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This Story Discusses Threats Of Violence And Contains A Racial Slur.

Last February, Some 20 Men And Their Wives Gathered For Dinner At An Upscale Restaurant
In Spokane, Washington, For Their Annual Valentine’s Day Celebration. The Men Weren't Just
Friends; They Did Community Service Work Together. They Had Been Featured On Local
Television, Khakis And Baseball Caps, Delivering 1,200 Pounds Of Food To An Area Veterans’
Center; They Were Gearing Up For Their Next Food Drive, Which They Called Operation
Smash. A Few Days After The Holiday, The Men Went Camping In The Snow-Speckled
Mountains Outside Spokane, Where They Grilled Rib-Eyes And Bacon-Wrapped Asparagus
Over A Bontfire.



They Were Also Engaged In More Menacing Activities. They Assembled Regularly —
Sometimes Wearing Night-Vision Goggles In The Dark — To Practice Storming Buildings
Together With Semiautomatic Rifles. Their Drills Included Using Sniper Rifles To Shoot
Targets From Distances Of Half Mile. And They Belonged To A Shadowy Organization Whose
Members Were Debating, With Ever More Intensity, Whether They Should Engage In Mass-
Scale Political Violence.

They Were Among The Thousands Of Members Of American Patriots Three Percent, A Militia
That Has Long Been One Of The Largest In The United States And Has Mostly Managed To
Avoid Scrutiny. Its Ranks Included Cops And Convicted Criminals, Active-Duty U.S. Soldiers,
Small-Business Owners, Truck Drivers And Health Care Professionals. Like Other Militias,
AP3 Has A Vague But Militant Right-Wing Ideology, A Pronounced Sense Of Grievance And A
Commitment To Armed Action. It Has Already Sought To Shape American Life Through
Vigilante Operations: AP3 Members Have “Rounded Up” Immigrants At The Texas Border,
Assaulted Black Lives Matter Protestors And Attempted To Crack Down On People Casting
Absentee Ballots.

Now With The Presidential Election Less Than 100 Days Away, AP3 Members See The Fate Of
Their Country Turning On A Turbulent, Charged Campaign. They’re Certain That Democrats
Will Try To Steal — Not For The First Time, In Their View — The White House From



Donald Trump. “The Next Election Won’t Be Decided At A Ballot Box,” An AP3 Leader Wrote
Several Months Ago In A Private Telegram Chat. “It’ll Be Decided At The Ammo Box.”

He Has Said He Is Ready To Force His Way Into Voting Centers If Need Be, Or “Whatever It
Takes.”

The Public’s Impression Of American Militias Is Dominated By J6 2021. Groups Such As The
Proud Boys Had Plotted To Prevent The Transfer From Trump To Joe Biden. They Formed The
Vanguard Of The Mob That Stormed The Capitol That Day, According To The Department Of
Justice. Media Coverage Since Has Centered On The Prosecutions Of Participants, With
Hundreds Of Rioters Sent To Prison.

But Despite The Riot And Its Fallout, Militias Are Far From Extinct. AP3 Has Expanded At A
Dramatic Pace Since ]J6 While Keeping Much Of Its Activity Out Of View. This Rise Is
Documented In More Than 100, 000 Internal Messages Obtained By ProPublica, Spanning The
Run-Up To J6 Through Early 2024. Along With Extensive Interviews With 22 Current And
Former Members Of AP3, The Records Provide A Uniquely Detained Inside View Of The
Militia Movement At A Crucial Moment.

The Messages Reveal How AP3 Leaders Have Forged Alliances With Law Enforcement
Around The Country And Show The Ways In Which, Despite An Initial Crackdown By Social
Media, They Have Attracted A New Wave Of Recruits. A Change In The Political Climate Has



Also Helped: In A Matter Of Months After J6 Rioters Went From Pariahs To Heroes In The
Rhetoric Of Prominent Republican Politicians. By The Summer Of 2021 In AP3, Saying That
J6 Inspired Them To Join.

A Portrait Emerges Of A Group Alternating Between Focused Action And Self-Destructive
Chaos And Facing A Schism Over Whether Political Engagement Can Still Address Our
Nation’s Problems — Or Whether Violence Is The Only Option. It Can Be Hard To Discern
The Line Between Bluster And Imminent Threat In The Messages, A Perennial Struggle For FBI
Agents Who Monitor Paramilitary Groups. But Some Senior AP3 Members Grew So Alarmed
That They Quit, Scared By The Number Of People, Even High-Level Leaders, Advocating Acts
Of Terror.

The Materials Also Shed Light On What Former National Security Officials Say Is The Most
Urgent Questions Regarding Militias: Will J6 Prove The High Water Mark Of The Movement's
Violence Or Merely A Prelude To Something More Catastrophic. AP3 Leaders Have
Sometimes Characterized The Storming Of The Capitol As A Botched Job, A Failure Of Ill-
Formed Plans That Didn’t Go Far Enough. “The Jan. 6 Event Made The Movement Look Weak
And Uncommitted,” One Wrote A Year And A Half After The Riot In A Secret Channel. “Had
The House Been Taken For Real And Held We Would Be In A Different World”



This Is The Story Of A Militia Fighting For Its Survival, Determined Not To Make The Same
Mistake Twice.

“Life Is Too Fucking Short”

On A Thursday Afternoon In February 2021, Scot Seddon, National Commander Of AP3, Sent
An Audio To His Deputies In A Channel Open Only To The Group’s Leadership. A Former
Army Reservist, Seddon Had Founded AP3 When He Was In His 30s And Shaped It Into A

National Force. Now He Was 50, With A Receding Hairline, His Beard Overtaken By Gray. In
Videos From This Time, Typically Recorded In His Kitchen, Seddon Favored Baseball Caps

And Tight Shirts That Revealed His Bulky Shoulders And Trapezius Muscles. He Looked Like

An Aging Bro Who Had Just Returned From The Gym. “I Hate This Movement More Every
Day,” Seddon Said That February Day, “And I Really Don’t Even Want To Be A Part Of It
Anymore.”

It Had Been A Few Weeks Since The Capitol Riot. The FBI Was Already Arresting Leaders Of
The Proud Boys And Oath Keepers, Two Of AP3’s Prominent Counterparts. Another Militia

Was About To Dissolve. One Of Seddon’s Lieutenants Had Issued A Dark Forecast: The
Reaction To J6 Could Destroy Our Movement. Everyday Americans Will Recoil.



At Least Seddon Didn’t Have To Fear Going To Prison. AP3 Had Spent Weeks Preparing To
Go To Washington, DC, For Biden’s Inauguration On Jan. 20, With One Of His Top Deputies
Promising To “Mad Max This Shit.” Whether Through Luck, Foresight Or Miscalculation,
Seddon Had Decided To Save His Forces For That Event Rather Than Deploy Them At The J6
Rally. Plenty Of His Members Went Anyway; Some Fought With Police Officers On The
Capitol Steps. But They Were Under Orders Not To Wear The AP3 Insignia, According To Two
Former Lieutenants To Seddon, And The Organization Was Never Publicly Linked To The
Rioters.

That Did Not Save AP3 From The Fallout. Membership Plummeted. AP3ers Lost Friends And
Business. Active-Duty Police Quit Out Of Fear Of Losing Their Jobs.

What’s More, AP3’s Best Recruiting Tool Was Essentially Gone: Facebook Had Cracked Down
On Paramilitary Organizing. “Facebook Has Been Our Greatest Weapon. It's Gotten Us
Where We Are Today,” Seddon Told His Troops. He Later Described Those Months As A

Period Of Personal “Misery” And Self-Doubt. “I Had A Drinking Problem,” He Would
Confide To The Group. “The Bottle Was Consuming Me.”

By The Middle Of 2021, Some AP3 Leaders Were Ready To Give Up. In July, The Head Of Its
Arizona Chapter Announced He Was Stepping Down. “My Life Is Too Fucking Short To Beg
People To Do What's Right,” He Said. He Had Hardly Any Members Left In His State, And
Rebuilding Was Proving Impossible. Still, He Added, “It Has Been A Great Honor To Me To



Been Here (And Stayed Here) Through Some Of The Most Trying Times This Movement Has
Seen Since April 19, 1995.”

Nobody Needs To Explain That Date To A Militia Member. It Was The Day A Gulf War Veteran
With Militia Ties Named Timothy McVeigh Blew Up A Government Building In Oklahoma
City, Killing 168 People And Injuring Hundreds More. The Modern Militia Movement —
Loosely Speaking, A Wide Variety Of Groups Whose Shared Traits Are Military-Style Training,
An Affinity For Guns And A Belief That They Are The Last Line Of Defense Against The
Excesses Of The Government And The Left — Started In The Early 1990s And Had Been
Growing Rapidly. But After The Bombing, The Movement Crumbled. It Didn’t Recover Until
2008, When A Financial Crisis And Barack Obama’s Presidential Election Kindled a New
Generation Of Leaders Like Seddon.

But The Political Climate After J6 Would Be Very Different From The Period After McVeigh’s
Attack. Soon, Seddon’s Group Would Have Momentum Back On Its Side.

Lions And Men

Seddon Seems Like An Unlikely Commander Of A Paramilitary Organization. Raised In The
Suburbs Of Long Island, He Bounced Between Jobs Through His Early 40s, Including Stints As
The Manager For A Small-Time Rapper And As A Model. Seddon Appeared On Book Jackets,



Including A Vampire Romance Novel Titled “Love’s Last Bite.” And There He Was, In An

Awkward Shirtless Pose With A Woman In Lingerie, On The Cover Of “How To Handle A
Younger Man: A Collection Of Five Erotic Stories.”

It Was In Internet Forums For Models, During The Latter Years Of The George W Bush
Administration, Where Seddon’s Right-Wing Politics Started To Emerge Publicly. He Would

Engage In Lengthy Sparring With His Peers, Heckling Them With Insults: “We Dominate You
Libs” And You SOUND LIKE A FRENCHMEN Need I Say More?”

Seddon Grew Increasingly Alienated — He Would Later Say That He Felt “Very Alone” After
Obama Was Elected — And Engaged. He Became Active On A Facebook Page To Support Iraq
War Veterans. And Then, During Obama’s First Term, He Used That As A Launchpad To
Create AP3. At The Time, Seddon Did Not Yet Own A Firearm, According To One Of His First
Recruits.

Like Many Militias, AP3 Was Suffused With A Military Ethos. It Adopted The Hierarchy And
Nomenclature, With Ranks Such As “Command Sergeant Major.” One Credential Most
Conferred Authority: Military Service.

Seddon Described Himself As A Veteran And, In A Public Resume, Stated That He Had Served
In Operation Desert Storm. He Would Tell Army Stories To AP3 Members And Show Them A



Photo Of Himself As A Young Soldier. Even His Closest Confidants In The Group Were Left
With The Impression That He Had Substantial Military Experience.

But Seddon Did Not, In Fact, Serve In A Combat Zone. He Joined The Army Reserve, Without
Any Prior Stint In The Military, More Than A Year After Desert Storm Was Over, According To
His Discharge Papers And Military Personnel Records. His Active-Duty Tenure Lasted For
Five Months, The Documents Say, And Ended When He Finished His Initial Training.

Seddon Declined To Be Interviewed For This Article. Presented With An Extensive List Of
Written Questions, He Responded, “Lions Do Not Concern Themselves With The Opinions Of
Men.” [Ed. Note: One Can’t Help But Wonder If Mr Seddon Models The Clothing Line Of The

Comical Apparel Line, Lions Not Sheep.]

“J6 Made Me Want To Join”

Seddon’s Vision For AP3 Was Novel For The Time: A National Organization, With Chapters
Across The Country Operating Under His Command. After Obama Announced A Plan For
Tougher Gun Control In His Second Term, Membership Exploded, Former Leaders Said. One
Told ProPublica That Their Local Chapter Grew From Four Or Five People To Over 200 In Less
Than A Year.



By 2016, AP3 Had An Active Presence In 48 States, According To The Southern Poverty Law
Center — Larger Than Any Other Organization The Anti-Extremism Watchdog Was Tracking.
AP3 Was Part Of The Loose Confederation Known As The Three Percenters, A Set Of Right-
Wing Groups That Take Their Name From The Claim That Only 3% Of Colonists Fought In
The American Revolution. At Its Peak, By Seddon’s Likely Exaggerated Count, AP3 Had
40,000 To 50,000 Members. After The J6 Riot, Insiders And Experts Estimate The Total Was, At
Most, In The Low Thousands.

Seddon Set About Rebuilding The Group In 2021. It Was Difficult Initially And Made Even
Harder By His Own Struggles. When The Pandemic Started, He Had A Job As A Doctor’s
Technician In New York City, But He Refused To Get Vaccinated And Left The Medical Field.
He Tried To Get Licensed As A Realtor, Then As A Personal Trainer, And Found Gig Economy
Work Near Scranton, Pennsylvania. He Often Recorded Video Directives To His Troops From
His Car While Driving Between Deliveries For Uber Eats.

He Began Reinvigorating The Remnants Of His Command. His Communications Offered A
Mix Of Elements That His Followers Found Compelling. There Was Lots Of Posturing: “Fuck
The Federal Government,” He Offered As An Opener In One Video. “These Rats, These
Devils,” He Said In Another, “The Only Way They’re Going To Start Listening Is Fear.” But
Seddon Also Hailed His Members As Patriots, Heroes, And Praised Their Deeds With An
“Awesome Job Bro.” Seddon Traveled The Country. He Would Drop By At AP3’s Training



Exercises, Where Veterans Might Teach Close-Quarters Gun Combat At An Abandoned Car
Dealership Or Lead Sniper Rifle Practice At A Suburban Ranch.

Recruiting New Members And Unifying Old Ones — A Disparate Roster That Brought
Together Men With White Nationalists Ties And Black Military Vets — Demanded Constant
Effort. Seddon Avoided Getting Pinned Down On One Controversial Question: What
Precisely His Group’s Purpose Was. “Resisting All Efforts To Undermine Our Constitution
And The American Way Of Life,” AP3’s Mission Statement Read, At Once Lofty And Vague.
“Together We Will Return Our Country To The Glory It Once Was.” Many Members Were
Furious About COVID-19 Restrictions And The “LGBTQ Agenda.” Gun Control, They
Thought, Was An Injustice That Might Be Worth Dying Over. But Seddon Imposed No Litmus
Test. “We Have Some [Members] That Are Fixated On Muslims,” As One Leader Put It. Most
Are Fixated On Antifa And BLM.”

Under Seddon, AP3 Was Both An Armed Right-Wing Resistance Group And Something Akin
To A Rotary Club; Camaraderie Was As Important A Draw As Ideology. AP3 Members
Patrolled City Streets With AR-15-Style Rifles And Baseball Bats During Black Lives Matters
Protests. They Practiced Attacking Dummies With Knives. But They Also Taught Each Other
How To Save Money On Groceries Through Gardening And Organized Seminars Where They

Wrote Reports On Each Constitutional Amendment. One Member Said The Group Dispatched
Trucks Filled With Clothes And Furniture To His Family After A Wildfire Destroyed Their



House. AP3 Had Its Own Monthly Magazine, With Militia News In The Front Pages And
Word Games For Kids In The Back.

By August 2021, Seddon’s Lieutenants Noticed That The Backlash To The Capitol Riot Was
Starting To Dissipate. A New Type Of Member Was Signing Up. “J6 Made Me Want To Join,”
A Recruit Wrote That Month In A Telegram Channel. He Hadn’t Been Part Of A Militia Before,
He Explained, But Seeing How “True Patriots” Were Being Treated, “It Was Time To Actually
Do Something.”

Seddon Sought Ways To Capitalize On The Improving Political Climate. In Alabama,
Members Fanned Out To Shops Around The State, Where They Dropped Stacks Of Business
Cards Encouraging Patriots To “Do Your Part.” “The APIII Alabama Recruitment Line Has

Rang Non Stop Today,” A Leader Reported Back Afterward. “I Honestly Wasn’t Expecting It
To Get This Big.”

In Washington State, AP3 Members In The Military Reserves Touted The Militia To Fellow
Reservists During Their Units’ Regular Monthly Drills. One Chapter Looked Into Purchasing
Billboard Ads. In Internal Chats, Many Members Agreed The “Best Place To Recruit” Is
Veterans Affairs Facilities.



By The Fall, They Had Arrived At A More Efficient Method. Facebook’s Public Posture Hadn't
Wavered. AP3 Was Still On Its List Of Banned “Dangerous Organizations.” Again And Again
In Press Releases, The Company Said Its Efforts To Combat Militias Were Stronger Than Ever.

Inside AP3, Though, Leaders Were Seeing Something Different: The Social Media Giant Was
Gradually Loosening Its Controls.

A Meta Spokesperson Said Facebook Was Still Actively Working To Keep AP3 Off Its Platform.
“This Is An Adversarial Space,” She Said, “And We Often See Instances Of Groups Or
Individuals Taking On New Tactics To Avoid Detection And Evade Our Policies And

Enforcement.

Seddon Would Soon Tell Leaders There Were “Huge Opportunities To Recruit Using
Facebook” Again. AP3 Experienced Such An Influx Of Aspiring Members That Leaders
Struggled To Keep Up. “GUYS WE REALLY NEED SOME HELP,” One Of Seddon’s Deputies
Wrote In A Typical Appeal In An Internal Chat. “GOT 175 PEOPLE WAITING TO GET IN.”

It Was A Sorely Needed Shot Of Adrenaline.

“Our Force Multiplier”



In The View Of Many AP3 Leaders, Their Chances Of Success Hinged On Building Alliances
With Another Heavily Armed Sector Of Society: Police And Sheriffs’ Departments. If They
Couldn’t Get The Agencies To Fight Alongside Them, They At Least Needed The Cops To
Leave Them Alone. Many Organizations Like AP3 Share This Approach; A Leaked FBI
Counterterrorism Guide From 2015 Noted That Investigations Of “Militia Extremists” Often
Find “Active Links” To Law Enforcement Officers.” The Details Of Those Efforts Rarely Come
Into Public View.

One Test Of That Strategy Occurred In Kenosha, Wisconsin, As The Prosecution Of Kyle
Rittenhouse Was Winding To A Close In 2021. When Black Lives Matter Protests And Civil
Unrest Overtook Kenosha The Year Before, Rittenhouse Had Ventured Into A Scrum With A

Semiautomatic Rifle And Killed Two People. Prosecutors Called It Murder; Rittenhouse Called
It Self-Defense. Within AP3, He’d Become A Folk Hero. “Kyle Represents Every One Of Us,”
One Leader Said.

In September 2021, With Rittenhouse’s Trial Two Months Away, AP3 Leaders Were Preparing
For What Would Happen After The Verdict. If He Were Acquitted, There Might Be Riots In
Kenosha. And If There Were Riots, The Militia Might Deploy A Team That Could Be In The
Same Position As Rittenhouse Had Been In, Walking Armed Into A Volatile Situation. They

Wanted Local Law Enforcement On Their Side.



The Head Of AP3’s Wisconsin Chapter, A Truck Driver, Had Already Contacted The Kenosha
County Sheriff. He’d Invited A Couple Of Local Officers Over For Beers, Too. The Sheriff
Wasn’t Interested In Help From A Militia, The Chapter Head Reported In An Internal Chat.
(The Sheriff Did Not Respond To Attempts To Seek Comment.) Seddon Told Him He Wasn't
Trying Hard Enough: “I Hate These Kinds Of Excuses.”

On Sept. 20, Seddon Recorded A Speech With More Full-Throated Instructions For Courting
Law Enforcement. He Already Had Officers As Members: One AP3 Leader In Alabama Would
Send Video Messages While Driving In His Police Uniform. Seddon Wanted To Move Up The

Chain Of Command. “We Need To Pick The Good Apples And We Need To Have Them
Infiltrate The Minds Of Those On The Inside That Stand On The Fence,” He Said. It’s Like
Building An Army.”

He Knew That Was Harder To Achieve When You're Seen As Anti-Government Extremists. So
Seddon Had Created A Playbook For Presenting AP3 As A Misunderstood Club For Good
Samaritans. Leaders Encouraged Members To Get Local Police Departments Involved In

AP3’s Food Drives For Homeless People. Seddon Emphasized That These Community Service
Projects, A Source Of Pride For Many Members, Were Invaluable Public Relations Coups.

Rallies And To Police Officers. This Was A Branding Decision To Make People Like Cops Feel



Comfortable Supporting Or Joining AP3, Seddon Said In Internal Messages, Even Though “We
All Know Better.”

Seddon Pushed Members To Contact Sheriffs In Their Regions And Had His Deputies Send
Excel Spreadsheets To The Militia’s Rank And File. The Documents Listed Every Sheriff In
Each Member’s State, With Columns To Mark Whether They Were Republicans And
“Friendly.”

Sometimes It Came Easily. During The 2022 Election, The County Where Burley Ross, Head
Of AP3’s North Carolina Chapter, Lived Had An Open Seat For Sheriff. In An Interview With
ProPublica, Ross Said He Approached Both Candidates And Asked: If The Federal
Government Wanted You To Take Someone’s Guns, What Would You Do?

“I'm 100% Not Taking Someone’s Guns,” Scott Hammonds, The Republican Candidate,
Responded, According To Ross. When His Democratic Opponent Said He’d Enforce The Law,
Ross Suggested That If He Tried That, Someone Would Leave The Encounter In A Body Bag.

Hammonds Won. Then As Sheriff, He Became An “Off The Books” Member Of AP3,
According To Messages Ross Sent In Internal Chats. Some Of Hammonds’ Deputies Started
Training With The Group, Ross Wrote. “For Us To Train With The Deputies, That’'s A Plus For
Us,” He Told ProPublica, “Because We Understand How They Work.” ProPublica Could Not



Independently Confirm Hammonds” Relationship With The Group. Hammonds Did Not
Respond To Repeated Requests For Comment.

Police Officers Weren’t The Only Ones Quietly Allying With AP3. Some Lawmakers Did, Too.
Among Them Was A North Carolina State Legislator Who Was An Off-The-Books Member,
Ross Wrote In An Internal Chat. It Was Keith Kidwell, Leader Of the State House Freedom

Caucus. (Ross Asked ProPublica To Make Clear He Did Not Name Kidwell Or Hammonds In

Interviews And That ProPublica Identified Them Using The AP3 Messages It Obtained.
Kidwell Did Not Respond To Requests For Comment.)

AP3’s “Commanding Officer” In Oklahoma, Ed Eubanks, Took An Especially Calculated
Approach To Cultivating Ties With Police. A Competitive Shooter Who Said He’d Been A
Sniper In The Special Forces, Eubanks Was Older Than Most In The Militia, In His 60s And
Retired. He Was An “Outcast” In His Liberal Family, He Wrote To A Group Of About 100
Militia Members, Echoing A Common Theme In The Group. He Had A Lot Of Time To
Dedicate To AP3.

Eubanks Announced In A 2021 Internal Chat That He Was Setting Up “A PR Team To Start
Making Inroads” With Law Enforcement Across Oklahoma. He Let Officers Use Shooting
Ranges On His Property. He Built A Barbecue Smoker With “APIII” On The Side To Use For
Meet-And-Greets With Police Departments. It Was Just The Sort Of Creativity Seddon Was



Hoping For.

Eubanks Would Claim Success With Multiple Law Enforcement Agencies, Particularly The
Oklahoma City Police Force. Messages from 2020 Show The Courtship In Its Beginnings.
Eubanks Described His Plan To Stage A Counterprotest At An Upcoming “Defund The Police”
Rally In Oklahoma City In Order To “Build A Better Relationship With The OKCPD.” After
The Rally, Eubanks Reported That He Had Made Connections With City Police Officers Who

Would Be Giving Him Intel (And Barbecue — They’d Invited AP3 Members To A Cookout At
Police Union Headquarters After The Event).

In The Years That Followed, The Invitations To Functions At The Union Lodge Continued,
According To Messages From Eubanks And Another AP3 Member. Eubanks Said Police
Notified Him When Rallies Were Happening And That The Militia Got “Minute By Minute
Updates” From Officers At Some Events.

A Spokesperson For The Oklahoma City Police Department Said It Was “Going To Pass” On A
Request For An Interview And Did Not Respond To Detailed Written Questions. Mark
Nelson, President Of The Local Fraternal Order Of Police, Said That AP3 Was Never Invited To
An Official Union Event, But That Officers Can Host Private Events At The Union Lodge And
He Would “Have No Idea” Who Was Invited. [Ed. Note: Wink, Wink. Oink, Oink.] In
Response To Detailed Questions, Eubanks Declined To Comment.



One Of Eubanks” Members Said He Pretended To Be A Black Lives Matter Supporter At One
Protest In The City Because Police Had Asked AP3 To Embed A Member Inside BLM And
Report Back. “The Demonic Presence There When The Leaders Showed Up,” The Member
Wrote, “Was Downright Oppressive.”

ProPublica Could Not Determine The Full Extent Of AP3’s Ties To The Oklahoma City Police,
But Eubanks Contended In A Message That His Efforts Were “Worth Every Second.” As He
Put It In Another Message, “This Will Be Our Force Multiplier When The Time Arises.”

AP3 On Patrol

By Mid-2022, Seddon Was Growing Ebullient. He’d Toned Down His Drinking, He Told His
Comrades. In Videos, He Looked Clean Cut And Slimmed Down. Recruiting Was Booming,
With As Many As 50 People Applying Each Day. His Members Were Providing Security
Details For County GOP Events Again. And The Militia’s First Major Operation Since The
Capitol Riot Was Well Underway.

Seddon Had Sounded A Call To Arms In Late 2021. Illegal Border Crossings Were Surging,
And The Texas Governor Declared That His State Was “Abandoned” By The Federal
Government. “Our Country Is Being Invaded At The Southern Border,” Seddon Said.



“Haitians, Middle Easterners, South American Invaders That Are Coming In.” He Had About
20 Members Preparing To Deploy To Quemado, Texas, He Said, And Was Seeking More
Volunteers.

Anyone Interested Would Need To Bring An AR-15-Style Carbine And A Semiautomatic Pistol.
They Would Conduct Vigilante Patrols, A Regular Feature At The Border Since The 1970s.
Another Leader Explained The Rules. “It Is A Felony To Detain These Folks Under Texas

Law,” He Said. “We Can Only Report To The Authorities, But We Are Allowed To Carry Live
Rounds.”

Many Members Said They Didn’t Want To Go If They Couldn’t Kill Migrants. “The Most
Heard Comment I Get” Is “There Is Only One Way To Stop Them,” One Leader Told Seddon.
AP3 Joined Forces With Another Militia And Soon Had Members In Quemado, Sleeping At A

Christian Charity 1,000 Feet From The Rio Grande.

The Charity’s Leaders, Terrified Of The Mexican Cartels That Helped Transport Some
Migrants, Were Initially Grateful For The Support. They Put The Militiamen Up In Twin Bunk
Beds In Little Rooms That Resembled A Hospital Ward. AP3 Would Keep A Presence At The
Border For At Least The Next Year And A Half. Their Members Caught Migrants And Turned
Them Over To The Authorities. In Time, Messages Claim, They Were Patrolling Over 10,000
Acres Of Land.



Eubanks Helped Lead The Operation. At Night, He’d Split Members Up To Cover More
Ground. Then He Would Don Camouflage Fatigues And Venture Alone Into The Pitch
Darkness, A Shotgun In His Hand.

In Internal Chats, Eubanks Bragged About The Allies They’d Cultivated, Including Brad Coe,
A Cowboy-Hat-Wearing Local Sheriff Who Had Publicly Praised Border Militias And
Regularly Discussed Immigration On Fox News. Coe Shared Intel With Him And Discussed
The Idea Of Eubanks “Running A Bush Team To Track The Cartel,” Eubanks Told Seddon And
Others. Eubanks Complained In The Chats That The Texas Department Of Public Safety Was
“Refusing To Work With Us” But Said AP3 Was Collaborating With The Border Patrol And The
National Guard, Who Installed “Observation Pads For Us To Use Along The River.”

The Partnerships Didn’t Always Go Smoothly. Once, An AP3 Member Got Into An Argument
With A National Guardsman That Turned Physical. “He Kicked The Shit Out Of The National
Guardsman,” Ross, Who Helped Coordinate The Operation, Told ProPublica. “I Called Him
And Said, “You Cannot Beat Up The National Guardsmen Any More.”” (Local Law
Enforcement Arrived But Decided Not To Make Any Arrests, According To Ross.)

Coe Did Not Respond To Requests For Comment. A Border Patrol Spokesperson Did Not
Address ProPublica’s Questions About Its Agents But Said That Civilians “Involving
Themselves In Border Security Related Activities” Is “Unlawful” And “Dangerous.”



In Response To Detailed Questions, The Texas Military Department, Which Oversees The Texas
National Guard, Issued A One-Sentence Statement: “The Texas Military Department Does Not
Provide Support To Or Operate With Local Militias.

As The Operation Expanded, Eubanks Sent Back Pictures Of Hundreds Of Migrants The
Militias Had “Rounded Up,” Huddled On The Ground, Often Surrounded By Border Patrol Or
What Appear To Be National Guard Members. The Militiamen Would Return Excited After
Stopping A Group At Gunpoint, According To Lorraine Mercer, The Charity’s Ministry
Director, Who Got To Know The Men Over Many Months As Their Host. They Didn’t Always
Wait For Government Agents To Arrive, Mercer Said. “Some Of Them Were Trying To Run
Them Back Into Mexico,” She Told ProPublica. They’d Say, “We’ll Handle Them, The Border
Patrol Doesn’t Know What They’re Doing.”

Seddon Wanted The Operation To Get Even More Ambitious. And He Had A Scheme He
Thought Could Make That Possible. “The Bottom Line Is We Need To Start Making Money,”
He Told State Leaders In July 2022. His Answer Was To Create A Nonprofit Called American

Community Outreach Network.

ACON’s Website Gave No Indication Of Its Ties To AP3. It Was Advertised As A Charity That
Provided Services In Disaster Zones And To Disadvantaged Youth.



But In Internal Chats, Seddon Was Explicit That ACON Was A Way To Fund The Militia. “I
Want Every Single One Of Us To Get Fucking Rich,” He Said In One Video. “I Want To Be
Sitting On A Yacht In Two Years With Every One Of You,” He Said In Another. Members
Would Receive A 20% Cut Of Any Donations They Brought In, He Promised.

This Was More Than A Get-Rich-Quick Ploy, In Seddon’s Telling. It Could Help AP3 Thrive In
The Post-]J6 Era. “I Feel Reborn,” He Said As The Plan Moved Ahead. Imagine If People
Didn’t Need To Juggle Militia Duties With Their Day Jobs, “1f Every One Of Us Had The

Ability To Do This Full-Time,” He Said. It'd Be So Much Easier To Mobilize Troops To The
Border Or Anywhere Else.

“It's Going To Be A Blood Bath”

“This Election Is Do Or Die For Us,” Seddon Told His Lieutenants In August 2022. The
Midterm Elections Were Months Away, And Democrats Controlled The White House And Both
Chambers Of Congress. If We Can’t Retake Congress Now, Seddon Said In A Video, “We're In

Real, Real Deep Shit.” He Had A Plan To Get Involved.

Seddon Wanted AP3 To Fan Out Across The Country, Stake Out Ballot Boxes And Deter
Fraudulent Voting, Which He Claimed Was Rampant During The 2020 Election.



“We’re Trying To Persuade These People Maybe That’s Not Such A Good Idea,” Seddon Said
About Supposed Liberal Ballot Stuffers. “There’s A Large Group Of What Look Like Some

Pretty Badass Patriots Outside.” The Operation Was Shortly Underway In Arizona, Colorado
And Michigan, Though It's Unclear How Many Members Heeded Seddon’s Call.

Absentee Ballots Had Barely Made It Into Voters” Mailboxes Before It All Went Away. Eubanks
Posted A Handheld Video Of A Television Screen In An Internal Chat: “NBC Nightly News”
Was Showing Surveillance Footage Of A Man In Maricopa County, Arizona. The Man Hadn’t
Been Identified, But Inside AP3, They Knew Who He Was: A Marine Veteran Named Elias

Humiston. Several Years Before, He Had Pleaded Guilty To An Illegal Firearm Discharge.
Now He Was At The Center Of A National News Cycle.

Humiston Was Captured On Camera Outside A Drop Box For Absentee Ballots. His Face Was
Masked, And He Had A Handgun And Wore A Tactical Vest. He Had Gotten Into A
Confrontation With A Woman Who Tried To Record His License Plate, Prompting The Sheriff’s
Department To Arrive.

“Now The DOJ Is Involved,” Eubanks Wrote Four Days After The Incident. Government
Attorneys Said Such Activities Could Constitute Illegal Voter Intimidation. But The
Authorities Didn’t Appear To Know That The Anonymous Vigilante Was A Part Of AP3.



Humiston Had Held A Leadership Role In AP3 And Had Recently Won An Award From The

Militia For His Work At The Border. He Promptly Resigned “To Protect” AP3, Records Show.

He Was Never Charged With A Crime Or Publicly Linked To The Militia. (Humiston Did Not
Respond To Requests For Comment.)

Some Leaders Said That Humiston’s Efforts “Efforts Should Be Applauded.” Another Camp
Saw The Mission As A Foolhardy Mistake By Seddon. “Poorly Planned And Horribly
Executed,” One Leader Called It.

Seddon Told Everyone To Stop Acting Like Cowards. “If It’s Not This, It's The Fact That We're
White, That We’re Christian,” He Said. [Ed. Note: Au Contraire, Mr Seddon. It's Because You
And Your Band Of Menacing Primates Are Delusional Fabulist M-O-R-O-N-S.] The DOJ Is
“Going To Come At Us No Matter What We Do,” Seddon Continued. “Communism — That’s
Where This Country Is Leading If We Don’t Take a Stand.”

Seddon Had Always Had A Short Fuse. But He Was Becoming Increasingly Militant And
Inflammatory, According To Several Longtime Members. [Ed. Note: Remind You Of Anyone?]
In Messages, He Raged Against “Pedophilia” In Schools And The “Panels Of Blacks”
“Disrespecting White Americans” On MSNBC. When Congress Increased The IRS” Budget, He
Declared That Revenue Agents Were Coming To “Kill Our Kids.” Once In A Voice Note He
Recorded While Driving, He Paused. “I Almost Ran Over This Nigger,” Seddon Said. “I Am



Not Racist — Just These Dirty Fucks Walking These Streets. [Ed. Note: It Is Quite Remarkable
That This Guy Didn’t Find Himself Asshole-Deep In QAnon’s Whacked Bullshit.}

Seven Former Leaders Told ProPublica They Became Alarmed By How The Rhetoric Was
Shifting In AP3. In The Days After J6, Seddon Had Suppressed Calls For Violence, Telling
Members Who Wanted To Assassinate Politicians To Stand Down. But He Had Stopped Acting
As A Voice Of Restraint, Even As Such Talk Increased.

One Morning In August 2022, An Ex-Cop With At Least 100 AP3 Members Under His
Command Announced A Mysterious Initiative. He Had Previously Said It Was Time To Take A
Violent Stand Against Black Lives Matter: “We Will Have To Suffer And Some Will Die,” He
Said, But He Was “Tired Of Waiting.” Now He Said He Planned To Assemble A “Tac Team” Of
“Those Who Will Do What Others Won’t.”

A Ditferent Afternoon, A Different Leader Put Forward His Own Proposal. “We Havnt Made
Any Head Way In The Last 5 Plus Years,” He Wrote. Let’s Pick A Date And Descend On
Government Buildings Across The Country, He Suggested, And Then Kill The Officials
Who've Committed Treason. “Time To Stack Body’s Up.” (Two Others Told Him To Arrange
A Secret Meeting Offline.)



After The 2022 Midterms, Ross Made A Plea In An Internal Chat. “APIII AND EVERY OTHER
PATRIOT Group Seems To Want A Fight,” He Wrote. “A War Will Leave No Winners.” Ross,
Too, Believed That Civil War Was Inevitable, But He Pushed For The Group To Focus On
Grassroots Politics In The Meantime. “There’s Going To Be Time To Be Violent,” He Told
ProPublica. “I'm The Type Of Person Who's Like, ‘Now Is Not The Time.” In AP3, That Made
Him A Moderate.

A Growing Faction Had Lost Hope In The Democratic Process. Elections And Activism Are
Pointless, They Maintained; Even The Midterms Were Rife With Fraud. They Felt Out Of
Alternatives. Their Talk Was Now A Steady Drumbeat:

“Get It Over With I'll Die With Honor.”

“It’s Going To Be A Blood Bath.”

“When Does AP3 As A Whole Say, That’s Enough And Stand Up?”

“T Know Where You Live”

Seddon’s Downfall Started Around The Turn Of This Year. An AP3 Member, Increasingly



Suspicious, Had Obtained A Copy Of His Military Discharge Papers. That Was Enough To
Cause An Explosion. After Years Of Touting His Army Experience, Seddon’s Secret Was
Exposed.

He Tried To Suppress The Uprising That Ensued. He Threatened A Former Leader Who
Confronted Him About The Records In Private. “I Know Where You Live,” Seddon Wrote On
Facebook Messenger. “Tread Careful.” Ross Accused Seddon Of Stolen Valor And Was Kicked
Out.

Seddon’s Command Quickly Began To Unravel. A Rumor Started To Spread: Law
Enforcement Was Investigating The ACON Scheme. The Charity Had Never Taken Off. One
Of Seddon’s Ex-Deputies Told ProPublica It Raised Less Than $5,000. But Its Website Falsely

Advertised It As A 501(c)(3) Nonprofit Authorized To Accept Tax-Deductible Donations,
Which The IRS Said Is Not True.

Leaders Who Had Spent Months Encouraging The Initiative Now Condemned ACON As A
Scam To Put Money In Seddon’s Pocket. “Not Volunteering For A RICO Trial,” One Member
Wrote In A Side Chat, Referring To The Racketeering Statute That Prosecutors Use To Take
Down The Mafia. In The Spring, State Chapters Began To Defect From AP3 In Droves.



Soon Seddon Lost A Significant Majority Of His Organization. Former Leaders Estimate That
About 10 State Chapters Stayed On, Leaving Him To Try To Rebuild The Militia’s Presence
Everywhere Else.

Seddon Appears Undaunted. He’s Lost A Large Chunk Of His Membership Before And
Managed To Recover. (Meanwhile, The Instability Of His Career Continues. Recently, He
Started A Business That Offers “Fast Cash” To Cancer Patients Who Sign Over Their Life
Insurance Policies.)

His Recent Setbacks Seem To Have Only Made Him More Volatile. Toward The End Of
Trump’s Criminal Trial In May, Seddon Wrote On Facebook That Judge Juan Merchan Was
Treating The Former President Unfairly. “This Guy Needs To Meet His Maker,” Seddon Said.
He Followed Up By Posting The Judge’s Home Address.

Facebook Shut Down His Account, Which He’d Long Been Using To Promote The Militia. The

Platform Conducted A Large Enforcement Action Against AP3 In June, According To The Meta

Spokesman, Removing 40 Pages, 15 Groups And 600 Accounts That “Were Mostly Focused On

Recruitment.” The Spokesperson Said Facebook Strengthened Its Policies At The Beginning Of

The Year “To Take An Even Stricter Approach To Enforcement Against This Group And Other
Banned Militia Organizations.”



Seddon Was Back On Social Media, This Time On TikTok, After The Assassination Attempt On
Trump In July. “This Was A Direct Attack On Us,” He Said. “We Need To Become Fucking
Lions.”

AP3’s Travails Have Not Been Unique. Since The Capitol Riot, The Militia Movement Has
Grown More Fractured And Decentralized. This May Make It Harder For One Leader To Spur
Mass Action. It Could Also Make It Harder For One Leader To Prevent Mass Action And For
Law Enforcement To Track The Groups And Intervene.

The Presidential Election Could Propel The Militia Movement In A Darker Direction. Experts
Worry That A Trump Loss Could Spark Violence From Those Who Feel It’s Their Only Option,
Especially If He Once Again Refuses To Accept The Results. If Trump Wins And Fulfills His
Promise To Pardon J6 Defendants, They Fear The Most Radical Wing Of His Party Could Take
It As A License For More Extreme Action.

AP3 May Have Splintered, But Its Former Members Have Mostly Just Moved On To Other
Militias. John Valle, Seddon’s Former Third In Command, Sees The Movement’s Future As
Consisting Of State Groups, Operating Independently But Coordinating On Secure Messaging

Apps.



He Said That The 286 Members Of His Washington Chapter Are Now Operating As Their Own
Independent Group. They Didn’t Want To Get Caught Up In AP3’s Potential Legal Problem:s,
But Their Mission Remains The Same. As Valle Put It, “We're Just Rebranding.”

g

Alex Mierjeski Contributed Research.

[Ed. Note: ProPublica Is The Gold Standard In Long Form, Deep Dive Investigative
Journalism. This Is The Organization Which Outed “Crooked Clarence” Thomas’s
Unreported Gifts And Egregious Conflicts Of Interest. Were I To Win One Of These
Ridiculous National Lotteries, One Of The First Things I'd Do Is Make A Robust
Seven-Figure Contribution To ProPublica.]



