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Let’s Stop The Wishful Thinking And Face The Stark Reality:  There Is A Clear Path To Dictatorship In The United States, 
And It Is Getting Shorter Every Day.  In 13 Weeks, Donald Trump Will Have Locked Up The Republican Nomination.  
In The RealClearPolitics Poll Average (For The Period From Nov. 9 To 20), Trump Leads His Nearest Competitor By 47 

Points And Leads The Rest Of The Field Combined By 27 Points.  The Idea That He Is Unelectable In The General Election 
Is Nonsense — He Is Tied Or Ahead Of President Biden In All The Latest Polls — Stripping Other Republican Challengers  

Of Their Own Stated Reasons For Existence.  The Fact That Many Americans Might Prefer Other Candidates, Much 
Ballyhooed By Such Political Sages As Karl Rove, Will Soon Become Irrelevant When Millions Of Republican Voters Turn 

Out To Choose The Person Whom No One Allegedly Wants.

For Many Months Now, We Have Been Living In A World Of Self-Delusion, Rich With Imagined Possibilities.  Maybe It 
Will Be Ron DeSantis, Or Maybe Nikki Haley.  Maybe The Myriad Indictments Of Trump Will Doom Him With 

Republican Suburbanites.  Such Hopeful Speculation Has Allowed Us To Drift Along Passively, Conducting Business As 
Usual, Taking No Dramatic Action To Change Course, In The Hope And Expectation That Something Will Happen.  Like 
People On A Riverboat, We Have Long Known That There Is A Waterfall Ahead But Assume We Will Somehow Find Our 
Way To Shore Before We Go Over The Edge.  But Now The Actions Required To Get Us To Shore Are Looking Harder And 

Harder, If Not Downright Impossible.

The Magical-Thinking Phase Is Ending.  Barring Some Miracle, Trump Will Soon Be The Presumptive Republican 
Nominee For President.  When That Happens, There Will Be A Swift And Dramatic Shift In The Political Power Dynamic, 

In His Favor.  Until Now, Republicans And Conservatives Have Enjoyed Relative Freedom To Express Anti-Trump 



Sentiments, To Speak Openly And Positively About Alternative Candidates, To Vent Criticisms Of Trump’s Behavior Past 
And Present.  Donors Who Find Trump Distasteful Have Been Free To Spread Their Money Around To Help His 

Competitors.  Establishment Republicans Have Made No Secret Of Their Hope That Trump Will Be Convicted And Thus 
Removed From The Equation Without Their Having To Take A Stand Against Him.

All This Will End Once Trump Wins Super Tuesday.  Votes Are The Currency Of Power In Our System, And Money 
Follows, And By Those Measures, Trump Is About To Become Far More Powerful Than He Already Is.  The Hour Of 

Casting About For Alternatives Is Closing.  The Next Phase Is About People Falling Into Line.

In Fact, It Has Already Begun.  As His Nomination Becomes Inevitable, Donors Are Starting To Jump From Other 
Candidates To Trump.  The Recent Decision By The Koch Political Network To Endorse GOP Hopeful Nikki Haley Is 

Scarcely Sufficient To Change This Trajectory.  And Why Not?  If Trump Is Going To Be The Nominee, It Makes Sense To 
Sign Up Early While He Is Still Grateful For Defectors.  Even Anti-Trump Donors Must Ask Whether Their Cause Is Best 
Served Shunning The Man Who Stands A Reasonable Chance Of Being The Next President.  Will Corporate Executives 

Endanger The Interests Of Their Shareholders Just Because They Or Their Spouses Hate Trump?  It’s Not Surprising That 
People With Hard Cash On The Line Are The First To Flip.  

The Rest Of The Republican Party Will Quickly Follow.  Rove’s Recent Exhortation That Primary Voters Choose Anyone 
But Trump Is The Last Such Plea You Are Likely To Hear From Anyone With A Future In The Party.  Even In A Normal 
Campaign, Intraparty Dissent Begins To Disappear Once The Primaries Produce A Clear Winner.  Most Of The Leading 
Candidates Have Already Pledged To Support Trump If He Is The Nominee, Even Before He Has Won A Single Primary 

Vote.  Imagine Their Posture After He Runs The Table On Super Tuesday.  Most Of The Candidates Running Against Him 
Will Sprint Toward Him, Competing For His Favor.  After Super Tuesday, There Will Be No Surer And Shorter Path To 

The Presidency For A Republican Than To Become The Loyal Running Mate Of A Man Who Will Be 82 In 2028.



Republicans Who Have Tried To Navigate The Trump Era By Mixing Appeals To Non-Trump Voters With Repeated 
Professions Of Loyalty Will End That Show.  As Perilous As It Is For Republicans To Say A Negative Word About Trump 
Today, It Will Be Impossible Once He Has Sown Up The Nomination.  The Party Will Be In Full General-Election Mode, 

Subordinating All To The Presidential Campaign.  What Republican Or Conservative Will Be Standing Up To Trump 
Then?  Will The Wall Street Journal Editorial Page, Which Has Been Rather Boldly Opposing Trump, Continue To Do So 
Once He Is The Nominee And It Is A Binary Choice Between Trump And Biden.  There Will be No More Infighting, Only 

Outfighting; In Short, A Tsunami Of Trump Support From All Directions.  A Winner Is A Winner.  And A Winner Who 
Stands A Reasonable Chance Of Wielding All The Power There Is To Wield In The World Is Going To Attract Support No Matter 

Who They Are.  That Is The Nature Of Power, At Any Time In Any Society.

But Trump Will Not Only Dominate His Party.  He Will Again Become The Central Focus Of Everyone’s Attention.  Even 
Today, The News Media Can Scarcely Resist Following Trump’s Every Word And Action.  Once He Secures The 

Nomination, He Will Loom Over The Country Like A Colossus, His Every Word And Gesture Chronicled Endlessly.
Even Today, The Mainstream News Media, Including The Post And NBC News, Is Joining Forces With Trump’s Lawyers 

To Seek Televised Coverage Of His Federal Criminal Trial In DC.  Trump Intends To Use The Trial To Boost His Candidacy 
And Discredit The American Justice System As Corrupt — And The Media Outlets, Serving Their Own Interests, Will 

Help Him Do It.

Trump Will Thus Enter The General-Election Campaign Early Next Year With Momentum, Backed By Growing Political 
And Financial Resources, And An Increasingly Unified Party.  Can The Same Be Said Of Biden.  Is Biden’s Power Likely 
To Grow Over The Coming Months?  Will His Party Unify Around Him?  Or Will Alarm And Doubt Among Democrats, 

Already High, Continue To Increase?  Even At This Point, The President Is Struggling With Double-Digit Defections 



Among Black Americans And Younger Voters.  Jill Stein And Robert F Kennedy Jr Have Already Launched, Respectively, 
Third-Party And Independent Campaigns, Coming At Biden In The Main From The Populist Left.  The Decision By 

Sen. Joe Manchin III (D-WVA) Not To Run For Reelection In West Virginia But Instead To Contemplate a Third-Party Run 
For The Presidency Is Potentially Devastating.  The Democratic Coalition Is Likely To Remain Fractious As The 

Republicans Unify And Trump Consolidates His Hold.

Biden, As Some Have Pointed Out, Does Not Enjoy The Usual Advantages Of Incumbency.  Trump Is Effectively An 
Incumbent, After All.  That Means Biden Is Unable To Make The Usual Incumbent’s Claim That Electing His Opponent Is 

A Leap Into The Unknown.  Few Republicans Regard The Trump Presidency As Having Been Either Abnormal Or 
Unsuccessful.  In His First Term, The Respected “Adults” Around Him Not Only Blocked Some Of His Most Dangerous 

Impulses But Also Kept Them Hidden From The Public.  To This Day, Some Of These Same Officials Rarely Speak 
Publicly Against Him.  Why Should Republican Voters Have A Problem With Trump If Those Who Served Him Don’t?  
Regardless Of What Trump’s Enemies Think, This Is Going To Be A Battle Of Two Tested And Legitimate Presidents.

Trump, Meanwhile, Enjoys The Usual Advantage Of Non-Incumbency, Namely: The Lack Of Any Responsibility.  Biden 
Must Carry The World’s Problems Like An Albatross Around His Neck, Like Any Incumbent, But Most Incumbents Can 

At Least Claim That Their Opponent Is Too Inexperienced To Be Entrusted With These Crises.  Biden Cannot.  On Trump’s 
Watch, There Was No Full-Scale Invasion Of Ukraine, No Major Attack On Israel, No Runaway Inflation, No Disastrous 

Retreat From Afghanistan.  It Is Hard To Make The Case For Trump’s Unfitness To Anyone Who Does Not Already 
Believe It.

Trump Enjoys Some Unusual Advantages For A Challenger, Moreover.  Even Ronald Reagan Did Not Have Fox News 
And The Speaker Of The House In His Pocket.  To The Degree There Are Structural Advantages In The Coming General 



Election, In Short, They Are On Trump’s Side.  And That Is Before We Even Get To The Problem That Biden Can Do 
Nothing To Solve:  His Age.

Trump Also Enjoys Another Advantage.  The National Mood Less Than A Year Before The Election Is One Of Bipartisan 
Disgust With The Political System In General.  Rarely In American History Has Democracy’s Inherent Messiness Been 

More Striking.  In Weimar Germany, Hitler And Other Agitators Benefitted From The Squabbling Of Democratic Parties, 
Right And Left, The Endless Fights Over the Budget, The Logjams In The Legislature, The Fragile And Fractious 

Coalitions.  German Voters Increasingly Yearned For Someone to Cut Through It All And Get Something — Anything —
Done.  It Didn’t Matter Who Was Behind The Political Paralysis, Either, Whether The Intransigence Came From The Right 

Or The Left.

Today, Republicans Might be Responsible For Washington’s Dysfunction, And They Might Pay A Price For It In 
Downballot Races.  But Trump Benefits From Dysfunction Because He Is The One Who Offers A Simple Answer:  Him.

In This Election, Only One Candidate Is Running On The Platform Of Using Unprecedented Power To Get Things Done, 
To Hell With The Rules.  And A Growing Number Of Americans Claim To Want That, In Both Parties.  Trump Is Running 

Against The System.  Biden Is The Living Embodiment Of The System.  Advantage:  Trump.

Which Brings Us To Trump’s Expanding Legal Battlefronts.  No Doubt Trump Would Have Preferred To Run For Office 
Without Spending Most Of His Time Fending Off Efforts To Throw Him In Jail.  Yet It Is In The Courtroom Over The 

Coming Months That Trump Is Going To Display His Unusual Power Within The American Political System.  



It Is Hard to Fault Those Who Have Taken Trump To Court.  He Certainly Committed At Least One Of The Crimes He Is 
Charged With; We Don’t Need A Trial To Tell Us He Tried To Overturn The 2020 Election.  Nor Can You Blame Those Who 

Have Hoped Thereby To Obstruct His Path Back To The Oval Office.  When A Marauder Is Crashing Through Your 
House, You Throw Everything You Can At Him — Pots, Pans, Candlesticks — In The Hope Of Slowing Him Down And 

Tripping Him Up.  But That Doesn’t Mean It Works.

Trump Will Not Be Contained By The Courts Or The Rule Of Law.  On The Contrary, He Is Going To Use The Trials To 
Display His Power.  That’s Why He Wants Them Televised.  Trump’s Power Comes From His Following, Not From The 
Institutions Of American Government, And His Devoted Followers Love Him Precisely Because He Crosses Lines And 
Ignores The Old Boundaries.  They Feel Empowered By It, And That In Turn Empowers Him.  Even Before The Trials 

Begin, He Is Toying With The Judges, Forcing Them To Try To Muzzle Them, Defying Their Orders.  He Is A Bit Like King 
Kong Testing The Chains On His Arms, Sensing That He Can Break Free Whenever He Chooses.

And Just Wait Until The Votes Start Pouring In.  Will The Judges Throw A Presumptive Republican Nominee In Jail For 
Contempt Of Court?  Once It Becomes Clear That They Will Not, Then The Power Balance Within The Courtroom, And In 

The Country At Large, Will Shift Again To Trump.  The Likeliest Outcome Of The Trials Will Be To Demonstrate Our 
Judicial System’s Inability To Contain Someone Like Trump And, Incidentally, To Reveal Its Impotence As A Check 

Should He Become President.  Indicting Trump For Trying To Overthrow The Government Will Prove Akin To Indicting 
Caesar For Crossing The Rubicon, And Just As Effective.  Like Caesar, Wields A Clout That Transcends The Laws And 

Institutions Of Government, Based On The Unswerving Personal Loyalty Of His Army Of Followers.



I Mention All This Only To Answer One Simple Question:  Can Trump Win The Election?  The Answer, Unless Something 
Radical And Unforeseen Happens, Is:  Of Course He Can.  If That Weren’t So, The Democratic Party Would Not Be In A 

Mounting Panic About Its Prospects.

If Trump Does Win The Election, He Will Immediately Become The Most Powerful Person Ever To Hold That Office.  Not 
Only Will He Wield The Awesome Powers Of The American Executive — Powers That, As Conservatives Used To 

Complain, Have Grown Over The Decades — But He Will Do So With The Fewest Complaints Of Any President, Fewer 
Even Than In His Own First Term.

What Limits Those Powers?  The Most Obvious Answer Is The Institutions Of Justice — All Of Which Trump, By His Very 
Election, Will Have Defied And Revealed As Impotent.  A Court System That Could Not Control Trump As A Private 

Individual Is Not Going To Control Him Any Better When He Is President Of The United States And Appointing His Own 
Attorney General And All The Other Top Officials At The Justice Department.  Think Of The Power Of A Man Who Gets 

Himself Elected President Despite Indictments, Courtroom Appearances And Perhaps Even Conviction?  Would He Even 
Obey A Directive Of The Supreme Court?  Or Would He Instead Ask How Many Armoured Divisions The Chief Justice 

Has?

Will A Future Congress Stop Him?  Presidents Can Accomplish A Lot These Days Without Congressional Approval, As 
Even Barack Obama Showed.  The One Check Congress Has On A Rogue President, Namely, Impeachment And 

Conviction, Has Already Proved All But Impossible — Even When Trump Was Out Of Office And Wielded Modest 
Institutional Power Over His Party.



Another Traditional Check On A President Is The Federal Bureaucracy, That Vast Apparatus Of Career Government 
Officials Who Execute The Laws And Carry On The Operations Of Government Under Every President.  They Are 

Generally In The Business Of Limiting Any President’s Options.  As Harry S Truman Once Put It, “Poor Ike.  He’ll Say ‘Do 
This’ And ‘Do That’ And Nothing At All Will Happen.”  That Was A Problem For Trump In His First Term, Partly Because 
He Had No Government Team Of His Own To Fill The Administration.  This Time, He Will.  Those Who Choose To Serve 

In His Second Administration Will Not Be Taking Office With The Unstated Intention Of Refusing To Carry Out His 
Wishes.  If The Heritage Foundation Has Its Way, And There Is No Reason To Believe It Won’t, Many Of Those Career 

Bureaucrats Will Be Gone, Replaced By People Carefully “Vetted” To Ensure Their Loyalty To Trump.

What About The Desire For Reelection, A Factor That Constrains Most Presidents?  Trump Might Not Want Or Need A 
Third Term, But Were He To Decide He Wanted One, As He Has Sometimes Indicated, Would The 22nd Amendment 

Block Him Any More Effectively From Being President For Life Than The Supreme Court, If He Refused To Be Blocked?  
Why Should Anyone Think That Amendment Would Be More Sacrosanct Than Any Other Part Of The Constitution For A 

Man Like Trump, Or Perhaps More Importantly, For His Devoted Supporters.

A final Constraint On Presidents Has Been Their Own Desire For A Glittering Legacy, With Success Traditionally 
Measured In Terms That Roughly Equate To The Well-Being Of The Country.  But Is That The Way Trump Thinks?  Yes, 
Trump Might Seek A Great Legacy, But It Is Strictly His Own Glory That He Craves.  As With Napoleon, Who Spoke Of 

The Glory Of France But Whose Narrow Ambitions For Himself And His Family Brought France To Ruin, Trump’s 
Ambitions, Though He Speaks Of Making America Great Again, Clearly Begin And End With Himself.  As For His 

Followers, He Doesn’t Have To Achieve Anything To Retain Their Support — His Failure To Build The Wall In His First 
Term In No Way Damaged His Standing With Millions Of His Loyalists.  They Have Never Asked Anything Of Him 



Other Than That He Triumph Over The Forces They Hate In American Society.  And That, We Can Be Sure, Will Be 
Trump’s Primary Mission As President.

Having Answered The Question Of Whether Trump Can Win, We Can Now Turn To The Most Urgent Question:  Will His 
Presidency Turn Into A Dictatorship?  The Odds Are, Again, Pretty Good.

It Is Worth Getting Inside Trump’s Head A Bit And Imagining His Mood Following An Election Victory.  He Will Have 
Spent The Previous Year, And More, Fighting To Stay Out Of Jail, Plagued By Myriad Persecutors And Helpless To Do 

What He Likes Best To Do:  Exact Revenge.  Think Of The Fury That Will Have Built Up Inside Him, A Fury That, From 
His Point Of View, He Has Worked Hard To Contain.  As He Once Put It, “I Think I’ve Been Toned Down, If You Want To 
Know The Truth.  I Could Really Tone It Up.”  Indeed He Could — And Will.  We Caught A Glimpse Of His Deep Thirst 
For Vengeance In His Veterans Day Promise To “Root Out The Communists, Marxists, Fascists, And Radical Left Thugs 
That Live Like Vermin Within The Confines Of Our Country, Lie, Steal, And Cheat On Elections, And Will Do Anything 
Possible, Whether Legally Or Illegally, To Destroy America, And The American Dream.”  Note The Equation Of Himself 
With “America And The American Dream.”  It Is He They Are Trying To Destroy, He Believes, And As President, He Will 

Return The Favor.

What Will That Look Like?  Trump Has Already Named Some Of Those He Intends To Go After Once He Is Elected:  
Senior Officials From His First Term Such As Retired Gen. John F Kelly, Gen. Mark A Milley, Former Attorney William P 
Barr And Others Who Spoke Against Him After The 2020 Election; Officials In The FBI And The CIA Who Investigated 

Him In The Russia Probe; Justice Department Officials Who Refused His Demands To Overturn The 2020 Election; 
Members Of The Jan. 6 Committee; Democratic Opponents Including Rep. Adam B Schiff (Calif.); And Republicans Who 

Voted For Or Publicly Supported His Impeachment And Conviction.  



But That’s Just The Start.  After All, Trump Will Not Be The Only Person Seeking Revenge.  His Administration Will Be 
Filled With People With Enemies’ Lists Of Their Own, A Determined Cadre Of “Vetted” Officials Who Will See It As Their 

Sole, Presidentially Authorized Mission To “Root Out” Those In The Government Who Cannot Be Trusted.  Many Will 
Simply Be Fired, But Others Will Be Subject To Career-Destroying Investigations.  The Trump Administration Will Be 
Filled With People Who Will Not Need Explicit Instruction From Trump, Any More Than Hitler’s Gauleiters Needed 

Instruction.  In Such Circumstances, People Work Toward The Führer,” Which Is To Say, They Anticipate His Desires And 
Seek Favor Through Acts They Think Will Make Him Happy, Thereby Enhancing Their Own Influence And Power In The 

Process.

Nor Will It Be Difficult To Find Things To Charge Opponents With.  Our History Is Unfortunately Filled With Instances Of 
Unfairly Targeted Officials Singled Out For Being On The Wrong Side Of A Particular Issue At The Wrong Time — The 

State Department’s “China Hands” Of The Late 1940s, For Instance, Whose Careers Were Destroyed Because They 
Happened To Be In Positions Of Influence When The Chinese Communist Revolution Occurred.  Today, There Is The 

Whiff Of A New McCarthyism In The Air.  MAGA Republicans Insist That Biden Himself Is A “Communist,” That His 
Election Was A “Communist Takeover” And That His Administration Is A “Communist Regime.”

It’s Therefore No Surprise That Biden Has A “Pro-Chinese Communist Party (CCP) Agenda,” As The Powerful Chairman 
Of The House Energy And Commerce Committee, Cathy McMorris Rodgers (R-Wash.), Put It This Year, And Is 

Deliberately “Ceding American Leadership And Security To China.”  Republicans These Days Routinely Charge Their 
Opponents Are Not Just Naive Or Inadequately Attentive To China’s Rising Power But Are Actual “Sympathizers” With 
Beijing.  “Communist China Has Their President… China Joe,” Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene (R-GA) Tweeted On Biden’s 

Inauguration Day.  Sen. Marco Rubio (R-Fla.) Has Called The President “Beijing Biden.”  The Republican Senate Nominee 
In New Hampshire Last Year Even Called Republican Gov. Chris Sununu A “Chinese Communist Party Sympathizer.”



We Can Expect More Of This When The Was Against The “Deep State” Begins In Earnest.  According To Sen. Josh Hawley
(R-MO), There Is a Whole Cabal Determined To Undermine American Security, A “Uniparty” Of Elites Made Up Of 

“Neoconservatives On The Right” And “Liberal Globalists On The Left” Who Are Not True Americans And Therefore Do 
Not Have The True Interests Of America At Heart.  Can Such “Anti-American” Behavior Be Criminalized?  It Has In The 

Past And Can Be Again.

So, The Trump Administration Will Have Many Avenues To Persecute Its Enemies, Real And Perceived.  Think Of All The 
Laws Now On The Books That Give The Federal Government Enormous Power To Surveil People For Possible Links To 
Terrorism, A Dangerously Flexible Term, Not To Mention All The Usual Opportunities To Investigate People For Alleged 
Tax Evasion Or Violation Of Foreign Agent Registration Laws.  The IRS Under Both Parties Has Occasionally Looked At 
Depriving Think Tanks Of Their Tax-Exempt Status Because They Espouse Policies That Align With The Views Of The 

Political Parties.  What Will Happen To The Think-Tanker In A Second Trump Term Who Argues That The United States 
Should Ease Pressure On China?  Or The Government Official Rash Enough To Commit Such Thoughts To Official Paper?  

It Didn’t Take Much More Than That To Ruin Careers In The 1950s.  

And Who Will Stop The Improper Investigations And Prosecutions Of Trump’s Many Enemies?  Will Congress?  A 
Republican Congress Will Be Busy Conducting Its Own Inquiries, Using Its Powers To Subpoena People, Accusing Them 

Of All Kinds Of Crimes, Just As It Does Now.  Will It Matter If The Charges Are Groundless?  And Of Course In Some 
Cases They Will Be True, Which Will Lend Even Greater Validity To A Wider Probe Of Political Enemies.

Will Fox News Defend Them, Or Will It Instead Just Amplify The Accusations?  The American Press Corps Will Remain 
Divided As It Is Today, Between Those Organizations Catering To Trump And His Audience And Those That Do Not.  But 

In A Regime Where The Ruler Has Declared The News Media To Be “Enemies Of The State,” The Press Will Find Itself 



Under Significant And Constant Pressure.  Media Owners Will Discover That A Hostile And Unbridled President Can 
Make Their Lives Unpleasant In All Sorts Of Ways.

Indeed, Who Will Stand Up For Anyone Accused In The Public Arena, Besides Their Lawyers?  In A Trump Presidency, 
The Courage It Will Take To Stand Up For Them Will Be No Less Than The Courage It Will Take To Stand Up To Trump 

Himself.  How Many Will Risk Their Own Careers To Defend Others?  In A Nation Congenitally Suspicious Of 
Government, Who Will Stick Up For The Rights Of Former Officials Who Become Targets Of Trump’s Justice Department?

There Will Be Ample Precedents For Those Seeking To Justify The Persecution.  Abraham Lincoln Suspended Habeas 
Corpus, The Wilson Administration Shut Down Newspapers And Magazines Critical Of The War; Franklin D Roosevelt 

Rounded Up Japanese Americans And Placed Them In Camps.  We Will Pay The Price For Every Transgression Ever 
Committed Against The Laws Designed To Protect Individual Rights And Freedoms.

How Will Americans Respond To The First Signs Of A Regime Of Political Persecution?  Will They Rise Up In Outrage?
Don’t Count On It.  Those Who No Reason To Oppose Trump In The Primaries And No Reason To Oppose Him In The 
General Are Unlikely To Experience A Sudden Awakening When Some Former Trump-Adjacent Official Such As Milley 

Finds Himself Under Investigation For Goodness Knows What.  They Will Know Only That Justice Department 
Prosecutors, The IRS, The FBI And Several Congressional Committees Are Looking Into It.  And Who Is To Say That Those 

Being Hounded Are Not In Fact Tax Cheaters, Or Chinese Spies, Or Perverts, Or Whatever They Might Be Accused Of?
Will The Great Body Of Americans Even Recognize These Accusations As Persecution And The First Stage Of Shutting 

Down Opposition To Trump Across The Country?

The Trump Dictatorship Will Not Be A Communist Tyranny, Where Almost Everyone Feels The Oppression And Has 
Their Lives Shaped By It.  In Conservative, Anti-Liberal Tyrannies, Ordinary People Face All Kinds Of Limitations On 



Their Freedoms, But Is It A Problem For Them Only To The Degree That They Value Those Freedoms, And Many People 
Do Not.  The Fact That This Tyranny Will Depend Entirely On The Whims Of One Man Will Mean That Americans’ Rights 

Will Be Conditional Rather Than Guaranteed.  But If Most Americans Can Go About Their Daily Business, They Might 
Not Care, Just As Many Russians And Hungarians Do Not Care.

Yes, There Will Be A Large Opposition Movement Centered In The Democratic Party, But Exactly How This Opposition 
Will Stop The Persecution Is Hard To See.  Congress And The Courts Will Offer Little Relief.  Democratic Politicians, 

Particularly Members Of The Youngest Generation, Will Yell And Scream, But If They Are Not Joined By Republicans, It 
Will Like The Same Old Partisanship.  If Democrats Still Control One House Of Congress, They Will Be Able To Blunt 
Some Investigations, But The Odds That They Will Control Both Houses After 2024 Are Longer Than The Odds Of A 

Biden Victory.  Nor Is There Sufficient Reason To Hope That The Disordered And Dysfunctional Opposition To Trump 
Today Will Suddenly Become More Unified And Effective Once Trump Takes Power.  That Is Not How Things Work.  In 
Evolving Dictatorships, The Opposition Is Always Weak And Divided.  That’s What Makes Dictatorship Possible In The 
First Place.  Opposition Movements Rarely Get Stronger And More Unified Under The Pressures Of Persecution.  Today 

There Is No Leader For Democrats To Rally Behind.  It Is Difficult To Imagine That Such A Leader Will Emerge Once 
Trump Regains Power.

But Even If The Opposition Were To Become Strong And Unified, Is It Not Obvious What It Would Do To Protect Those 
Facing Persecution.  The Opposition’s Ability To Wield Legitimate, Peaceful And Legal Forms Of Power Will Already 

Have Been Found Wanting In This Election Cycle, When Democrats And Anti-Trump Republicans Threw Every 
Legitimate Weapon Against Trump And Still Failed.  Will They Turn Instead To Illegitimate, Extralegal Action?  What 

Would Take Look Like?



Americans Might Take To The Streets.  In Fact, It Is Likely That Many People Will Engage In Protests Against The New 
Regime, Perhaps Even Before It Has A Chance To Prove Itself Deserving Of Them.  But Then What?  Even In His First 

Term, Trump And His Advisors On More Than One Occasion Discussed Invoking The Insurrection Act.  No Less A 
Defender Of American Democracy Than George H W Bush Invoked The Act To Deal With The Los Angeles Riots In 1992.
It Is Hard To Imagine Trump Not Invoking It Should “The Communists, Marxists, Fascists, And Radical Left Thugs” Take 

To The Streets.  One Suspects He Will Relish The Opportunity.

And Who Will Stop Him?  His Own Handpicked Military Advisers?  That Seems Unlikely.  He Could Make Retired Lt. 
Gen. Michael Flynn Chairman Of The Joint Chiefs Of Staff If He Wanted, And It Is Unlikely A Republican Senate Would 

Decline To Confirm.  Does Anyone Think Military Leaders Will Disobey Commands From Their Duly Elected, 
Constitutionally Authorized, Commander In Chief?  Do We Even Want The Military To Have To Make That Call?  There Is 
Every Reason To Believe That Active-Duty Troops And Reservists Are Likely To Be Disproportionally More Sympathetic 
To A Newly Reelected President Trump Than To The “Radical Left Thugs” Supposedly Causing Mayhem In The Streets 

Of Their Towns And Cities.  Those Who Hope To Be Saved By A US Military Devoted To The Protection Of The 
Constitution Are Living In A Fantasyland.  

Resistance Could Come From The Governors Of Predominantly Democratic States Such As California And New York 
Through a Form Of Nullification.  States With Democratic Governors And Statehouses Could Refuse To Recognize The 

Authority Of A Tyrannical Federal Government.  That Is Always An Option In Our Federal System.  (Should Biden Win, 
Some Republican States Might Engage In Nullification.)  But Not Even The Bluest States Are Monolithic, And Democratic 
Governors Are Likely To Find Themselves Under Siege On Their Home Turf If They Try To Become Bastions Of Resistance  

To trump’s Tyranny.  Republicans And Conservatives Throughout The Nation Will Be Energized By Their Hero’s 
Triumph.  The Power Shift At The Federal Level, And The Tone Of Menace And Revenge Emanating From The White 



House, Will Likely Embolden All Kinds Of Counter-Resistance Even In Deep-Blue States, Including Violent Protests.  
What Resources Will The Governors Have To Combat Such Attacks And Maintain Order?  The State And Local Police?  

Will Those Entities Be Willing To Use Force Against Protestors Who Will Likely Enjoy The Public Support Of The 
President?  The Democratic Governors Might Not Be Eager To Find Out.

Should Trump Be Successful In Launching A Campaign Of Persecution And The Opposition Proves Powerless To Stop It, 
Then The Nation Will Have Begun An Irreversible Descent Into Dictatorship.  With Each Passing Day, It Will Become 

Harder And More Dangerous To Stop It By Any Means, Legal Or Illegal.  Try To Imagine What It Will Be Like Running 
For Office On An Opposition Ticket In Such An Environment.  In Theory, The Midterm Elections In 2026 Might Hold 

Hope For A Democratic Comeback, But Won’t Trump Use His Considerable Powers, Both Legal And Illegal, To Prevent 
That?  Trump Insists And No Doubt Believes That The Current Administration Corruptly Used The Justice System To Try 
To Prevent His Reelection.  Will He Not Consider Himself Justified In Doing The Same Once He Has All The Power?  He 

Has, Of Course, Already Promised To Do Exactly That:  To Use The Powers Of His Office To Prosecute Anyone Who Dares 
Challenge Him.

This Is The Trajectory We Are Now On.  Is Descent Into Dictatorship Inevitable?  No.  Nothing In History Is Inevitable.  
Unforeseen Events Change Trajectories.  Readers Of This Essay Will No Doubt List All The Ways In Which It Is Arguably 
Too Pessimistic And Doesn’t Take Sufficient Account Of This Or That Alternative Possibility.  Maybe, Despite Everything, 
Trump Won’t Win.  Maybe The Coin Flip Will Come Up Heads And We’ll All Be Safe.  And Maybe Even If He Does Win, 

He Won’t Do Any Of The Things He Says He’s Going To Do.  You May Be Comforted By This If You Choose.

What Is Certain, However, Is That The Odds Of The United States Falling Into Dictatorship Have Grown Considerably 
Because So Many Of The Obstacles To It Have Been Cleared And Only A Few Are Left.  If Eight Years Ago It Seemed 



Literally Inconceivable That A Man Like Trump Could Be Elected, That Obstacle Was Cleared In 2016.  If It Then Seemed 
Unimaginable That An American President Would Try To Remain In Office After Losing An Election, That Obstacle Was 

Cleared In 2020.  And If No One Could Believe That Trump, Having Tied And Failed To Invalidate The Election And Stop 
The Counting Of Electoral College Votes, Would Nevertheless Reemerge As The Unchallenged Leader Of The Republican 
Party And Its Nominee Again In 2024, Well, We Are About To See That Obstacle Cleared As Well.  In Just A Few Years, We 
Have Gone From Being Relatively Secure In Our Democracy To Being A Few Short Steps, And A Matter Of Months, Away 

From The Possibility Of Dictatorship.

Are We Going To Do Anything About It?  To Shift Metaphors, If We Thought There Was A 50 Percent Chance Of An 
Asteroid Crashing Into North America A Year From Now, Would We Content To Hope That It Wouldn’t?  Or Would We Be 
Taking Every Conceivable Measure To Try To Stop It, Including Many Things That Might Not Work But That, Given The 

Magnitude Of The Crises, Must Be Tried Anyway?

Yes, I Know That Most People Don’t Think An Asteroid Is Heading Toward Us And That’s Part Of The Problem.  But Just 
As Big A Problem Has Been Those Who Do See The Risk But For A Variety Of Reasons Have Not Thought It Necessary To 

Make Any Sacrifices To Prevent It.  At Each Point Along The Way, Our Political Leaders, And We As Voters, Have Let 
Opportunities To Stop Trump Pass On The Assumption That He Would Eventually Meet Some Obstacle He Could Not 

Overcome.  Republicans Could Have Stopped Trump From Winning The Nomination in 2016, But They Didn’t.  The 
Voters Could Have Elected Hillary Clinton, But They Didn’t.  Republican Senators Could Have Voted To Convict Trump 

In Either Of His Impeachment Trials, Which Might Have Made His Run For President Much More Difficult, But They 
Didn’t.  



Throughout These Years, An Understandable If Fatal Psychology Has Been At Work.  At Each Stage, Stopping Trump 
Would Have Required Extraordinary Action By Certain People, Whether Politicians Or Voters Or Donors, Actions That 

Did Not Align With Their Immediate Interests Or Even Merely Their Preferences.  It Would Have Been Extraordinary For 
All The Republicans Running Against Trump In 2016 To Decide To Give Up Their Hopes For The Presidency And Unite 

Around One Of Them.  Instead, They Behaved Normally, Spending Their Time And Money Attacking Each Other, 
Assuming That Trump Was Not Their Most Serious Challenge, Or That Someone Else Would Bring Him Down, And 

Thereby Opened A Clear Path For Trump’s Nomination.  And They Have, With Just A Few Exceptions, Done The Same 
This Election Cycle.  It Would Have Been Extraordinary Had Mitch McConnell And Many Other Republican Senators 

Voted To Convict A President Of Their Own Party.  Instead, They Assumed That After Jan. 6, 2021, Trump Was Finished 
And It Was Therefore Safe Not To Convict Him And Thus Avoid Becoming Pariahs Among The Vast Throng Of Trump 
Supporters.  In Each Instance, People Believed They Could Go On Pursuing Their Personal Interests And Ambitions As 
Usual In The Confidence That Somewhere Down The Line, Someone Or Something Else, Or Simply Fate, Would Stop 

Him.  Why Should They Be The Ones To Sacrifice Their Careers?  Given The Choice Between A High-Risk Gamble And 
Hoping For The Best, People Generally Hope For The Best.  Given The Choice Between Doing The Dirty Work Yourself 

And Letting Others Do It, People Generally Prefer The Latter.

A Paralyzing Psychology Of Appeasement Has Also Been At Work.  At Each Stage, The Price Of Stopping Trump Has 
Risen Higher And Higher.  In 2016, The Price Was Forgoing A Shot At The White House.  Once Trump Was Elected, The 

Price Of Opposition, Or Even The Absence Of Obsequious Loyalty, Became The End Of One’s Political Career, As Jeff 
Flake, Bob Corker, Paul D Ryan And Many Others Discovered.  By 2020, The Price Had Risen Again.  As Mitt Romney 

Recounts In McKay Coppins’s Recent Biography, Republican Members Of Congress Contemplating Voting For Trump’s 
Impeachment And Conviction Feared For Their Physical Safety And That Of Their Families.  There Is No Reason That 
Fear Should Be Any Less Today.  But Wait Until Trump Returns To Power And The Price Of Opposing Him Becomes 



Persecution, The Loss Of Property And Possibly The Loss Of Freedom.  Will Those Who Balked At Resisting Trump When 
The Risk Was Merely Political Oblivion Suddenly Discover Their Courage When The Cost Might Be The Ruin Of Oneself 

And One’s Family?

We Are Closer To That Point Today Than We Have Ever Been, Yet We Continue To Drift Toward Dictatorship, Still Hoping 
For Some Intervention That Will Allow Us To Escape The Consequences Of Our Collective Cowardice, Our Complacent, 

Willful Ignorance And, Above All, Our Lack Of Any Deep Commitment To Liberal Democracy.  As The Man Said, We Are 
Going Out Not With A Bang But A Whimper.
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