say Now?

‘Firing Line’ With Margaret Hoover Is Made Possible In Part By: Robert Granieri, Vanessa And Henry Cornell, The Fairweather 
Foundation, The Tipper Foundation, Peter And Mary Kalikow, The Asness Family Foundation, The Beth And Ravenel Curry 

Foundation, Charles R Schwab, The Eric And Wendy Schmidt Fund For Strategic Innovation And By The Following …
Corporate Funding Is Provided By Stephens Inc And By Pfizer Inc.

HOOVER:  Stephen Richer, Welcome To Firing Line.

RICHER:  Thank You Very Much.



This Week, An Arizona Grand Jury Indicted 18 People, Including Attorneys And 
Aides Of Former President Trump And Republicans Who Served As Fake 
Electors In 2020.  The Charges Against Them Include Fraud, Conspiracy And 
Forgery.  What Is Your Reaction To This Indictment?

This One Is Particularly Momentous For Me, For Everything That We’ve Been 
Talking About For The Past Three And A Half Years.  And It Does Give Some 
Resolution.  It Gives Some Accountability.

What Does It Mean To You That You’re Seeing This Degree Of Accountability 
From The Judicial Branch?

So I Know Almost Everyone That’s Named In That Complaint, And Some Of 
Those People Who Were Targets Are People Who Would Never Otherwise 
Commit A Crime In Their Life.  And It Just Impresses Upon Me How Much This 
Has Destroyed Some Lives.  And Everyone Ultimately Bears Responsibility For 
Their Own Actions.  And I’m Not Trying To Strip Anyone Of Agency Or Their 
Own Culpability.  But I Do Have Some Measure Of Sympathy For Somebody 
Who Just Gets His Or Her Cues From People That They Trust Or Read Stories.  
But Where I Have No Patience Is For The Leaders Who Led Them Down This 
Road And Then Abandon Them, Quite Frankly.



So To That End, Unlike In Georgia, This Indictment Does Not Name Donald 
Trump.  Is He The Mastermind, In Your View, Of All Of This?

I Mean, This Is All Built Out From, Of Course, Donald Trump’s Unwillingness To 
Accept His Defeat Despite Having Ample Knowledge To The Contrary That It 
Was A Free And Fair Election.  So, So Ultimately, Yes.  And Then There Were 
Agents Who Were Facilitators.

The Indictment Alleges That These 11 Individuals Had Schemed To Create A 
False Set Of Electors …

Yes.

… Whose Votes In The Electoral College Could Then Be Counted For Trump-
Pence Instead Of Biden-Harris, Thus Throwing The Election To Donald Trump.

Right.  We Were All Getting Text Messages.  Some Of The Board Members Were 
Getting Calls From Rudy Giuliani, From The President Of The United States To 
The Effect Of, ‘We’re All Republicans.  We Need To Do Something About This.’

And So The Board Of Supervisors Then Reached Out To You, The Incoming 
Recorder Of Maricopa County, Who Is Also A Republican.



Yes.  And The Board Was Asked To Take Express Actions Such As Stop The 
Count.

Which They Refused To Do, As The Indictment Explains.

Which They Refused To Do.

At The Time, The Board Was Reaching Out To You.  What Did They Tell You 
About The Pressure Campaign They Were Experiencing?

That It Was Significant, That It Was Unrelenting, That It Had No Basis In Fact Or 
Law, That They, They Put Me In Touch Immediately With Civil Counsel For The 
Maricopa County Attorney’s Office Because They Said, You’re Going To Start 
Getting These Calls, And We’d Recommend You Not Take Them Without Legal 
Counsel On The Line.  We’re Already Being Asked To Do Things That We Don’t 
Feel Comply With Law, And That’s The World Were In.

They Were, The Board Of Supervisors Of Maricopa County Included Four 
Republicans And One Democrat.

That’s Right.



Were They Unanimous In Their Views And Their Counsel To You?

Unanimous.  There Are Guys, Four Guys Who Have Been Part Of The 
Republican Party For A Long Time, Some Of Whom Campaigned For Trump, 
Many Of Whom Considered Themselves Part Of The Grass Roots.  And I Think 
They Wanted To Do Something.  But I Think It Crossed The Boundaries That 
They Had Set, The Lines That They Had Set.  And So None Of Them Were 
Interested In Stopping The Count.

Let Me Ask You About Somebody Who Is Also Named In The Indictment, 
Speaker Rusty Bowers.  It Details An Extensive Pressure Campaign Against 
Speaker Bowers.  He Refused To Go Along.  I Spoke To Rusty Yesterday.  I Spoke 
To Speaker Bowers Yesterday.  Here’s What He Said.

BOWERS:  I’m A Witness.  And, When They Put My Hand On The Bible Or 
Whatever They Do, I’m Going To Tell The Truth.

The Arizona GOP Has Called Speaker Bowers Unfit To Serve.  How Do You 
Think About Speaker Bowers And How He Handled The Pressure Campaign 
And That Moment In Arizona History?



I Think He’s An American Hero.  I Think He’s Been A Beacon Of Moral Courage.
[Ed. Note:  Abso-pfucking-lutely!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!  Mr Bowers Is, Indeed, An 
AMERICAN HERO.  Furthermore, His J6 Select Committee Testimony Was Awe-
Inspiring.  It Made Me So Proud To Be An American, Something With Which I’ve 
Been Struggling Mightily Throughout This Trumpocene SHIT SHOW.]  And So I 
Think That We Need To Have An Introspective Moment When We’re People Out 
Of The Party, Out Of Polite Society Within The Republican Party, We Need To Be 
Doing, We Need To Be Asking What Changed That A Man We Held In High 
Regard.  What Happened That We Were Willing To Call This Man Unfit To Serve 
Overnight?  And So I Think That Rusty —

Did You See The Arizona Republican Party Doing That Kind Of Introspection?

No.  Not Yet.

The Arizona Attorney General Is A Democrat, And Several Of The Defendants 
Have Already Accused Her Of Weaponizing The Justice System Against 
Republicans.

Okay.



The Arizona Republican Party Has Dismissed The Charges As Blatant Abuse Of 
Power.  As A Republican Yourself How Do You See Politics At Play Here?

I Think That A Grand Jury Gave This A Clean Bill.  Which Means It Had Probable  
Cause.  And If You Read The Indictment, It’s Very Thorough.  And I Think It’s 
Disrespectful To The Legal Process To So Offhandedly Dismiss It.

Given That All This Stemmed From From President Trump’s Insistence That He 
Actually Won Arizona Does It Bother You That He Isn’t Charged?

I Haven’t Given That Much Thought Yet.  But Ultimately, I Think Leaders Need 
To Be Held Accountable.  I Don’t Think That That’s That Outlandish A Principle.
And Quite Frankly, Is Something That The Republican Party Revered Until 
Recently Is Personal Accountability.

How Close Did We Actually Get To A Situation Where The Results Of The 2020 
Election In Arizona Are Overturned?

I Think Quite Close.  I Think But For The Courage Of A Few People Like Rusty 
Bowers, Like The Maricopa Board Of Supervisors, And A Few Others Out There, 
I Think We Put Ourselves In A Pretty Perilous Situation.  And I’m Proud Of 
Those People.  But It Also Means That We Need To Do Things.  So That If This 



Ever Comes Around Again, Hopefully There Will Be More People Equipped 
With Information That Will Say, No, That’s Not How This Worked.  That’s An 
Implausible Theory, And You Shouldn’t Go Down That Route.  

Stephen Richer, Thank You For Joining Me Again To Discuss The Breaking News 
In Arizona That Just Happened Today.  You And I Had An Extended 
Conversation On Wednesday In The Maricopa County Tabulation And Election 
Center About The Election Lies From 2020, What Happened To You In 2022, The 
Death Threats That You’ve Endured, And How You’re Preparing For 2024 And A 
Sound And Secure Election In The County Where 60 Percent Of Arizonans Vote.
Here’s A Look At That Conversation Now.

WEDNESDAY RECORDED INTERVIEW

Steven Richer, Welcome To Firing Line.

Thank You So Much.

When You Ran For Recorder In 2020…

I Envisioned All Of This.



What Did You Expect?  What Did You Think The Job Would Be?

I Got A Sense Of It Being A Heightened Profile.  But No, I Never Would Have 
Thought That We Would Have Become Sort Of The Center Of The Political 
Conversation In Arizona.  And Then In Some Ways, The Center Of The 
Conversation About ‘Whither American Democracy’ And Even We Get 
International People Coming In And Being Like, Is American Democracy Going 
To Be Okay?  And Where Do They Come?  They Come To Maricopa County.

CYBER NINJAS

Why Did Maricopa County Become Such A Tipping Point In This Question Of
‘Whither Democracy?’

Yeah, I Think It’s For A Whole Bunch Of Reasons.  We’re A County That Has 
Been A Reliably Red County.  And So We’re Changing.  We’re In A State Of Flux.  
Lots Of People Moving Into Arizona.  And Then I Think You Can’t Discount The 
Importance Of The Cyber Ninjas Review In 2021 That Was Here And Really 
Made Us The Mecca Of People Who Are Election Deniers Or Stop The Stealers 
Or Whatever You Want To Call Them.  This Was The Place To Visit.



Donald Trump And His Associates Cast Significant Doubt On The Count Of The 
Vote In Maricopa County.

Correct.

And That Led To This Republican State Legislature Bringing In An Audit, An 
External Audit By A Company That Had Never Conducted Audits Before Called 
Cyber Ninjas To Recount The Votes.  

Correct.  And Then They Embarked On What Was Supposed To Be Just A Few 
Week Project That Turned Into Six Months.  It Raised Millions And Millions Of 
Dollars, And It Drew International Attention For Anyone Who Wanted To 
Continue To Subscribe To The Theory That The Elections Were Stolen.

When The Cyber Ninjas Were Finished With Their Audit.

Yeah.

They Actually Found That Biden Had More Votes Than Your County Had 
Initially Counted.



So I Think They Completely Falsified That.  I Think That Was A Way To Try To 
Buy Them Some Credibility, Such That Then They Could Make All Of These 
Allegations About Cybersecurity And That This Could Have Been Done Or 
Inflated Voter Rolls.  And So I Really Wouldn’t Put Any Stock In That.  It Was 
Just, It Was Such A Silly Endeavor.  And It Was, I Think It’s A Stain Forever On 
Arizona’s Reputation.  Not Even That You Would Be Indulging These Fantasies, 
But That You Just Chose Such Grossly Incompetent People To Do It.

I Should Mention That You And I Have Known Each Other For Some Time In 
The Context Of Republican Party Politics.

Correct.

We Met When We Were Both Young, Idealistic [Laugh] Conservatives.  The 
Position Of Recorder Of Maricopa County Is Actually A Partisan Position.

Partisan Position.

You Are A Republican.  And You Ran For The Office As A Republican.

Correct.



When Did You Realize The Job Was Going To Be More Than You Signed Up For?

When It Really Dawned On Me Was The Night Of Election Night 2020.  So 
November 3rd, 2020.  Polls Have Closed.  This Facility Is Tabulating Results.

ALEX JONES:  The World Is Watching The Example Of Arizona.  The President 
Is Watching The Example.  You’re Not Going To Steal This…

Alex Jones Is Out In The Parking Lot With A Whole Bunch Of People, Flags, 
Guns, The Whole Nine Yards.  And Some Of These People That Were My Allies, 
People Who Undoubtedly Voted For Me.  And They’re Saying, ‘Stop The Count, 
Stop The Count.’  It Was Just, It Was Such A Display Of Demagoguery That The 
Type Of Demagoguery That I Always Associated With The Left, Sort Of The 
‘Grab Your Pitchfork, Grab Your Torch, And We’re Going To Go Burn Down The 
Institution,’ That It Was Really Disheartening, Such That I Went On Twitter And 
Said Something Like ‘Guys, This Isn’t Helping, Please Stop.’  And That Was The 
Beginning Of, Now, A Three And A Half Year Running Rift Between Me And 
That Element Of The Movement.

You’ve Talked About The Death Threats That You’ve Received.  The People Who 
You Work With You Received.



Yeah.

KARI LAKE

You’ve Even Talked About Narrowly Escaping Some Very Uncomfortable 
Encounters That Could Have Become Much More Dangerous.  And You’ve Said 
That This Stems From Politicians, Among Them Kari Lake, Who Was The 
Arizona Republican Candidate, Gubernatorial In 2022, Who Had An 
Unsuccessful Bid To Become Governor Of The State And Who Is Now Very 
Likely To Be The Republican Nominee For This Senate Position That Is Open In 
The Fall.  Last Year, You Sued Her For Defamation.  What Had She Said About 
You That Was Worthy Of A Defamation Lawsuit?

Yeah.  She Said A Lot Of Things, But A Lot Of Them Were Not Worthy Of A 
Defamation Lawsuit.  So Insulting My Abilities, Insulting My Intelligence, 
Insulting My Hair.  People Like To Insult My Hair.  I’m Losing It, I Know That.  
But, You Know, So That’s All First Amendment Protected, Obviously.  But She 
Was Making Very Specific Allegations, Alleging That I Had Done Very Serious 
Crimes To Throw The Election To Her Opponent, Katie Hobbs.  She Was Told In 
No Unspecific Terms From The Superior Court, From The Court Of Appeals, From 
The Arizona Supreme Court, That These Allegations Had No Foundation.  And 
Yet She Kept Making Them And Making Them And Making Them.  This Was Her



Meal Ticket.  This Was What She Was Fundraising Off Of.  And So, You Know, 
How Many Punches Do You Take Before You Punch Back?

You’ve Effectively Already Won The Case.

Yes.

Because She Now Says That She Won’t Defend Herself From The Claim.  
Although She Does Admit No Wrongdoing, She’s Chosen Not To Fight In Court.
[Ed. Note: No Admission Of Wrongdoing — Now That’s What I Call A “Blow Job 
Without Suction.”]  

It Is A Bit Rich For Somebody Who’s Been Banging On For The Past Two Years 
That She Has Easy Evidence Of Widespread Corruption, Widespread Fraud, For
Somebody Who Said She Stands By Every Single Claim, And Then She’s Served 
Up On A Silver Platter On Opportunity To Prove It In Front Of A Court Of Law.
And She Says, ‘I’ll Take A Pass On That.’  I Think That’s Pretty Telling.

DONALD TRUMP

What Do You Think The Impact Of That Lawsuit Will Be On The 2024 Election?



Well, It Won’t Just Be My Lawsuit.  I Think It Will Be The Dominion Lawsuit 
Against Fox That Fox Settled For 787 Million.  I Think It Will Be Ruby {Freeman] 
And Shaye Moss’s Lawsuit Against Rudy Giuliani.  It’ll Hopefully Have A 
Cavening Effect On Just, Like, How Zany And Idea Are You Willing To To 
Broadcast On Your Network?  Now There’s One Specific Actor Who Seems 
Undeterred.  It Doesn’t Seem Like You Can Throw Any Number At Him To Get 
Him To Stop.  And I Think For That, It Will Just Have To Be, The Political Winds 
Will Have To Change.

You Mean Donald Trump, The Former President Who’s The Presumptive 
Nominee Of The Republican Party?

Correct.

According To Federal Prosecutors, Nearly Half Of Federal Election Related 
Threats Nationwide Involve Targeting Arizonian Officials.

[Laugh]  Yeah.

Like Yourself.

Yeah, I Think I’m Leading The League.



This Does Include Threats Against You And Your Office.

Yes.

Often From People Who Are Out Of State.  How Has This Impacted Your Ability 
To Do Your Job?

It’s Added To It.  All Of This Has Just Added To Our Plate.

How Did Arizona Become The Target Of So Much Violent Hostility Across The 
Country?

There Were Some Very Loud, Very Prominent People Who Built Their Entire 
Political Reputations On This Falsehood, People Who Either Had No Business In 
Politics Or No Experience In Politics.  So Kari Lake Took Something Like The 
Cyber Ninjas Audit And Took It Into Stardom.  And So You Had No Statewide 
Loud Voices Pushing Back.  And Then You Had A Few People For Whom It Was 
Everything.  And Then An Economy Built Up Around It.  And There Are Some 
People Who Their Livelihoods Would Be Destroyed Or Their Political 
Possibilities Would Be Destroyed If We Broadly Acknowledged It As False Now.



Without That Republican Leadership Pushing Back On The Election Lies 
Perpetuated By The Likes Of Kari Lake And Donald Trump, Both Of Them Will 
Be On The Ballot In November Here In Arizona.  What Are The Prospects Of 
Violence If They Were To Both Lose?

I Hope — All It Takes Is 1 Or 2 People, Right?

Mm Hmm

But Again, I Think It Goes To Leadership.  If You Have Leaders Who Are Saying 
Things That Might Not Qualify As Incitement In Terms Of Under The Law, Like 
Incitement To Violence.  But Again, If You Say Something Is Being Done Horrific, 
The Country Is Being Stolen From You As You Know It.  It Doesn’t Take A Lot Of 
Imagination To Think That Somebody Is Going To Something Pretty Outlandish 
As A Result Of Hearing That.

If Something Were To Happen To You Or Someone Who Works In This Office.

Yeah.

Would You Hold Donald Trump And Kari Lake Accountable?



I Would, Yes.  Especially If Something Happened To Somebody In This Office.  
And So We’re Going To Do Everything In Our Power To Make Sure That Our 
Team Members Are Safe And Are Comfortable.  So If You Come Around Here 
During Election Time, You’ll See All These Floodlights.  You’ll See The Sheriff’s 
Office Out, You’ll See Armed Security Guards In This Facility And Whatnot.
[Ed. Note: And Make No Mistake, Peeple — It’s Not The Radical Democrats, 
Antifa, BLM Etc. Who Represent This Clear & Present MENACE To The Peaceful 
Administration Of Maricopa County’s Election Processes.  These A$$WHOLES 
Are — Unquestionably —  Trump/Lake Supporters.]  And So In ’22, We Didn’t 
Have A Problem Recruiting People.  I Mean, We Had To Make Some Efforts, Put 
People Came, And I Hope That That Will Be True For The ’24 Cycle As Well.

You Yourself Are In A Crowded Primary Right Now Because Your Up For 
Reelection.

Yeah.

The Republican Primary Has Some Other Trump Adjacent Candidates, Including 
Your Main Opponent, Justin Heap.

Correct.



How Do You Measure Your Prospects Of Winning Reelection In A Closed? 
Partisan Republican Primary, Where You Are Squarely On The Wrong Side Of 
The Republican Party Apparatus Now, As You’ve Described?

Well, Because We’re In This Building, I’m Going To Leave Some Of The Political 
Stuff Aside, But I’ll Just Say That I’m Going To Continue Telling The Truth About 
Our Elections.  I’m Going To Continue Telling The Truth About The People Who 
Work Here.  I Hope That’s Not Bad Politics.  I Pray That’s Not Bad Politics.  And, 
And, Quite Frankly, To Sort Of Step Back From My Political Fortunes, It Hasn’t 
Been A Great Thing For The Arizona Republican Party.
In 2016, My Party, The Arizona Republican Party, Had 
Two U.S. Senators, Had A Governor, Had An Attorney 
General, Had A Secretary Of State.  We Now Have Zero 
U.S. Senators, We Don’t Have A Governor.  We Don’t 
Have An Attorney General.  We Don’t Have A Secretary 
Of State. We Have Gotten Our Butts Kicked.  And So I Don’t 
Know Why Anyone Would Want To Keep Going Down This Road. 

You’re Saying It’s Not A Winning Formula?



It’s Not, But It’s, Some People Think It’s Dispositive In Terms Of A Republican 
Primary.  But What They Know It Is Absolutely Necessary For Is For The Blessing 
Of Donald Trump.  For The Blessing Of Donald Trump, The Most Important Is 
Saying That Donald Trump Won The 2020 Election.

What’s The Worst Case Scenario If Somebody Who Is An Election Denier 
Replaces You As The Recorder Of Maricopa County?

Yeah, I Think There’s Lots Of Things That You Could Do To Tinker With The 
System.  I Think The First Thing, Though, That You’d See Is You Lose The 
Professional Staff.  The People Who Have Been Working In Elections And Voter 
Registration, Some Of Them For 30 Plus Years, Wouldn’t Want To Be Led By A 
Person Who Has Called Them Criminals, Wouldn’t Want To Be Led By A Person 
Who Has Indulged The Wildest Conspiracy Theories.  Wouldn’t Want To Be Led 
By A Person Who Might Ask Them To Do Unlawful Things.  Now, The Beauty Of 
Elections In America And The Beauty Of Laws In Arizona Is That Ultimately 
These Things Reveal Themselves.  Ultimately, It’s Actually Quite, Quite Hard To 
Manipulate A Voting System.  So What I Think You Would See, More Than Any 
Sort Of Stolen Election Would Be A, Just A System That’s Not Running Well.

You’re Seeking Reelection Despite These Kinds Of Threats And This Harassment.
A Lot Of Election Officials Actually Are Just Stepping Away And Taking The 



Moment To Retire.

Yeah.

According To One Report, More Than Half Of Arizona’s Chief Election Officials 
Have Stepped Down Or Been Replaced Since November Of 2020.  Explain What 
Impact That Has  On The Administration Of An Office Like This.  

It’s Challenging.  And It’s, It’s Just An Indictment Of Where Were At As A Society 
That All Of These People Like This Is No Longer Something Worth Pursuing, 
Which Many Of Them Got Into Because, Gosh, What Gets More American Pie 
Than Administering Elections And Interacting With Your Community In That 
Manner.

1864 ABORTION LAW IN ARIZONA

Another Issue That Has Come To The Forefront Here In Your State Is The Return 
Of A Territorial Law About Abortion, Of A Complete Ban On Abortions Except 
For, When The Life Of The Mother Is Threatened.  

That’s Right.



How Do You Expect That This Issue Will Factor Into Voters’ Prioritization Of The 
Issues That Will Drive Them To The Polls And Vote?

I Think Most Political Pundits Think That This Will Push It Into A Top Three 
Issue, And It Will Be On The Ballot.  And I Think Especially If The 1864 Law 
Remains In Place, There Will Be A Lot Of Momentum For Getting To The Polls, 
For Voting On This Initiative.  It Might Drive Out Some New Voters.

So You Think At A Very Minimum It Will Drive Out Voter Turnout?

I do.

BORDER

The Other Issue That Is So Salient Is The Border.  What Should President Biden 
Be Doing That He Isn’t?  You’re The Border State.

Yeah, You Got To Go Down There.  You Got To Go Down There.  Like, Honestly, 
Like You Know, Just To Show Respect To The Men And Women Who Are 
Working For Your Administration.  It Would Be Like —

He’s Been To The Border.



I Know.  Once Recently.  It Was In Texas, Though, I Believe It Was.

It Was, Yeah.  So He Should Come To The Arizona Part.

It Would Be The Same Thing If My Front Line Workers, And I Don’t Want To 
Compare My Office Of 160 People To The Federal Government, But Like When 
Your Men And Women Are Getting Punched In The Nose, Like You Should Go 
Down There And You Should Be The General Who’s With Them, Who’s 
Supporting Them.  So I Don’t Really Get It.  It Seems Like Its Been Ignored And 
Like We Hope It Will Just Go Away.  That Doesn’t Seem To Be Working So Far, 
And Arizonans Are Not Happy.

In 1966, Arizona Republican Barry Goldwater, Who Had Been The Nominee For 
President In 1964, Appeared On The Original Firing Line With William F Buckley, 
Jr.  Take A Look At What He Said Then.

GOLDWATER: I Might Say, Bill, This Is My Chief Worry As A Conservative, 
That We Have Put So Much Power In The Office Of The Presidency That Some 
Day The Wrong Man Could Come Along.  And I Wouldn’t Be So Concerned 
About Whether He Could Use These Powers To Perpetuate Himself In Office, 
But How He Would Use These Powers To Destroy People That Disagreed With 
Him.



As We Look Ahead At The Prospect Of A Second Trump Term, Which Is A 
Possibility.

Oh Definitely, Yeah.

It’s A Very Serious Possibility.  Do You Share Goldwater’s Concern There About 
The Concentration Of Power In The Executive Branch And How A President 
Could Use Their Power To Destroy Their Enemies?

Yes, Absolutely.  But That Predates This.  I Think That’s A Natural Conservative 
Instinct.

You Have Really Gone Out Of Your Way To Be Transparent With The Press And 
The Public About How This Building Works.  How You Process Ballots.

Right.

How It Works Here.  You’ve Given Election Tours To Various Civic Groups.  
What Are You Trying To Show The Residents Of Maricopa County?

Yeah.  I’m Clinging On To The Enlightenment Belief That More Knowledge And 
More Information Can Drive Out Bad Information And False Theories.



[Ed. Note: Thank You Very Much For That Incredibly Smart And Valuable Open 
Outreach.  Every Recorder’s Office Throughout The Country Should Endeavor 
To Do The Same.  As A Lifelong Democrat, I Would Proudly Cast My Ballot For 
You If I Were A Registered Voter In Maricopa County.  Alas, I’m Registered In 
Pima County.]

You Think You Can Beat Disinformation…

I Hope So.

Steven Richer, Thank You For Inviting Us Here Into The Maricopa County 
Recorder’s Office.  And Thank You For Sharing Your Thoughts And Experience 
Here On Firing Line.

Thank You Very Much.
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