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The New York Times Published An Article Last Week Called, “How Trump Could Punish His
Enemies.” I Think It's Worth Pausing For A Minute To Acknowledge How Extraordinary, How
Outside The Realm Of Politics-As-Usual And The Morally Acceptable That Is; How Unconscionable
It Is That We Have Descended So Far That We Even Have To Have This Conversation. As Mightily
As Corporate Media Have Tried To Normalize — And To A Troubling Degree Have Succeeded In
Normalizing — Donald’s Worst Behavior, This Is Light Years Away From Normal.

This Isn’t Some Theoretical Worst-Case Scenario We're Gaming Out. Donald Trump’s Second Term,
If We Are Self-Destructive Enough To Grant Him One, Will Be Focused On Revenge — Against His
Perceived Political Enemies, Foreign And Domestic; Against Groups, Like Immigrants, That It Serves
His Purposes To Scapegoat; Against Judges And Juries That Dared Hold Him Accountable; Against
Anybody Who Has Not Proven To Be Sufficiently Loyal; And, Of Course, Against Anybody Who Has

Opposed Him From The Beginning.

The Prospect That Such People Will End Up Being Prosecuted, Imprisoned, Or Deported Is Very Real.
Unfortunately, The Seriousness Of His Intentions Is Undermined By Just How Insane And
Unbelievable They Seem To Many People. But If There’s One Person On The Planet Who Doesn’t
Deserve The Benefit Of The Doubt, It's Donald — If Given The Power, He Will Have His Vengeance.

Although The New York Times Has Repeatedly Failed To Convey The Threat Posed By My Uncle Over
The Last Nine Years, In This Piece, The Reporters Lay Out, Clearly And Convincingly, The Ways In
Which He Will Make His Enemies Pay. Using Simple Graphics, The Times Showed That Donald

Could Order The Justice Department To Open A Fresh Investigation
Into A Trump Critic Or Revive Claims His Allies Have So Far Failed
To Substantiate, Including Accusations Of Corruption Against Joe Biden
That Predate His Presidency. It Has Become Commonplace For Donald
Trump To Talk About How He Will Use The Justice Department To Punish
His Enemies Should He Regain The Presidency. He Routinely Calls For
Prosecuting His Current Opponent, Vice President Kamala Harris, And
Regularly Accuses Her And President Biden Of Weaponizing The Justice
Department Against Him.



It Will Start With Donald And His Inner Circle Firing Non-Partisan Civil Servants And Hiring In
Their Stead People Who Will Pledge Their Loyalty To Him, Not The Constitution Or The United
States. Proven Loyalists And Sycophants Will Be Appointed To Key Positions Throughout The
Federal Government, From The FBI Director To The 93 U.S. Attorneys And Assistant Attorneys
General “Who Help Enforce Federal Law, An Expanse That Encompasses IRS Tax Rules, Treasury
Department Sanctions Against Oligarchs And Governments, Antitrust Cases And Air And Water
Regulations From The EPA.

We Saw How Bad Things Got During The Trump Administration When There Were Guardrails In
Place — This Time, There Will Be No Guardrails At All. And Now The Corrupt Illegitimate Super-
Majority Of The Supreme Court Has Ruled That A President Cannot Be Prosecuted For Anything
That Is Considered An Official Duty. As Part Of That Ruling, The Court Also Said That All
Communications Between A President And The Justice Department Are Privileged. There Would Be
Literally Nothing To Constrain Him.

“Once Trump Has Loyalists In Key Positions, They Could Begin Taking Actions That The Other
Branches Of Government Could Not Initially Stop. The Executive [Branch] Is Fast. The Judiciary Is
Slow. And Congress Does Not Have A Direct Role To Play In Criminal Cases.”

The Only Potential Way These Investigations Into Donald’s Enemies Would Be If One Of His Vetted
Loyalists Decided To Do The Right Thing, The Odds Of Which Are Slim To None. Their Options
Would Include Resigning, Leaking To The Press, Or Notifying Congress.

Let’s Pretend For The Sake Of Argument That One Of Them Had A Conscience And Took One Of
These Options. What Difference Would It Make? We Learned During Donald’s First Term That
Nothing, Not Even Impeachment, Served As A Deterrent.

The Judiciary Will Also Be Overwhelmed By Donald’s Sycophants And Enablers. We've Already
Seen The Enormous Amount Of Damage That Can Be Done By Judges Like Donald’s Personal Pocket
Judge, Aileen Cannon, The Fifth Circuit Court Of Appeals, And The Aforementioned Corrupt
Illegitimate Super-Majority On The Supreme Court.

“AJudge Who Is Sympathetic To Trump Could Grant Requests From Prosecutors For Search
Warrants, Which Other Judges Might Reject, Or Deny Requests From Defense Lawyers To Exclude
Questionable Evidence. Such A Judge Could Make A Weak Case Appear Stronger And Then Allow It
To Go To Trial.”

We Have Known That This Supreme Court Is More Than Willing To Do Donald’s Bidding. We Can
Only Imagine How Emboldened The Court That Overturned Roe v Wade Would Be If He Were
Granted A Second Term.

Donald Trump Is A Fascist And He And The Republican Party Have Put This Country On A Path
Towards Fascism. 1f He Gets Back Into Power, He Will Care Nothing About Governing. All Of His
Energy Will be Dedicated To Grifting And Revenge. AND MOST OF US AREN'T PREPARED.
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