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In 1960, The Eisenhower Administration Began Counting The Number Of Foreign Nationals 
“Apprehended “ Or “Encountered” By What Was Then Called The U.S. Border Control When 

Crossing Into The U.S. Over Its Southern Border With Mexico.  These Figures Have Been 
Published And Closely Monitored Through The Years, And There Has Never Been Anything 

Like The Numbers We Are Seeing Now.  A Human Tsunami Of Previously Unfathomable
Size — Border Patrol Has To Handle More Than 7.6 Million Border Crossers In 36 Months —

Has Smashed Every Record, With Each Year’s Numbers Exceeding The Previous Year’s Record 
In Stair-Stepping Fashion.  

Of The Over 7.6 Million Illegals Encountered By Border Patrol Since January 2021, The 
Number Allowed To Stay Inside The U.S. Is Somewhere North Of Five Million.  But With The 
Percentage Of Those Allowed To Stay Now Approaching 100 Percent, If Current Trends Hold, 

The Total Allowed To Remain In The U.S. Under The Biden Administration Will Reach Ten 
Million By Next January.  



The U.S. Has Experienced Surges Of Illegal Immigration In The Past, But These Have Been 
Brought Quickly Under Control By Implementing Policies To Deter, Block, Detain, And Deport 

Illegal Immigrants.  Not This Time.  To Put The Current Numbers In Perspective, Consider 
That Jeh Johnson, President Obama’s Director Of Homeland Security, Told MSNBC That In His 

Time In Office — When The Number Of Illegal Crossings Was Relatively Low — He 
Considered It Bad If Apprehensions Exceeded 1,000 A Day, Because Anything More Than That  
“Overwhelms The System.”  Over The Past Three Years, Apprehensions Have Averaged About 

6,940 Per Day.

Even With A Surge In Illegal Crossings In 2019 — This Was Due To A Legal Loophole That 
Encouraged Illegals To Cross With Minors — The Trump Administration Had Brought 

Apprehensions Down To Between 800 And 1,500 A Day In His Final Year In Office, The Lowest 
Numbers In 45 Years.  Four Months Into The Biden Administration, Apprehensions Spiked To 

About 6,000 Per Day.  There Were 2.4 Million Apprehensions In 2022, A Daily Average Of 6,575.  
In 2023 There Were Three Million Apprehensions, A Daily Average Of 8,219.  Entering 2024, 

Apprehensions Were Up To 12,000 To 15,000 Per Day.

The Reality Is Even Worse, Because These Numbers Do Not Include The People Who Entered 
The U.S. Illegally Without Being Apprehended — Sometimes Referred To As “Gotaways” — A 
Number The Border Patrol Estimates But Does Not Make Public.  That Estimate Over The Past 
Three Years Is Two Million, Bringing The Three-Year Total Of Illegal Immigrants To Ten Million 

— A Number Equivalent To The Population Of Greater London Or Greater Chicago.



But These Are Just Numbers.  Who Are These People?  They Are Internationally Diverse: 45 
Percent Come From 170 Countries Outside The Traditional Origin Of Mexico And Central 

America.  Many Are Unaccompanied Minors: 448,000 To Date.  More Than 330 As Of 
November 2023 Are On The FBI’s Terrorist Watch List.  Many Are Murderers, Rapists, 

Kidnappers, And Violent Criminals.  More Than A Million Have Been Lawfully Ordered 
Deported By Judges In The U.S. But Remain In Our Country Regardless.  The Dismissal By 

The Executive Branch Of Our Government Of Hundreds Of Thousands Of Cases Of 
Immigration Law Violations Is Unprecedented.

It Is Worth Noting Some Other Firsts:  Mexico’s Crime Syndicates And Their Paramilitary 
Forces Have Never Earned So Much Money From Cross-Border Smuggling, And It Is Reported 

That Their Proceeds From Human Smuggling Are Surpassing Those From Drug Smuggling 
For The First Time.  Never Before Have The Border Patrol’s 19,000 Agents Been Ordered To 

Abandon Vast Stretches Of The Border To Conduct Administrative Intake Duty.  Never Have 
So Many Immigrants Died To Take Advantage Of Policies That All But Guarantee Quick 

Release Into The U.S.  Never Has Our Government Explicitly Refused To Enforce Immigration 
Laws Requiring Detention And Deportation Of Illegal Immigrants On The Grounds That 

Those Requirements Are Cruel And Inhumane — Instead Adopting Ad Hoc Policies Aimed At 
Providing “Safe, Orderly, And Humane Pathways” Into the U.S. For Illegal Border Crossers.  
And Never Has There Been Anything Like The Current Conveyor-Belt Policy To Distribute 

Millions Of Illegals Throughout The American Interior.

This Crisis Is Not The Result Of Incompetence, But Of Purposeful Policies.  What Is More, 
America’s Establishment Media Has Largely Abdicated Its Duty To Report On The Crises, 



Refusing To Acknowledge An Event That Is Having A Greater Impact Than Almost Any Other 
In The World Today.  One Can Only Assume That The Reason For This Is Partisan Bias: After 
All, The Crisis Can Easily Be Traced To An Identifiable Moment In Time — Inauguration Day 

2021.  

Prior To That Day, The Trump Administration Had Brought The Southern Border Largely 
Under Control Using Four Key Policies.

Diplomatic Big Sticks:  The U.S. Gained Mexico’s Cooperation By Threatening Ruinous Trade 
Tariffs Of Up To 28 Percent On Mexican Goods.  We Gained The Cooperation Of Central 

American Nations By Threatening To Freeze U.S. Foreign Aid.  The Cooperation Of These 
Countries Consisted Of Two Things: Accepting Deported Illegals From The U.S. And Using 

Their Military And Police To Block Incoming Immigrants At Their Own Borders.

Remain In Mexico:  Border Patrol Was Required To Return Apprehended Immigrants 
Immediately To Mexico, Where They Had To Wait Out The Long Duration Of Asylum 

Processing, Rather Than Releasing Them To Disappear Inside The U.S.  

Safe Third Country.  Immigrants Who Had Passed Through Designated “Safe Third 
Countries” (Including Guatemala, Honduras, And Mexico) On Their Way To The U.S. Without 

Applying For Asylum In One Of Those Countries Were Automatically Deported With No 
Chance To Claim Asylum In The U.S.



Title 42:  This Pandemic-Control Health Order Required Rapid Deportations To Mexico 
Without The Option To Claim Asylum, Of All Immigrants Caught Illegally Crossing The U.S. 

Border.

During The 2020 Campaign, Candidate Biden Promised To Undo Trump Policies Within The 
First 100 Days, To Include Ending Detention And Deportation Of Illegal Immigrants.  On 

January 20, 2021 He Began To Follow Through.  Four New U.S. Policies And A New Mexican 
Law Are The Chief Drivers Of The Immigration Tsunami We See Today.  

The Tariff Threat Against Mexico Was Withdrawn And Full Foreign Aid To All Central 
American Nations Was Restored, Freeing These Countries To End Cooperation With U.S. 

Efforts To Stem Illegal Immigration.  This Marked The End Of The Remain In Mexico Policy.

The Title 42 Pandemic Rapid Expulsion Policy Was Waived For Most Families With Children 
Under Ten, For All Unaccompanied Minors, For Pregnant Women, And For Many Single 

Adults From Nations That Would Not Accept Deportees. 

Two Days After The 2020 Election, The Mexican Government Passed A Law Prohibiting The 
Detention Of Families, Pregnant Women, And Unaccompanied Minors.  It Then Released 

Thousands Of Families From 58 Mexican Detention Centers Ten Days Before President Biden 
Took Office.



The Biden Administration Established An Ad Hoc Border Patrol Turnstile Honor System By 
Which Title 42-Exempted Families And Others Were Released Into the U.S. With A Promise To 

Report Back Later; This Catch-And-Release Approach Came Eventually To Incorporate The 
Aforementioned Conveyor-Belt Policy, With Border Patrol Delivering Illegals To Non-

Governmental Organizations That Would Arrange Bus And Air Travel To Cities Around The 
U.S.  

To Give The False Impression Of Fewer Illegal Crossings, The Biden Administration Created 
An Ad Hoc System That Allowed Hundreds Of Thousands Of Illegal Immigrants To Use A 
Cell Phone App Called CBP One To Schedule “Pre-Approved” Entries At Border Crossings 

And U.S. Airports.  

Those Who Seek To Come To the U.S. Illegally Are Rational Actors.  They Are More Willing To 
Pull Up Stakes And Come When They Think The Effort And Expense Will Pay Off.  The 

Typical Cost For The Dangerous Journey Is $10,000 Per Person Paid To Smugglers.  Few Will 
Take The Gamble When The Odds Are Against Them.  It’s A Different Matter When The Odds 

Move Dramatically In Favor Of Success As They Did In January 2021.  

Toward The End Of The Trump Administration, Border Patrol Used Title 42 To Deport Nearly 
90 Percent Of Apprehended Illegals.  The Biden Administration Immediately Reduced That 
Number To 60.  By 2023, Title 42 Deportations Were Down To 35 Percent.  And On May 12, 

2023, The Biden Administration Formally Ended Title 42, And With It All Instant Expulsions.
U.S. Intelligence Had Predicted Would Lead To Between 14,000 And 18,000 Crossings A Day,



And That Prediction Turned Out To Be Right.  As I Recently Reported, It Appears That The 
Biden Administration RecentlyTook Steps To Reduce These Numbers — Most Likely In 

Response To Public Outrage In An Election Year — Though It Remains To Be Seen How Long 
This Will Last.

It Is Too Early To Gauge The Full Impact Of The Ongoing Settlement Of Millions Of Illegal 
Foreign Nationals In The U.S.  We Know That The Initial Financial Cost Is High — $400 Billion,

By One Estimate, To Feed, House, Clothe And Resettle The Illegals Who Have Been Allowed 
To Stay.  Then There Is The Burden Placed On Public School Districts That Have No Choice But 

To Take In Millions Of New Children Who Often Speak No English And Whose Educations 
Are Not Commensurate With Those Of Their School Mates.  It Is Probably Not Coincidental 
That Hospital Systems Across The Nation Have Fallen Deep Into The Red Since The Great 

Mass Migration Crisis Began.  And Large Cities Across The Nation Are Looking To 
Washington For Help With Unfunded And Unexpected Fiscal Burdens Reaching Into The Tens 

Of Billions To Care For The Hundreds Of Thousands Showing Up With Hands Out.  

Expense, Of Course, Is Only One Part Of The Equation In Terms Of Impact.  Public Safety, 
Criminal Justice, And National Security Systems Face Unprecedented New Burdens As The 
Personal Histories And Criminal Backgrounds Of Most Of The Millions Allowed Easy Entry 
Are Unknown And, Often, Unknowable.  Some Percentage Will Commit Crimes And — In 
Addition To The Often Horrendous Effects On The Victims Of Their Crimes — Increase The 
Load On Our Already Over-Burdened Courts And Prisons.  One Prays Not, But Some May 

Also Commit Acts Of Terrorism.  Last But Not Least, This Great Influx Will Increase 
Joblessness And Put Immense Downward Pressure On Wages For American Workers.



It Is Not Rocket Science To Figure Out How To Solve The Immigration Crisis.  Nor Is It Hard 
To Tell Whether A Politician Is Serious When He Proposes A Solution — One Can Simply Ask 

Whether The Proposal Will Increase Or Decrease The Odds That An Aspiring Illegal 
Immigrant Will Decide To Make The Significant Effort And Financial Sacrifice.  For Instance, In 

The Ongoing Standoff In Texas, Placing Razor Wire At The Border As The Texas Governor 
Ordered Done Will Clearly Decrease The Odds, And Removing The Razor Wire As The Biden 

Administration Seeks To Do Will Increase The Odds.  Similarly, Any Politician Who Proposes A 
Solution That Begins By Granting Amnesty To Illegals Currently In The U.S. Is Increasing The 

Odds And Not Serious.  

There Are Two Essential Steps We Must Take To Begin To Solve The Border Crisis:

Enforce Current Immigration Law, Specifically The Requirements Under The Immigration And 
Nationality Act To Detain And Deport Illegal Entrants.

Restore The Threat Of Trade Tariffs On Mexican Goods To Ensure Mexico’s Cooperation With 
Reinstituting The Remain In Mexico Policy, Forcing Asylum Seekers To Stay In Mexico While 

Their Asylum Claims Are Processed.  

Three Additional Steps Will Help To Solve The Problem:

Withdraw From The United Nations Convention Relating To The Status Of Refugees Treaty, 
Which Requires The U.S. To Meet Outdated Standards For Handling Asylum Claimants; Then 



Institute An Asylum Law That Ends The Catch-And-Release System And Requires That An 
Asylum Claim First Be Made In A Suitable Departure Or Transit Country, Such As Mexico.

Put Diplomatic And Financial Pressure On Columbia, Panama, Costa Rica, And Mexico To 
Implement Their Own Policies Of Detention And Deportation Of Foreign Nationals Who Are 

In Those Countries Illegally.  

Close Loopholes In U.S. Immigration Law Such As The Flores Settlement Agreement — Which 
Circumvents Immigration And Nationality Act Requirements For Detention And Deportation 
During Asylum Claims And Forces The Release Of Asylum-Seeking Families Within 21 Days 
— And The William Wilberforce Trafficking Victims Protection Reauthorization Act Of 2008, 
Which Requires The Quick Release Of Immigrant Minors If They Are From Anywhere But 

Mexico.

Our Politicians Know That These Actions Are The Ones Needed.  The Problem Is Not A Lack 
Of Knowledge But A Lack Of Political Will.  Too Many Of Our Elected Leaders Have Selfish 
Reasons To Let The Border Crisis Continue, No Matter What Their Constituents Demand.  

Whether They Will Be Able To Continue In Their Inaction Is In The Hands Of The 
American People.
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